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Tory Party deserves to be re-elected for its past achievements and future ambitions 


Major backs 

Hamilton’s 

right to fight 

By Philip Webster and Arthur Leathley 


JOHN MAJOR strengthened 
his support for Neil Hamilton 
last night when he insisted 
that be would not bend to 
threats or sneers from people 
who wan fed the former min¬ 
ster forced out of the election 
campaign. 

The Prime Minster suggest¬ 
ed that Mr Hamilton's right to 
stand for Parliament while 
protesting his innocence of the 
cash'for-questions charges 
against ,him had become a 
matter bf principle that should 
be nipheld irrespective of the 
damage it was doing to the 
Government 

Asked on Sky News whether 
it was worth losing the election 
for, Mr Major sidestepped the 
question, but said: "If you are 
accusing me of being too 
principled, I accept the charge. 

“I do believe that when 
someone is facing charges, 
they have a right to defend 
themselves. The person ac¬ 
cused vigorously declares 
their innocence, and I believe 
the right thing for them to do 
is go through die procedure 
and let it be determined in the 
proper way:" 

Mr Major's frustration at 
the sleaze issue had earlier 
boiled over when it overshad¬ 
owed his attempt to launch a 
small business initiative in 
Birmingham. He accused 
Labour of going to any lengths 
to keep the spotlight off the 
real policy issues and insisted 
that he was not going to have 
“the whole of this election 
hijacked by one constituency'’. 

Today, die fifth anniversary 
of his last election victory. Mr 
Major makes another attempt 
to lift the campaign by setting 
out his personal. manifesto 
and declaring that Labour 
could not be trusted to carry 
on his reforms. Writing in 77ie 
Times. Mr Major appears to 
accept rhat the time-for-a- 
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change argument is the stron¬ 
gest card against him. “Eigh¬ 
teen years is a near lifetime in 
politics. Perhaps time to en¬ 
gender a mild curiosity: what 
would the other lot be like?” 
But he tackles the question 
head-on, asking people to 
consider whether they were 
better off than five years ago. 

Mr Blair’s “conversion of 
convenience" would not last, 
he says, adding that in less 
than a week the Labour mani¬ 
festo had unravelled on issue 
after issue: devolution, the 
unions, privatisation and 
Europe, "if they change their 
ground so fast on issue like 
these, how can they expect 


anything in their manifesto to 
be taken on trust?" 

The Prime Minister says he 
joined the Conservative Party 
because it offered people like 
him hope, opportunity and 
independence and because it 
showed trust and faith in 
people. Today, he writes, it 
deserves to be re-elected for its 
past achievements and future 
ambitions. 

The Prime Minister receives 
some comfort today from an 
ICM poll for The Guardian. 
which shows that Labour’s 
lead has narrowed to 12 
points. It shows Labour sup¬ 
port remaining static at 46 per 
cent, while the Tories have 
gone up two to 34 and the 
Liberal Democrats down two 
to IS per cent. 

But events in Mr Hamil¬ 
ton’s Tatton constituency 
again blighted the Prime Min¬ 
ister's campaign yesterday. In 
Birmingham, he accused Lab¬ 
our of fighting in the gutter. 
He was infuriaied by sugges¬ 
tions that he had personally 
contacted Mr Hamilton and 
that Baroness Thatcher had 
agreed to support the Tory 
campaign only on condition 
that Mr Major backed Mr 
Hamilton. The reports, he 
said, had come "straight from 
the Labour Lie Machine. It is 
completely untrue. I haven’t 
spoken to Neil Hamilton. It is 
utterly untrue." 

Mr Major appeared to be in 
no better spirits when pressed 
over a Church report criticis¬ 
ing politicians' failure to tackle 
poverty. The report was well- 
intentioned: “But 1 disagree 
with the Church’s judgment. 
They’ make a judgment on 
what they see. I invite them to 
look at what has happened to 
levels of unemployment in this 
country. I invite them to look 
at an economy producing 
more jobs." 



Martin Bell is confronted by Neil Hamilton and his wife Christine yesterday. “I am standing because a lot of people asked me to," he told them 


Bell’s first dispatch from the front line 


By Russell Jenkins 
and Carol Midgley 

THE Battle of Knutsford 
Heath lasted only a matter of 
minutes yesterday as an am¬ 
bush left Martin Bell dodging 
the firs! enemy fire of his 
political career. 

The war correspondent 
emerged from his temporary 
base at The Longview Hotel 
in Knutsford for his first press 
conference in the Tatton con¬ 
stituency. where he is chal¬ 
lenging Neil Hamilton as the 
“anti-corruption candidate”. 

Mr Belt who admitted he 
had not slept welL had hun¬ 
kered down in the hotel’s 
Cellar bar. his campaign HQ. 
and told anyone who would 
listen that he hoped this was 
the start of the shortest polit¬ 
ical career in the history of 
Parliament 

At his side was his friend 


and campaign supporter Col¬ 
onel Bob Stewart the former 
Commander-m-Chief of the 
UN forces in Central and 
Northern Bosnia. 

“I’m usually Sun material." 
said Colonel Stewart who is 
now with Hill & Knowfton, 
the public relations firm. 
“They call me bonking Bob." 
he added, referring to his love 
affair with a Swiss-born Red 


ScargiU to stand 
against Howarth 

Miners’ leader Arthur Scar-gill 
confirmed last night that he 
would stand against Alan 
Howarth. the former Tory 
minister who defected to Lab¬ 
our. Mr ScargiU will represent 
his Socialist Labour Party in 
the safe Labour sear of New¬ 
port East. 


Cross worker, for whom he 
left his wife. As journalists 
waited on Knutsford Heath 
for Mr Bell to appear. Mr 
Hamilton walked up arm-in¬ 
arm with his wife Christine. 
“We are perfectly entitled to 
be hem" said Mrs Hamilton. 
"We are voters in the constitu¬ 
ency. unlike Mr Bell who 
lives in Hampstead. Mr Bell's 
candidacy is a media stunt" 
Mr Hamilton nodded vig¬ 
orously. 

Mr Bell appeared moments 
later in his customary white 
suit, his face set in die 
battlezone grimace made fa¬ 
miliar by a thousand tele¬ 
vision appearances from the 
front line. 

He marched up to the 
couple, now ringed by the 
press, and told them how 
pleased he was to see them. 
"Some time I’d like to have a 
private chat with you away 


from this zoological circus. I 
have really felt for you- 

“I was just saying to a few 
people who wanted to see me, 
I really want this to be a 
dignified campaign so that 
when it is over we can either 
congratulate you or commis¬ 
erate." 

Mr Hamilton dearly did 
not have a pleasant chat in 
mind. “What I want to know 
is whether you think I am 
guilty or innocent of any 
corruption? Whether you 
think it is reasonable for Peter 
M and ebon and Mr Prescott 
and others who have been 
endorsing your campaign to 
accuse me either directly or by 


inference of corruption? " Mr 
Bell replied that he did not 
want to judge guilt or inno¬ 
cence. That, he explained, 
would be counter-productive 
and "both campaigns would 
go down the tubes". 

Mrs Hamilton, in orange 
jeans and multi-coloured car¬ 
digan, butted in: “Do you 
accept that a man is innocent 
until proved guilty? Do you 
accept that my husband is 
innocent?" 

Mr Bell: “f am not facing 
an ambush here. 1 don’t 
know. ] am standing here 
because a lot of people have 
asked me to stand here. The 

Continued on page 2. col 6 
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Tesco wins in 
profits battle 

Tesco notched up another 
victory over Sainsbury's by 
overtaking it in group profits 
for die first time. 

The annual pre-profits at 
Tesco rose to £750 million. 
| Sainsbury's has said its 1996- 
97 profit will be between £640 
and £650 million-Page 25 

Canberra recalls 
her finest hour 

The Duke of York and Baron¬ 
ess Thatcher joined dinner 
guests aboard Canberra to 
mark the 15th anniversary of 
the sailing of the Falklands 
Task Force_Page 2 
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MPs demoted to hoi polloi 


By James Landale, political reporter 


WITH a royal signature, a 
proclamation by London’s 
town crier, and the stamp of 
the Great Seal of the Realm 
on a single sheet of paper. 
Parliament was dissolved yes¬ 
terday and 649 MPs ceased to 
be Honourable Members. 

At 1.50pm, MPs were 
stripped of their rights and 
rejoined the hoi polloias the 
five-year Parliament came to 
an end. The now former MPs 
rushed to finish their final 
lunches at the Strangers' Res¬ 
taurant. one of the few remain¬ 
ing open, before clearing their 
desks and returning to the 
election campaign trail. Al¬ 
though they were given until 
midnight last night to leave 


the precincts of the Palace of 
Westminster, they were de¬ 
moted at the precise moment 
of dissolution. 

Within minutes. Parlia¬ 
ment's security office began 
invalidating their passes. “The 
Pass Office is pressing the 
button and wiping them off 
the face of the earth," one 
Westminster official said. 

From this morning, the staff 
of the Serjeant at Arms will 
lock up MPs’offices, although 
those members who are stand¬ 
ing down are given an extra 
week's grace to clear their 
desks. MPs’ secretaries can no 
longer use House of Com¬ 
mons stationery or the free 
postage service, nor can MPs_ 


use the underground car park. 
Their telephones, faxes and 
computers have all been 
turned off. Although MPs 
cease to exist, ministers re¬ 
main in Government until the 
election. 

Peter Shore, the veteran 
former Labour minister who 
is retiring from Parliament, 
said: "It is a strange feeling. 
What strikes one is the imme¬ 
diate and abrupt withdrawal 
of the facilities." 

One MP. when asked what 
it was like to be an ordinary 
member of the public, said: ’1 
can now announce the name 
of my mistress and you chaps 
in the press want be in the 
least bit interested." 


New rules to cost 
butchers £20,000 

By Michael Hornsby, agriculture correspondent 


TOUGH new controls "from 
farm to fork" will cost Brit¬ 
ain's 12,000 local butchers (up 
to £20,000 each in hygiene 
improvements. All shops han¬ 
dling fresh and cooked meats 
will require a special licence. 

The controls, proposed by 
the report of the Pennington 
inquiry into the E Coli out¬ 
breaks in Scotland, were ac¬ 
cepted as necessary yesterday 
by Michael Forsyth, the Scot¬ 
tish Secretary. 

But the Chartered Institute 
of Environmental Health 
complained that earlier rec¬ 
ommendations requiring sep¬ 


arate staff and counters for 
raw and cooked meats had 
been watered down. And the 
Consumers' Association was 
disappointed that the report 
did not call for an independent 
food agency. 

There is no direct censure in 
the report of Douglas Hogg, 
the Minister of Agriculture, 
nor of his department’s failure 
to pass fo the inquiry team a 
report on E Coli risks in 
slaughterhouses compiled by 
the Meat Hygiene Service at 
the end of 1995. 


Pennington report page 6 


The sun has got its hat on. So should you 


By Jeremy Laurance 

HEALTH CORRESPONDENT 

AN UNSEASONAL crop of red noses 
and sore necks prompted the earliest 
sunburn warning from the Cancer Re¬ 
search Campaign yesterday. 

And the Ptillen Research Unit said that 
the warm weather meant that the 
miseries of liayfever were likely to set in at 
least three weeks earlier than usual- 
After a week of brilliant sunshine, the 
cancer charity advised people to cover up 
to avoid the risk of skin cancer. A 
spokeswoman said: “We are issuing the 


warning earlier than ever because of the 
fine weather and the prediction of more to 
come." 

With the spring-like Temperatures, 
many people had been tempted to 
sunbathe, wrongly believing that they 
could not burn. The London Weather 
Centre said the recommended maximum 
period in the sun without protection was 
25 ro 30 minutes for people with fair skins 
and 40-45 minutes for those with average 
skins. 

The Cancer Research Campaign said 
that the risks of over-exposure were 
highest on the South Coast. “Weather 


experts predict that it will become more 
like S fain — arid in the summer months," 
the spokeswoman said. 

Hayfever sufferers were meanwhile 
told to expect to start sneezing in the next 
couple of weeks, when the birch pollen 
season reaches its peak. 

Dr Jean Emberlui, director of the 
Pollen Research Unit, said that up to 20 
per cent of the population were allergic to 
birch pollen, and this year the count was 
expected to Ik high. 

Heath fires, page 5 
Leading article, page 21 
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Agency is 
swamped 
by cases of 
wrongful 


conviction 


By Richard Ford 

HOME CORRESPONDENT 


THE huge number of alleged 
miscarriages of justice threat¬ 
ens to overwhelm the new 
organisation set up to deal 
with claims of wrongful con¬ 
viction, its chairman said 
yesterday. • 

The Criminal Cases Review 
Commission estimates that it 
will examine 1,500 cases a year 
and will receive six cases a day 
to study. A report published 
yesterday said the "initial 
wave of cases threatens to 
submerge" the commission. 

The report also discloses 
that implementing computer 
systems would be delayed for 
a "few months" and that case 
workers would not be in 
operation until June or July. 

Sir Frederick Crawford, 
chairman of the commission, 
said: "We are expecting an 
avalanche of cases as we move 
into the next few months." 

The commission is expected 
to have to deal with up to three 
million pages of material an¬ 
nually. Sir Frederick admit¬ 
ted: "We don’t know if we can 
cope. No one does." 

Sir Frederick brushed aside 
suggestions of any conflict of 
interest through his member¬ 
ship of .the Freemasons. “If I 
was involved in any dealing 
with which there was a con-' 
flict of interest, I would with¬ 
draw," he said. 

Sir Frederick said he did not 
know if tiie file on James 
Hanratty, hanged for the A6 
murder in 1962, had arrived at 
the commission. “I haven't 
seen the files on Hanratty and 
I don’t even know if they have 
arrived yet. When they come it 
will be a very extensive investi¬ 
gation." 

Funded by an annual 
E3.S million grant from 
Parliamentthe organisation 
has a staff of 40 and is still 
recruiting. 

Cases dealt with by the 
Commission will fall into 
three broad categories: old 
cases, such as Hanratty: those 
arising before the introduction 
of the Police and Criminal 
Evidence Act, which rest on 
issues such as confession evi¬ 
dence and investigation proce¬ 
dure and those arising after 
the Act, which rest on issues 
such as evidence disclosure. 



Baroness Thatcher signs an oil painting yesterday of the Canberra in San Carlos Bay. She was aboard for a commemorative dinner 


End of the cruise for Canberra, 


white hope of the Falklands 


SHE was the great white 
whale, the biggest single sit¬ 
ting target of the entire Falk¬ 
lands war. But unlike some of 
the leading politicians of that 
conflict, the P&O liner Can¬ 
berra has survived unscathed 
to honourable retirement 

Last night in her home port 
of Southampton the 36-yea r- 
old leviathan played host to a 
dinner for Baroness Thatcher, 
tiie Duke of York and many 
other familiar names from the 
last great British military ad¬ 
venture. The Prime Minister 
of the day was reunited with 
Lord Parkinson and Sir John 
Non. two members of her war 
cabinet 

The Duke, then a front-line 
naval helicopter pilot found 
himself among many of the 
military commanders who 
wrested victory 8,000 miles 
from home. Also there was 
Lord Carrington, who re- 


Political and military leaders joined the 
Duke of York to pay tribute to a floating 
Falklands veteran , writes Alan Hamilton 


signed as Foreign Secretary at 
the outset of the conflict 

On April S1962, Britain had 
just declared a 200-mile war 
zone around the islands and 
tiie Canberra, fitted at top 
speed with helicopter decks, 
was about to cast off from 
Southampton with nearly 
2,000 troops from the Third 
Battalion the Parachute Regi¬ 
ment and 42 Commando. 

The dinner, hosted by Lord 
Sterling, the P&O chairman, 
to mark the 15th anniversary 
of the ship’s departure for 
Ascension Island to join the 
task foroe, will be the last 
occasion of its kind. En Sep¬ 
tember Canberra, still mag¬ 


nificent but now feeling her 
age, will be taken out of 
service. 

Lady Thatcher who arrived 
stylishly with Sir Denis on the 
quayside in a black helicopter, 
instantly relived the days of 
nailbiting and ultimate glory 
she shared with the ship. 

“We could not have won if 
the merchant navy and the 
Canberra had not taken down 
all the soldiers and equip¬ 
ment There was not even time 
to paint her grey." .. . 

Among the military com¬ 
manders who sat.<3own to dine 
with their former Prime Min¬ 
ister were Lord Lewin, then 
chief of the defence staff. Lord 


B ram all. chief of the general 
staff. Rear Admiral Sir Sandy 
Woodward who commanded 
the task force, and Sir Jeremy 
Moore, commander of land 
forces who accepted the Ar¬ 
gentinian surrender. 

The 350 guests included 
many of the officers and crew 
of the five P&O ships 
requisitioned for tiie task 
force, led by Dennis Scott- 
Masson, 67, then captain of 
the liner. 

He recalled: “Undoubtedly, 
the worst moment of our 94 
days at sea was our day in San 
Carlos Bay. where we hoped 
to be protected from attack. 
We knew we were a very large, 
white object, the biggest thing 
in the Falklands, There was a 
great fear on board: it was 
difficult to believe they would 
not hit us." 

“There was no direct attack 
on the Canberra but she still 


had the narrowest of escapes. 
As soon as she left San Carlos 
Bay. under naval escort, her 
mooring was taken by HMS 
Antelope , which within re¬ 
ceived a direct hit. 

Her former captain has no 
doubt about the fate of his old 
ship. "She has always been a 
marvellous ship but, like the 
rest of us, she is mortal. She 
must be scrapped: you don’t 
want anyone else mucking 
about with her." 

The last word belongs to 
another dinner guest. Captain 
Christopher Bume. who was 
senior officer on board Can¬ 
berra during her Falklands 
war service. “We heard at one 
stage that we were going to 
have to take all the troops 
from the QE2 because the 
Canberra was regarded as 
expendable. That did our mo¬ 
rale a power of no good, 1 can 
tell you." 
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Ace dealer 


dodges 
the $31m 


questions 


By Jon Ashworth 


THE City super-trader 
Shigeru “Sugar" Myqjin re¬ 
treated behind a wall of si¬ 
lence yesterday, as his $31 
million (£19 million) package 
became the talk of the Square 
Mile. His employer, Salomon 
Brothers, blocked ail requests 
for information, other than 
conceding privately that Mr 
Myqjin does not drive his 
Ferrari to work. Neither does 
he arrive by bicycle. 

Now 47. he moved to 
London in 1995 from Tokyo, 
where his enormous earnings 
regularly made him a target 
for door-stepping TV crews. 
Insiders say he is determined 
ro shield his wife and family 
from newspaper scrutiny. 

Mr Myqjin is one of 23,146 
Japanese nationals living and 
working in London, often 
favouring Japanese 
neighbourhoods. Many of the 
early arrivals settled in Hen- 
dan and Finchley in north 
London, which was inevitably 
dubbed “Little Tokyo". Many 
newcomers prefer Acton, west 
London, which has the bene¬ 
fits of a Japanese school. Their 
families often speak tittle Eng¬ 
lish. and tend to stick to 
themselves, cushioned by a 
familiar network of Japanese 
restaurants and karaoke bars. 

Mr Myqjin’s package — 
$520,000 in salary, plus a $10 
million bonus. $2.06 million in 
shares, and $1S.S million in 
deferred payments — is virtu¬ 
ally unprecedented for a Japa¬ 
nese national. Japanese 
companies have long favoured 
a system of “lifetime employ¬ 
ment", which leans away from 
bonuses, company cars, and 
other Western-style perks. In¬ 
stead, the employer takes care 
of elderly relatives, and pro¬ 
vides other long-term benefits. 
The culture is changing, and 
big hitters such as Mr Myqjin 
are opting far massive short¬ 
term gains. 

There are 51.668 Japanese 
nationals living and working 
in the UK, according to the 
Japanese Information Centre. 
Their presence in the Q'ty is 
led by the Big Four Japanese 
securities houses Nikko, No¬ 
mura, Daiwa, and Yamaichi. 


Front line 


dispatch 
is first 
for Bell 


Continued from page 1 

impetus comes from local 
people. Let them choose be¬ 
tween us." 

Mr Hamilton: “What 1 
would like to say then is. are 
you prepared to give me the 
benefit of the doubt on the 
allegations that have been 
made against me?” 

Mr Bell: “Absolutely, abso¬ 
lutely ... I have no problems 
with that." 

Mr Hamilton: “That's all 
that I wanted, because in this 
country a man is innocent 
until proved guilty ” 

Mr Hamilton claimed a 
moral victory. He said he was 
glad Mr Bell had conceded 
that he was innocent and the 
couple walked off towards 
Knutsford looking pleased 
with the outcome of their 
shock strategy. 

Mr Bell, looking taken 
aback, joked: “I knew I had 
made my biggest mistake 
when I heard Mrs Hamilton 
say that 1 should bring my flak 
jacket with me.” 

Later in the day, it became 
clear that the encounter had 
clearly rankled Mr Bell. The 
once reluctant candidate said 
his sights were now set on 
becoming MP for Tatton. 
“After this morning I really 
hiave the personal motivation 
to see things through. We are 
really going to do something 
here. 

“1 thought it was going to be 
the shortest electoral cam¬ 
paign on record. I now know I 
am going to be your next MP. I 
am going to be the best 
member of Parliament you 
have ever had." 

He later told a well-wisher: 
"I want to get him out. I really 
do." 
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Teachers threaten to 


boycott grammar test 


English teachers are threatening to boycott grammar, 
spelling and punctuation tests to be introduced tor 14-year- 
olds this year. Members of the National Association for the 
Teaching of English say they are “banal and simplistic". 
Gabrielle Cliff Hodges, of the association, said yesterday 
that a vote at its annual conference last week, to support the 

principle of a boycott, was “intended as a signal to whoever 
is in power after tiie election — that mere would be- 
considerable support for a boycott". 

The tests, along with those for mental arithme tic, ar ete be 
piloted this summer and are intended to become compulsory 
□ext year. Five years ago. the association was in the forefront 
of opposition to the first National Curriculum tests. English 
teachers took the lead in agitation which prompted teaching 
unions to launch an all-out boycott In a statement yesterday, 
the association said: There is no evidence that the 
introduction of sucb a test would have a positive effect on 
teaching and learning about language It would be likely to 
reduce potentially rich areas of language study Jo the level of 
the banal and simplistic" 


£100m drug trial opens 


A Briton accused of being Europe's biggest drug dealer goes 
on trial in Holland today accused of running a £100 million 
racket to Good Britain with heroin, cocaine. Ecstasy and 
hashish. Curtis Warren is one of seven Britons in the dock in 
The Hague for a two-day hearing. They are charged with 
trafficking in drugs and illegal possession of guns, hand 
grenades and CS gas canisters. A Colombian will also 
appear, charged with involvement in the smuggling. The 
court will hear how a six-month Anglo-Dutch police and 
Customs operation claimed to have broken one of Britain's 
largest drug rings. The accused were arrested last October. 


Blackpool towers 


Blackpool Pleasure Beach, which attracts more than 17 
millon tourists a year, is the fourth most-visited attraction in' 
Europe, beating the Eiffel Tower. The Golden MDe has 
become so popular with Eastern Europeans that traders are 
selling “Kiss Me Quick" hats translated into Russian. 
Disneyland is the continent's top spot, followed by Notre 
Dame and the Pompidou Centre, all in Paris. The British. 
Museum came sixth in the Euromonitor survey. 


Carroll pictures for sale 


Four photographs of Alex¬ 
andra “Xie” Kitchen, right 
Lewis Carroll's favourite 
photographic mode!, are ex¬ 
pected to fetch up to £10.000 
at Sotheby's on May 2. 
Carroll entitles one of the 
pictures of the long-haired 
daughter of one of his 
greatest friends, the Rev 
G.W. Kitahin, The Prettiest 
Doll In the World. A photo¬ 
graph of her playing the 
violin is expected to fetch the 
highest price, £4v500. 


Police raid nets £500,000 


Detectives discovered £500.000 in cash hidden under a bed 
during a London-wide operation against burglars yesterday. 
The money was found during a raid on a bouse in 
Hounslow, west London—part of Operation Bumblebee—, 
and a man was arrested in connection with the illegal 
importation of alcohol. More than 2,000 officers targeted 
hundreds of addresses in the capital and, by 10am. there 
had been 360 arrests. 


Phone ‘trapped robber’ 


An Underground train robber was trapped when he 
answered a telephone pager he had stolen from a commuter, 
the Old Bailey was told. The policeman who called Leroy 
Fearon then dialled 1471 and found out his home number 
and address. Mr Fearon, IS, from Kilbum, north-west 
London, is alleged to have been one of a gang who terrorised 
passengers last spring. He denies robbery and firearm 
offences. The case continues. 
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High-flying union 
official grounded 
after hitting rival 


By Harvey Elliott 

AIR CORRESPONDENT 

paid union 
official has been dismissed for 
assaul ting a member of a rival 
organisation who was taunt¬ 
ing him about his luxurious 
lifestyle. 

Mike Coleman, a senior 
steward with British Airways, 
allegedly spat at. then 
V punched, another steward 
from a breakaway union in 
BA's main crew reporting 
area. Mr Coleman earns more 
plan E70.000 a year from his 
job as branch secretary of the 
British Airlines Stewards and 
Stewardesses Association 
2000 plus £32,000 working on 
BA's short haul operations 
and a daily allowance worth 
around £20,000 a year when 
he is on union business. 

He lives in a luxurious 
home complete with swim¬ 
ming pool and snooker table 
in Hampton, southwest 
London and sends his child¬ 
ren to public school. Details of 
his earnings became public as 
the trades union “watchdog", 
v the Certification Office, began 
T examination into allega¬ 
tions of financial irregularity 
in BASSA 2D0G mainly involv¬ 
ing another official and going 



Coleman: union official 

sacked for public brawl 

back at least five years. Last 
month the Certification Office 
notified Bill Morris, general 
secretary of the Transport and 
General Workers’ Union, that 
there was “no evidence of a 
significant issue of financial 
corruption". 

There was no suggestion 
that Mr Coleman had been 
involved in financial malprac¬ 
tice. Bur they said there was 
evidence of “extremely bad 
administration, weak finan¬ 
cial controls and non-imple¬ 
mentation of the union’s own 
rules regarding the control of 
branch finances", and ordered 
further investigations to take 



Taunts about Mr Coleman’s luxury house in south 
London and his £120.000 annual pay led to assault 


place. However, when Dave 
Fallon, another BA steward 
who belongs to the rival Cabin 
Crew 89 union which broke 
away from BASSA eight years 
ago. waved copies of a report 
into Mr Coleman's earnings 
in the Compass Centre at 
Heathrow, the BASSA official 
flew into a rage and allegedly 
spat at and then punched Mr 
Fallon. 

He was watched by "doz¬ 
ens" of crew, including pilots, 
many of whom gave state¬ 
ments to an inquiry. Mr 
Coleman was first suspended 
then formally dismissed in 
January. He appealed and 
after two further internal in¬ 
vestigations the dismissal was 
upheld, of which he was 
informed on Friday. 

British Airways last night 
confirmed that Mr Coleman 
had been dismissed. It said a 
disciplinary inquiry found 
that he had assaulted another 
BA employee: “Physical 
assault is construed as gross 
misconduct for which dismiss¬ 
al is the appropriate sanction." 

The Transport and General 
Workers* Union said last 
night that the matter was “still 
subject to various legal ac¬ 
tions" and ir could not 
comment Last night Mr Cole¬ 
man denied lhat he was 
making £100.000 a year and 
said he was “lucky to earn half 
that". He added that he did 
not touch Mr Fallon and that 
the BA case was "outrageous". 

The two unions have been 
rivals since Cabin Crew S9. set 
up with the help of the pilots' 
union Baipa to represent long 
haul cabin crew, broke away 
from BASSA. BASSA has 
around 8^00 members and 
Cabin Crew 89 has 3500Jim 
Welsh, who became general 
secretary of the breakaway 
group, was awarded £100.000 
in damages after a newsletter 
accused him of misusing 
TGWU hinds io set up Cabin 
Crew 89. 


Wedgwood 

Museum’s 

■J' 

finest vases 
are stolen 


Husband laced 
tea with poison, 
wife tells court 



By Tim Jones 


By Richard Dike 

AUCTION houses in Britain 
and America were alerted 
yesterday ro the theft of rare 
vases from the Wedgwood 
^ Museum in Staffordshire. 
v The thieves picked out the 
three most valuable pieces in 
the Victorian section of the 
museum, leading to the theory 
that they were stolen to order. 
The vases are said to be worth 
a total of £10,000. 

Security at the museum is 
being reviewed following the 
theft, which happened soon 
after it opened its doors last 
Saturday. 

A glass cabinet containing 
the three pieces of enamelled 
Parian ware daring from I860 
was forced open. It is unclear 
whether the cabinet alarm 
'failed to go off or had been 
disabled. The thieves ignored 
the other 150 items on show at 
the museum at Barlaston, 
near Stoke-on-Trent, which is 
visited by 200,000 people a 
year. 

The company said yester- 
^ day that it was offering a 
f substantial reward for the 
recovery of the vases. Two are 
deeribed as blue “Barber" 
bottles which stand almost a 
foot tail and die third, in 
green, is two inches shorter. 

Clare Elsby. of Wedgwood, 
said: “These pieces are partre- 
ulariv beautiful examples of 
Victorian ware. The thieves 
appear to have known what 
they' were doing." 


A WOMAN became suspi¬ 
cious when her normally 
“mean and obsessive" hus¬ 
band began bringing her tea 
in bed. a court was told 
yesterday. Biff Down even 
offered his wife Linda a second 
cup and took over the cooking, 
the jury was told. 

Down, described as a 
woman hater, became nice, 
pleasant and thoughtful, said 
Geraldine Chapman, for the 
prosecution. But the tea and 
the food was laced with rat 
poison, she alleged. 

Mrs Down, who had been 
married for 27 years, sianed to 
notice a strange smell in her 
tea, Northampton Crown 
Court was told. She began 
pouring it away, keeping the 
dregs in jam jars which she 
hid. After her husband started 
cooking she became ill. Mrs 
Chapman said: “He hated 
women. In fact this may have 
had something to do with his 
general attitude towards his 
marriage." 

She said that after one 
incident Mrs Down searched 
a kitchen cupboard and found 
a jar w»hich contained putrid 
smelling liquid. Mrs Down, 
who works part time with 
special needs children, told the 
court she became “very fright¬ 
ened" when it dawned on her 
her husband was trying to 
poison her. 

She said: “I was becoming 
more frightened. When he 


started bringing two cups up 1 
kept a jam jar upstairs and 
tipped the stuff into it when he 
was in the bathdroom. He saw 
I had drunk it and looked into 
the cup and asked if 1 wanted 
another cup. 

”1 was trying to act normal 
so l said that would be nice 
and ripped that away after he 
had gone to work." 

Asked how her husband 
was behaving. Mrs Down 
said: “A lot of the time he was 
really nice, really kind and 
thoughtful." Asked if that was 
unusual she said: “Yes. that 
made me really wary’- ft put 
me on alert." 

Mrs Down, of Burton Lati¬ 
mer. Northamptonshire, add¬ 
ed: “He never got on with his 
mum. He did not like her. I 
think over the years he trans¬ 
ferred thai dislike to me." 

Last August, the couri 
heard, she took her samples to 
the police for analysis. They 
hid a surveillance camera in 
the house and arrested her 
husband after watching him 
rake the rat poison into the 
kitchen before making the 
morning tea. 

Down. 50. denies four 
charges of administering poi¬ 
son with intent to endanger 
his wife's life or cause her 
grievous bodily harm. He also 
denies an alternative charge of 
administering poison with in¬ 
tent to injure, aggrieve or 
annoy. The case continues. 


■ Two old friends have more in 
common after sharing kidneys 

^ By Jeremy Laurance, health correspondent 


men selected for 
nsptants from the 
tr on the same day 
they had been 
school friends 20 
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dinter Mid Denise 
o were best friends 
ds primaty school 
r*. south London, in 
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Koffman. the transplant sur¬ 
geon who carried out the 
operation, said: “They both 
had kidney problems we 
couldn't cure and both ended 
up on dialysis. There are 
seven million people in this 
region but we only do 100 
transplants a year." 

Teresa Minter began hav¬ 
ing kidney problems when 
she was 17 but did not suffer 
complete failure until ten 
years later. She had one 
transplant, which failed ami 

had to go back on dialysis for 
a year before a second chance 
was offered in January. 
Denise Cullen did not know 
her kidneys were failing until 
18 months ago. Mr Koffman 
said: “By then her kidneys 


were virtually finished She 
was on dialysis for a year 
before the chance of a trans¬ 
plant came up." Both women 
have been diagnosed with 
nephritis (inflammation of the 
tissues). 

Teresa M inter, who is mar¬ 
ried and lives in Norwood 
south London, said "ft was 
an incredible moment. The 
chance of having a new 
kidney was fantastic in itself 
but now 1 have got a new best 
friend all over again. UTien 
we were children we were 
inseparable." 

Neither woman knows the 
name of the donor. Both have 
left hospital and there are no 
signs of their new organs 
being rejected. 
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It’s a hole in one — twice 


TWO golfers, Suzi Toft, left, 
and Jill Dyke, playing 
against each other in a four- 
ball competition, both shot 
holes-in-one at the same hole. 
The pair, playing atTrendiam 
golf course, near Stoke-on- 
Trent. Staffordshire, looked 
on amazed when their balls 
dropped into the lib-yard 


fourth hole within seconds of 
each other last Tuesday. The 
two were competing against 
each other in the four-ball 
with their friends Anna Bull¬ 
ock and Nancy Lane when the 
feat occurred Mrs Dyke, 60, 


who has been playing golf for 
20 years, said “Suzi went first, 
put the ball on the green and it 
ran down to the flag and 
dropped in. ! then saw my 
ball go in. We just couldn’t 
believe it we jumped around 


a lot, it was quite exciting." 
The group then returned to 
their game, with Mrs Dyke, 
who has a ten handicap, and 
her partner going on to win. 
The bookmakers Ladbroke’s 
said yesterday that the odds 
on such an achievement by 
two amateur golfers would be 
100 million to 1. 


Pavement rebels mount barricade 


By Daniel McGroky 

MIDDLE-CLASS residents of Royal Tun¬ 
bridge Wells manned a barricade yester¬ 
day to oppose the removal of their 19th- 
oentuiy red-brick pavement for use in a 
more upmarket part of the borough. 

Families brought out their picnic tables, 
confronted police and heckled workmen. 
They sang Sixties protest songs as they 
gathered behind the patio furniture that 
comprised their front line in Windmill 
SrreeL They are upset that their bricks are 
being hijacked to gemrify the Pantiles, 
two miles away, which they say already 
enjoys generous handouts from the 
council. 

Local officials pointed out that the 
Pantiles is the site of the original spa in 
Tunbridge Wells and is deemed a 
conservation area. They added that it is 
the borough’s main money-spinner as a 
tourist attraction. The street is cluttered 


with antique markets, coffee shops and 
pubs while some of the borough's most 
expensive housing fans out behind the 
Pantiles. 

Mark Sou than, a resident of Windmill 
Street, was defiant He said: "We will 
occupy the street day and night to stop the 
council plundering our heritage. Direct 
action is all that is left for us. The council 
thinks everyone in Royal Tunbridge 
Wells is too meek and mild to get involved 
in demonstrations but they are also telling 
us we are not posh enough for these 
pavements. They want to slap down black 
tarmac. They have turned us into 
militants” 

He aded: “This is a little part of 
England which wants to remain pleasant 
and we are not going to take being pushed 
around hence you are witnessing pave¬ 
ment power." 

Stephanie Flynn, another member of 
the Windmill Street rebellion, said: "We 


know their plan is to use our path to 
smarten up a pedestrian walkway from 
where the tourist coaches stop. Why 
should we be robbed?" She knew of six 
other middle-class streets that she said foe 
council planned to pillage. 

The rebels are hoping that by today the 
protest will have spread. 

The council, surprised by the residents’ 
action, held hurried meetings to consider 
how to defuse the rebellion but pointed 
out that it would cost twice as much to 
rebuild their pavement with breks than 
tarmacadam. 

The Liberal Democrat parliamentary 
candidate. Tony Clayton, turned up.at 
Windmill Street before breakfast to lend 
his support and conceded that his 
campaign was not being helped by the 
council's attitude over the red brides. 

Rival election candidates have pledged 
to take their place on the front line at 
Windmill Street today. 


Toiy peer’s 
son ‘milked 
clients of 
£630,000’ 

By Paul Wilkinson 

THE solicitor son of a former 
Tory party vice-chairman 
used hundreds of thousands of 
pounds of clients’ money to 
finance his gambling habit 
and to prop up a falling fish 
and chip business, a court was 
told yesterday. 

Simon Ka berry, the third 
son of Lord Kabeny of Adel, 
who was seriously injured in 
the IRA bomb attack on the 
Carlton Club in London in 
1990 and died the following 
year, pleaded not guilty at 
Newcastle Crown Coon to 
stealing £630,174 of clients’ 
money. He also denied three 
charges of false accounting 
and me of deception between 
September 1992 and January 
1994. 

The court had been told that 
Mr Kabeny was suspended 
by the Law Society and later 
allegedly confessed to police 
that he had been “robbing 
Peter to pay Paul". David 
Hatton. QC, for the prosecu¬ 
tion, said: “Very frequently, 
both Peter and Paul were 
being robbed and. by and 
large, neither were being paid 
their dues.” 

Mr Ka berry. 49, of Useds, 
was alleged to have got into 
financial difficulties in the late 
1980s. After his arrest in 
March 1994. the court heard, 
he told police that he derided 
the only solution would be to 
win huge amounts from bet¬ 
ting on horse racing. He also 
admitted “sitting on" his 
brother’s E24S.000 mortgage 
in an effort to make ms 
accounts add up. 

In a lengthy confession to 
police he stud: "Everything 1 
have touched has turned to 
disaster. I have created a 
horrible mess which I could 
not face or overcome. I have 
simply tried to windmill every¬ 
one’s money. 1 have no nest 
egg. 1 live in a tip and have not 
been on holiday. There is no 
woman in my life 1 have spent 
it on. 1 started gambling to fry 
to pay off the debts.” 

The trial continues. 
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Roux faces £400,000 
tax bill for abuse 


of pension rights 


By Kathryn Knight 
and Anne Ashworth 

THE restaurateur Michel 
Roux faces a £400,000 tax bill 
after an unsuccessful High 
Court challenge over his pen¬ 
sion arrangements. 

M Roux, 61, who runs the 
acclaimed Waterside Inn. had 
claimed that the Inland Reve¬ 
nue acted unreasonably by 
imposing a heavy tax penalty 
on his pension when £900,000 
from his company scheme was 
transferred into a specially 
created new fund. The Reve¬ 
nue considered this manoeu¬ 
vre to be tax avoidance. 

Lawyers for M Roux said 
that the Inland Revenue had 
overreacted by removing offi¬ 
cial approval horn his original 
scheme, of which his wife 
Robyn was also a member, 
and assessing the cash that 
had been invested in it for tax 
at the rate of 40 per cent. Mr 
Justice Tucker said yesterday 
that the Inland Revenue was 
entitled to see M Roux’s at¬ 
tempts to avoid tax as an 
“abuse of the system". 

During a three-day hearing 
last month. Andrew Thorn¬ 
hill. QC for M Roux, said the 
new pension fund had been a 

legitimate arrangement allow¬ 
ing M Roux to avoid having to 
buy an annuity. Normally 
when schemes are wound up. 
buying an annuity is the only 
option open to scheme mem¬ 
bers. An annuity is an invest¬ 
ment that pays an income for 



Rotuc lost High Court 
bid for judicial review 

life. But annuity deals can be 
unfavourable when interest 
rates are low. as at the 
moment 

Mr Thornhill said the In¬ 
land Revenue would be un¬ 
fairly penalising M Roux’s 
wife because she had had no 
knowledge of the new scheme 
being set up but would find 
her £300,000 pension fund 
savings liable to tax as well. 

Rejecting M Roux’s applica¬ 
tion for judicial review. Mr 
Justice Tucker said: “Whether 
die tax-avoidance scheme 
worked or not the Revenue 
was justified in withdrawing 
approval for the old scheme.” 

After the hearing, Paul 
Baxendale-Walker. a tax sol¬ 
icitor consulted by M Roux’s 
legal team, said: “This judg¬ 
ment contains some extraordi¬ 
nary and novel proposals on 
tax and pensions legislation. 


There is no doubt that there 
will be an appeal.” 

John Hinton, assistant di¬ 
rector of the Inland Revenue^ 
savings and investment divi¬ 
sion. said similar cases of tax 
avoidance were being investi¬ 
gated. “The judgment vindi¬ 
cates the action we took on 
this." 

Generous tax breaks are 
given- to encourage individ¬ 
uals to invest in pensions to 
provide for their old age but 
the Inland Revenue is ever 
watchful to ensure that this 
relief is not abused. 

Recently die Revenue has 
acted over certain types of 
scheme where individuals 
have extracted cash from pen¬ 
sion funds not with the aim of 
using the money for their 
retirement. In M Roux's case, 
the Inland Revenue found that 
the scheme had been badly 
managed and withdrew its 
approval, which meant that 
the fund had to pay 40 per cent 
tax. 

M Roux’s advisers tried to 
pre-empt the withdrawal of 
the approval by transferring 
the money to another scheme. 

Robin Ellison, head of pen¬ 
sions at Eversheds. the solici¬ 
tors. said: “The Inland 
Revenue has been watching 
these smaller schemes very 
carefully and is quite rightly 
acting where it sees any abuse. 
Cases like this are extremely 
rare and certainly do not affect 
members of conventional pen¬ 
sion schemes." 



Stephen Cyster with his three surviving children. Sarah. Thomas and Ben 
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Spice Girls 
sell 10m 
copies of 
first album 

The Spice Girls have sold 
their ten millionth album. 
Virgin Records yesterday an¬ 
nounced sales of 10.185,000 
copies of Spice in five months. 

A Virgin spokesman said- 
“It is incredible. Our project¬ 
ed UK sales were about 
300,000 and the general feel¬ 
ing was that domestic pop 
acts do not travel particularly 
well." 

The group's debut has 
grossed about £102 million, 
putting it among the music 
industry’s most successful re¬ 
leases. Oasis’s (Whafs The 
Story) Morning Glory? has 
sold 13 million copies world¬ 
wide since October 1995. The 
Pink Floyd's The Dark Side 
of the Moon from 1973 holds 
the British album record with 
sales of 28 million. 

Boy rape charge 

An li-yearold boy charged 
with raping a boy aged 12 is 
due to appear at Nottingham 
Crown Court for a pre-trial 
hearing next week. Police said 
that the alleged attack took 
place in the city last October 
when the accused was aged 
ten. He is also charged with 
robbery. 

Murder remand 

A man was charged with 
murdering and raping Louise 
Smith. 18. of Chipping Sod- 
bury. South Gloucestershire, 
after a disco on Christmas 
Eve. 1995. David Frost, 21. of 
Yate, was remanded in custo¬ 
dy for a week 

Cargo ship sinks 

The 3,000-ton cargo ship Cito. 
which ran aground in the 
Isles of Sally last month with 
the loss of 200 containers, has 
sunk Tourism officials said 
that virtually all the 90 tonnes 
of oil on beard was removed 
before she went down. 

Rods save lives 

A father and son saved them¬ 
selves after being trapped by 
the tide in Carmarthen Bay by 
sticking their 9ft fishing rods 
into a sandbank and dinging 
on. Hank Vandom and his 
son Henry. 17. were rescued 
after two hours. 

Cancer child dies 

Andrew Morris. 8, died in a 
swimming pool while on a 
holiday to prepare him for 
cancer treatment Andrew, 
from Southampton, was 
swimming with his mother at 
Center Parcs at Warminster, 
Wiltshire. 

Animal heaven 

A vicar hit a parishioner's pet 
donkey and killed it while 
driving from his church in 
Ashford Hill, Hampshire: 
The Rev Bernard Marshall 
61. said: “I was fairly prayer¬ 
ful afterwards. I hope St 
Francis is looking after her." 


Father haunted 
by memory of 
sons drowned 

on fishing trip 
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THE father of two boys who 
drowned on a fishing trip 
described yesterday the agony 
of living with the knowledge 
that one had given up his life 
to save him. 

Stephen Cyster was given a 
lifejacket by his son Paul, IS, 
as they struggled to survive in 
the Bristol Channel after their 
boat sank in January. Since 
then he has been haunted by 
the image of Paul swimming 
away with time parting words 
“I love you, dad”. 

The teenager's body was 
recovered on Good Friday in 
the River Avon beneath Clif¬ 
ton suspension bridge. The 
body of his brother David, 10, 
was found on the banks of the 
Severn, 11 days after the 
accident 

Mr Cyster said that losing 
two sons had brought him to 
the brink of suicide. He was 
treated in hospital for hypo¬ 
thermia when rescued, and 
then spent three weeks in a 
psychiatric unit receiving 
treatment for post-traumatic 
stress disorder. 

His distress was compound¬ 
ed last week by the arrival of a 
Christmas card handmade by 
David, postmarked December 
Z Only the needs of his other 
children, Sarah. 8. Ben. 3. and 
Thomas, Z had given him the 
strength to live, he said. 

“Paul made the ultimate 
sacrifice: he had the lifejacket 
but he gave it to me. I have 
contemplated suicide since, 
but then Paul’s sacrifice would 
have been meaningless.” Mr 
Cyster, 40, said. 

“I would swap places with 
either or both of my boys if it 
was possible. Kids are the 
most precious thing in the 
world. You don’t realise that 
until you lose them." 

Mr Cyster. of Sea Mills. 
Bristol, and his friend Dave 
Sperring took the two boys 
into the Bristol Channel in an 
18ft cabin cruiser on January 
12. David had been urging his 
father for weeks to take him on 
his first fishing trip. 

They attempted to anchor 
near Portishead pier for a final 
30 minutes’ fishing, but the 
anchor snagged in submerged 
rocks and the boat capsized on 
the rapidly rising tide. 

“It was all so fast, it hap¬ 
pened in seconds. I was in the 
water. Paul came up to me. I 
was drowning. I was going 
down. He was shaking the hell 
out of me and shouting. 

“We were both holding on to 
the lifejacket He gave it to me. 
If I had known what he was 
going to do I would not have 
let him. I heard Paul shout *1 
love you, dad’ and he swam 
away. 

"The temperature of the 
water was freezing, but I felt 
like 1 was on Ere. It was 
terrifying." He was kept 



David Cyster. was on 
Iris first fishing trip 



Paul Cyster: handled 
lifejacket to his father 

awake by shouting from Mr 
Sperring. Thirty minutes later 
they were rescued by a pass¬ 
ing boat “1 felt like 1 was 
dying. It was like someone 
was walking around a .house, 
switching the lights off." said 
Mr Cfyster, who is unemployed. 

Mr Sperring, 59, said after¬ 
wards: “1 was swearing at 
Steve, railin g him every name 
under the sun to stop him 
losing consciousness. All I can 
surmise is that Paul tried to 
swim to shore. If it had been 
the summer and not so cold, 
he might have made it” 

Mr Cyster's wife Tracey. 33, 
said she had been reduced to 
tears by the arrival of the card 
and the fact that Paul would 
never see it_ This was the first 
card David had ever sent / 
will always cherish it I was 
really upset and angiy 
because Paul could not see it 
and we can’t say thank you to 
David because he is not here." 

The card, which has a 
picture of a goat was made by 
David at a Sunday club meet¬ 
ing at his local church. It had 
the message To Mum. Dad, 
Tom, Ben, Sarah and Sparky 
Jow and Pool [Paul], Have a 
good time. Happy Christinas. 
Love from David." 

Mrs Cyster said thar she 
had left the card unopened for 
some time after it arrived, 
unable to bring herself to look 
at the message. 
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Shortage of rain 
puts heathlands at 
risk from arsonists 
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By Nick Nititau. 
environment 

CORRESPONDENT 

THOUSANDS of acres of 
Britain's remaining heath- 
lands are at risk from fire as 
the dry conditions make dead 
gorse and heather vulnerable 
to arsonists and careless 
visitors. 

Officials at the Council for 
National Parks, which repre- 
* sents areas such as Dartmoor. 
" the Peak District and Brecon 
Beacons national parks, called 
yesterday for more sophisti¬ 
cated firefighting techniques. 

Yesterday police arrested a 
61-year-old local man after a 
fire devastated part of Dart¬ 
moor. He has been released on 
bail. The blaze turned about 
350 acres of heathland. which 
was about to be designated 
pan of a National Nature 
Reserve, into what police 
called a “lunar landscape”. 

Fire crews also yesterday 
tackled grass and gorse fires 
in Delamere Forest, near 
Helsby, Cheshire, and at 
Scarborough. North York¬ 
shire. They urged children to 
, stop playing with matches 
£ during the dry conditions 
amid fears that the scale of 
grass, heath and forest fires in 
1997 could outstrip 1995. 

During that year accidental 
and deliberate outdoor fires 
rose by 54 per cent This year 
soil moisture levels are run¬ 
ning low, especially in south¬ 
ern and eastern England, after 
exceptionally dry conditions. 
Rivers, lakes and ground 
aquifers are at! also below 
seasonal averages. 

After the Dartmoor fire, 
Phil Page, an English Nature 
ivardeni said a rare colony of 
Dartford warblers had been 
lost as had a colony of rare 
High Brown fritillaiy butter¬ 
flies. Plants such as sundews 
and several types of orchid 
were hit. The area, known as 
Trendlebere Dawn, is unlikely 
to recover for 20 years. 

Mr Page said: “We desper¬ 
ately need rain. We have had 
no Qush of new growth. We 
have a mat of dead vegetation 
which is higldy inflammable 
and the ground is tinder dry.” 
Experts consider limited 


The 
Brecklands 


.^JExnwor 




•4*' 

v,. 


Bodmin I - f « **- -.* 

Moor-~b Fo! ®f _r- 

iy t \ C&VF* — - 

'East Devon 
Uzard \ Commons 
PBrtnsuta Dartmoor 


f 


burning, carried out by land- 
owners. helps to improve 
heather growth. But uncon¬ 
trolled fires devastate cover for 
threatened species such as 
sand lizards, natterjack toads 
and smooth snakes, making 
them vulnerable to predators. 
Plants which normally survive 
heath fires find it impossible 
to exist when the land is 
repeatedly burnt 

Mr Page said all the heaths 
in southwest England were at 
risk because of the drought, 
including Dartmoor. Exmoor. 
Bodmin Moor, the Lizard 
peninsula and the east Devon 
commons inland from Ex¬ 
mouth and Budleigh Salter- 
ton. 

Andrew Nicholson of Eng¬ 
lish Nature in Dorset said that 
county's heathlands were also 
at risk. Last year those near 
urban areas were worst hit by 
fires. About a quarter of 
Canford Heath, near Poole, 
has been devastated by a fire 
blamed on bored children 
playing with matches. 

English Nature, the govern¬ 
ment’s wildlife adviser, is also 
concerned about the wildlife 
and heaths around the New 
Forest in Hampshire, the 
Sumy heaths stretching be¬ 
tween Chobham and Fren- 
sham, and Brecklands. an 
internationally important 
heathland on the Suffolk-Nor- 
falk borders. 

Steve Betty, of English Na¬ 
ture's Surrey team, said the 
county's heaths supported 
rare populations of dragon¬ 
flies. including the white-faced 
darter, all of which are vulner¬ 
able to fire damage. 

Bill Gumett, head ranger at 
Exmoor National Park, said 
yesterday that improved 
firefighting measures were 
essential. He said that in 


Stalker 
jailed for 
harassing 

* ex-lover 

By Audrey Magee 

A PRIMARY SCHOOL teach¬ 
er sobbed in court yesterday as 
the ex-boyfriend who stalked 
her after they broke up was 
jailed for two years. Christo¬ 
pher McEwen. 37, tormented 
Trudy Efowell, 27, by phoning 
her more than 130 times in a 
single month and twice broke 
into her home. 

During the nine-month 
stalking campaign, Miss Pow¬ 
ell once found McEwen hiding 
behind her bedroom door as 
she discussed security with a 
policeman. 

Passing sentence at Win¬ 
chester Crown Court, Assis¬ 
tant Recorder Gavin 
Chalmers told McEwen that 
he had shown “no respect for 
her JMiss Powell’s! privacy or 
her feelings." 

d McEwen. of Bradfield, near 
Reading. Berkshire, admitted 
causing actual bodily harm. 
He became obsessed with 
Miss PbweU when their tftree- 
vear relationship ended . They 
had lived together arid he 

found the break-up difficult to 
accept. He was arrested sev¬ 
eral times around her h°me. 

Christopher Parker, for the 
prosecution, said Miss Powell, 
of Bordon. Hampshire, had 
became paranoid, sunerea 
headaches and disturbed 

■ sleep. She consulted a psycrua- 
SSfwas tearful and comp ¬ 
ly looking over her jj°u*de r a 
He said: “She changed from a 
normally bubbly 

4 personality into someone suf- 

*f£i£g from depressive 

Sy SimonCa rr . 

said McEwen had wanted _to 

* talk to Miss Powell abo ^*e 

relationship and his prop^y. 

which he had tned to iretneve. 

■ But Miss Powell found his 
approaches threatening. 


Funerals 

watchdog 

condemns 

services 

By Sara McConnell 

A WOMAN whose husband's 
ashes were lost by a funeral 
company has been awarded 
£2.650 for her distress, the 
highest compensation pay¬ 
ment by the Funeral 
Ombudsman. 

Professor Geoffrey "Wood- 
ruffe, the ombudsman, said 
three payments of more than 
£1.000 had been made. In one 
case a couple were awarded 
£1,600 when their baby’s body 
was left In the funeral parlour 
instead of being taken to the 
crematorium. 

Publishing his annual re¬ 
port yesterday. Professor 
Woodroffe expressed concern 
that higher payments could 
be a sign of further deteriora¬ 
tion in the service offered by 
funeral directors. While the 
number of complaints re¬ 
mained about the same, com¬ 
pensation payments had 
increased and exceeded 
£1.000 for the first time The 
average payment was £814 in 
the seven cases upheld. 

About three quarters of the 
complaints related to crema¬ 
tions, the most common form 
of funeral. Problems with the 
disposal of ashes headed the 
fist Professor Woodroffe saitfc 
“Sometimes ashes are scat¬ 
tered when the family wished 
them to be retained for burial. 
Sometimes burial takes place 
without the funeral director 
notifying the family- Occa¬ 
sionally ashes are temporarily 
lost.” 

Professor Woodroffe said 
he had to reject nearly 60 per 
cent of complaints received 
last year because the funeral 
companies were outside the 
ombudsman scheme. 
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It was with the help of Marga¬ 
ret Herbertson (now Pawley) 
that Lady Tempter (obiruaiy. 
April 7) set up the Malayan 
Women’s Institute, rather 
than with that of Margaret 
Herbison MP. Udy Tempier 
founded the Commonwealth 
Society for the Deaf. Sir Ger¬ 
ald Tempier was Constable of 
the Tower of London, and 
founded the National Arm} 
Museum. 


Australia fire fighters used 
foaming technologies to in¬ 
crease the amount of water 
available when tackling blazes 
in remote areas. They had 
well-equipped, all-terrain fire 
engines able to move quickly 
in difficult countryside. 

In Spain and France aircraft 
capable of scooping water 
from lakes are used for 
firefighting..In contrast, most 
of Britain's beauty spots are 
staffed by voluntary fire war¬ 
dens trained in setting up fire 
breaks and backed by water 
bowsers. 

A spokesman for English 
Nature, which administers the 
network of Sites of Special 
Scientific Interest said: “We 
can deal with small fires, and 
thankfully incidents of the 
scale of the Dartmoor fire are 
still rare. But this could be¬ 
come an increasing problem 
that the environmental organ¬ 
isations need to start 
addressing." 

Leading article. 

Letters, page 21 
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Dartmoor gutted by fire: about 350 acres were reduced this week to what police called a “lunar landscape” 
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Health officials claim key proposals arising from deadly outbreak have be en watered down 

MIKE WILKINSON m + m 

BlltcherS told to Victim^given 48 

bear cost of E.coli afraid to go out 

% • ^^ By Shirley Encush 

nyeiene mcsisurcs a «IK™ 

%J C. J .._ . m| breaks, one victim is still more than 2sL 


By Shirley Engush 


By Shirley English and Michael Hornsby 


ABOUT 12000 butchers’ 
shops across the United King¬ 
dom will be forced to spend up 
to £20,000 improving hygiene 
£s a result of the report into 
Scotland’s Exoli 0157 food 
poisoning epidemic which 
killed 18 people. 

Under the 32 recommenda¬ 
tions made by Professor Hugh 
Pennington, all butchers sell¬ 
ing raw and cooked meat who 
are not already registered 
under the Food Safely Regula¬ 
tions, 1994, will have to be 
licensed. Shops will also have 
to have strict separation in the 
storage, production, sale and 
display of unwrapped raw 
and cooked meat and, where 
possible, separation of staff 
involved. That represents a 
softening of the original rec¬ 
ommendations made in the 
interim report, which said that 
when handling raw and 
cooked products, different 
staff would have to be used. 

The recommendations were 
accepted by Michael Forsyth, 
Scottish Secretary, on behalf 
of the Government Labour, 
the Scottish National Party 
and the Liberal Democrats 
criticised Mr Forsyth for fail¬ 
ing to go further to protect the 
public. The official report 
stopped short of recommend¬ 
ing an independent food stan¬ 


dards agency, a plan endorsed 
by Labour. 

The report means that the 
Meat Hygiene Service will be 
given additional powers to 
enforce high standards in 
abattoirs and in the transpor¬ 
tation of livestock. Farms 
must present cattle for slaugh¬ 
ter in a “dry and clean” 
condition. 

The report states that all 
raw meat should be treated as 
though, it is contaminated. 
Further research into the 
Exoli OJ57 bacterium is also 
recommended. 

Publishing his recommen¬ 
dations yesterday, Professor 
Pennington, a microbiologist 
at Aberdeen University, said 
he hoped that if all 32 propos¬ 
als were implemented, they 
would prevent another out¬ 
break in Britain. 

He added that the time had . 
come, in the face of such a 
“dangerous and unpleasant 
organism", to end the "light- 
touch approach" to enforce¬ 
ment that had been prevalent 

The professor said that it 
was not his remit to go into the 
circumstances of the Lanark¬ 
shire outbreak last November 
which affected 400 people, or 
to apportion blame; that 
would be covered by the fatal 
accident inquiry. He could 



Professor Pennington introduces his report yesterday 


make no comment about John 
M. Barr & Son. of Wishaw. 
because of pending criminal 
proceedings. He also refused 
to criticise the Government 
and local authorities. 

He said: "The existing regu¬ 
lations are inconsistent, un¬ 
clear and confusing in places 
and sometimes difficult to 
enforce. Where there has been 
a light-touch approach over 
the past 12 to 18 months, the 
time tor that has passed.” 

Health officials expressed 
dismay last night that some 
key hygiene recommendations 
had been “watered down” in 
the final report The Chartered 
Institute of Environmental 
Health said it was worried 
that the proposals would 
appear to allow raw and 
uncooked meat to be handled 
by the same staff. 

David Sfatham. chairman 
of the institute's food commit¬ 
tee. said: “Professor Pen¬ 
nington has made a massive 
shift away from the proposals 
on the separate handling of 
raw and fresh meat contained 
in the interim report in Janu¬ 
ary. He is now saying that 
smaller businesses may not be 
required to have separate 
staff, provided there are wash¬ 
ing facilities in the serving 
area. Very careful washing, 
including scrubbing, is need¬ 
ed to be certain of removing 
E.coli bacteria. I doubt wheth¬ 
er that is feasible in a busy 
shop." 

The National Federation of 
Meat and Food Traders, 
which represents 3,000 of 
Britain's 12,000 local butchers, 
said it was pleased by the 
“more realistic” tone of the 
final report 

Sainsbury’s said that it 
would ensure that sausages, 
bacon and blade pudding 
were treated as fresh meat and 
not induded with cooked 
meats on counters. 



Mary Cairns and Ian McFarlane want to know exactly what caused the outbreak 


FOUR months after the most 
serious of the E. coli out¬ 
breaks, one victim is still 
suffering after-effects of the 
devastating illness and strug¬ 
gling to return to normality. 

Mary Cairns, 40. of 
Overtown, Lanarkshire, who 
was given 48 hours to live after 
being struck down in Novem¬ 
ber, has lost her short-term 
memory and has a weakened 
immune system that makes 
her afraid to leave her home. 
The only time she ventures out 
is to visit hospital for the 
checks on her heart, kidneys 
and lungs that will continue 
for at least a year. She may 
need kidney dialysis for life. 

Days after the outbreak in 
nearby Wishaw was an¬ 
nounced. she became ill. 
There followed a month-long 
fight for her life at three 
hospitals after her kidneys, 
heart and lungs began to fail. 

After weeks of intensive 
treatment, including kidney 
dialysis, blood transfusions 
and ten painful injections a 
day into her abdomen to stop 
her blood coagulating, doctors 
told her partner of six years, 
lan McFarlane, she might die. 

They said later that she may 
have been saved by her rela¬ 
tive youth and her determ¬ 
ination to Live. Ms Cairns left 


hospital on December 20 
weighing 6st 71b. She had lost 
more than 2sL 

Yesterday she said: “At one 
point I remember saying m 

Iai. I dont think I am going to 

make ft. But then I thought I 
could not let this illness beat 
me. Now I am slowly getting 
better, although I am scared to 
go out in case I catch anything 
and I'm still wobbly on my 
feet" 

Mr McFarlane. 50, a former 
bus driver, said: 'The thought 
of losing her. you cannot 
describe the feelings at the 
time. It was horrific. She was 
so ill with constant diarrhoea 
for 15 days.” 

He added: "We would like to 
know what happened here. 
That surely was the whole 
point of the Pennington inqui¬ 
ry. But I believe Professor 
Pennington has been brought 
in to find excuses. T don't think 
he will find anyone to blame." 

Paul Santani. the solicitor 
representing Ms Cairns and 
more than 50 other victims, 
said: “We want to know what 
the circumstances of the out¬ 
break are. If Professor 
Pennington does not outline 
that, then we are looking at his 
recommendations in isolation 
and the question has to be, is 
this a complete whitewash?" 


Risk from sufferers can last for weeks 


AFTER young children have 
apparently recovered from 
the diarrhoea caused by an 
infection with E.coli 0157. 
they may still continue to 
excrete the bacteria for up to 
three times as long as adults. 
The Lancet has recently re¬ 
ported. This earner state may 
be intermittent: one set of 
negative swabs and subse¬ 
quent bacterial cultures does 
not prove that the child is free 
from infection (Dr Thomas 
Stuttaford writes). 

Treating children's E. coli 
infection with antibiotics does 
not ensure that they do not 


Medical briefing 
—-*- 


become carriers, and nor is it 
possible for die doctor to 
predict the likelihood of their 
remaining infectious by as¬ 
sessing the severity of the 
initial symptoms. Some child¬ 
ren who had no more than a 
mild stomach upset may re¬ 
main infectious for weeks. 
With others who are very iU, 


die bacteria is cleared within 
days. American research has 
shown that the usual time for 
an adult to remain infections 
is less than a week! It is at 
least 17 days in children. It can 
be much longer. 

As a quarter of all cases 
result from direct spread from 
others, rather than contami¬ 


nated food. The Lancers re¬ 
port underlines the impor¬ 
tance of keeping children with 
diarrhoea away from nursery 
schools and creches, and the 
need for staff to practise high 
standards of hygiene. 

The severity of the compli¬ 
cations makes public health 
. precautions essentiaL When 
tiie news that people had been 
admitted to hospital in Scot¬ 
land after befog infected with 
• E. coli 0157 broke; the first 
reaction was often "So ‘what— 
just another outbreak of food 
poisoning". Except for The 
Times, little publicity was 


given to the severity of the 
complications or to the fact 
that (he usual symptoms of 
food poisoning were as noth¬ 
ing compared to the devasta¬ 
tion which could be wrought 
by haemorrhagic colitus after 
this bacterial infection. 

Young children are particu¬ 
larly likely to suffer the 
haemolytic uraemia syn¬ 
drome, acute anaemia, failure 
of the blood dotting mecha¬ 
nism. and renal failure. Some 
may need dialysis for life, ora 
kidney transplant Some el¬ 
derly survivors have their 
intellects damaged 
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Astronomers present picture of Universe from Big Bang throug h to man’s search fo? jilie n world s ^ 

Telescope 


Scientists solve mysteiy 
of how galaxies formed 





By Nigel Hawkes 

SCIENCE EDITOR 

ASTRONOMERS at Durham 
University believe they have 
solved the mystery of how the 
galaxies formed. 

By oombining theory with 
new observations from tele¬ 
scopes on land and in space, 
they have produced a com¬ 
plete description of the evolu¬ 
tion of the galaxies, beginning 
a few hundred thousand years 
after the Big Bang. 

Strong supporting evidence 
has come from images taken 
by the Hubble Space Tele¬ 
scope and the Keck Observa¬ 
tory in Hawaii, which can see 
objects so distant that they 
appear as they were a billion 
years after the Big Bang, less 
than a tenth of the age of the 
universe. In these shots, a 
team led by Professor Carlos 
Frank has identified "proto- 
galaxies" only a thousandth as 
large as today's galaxies. 

"We predicted the existence 
of these objects before they 
were seen," Professor Frank 
said yesterday. "It’s fairly rare 
to make predictions in astron¬ 
omy and see them come true." 

The results are to be pre¬ 
sented tomorrow at the Nat¬ 
ional Astronomy Meeting at 
Southampton University by 
Dr Carlton Baugh, also from 
Durham. They worked with 
Dr Shaun Cole of Durham 
and Dr Cedric Lacey of the 
Theoretical Astrophysics 
Centre in Copenhagen. 

The first stage in the genesis 


BIRTH OF THE GALAXIES 



E*ot:e particles create Proto-galaxies grow as 
gravity, causing they draw in cas 

matter to clump to Jo.-m first stars 


of the galaxies. Professor 
Frank says, were the "ripples 
in space" found by Nasa’s 
Cosmic Background Explorer 
satellite. These tiny variations 
in the radiation that bathed 
the universe soon after the Big 
Bang, still detectable today in 
the form of microwave radia¬ 
tion, were the seeds from 
which stare formed. 

The next step occurs when 
matter begins to form chimps, 
under the influence of gravity 
created by a universe full of 
exotic particles, known as cold 
dark matter. “We don’t know 
what these particles were, but 
it doesn't matter for the 


theory," Professor Frank says. 
"All that matters is that they 
created the gravity which 
brought material together to 
form the embryonic galaxies. 
As these grew bigger, they 
began to pull in gas from 
space. This gas was initially 
very hot but as it was pulled in 
it cooled, radiating energy and 
turning into stars.” 

These are die primeval gal¬ 
axies. now identified as real 
from telescope images of the 
deep sky. The first evidence 
came from the W illiam Her- 
schel Telescope in die Canary 
Islands, a British instrument, 
and the tell-tale sign was that 


the young stars were blue, and 
had part of their light spec¬ 
trum obscured by the gas 
clouds that surrounded them. 
More recent observations 
from the Hubble and Keck 
telescopes have confirmed the 
findings, and found still more 
primeval galaxies. 

The proto-galaxies grew by 
colliding with one another and 
merging into increasingly 
large galaxies. Professor 
Frenk says. This process, 
which began about a billion 
years after the Big Bang, 
continues at slower speed 
today. Its products are the 
typical spiral galaxies of 
which our own. the Milky 
Way, is one. 

litis is not the end of the 
process, however. The evi¬ 
dence is that spiral galaxies 
continue to collide with one 
another, to form elliptical 
galaxies. 

Our own is expected to 
collide with the Andromeda 
galaxy in ten billion years. But 
by then, any effects on human 
beings will be academic. If we 
have not devised a way of 
leaving the solar system, we 
will be long dead, as the Sun 
has only about another five 
billion years to go before it 
flares into a red giant and 
destroys the inner planets. 

Professor Frenk compares 
the process of explaining the 
evolution of the galaxies with 
that of piecing together the life 
of an individual from pictures 
taken as a baby, an infant, a 
teenager, and an old mam 
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By Nigel Hawkes 


THE brightest supernova 
since 1604 was file result of die 
explosion of a star that had 
earlier consumed its partner 
in an act of stellar cannibal¬ 
ism, the'National Astronomy 
Meeting will be told 
tomorrow.. 

2' T$ie supernova, known as 
1987A, was" observed on Feb- 


years, resulting in a rapidly- 
spinning star containing thor¬ 
oughly-mixed material from 
its companion. Because it was 
spinning so fast, it was unable 
to shrink without throwing off 
material to create a disc 
around its centre—the origin 
of the nebula. 

Then it did shrink to be- 


ruaiy 23 ten years ago and has come a blue supergiant, be- 
proved something of a mys- ’ fore finally exploding. Only 


tery. Sudden flares in the sky 
are the results of stars explod¬ 
ing. but the star whose de¬ 
struction caused I987A was 
much smaller than usual — a 
blue supergiant, about 40 
times the size of the Sun, 
rather than the expected red 
supergiant, more than 1,000 
times the size of the Sun. 

There was also a strange 
veil, or nebula, surrounding 
what was left of the exploded 
star, and material from the 
star's core was mixed with 
that from its outer layers. 

Dr Philipp Podsiadlowski 
of Oxford University will tell 
the conference that the expla¬ 
nation lies in the strange 
history of the star. It started as 
one member of a pair, which 
combined about 30,000 to 
60,000 years ago. 

The process took only a few 


this sequence of events can 
explain the strange anomalies 
of the supernova, according to 
Dr Podsiadlowski 
□ British astronomers are 
preparing for the launch of a 
major space mission this year 
which will land a probe on the 
surface of Saturn’s largest 
moon. Titan, A rocket carry¬ 
ing the Cassin i-Huygens 
spacecraft will blast off from 
Cape Canaveral on October 6. 

Seven years and two billion 
miles later, the spacecraft 
should reach Saturn. The 
European Space Agency's 
Huygens probe will detach 
from the Cassini orbiter and 
parachute drop into the or¬ 
ange clouds that surround 
Titan. No-one can predict 
whether it will land on a solid 
frozen surface or an ocean of 
liquid ethane and methane. 


to seek 
new forms 
of life in 
deep space 

By Nigel Hawkes ' 

WORK is beginning on a 
giant deep-space telescope de¬ 
signed to search for life out¬ 
side the solar system. The 
spacecraft, named after Char¬ 
les Darwin, will have the task 
of seeking out new life on alien 
worlds. Unlike the starship J 
Enterprise in Star Trek, how¬ 
ever, it will be unmanned. 

The Darwin Space Infrared 
Interferometer will be more 
than 100 metres wide, and will 
consist of six small telescopes 
50 metres apart Signals from 
each telescope would be sent to 
a central part of the spacecraft 
and combined in a technique 
known as interferometry. 

This will allow great sensi¬ 
tivity in picking up signals in 
the infrared region of the 
spectrum. Using infrared 
means that the satellite should 
not be so easily blinded by 
radiation from each star as it 
tries to pick out planets in 
orbit around it 
Stars shine a billion times ^ 
brighter than planets, which is ^ 
why h is impossible to see 
planets orbiting distant stars 
using an optical telescope. But 
at infrared wavelengths stars 
are only a million times 
brighter, greatly improving 
the odds of detecting a planet 
Although it has long been 
assumed that stars other than 
the Sun do have planets, there 
has not been much supporting 
evidence. From its station 
somewhere between the orbits 
of Mars and Jupiter, Darwin 
should be able to observe such 
planets directly and perhaps 
pick up evidence of water 
which would show that they ^ 
possess oceans. Even more ▼; 
exciting would be the discov¬ 
ery of ozone, which could only 
be produced by oxygen, and 
which in turn is proof of the 
existence of life. 

Preliminary studies of the 
project have been launched 
recently by the European 
Space Agency, and it will be 
discussed at the National As¬ 
tronomy Meeting in South¬ 
ampton on Friday by Dr Alan 
Penny of Rutherford Appleton 
Laboratory in Oxfordshire. 

The aim is to concentrate the 
search on 300 stars which lie 
within 50 light years of Earth 
— virtually next door, in 
astronomical terms. "The tele¬ 
scope will be able to determine 
if there are Earth-sized planets 
around nearby stars, and to 
examine their spectra (wave¬ 
lengths of light) to see if they 
have an atmosphere like the*, 
Earth’s,” Dr Penny said. ~ 
Three years ago I would 
have thought this was a far¬ 
fetched idea. But we’ve been 
looking at the technology for a 
while now and I’m optimistic. 
There are already military 
structures of this size, and the 
design is also looking feasible 
with today’s technology." 

Dr Penny said the Darwin 
deep-space telescope would 
probably cost about £500 mil¬ 
lion, and could be launched 
around 2015. 


Fishing basket may have 
caught Henry VIII’s lunch 


By A Staff Reporter 

ARCHAEOLOGISTS believe 
a wicker fishing basket uncov¬ 
ered in the moat at the Tower 
of London could have been 
used to catch fish for Henry 
VIII* table. 

The basket, shaped like a 
fish trap, is in what used to be 
called the West Moat west of 
the White Tower, which was a 
fishing area used exclusively 
for the Royal Household in the 
16th century. Close to it are the 
backbones of two carp. 

Graham KeevilJ, director of 
the excavation, said the basket 
dated from the late \5th centu¬ 
ry to the middle of the 16th 
centuiy. when fish from the 
moat would have been cooked 
for the Royal Household. Hen¬ 
ry ruled from 1509 until his 
death in 1547. 

Mr ■ Keevill said: "To un¬ 
earth something like this in a 
moat anywhere would be very 
interesting, but to find it in a 
World Heritage Site is ex¬ 
tremely important The dis¬ 
covery backs up all the 
documentary sources we have 
on this period. 

“Artefacts made from or¬ 
ganic materials such as wicker 
rarely survive due to bacterial 
decay from the soil.” Conser¬ 
vation experts believe that the 
basket was preserved by water 
fevels in the day and by being 
buned four metres below the 
surface. 

The nine-strong team of 
archaeologists noticed pieces 
of wickerwork protruding 



A Beefeater with the fishing basket at the Tower 


evening'burdefojS unrartlf “ ntainer wi11 needed id 
ine it to stnn it ensure that the basket re. 


v B JL fo h dr ying out. 
Yesterday they prepared to lift 

me fn^e basket with the 

block of soil m which it is lying 
by slipping a piece of tirnbe? 
underneath it 

Experts say that an airtight 


ensure that the basket r& M 
mains waterlogged and that® 
oxygen is kept out to prevent 
decay.When the basket is tak¬ 
en out today, it will be mewed 
immediately to Hampton 
Court for conservation 
treatment 
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H oward hits the temple trail 



Joe Joseph hears the 
Home Secretary tell 
Sikhs, Muslims and 
Hindus that strict 
immigration controls go 
hand in hand with 
better race relations 


AS HE shuffled in and out of 
three religious temples in the 
marginal, labour-held con¬ 
stituency of Ilford South yes¬ 
terday morning. Michael 
Howard's mouth kept sayjng: 
"Thank you for inviting me". 
But you could tell his brain 
kept asking: “What captions 
are Private Eye going to put 
under these photographs of 
me with a hankie on my head 
and a big red spot in the 
middle of my forehead?" 

Conservative Central Office 
generally leaves nothing to 
chance, especially when a 
high-profile Cabinet minister 
such as the Home Secretary is 
on the march. The day before 
Mr Howard made his visit to 
a Sikh temple, a mosque and 
a Hindu centre in the north¬ 
east London constituency, de¬ 
tectives had driven the route 
looking for problems and 
potential dangers. 

The central office staff who 
descended on Ilford with Mr 
Howard carried dossiers 
about the candidates, conten¬ 
tious local issues, past voting 
patterns and projected voting 
patterns. Bur nobody seemed 
to have reminded Mr How¬ 
ard that entering a Sikh 
temple would involve not just 
taking his shoes off but also 
putting a hankie on his head. 

The way Michael Howard 
pronounces it, a trip to see 
Sikh people sounds like a 
hospital visit. But the 70 or so 
Sikhs who welcomed the 
Home Secretary to their tem¬ 
ple — once a Labour hall — 
were fizzing with health and 
could not have been more 
welcoming to a man who had 
come to tell them (hat strict 
immigration controls went 
hand in hand with better race 
relations. It was a theme that 
echoed throughout the morn¬ 
ing as Mr Howaid tried to 
shrug off his reputation for 
being hostile to immigrants. 

Sir Neil Thome, who held 
the seat from 1979 to 1992, 


when he was ousted by 
Labour's Mike Gapes, must 
have practised at home first 
he chose a tasteful blue han¬ 
kie and managed to wrap it 
around his head like a ban¬ 
dana. giving him the air of a 
pukkah, if ageing, hippy. Mr 
Howard, by contrast looked 
likea man who had skived off 
work on a hot afternoon and 
decamped to Southend. 

As he eased off his Gieves 
and Hawkes black slip-ons 
and the hankie was tied on his 
head, the cameras flashed like 
firecrackers. It was one of 
those moments when you can 
see what makes an MP ques¬ 
tion why he is in politics. 

At his next stop, a spangly 
new marble-lined mosque. 
Mr Howard was relieved that 
he only had to keep taking his 
shoes on and off. but even this 
began to palL When a late¬ 
comer photographer asked 
him to re-enter the temple for 
a quick snap, he snapped 
bade “Oh, let's just do it here; 
can we?" 

Sir Neil — presumably not 
a bosom ally of Mr Howard 
since it was from his Cowley 
Street house that John Major 
ran bis leadership reelection 
campaign in 1995 — apolo¬ 
gised to the Muslim commun¬ 
ity for the lack of notice they 
were given of Mr Howard’s 
visit He blamed the fact that 
with terrorism always raising 
its ugly head, it was important 
to keep the Home Secretary's 
movements secret until the 
last minute. We waited for Mr 
Howard to mention that 
Salman Rushdie was a man 
who also had to keep his 
movements secret as a result 
of death threats from certain 
quarters. But Mr Howard did 
not get where he is today 
without realising that what 
counts at elections is votes not 
virtue. So what he said was: 
“I'm delighted to have had the 
opportunity of visiting your 
lovely new mosque." It 
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Michael Howard kept his smile firmly in place yesterday as he carnalgned at a Hindu temple, left, a Sikh temple, centre, and a mosque. At the first he was adorned with a 
vermilion spot, and at the second a “hankie". At the third, where he omy had to keep taking his shoes on and off, the smile slipped a lit 


ittle as he snapped at a photographer 


sounded corny, but at election 
time it is a vote-winner. 

About 40 people were wait¬ 
ing when he strolled round 
the comer to the colourful 
Vishwa Hindu Parishad 
Temple, where it was the start 
of the !O-day-long Navratras 
festival devoted to Veshnu 
Devi, the goddess of wealth, 
wisdom, learning and power. 
Maybe also of embarassmenu 
an eager-to-please Hindu 
priest pressed his vermilion- 
dipped finger on to the Home 


Secretary’s forehead. As the 
flashguns went off again, Mr 
Howard gave the startled but 
resigned look of someone 
who has been Tangoed. 

It was time for a light snack 
of samosas, onion bhajis and 
tea. First. Mr Howard needed 
to visit the bathroom. By the 
time he had returned two 
minues later, the vermilion 
spot had miraculously van¬ 
ished. If he can perform that 
kind of magic on May I. the 
Tories may still have a chance. 


Clark goes Awol 
as top brass wait 
to hear him speak 

By Michael Evans, defence correspondent 


ALAN Clark always had a 
reputation for going his own 
way and yesterday he accom¬ 
plished a vanishing acr which 
upset his election campaign 
agent and a lecture hall full of 
top brass from the three 
Armed Services. 

He was due to have given a 
lecture abour the defence es¬ 
tablishment at the Royal Uni¬ 
ted Services lnstiruie IRusi) in 
Whitehall. Invitees included 
Air Chief Marshal Sir Mich¬ 
ael Graydon. Chief of the .Mr 
Staff and a resident of Mr 
Clark's campaign constituen¬ 
cy of Kensington and Chelsea. 

Mr Clark, his constituency 
office insisted, was on his way. 
Rusi officials were told when 
they telephoned anxiously just 
before 1pm. The 150 or so 
people crammed into the lec¬ 
ture hall were asked to waif 
patiently. Mr Clark, they were 
told, ha’d confirmed only last 
Friday that he would be giving 
his leisure. 

Fifteen minutes later, an 
embarrassed Rusi official had 
ro announce that Mr Clark, 


after all, was not going to 
arrive and the assembled 
guests, including foreign de¬ 
fence attaches, trooped back to 
their offices. 

Rusi officials had made 
contact with Mr Clark in 
person who informed them he 
was “helping a friend with the 
election". He also said he had 
dictated a letter two weeks 
ago. calling off the lecture. 

"Barbara Lord, his constitu¬ 
ency agent, however, gave a 
different story. She said: “I 
don't know where he is. He 
came in briefly this morning 
and then left. I thought he waa 
going to give the lecture. ( cart 
be devious when 1 want to be 
when talking to the press but 
I'm telling the truth." 

Mr Clark later said it was 
just a case of double-booking. 
He accused the MoD of caus¬ 
ing mischief by telling the 
Press Association that he had 
failed to turn up. In fad it had 
nothing to do with dte MoD. A 
Press Association reporter and 
this correspondent were in¬ 
vited guests. 
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Your child is dying. 

Your local hospital does 

not have the equipment 



to help. Your MP 
is voting £6 million to 
improve the House 
of Commons tea room. * 


Your doorstep is about to become crowded with people who 
want to be your Member of Parliament. They will promise you 
the earth. Say anything for your support. Plead for your vote. 
Don’t give it away lightly - or let them steal it again. 


Our politics are steeped in sleaze and corruption. Six MPs 
have resigned in the wake of the “Cash - for - Questions” 
revelations, including a government minister. Indeed, 
judging by that scandal, just about the only people enjoying 
a better life since you last voted are MPs themselves. 


Above the incessant party political clatter, remember the 
promises they gave so freely last 
time - and how none of them made 
any difference at all to the steady 
deterioration in the quality of 
what really matters in our lives. 


Demand all candidates sign this declaration 


I shall not be a slave to the Party Whips and will commit myself to act in the best 
interests of my conscience, my constituency and my country. Yes □ No □ 


Signed. 


Constituency. 
Postcode_ 


The family, the veiy basis of our 
civilisation, remains under attack 
as never before, undermining our 
whole social fabric. A culture of 
violence, fed by an unprincipled 
media, grips whole communities, 
leaving decent people to despair 
and live in fear. When they turn to 
their politicians for help, they find 
them too busy feathering their 
own nests to care. 

In the same year that nurses 
were refused a paltry pay rise 
of only 3%, MPs did not stint from voting themselves a 
whacking 26% increase - and, yes, they also voted to spend 
£6 million to improve their tea room. 

They did so while children awaiting treatment die for lack of 
resources in the NHS. As pensioners are mugged and raped 
because the police lack the manpower to protect them. While 
teachers are attacked, even murdered, because discipline 
and learning in too many of our classrooms have given way 
to truancy and a culture of new barbarism. 

Too many MPs are busy sticking their greedy snouts in the 
trough to care. In 1996, 315 Conservative MPs held 287 
well-paid directorships and 146 consultancies; and 29 
Labour MPs shared 60 directorships and 43 consultancies. 


I shall work full-time as my constituents' Member of Parliament, and not take 
backhanders from businessmen to act for them in the House of Commons, or 
any other paid consultancies. Yes □ No □ 

I shall make a full declaration before the Election of my financial interests and 
publicly update this record for as long as I am an MP. Yes □ No □ 

1 shall work in Parliament and co-operate with others to seek an end to the current 
culture of violence in our society, particularly among the young. Yes □ No □ 

I shall listen to the concerns of my constituents about the need to give far greater 
priority in all Government policies to family and community. Yes □ No □ 

I shall promote reform of our antique Constitution to ensure that every vote 
cast in an election is of equal value and that Britain's voters are empowered 
with the maximum choice in future elections. Yes □ No □ 


Telephone. 


Power, privilege and money have 
replaced duty, honour and decency 
in the corridors of Westminster. 
Are we powerless to stop it? No. 
The people of this country possess 
the most effective means of change 
invented. Your sense of justice and 
fair play. Your sense of decency. 
Your common sense. 

But you need a forum, somewhere 
your voice can be heard. The 
People’s Trust has been set up to 
be that forum. It is a new, non¬ 
parliamentary body created to 
promote the reform of a political 
system that has failed the nation. 

It will achieve its aims by addressing 
issues like political corruption, the 
culture of violence and collapsing family and co mmunit y values. 

These issues cross party lines. They are not about Right or 
Left. They are about Right and Wrong. 

If you would like to know more about The People’s Trust fill in 
the coupon below or call us or contact us by e-mail 


Plus, sernimm Information pack Including full details of The People's Trust and a membsrshio anrdi.^„ 

wifi be sent free-of-charge and without obligation. Your details mil be heated In confidence and not ^^dto^ nf ° mration 
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High profiles: Andrew Pierce on Christine Hamilton, and Christopher Walker on Martin Bell 


A professional 
with the heart 


Political wife who 

has her own 


dash for questions 


CHRISTINE HAMILTON 
once dreamed of becoming an 
MP. but resisted the urge 
because she did not want to be 
in the firing line. However, 
her extraordinary public 
showdown with Martin Bell 
yesterday was the latest in a 
long line of publicily stunts 
she has masterminded as she 
shares the limelight with her 
husband. 

The redoubtable Chrstine 
Hamilton. 47, is unlike the 
traditional Tory politician's 
blue-suited wile. Far from 
gazing from the wings, she 
leads from the front and does 
most of the talking for him. If 
Jolui Major had telephoned 
Neil Hamilton to try to per¬ 
suade him to stand down, 
their friends joke that the 
forceful wife would have tak¬ 
en the call. 

Mrs Hamilton is the domi¬ 
nant personality in Tartan 
Conservative Association. She 
abandoned her own aspira¬ 
tions as an MP to further her 
husband’s, and friends say 
that she has sacrificed too 
much already to allow their 
joint career to crumble with¬ 
out a fight to the end. If Mr 
Hamilton had ever consid¬ 
ered throwing in the towel 
during the darkest days of the 
cash-for-questions controver¬ 
sy, his wife has bolstered his 
resolve. Married in 1983, she 
has been her husband’s secre¬ 
tary since he became an MP 
the same year. Their honey- 



Hamilton: made 
key introductions 

moon was disrupted by the 
election campaign, and decid¬ 
ed not to have children. Their 
marital motto is WDTT: “We 
do things together." 

It is Mrs Hamilton — 
rather than her husband — 
who is at the centre of the web 
of influence which prompted 
the cash for questions contro¬ 
versy. She made the fateful 
introduction of her husband 
to Ian Greer, the lobbyist 
whose business empire col¬ 
lapsed in the aftermath of the 
“sleaze" scandal. 

She worked in the House of 
Commons as secretary to Sir 
Michael Grylls, the Tory MP 
whose undeclared commis¬ 
sion payments from Mr 
Greer are also at the centre of 



Driving foree; Christine Hamilton in 1972 with 
Sir Gerald Nabarro. He was later cleared 


the allegations. Her best 
friend at York University was 
Michael Brown, the Tory MP 
for Brigg and Cleethorpes, 
who also took undeclared 
cash from the lobbyist It was 
Mrs Hamilton who booked 
the room at the Paris Ritz 
which began the endless train 
of allegations by Mr Ak 
Fayed, who owned the hotel 
Mrs Hamilton's name ap¬ 
peared on the order form at 
the Peter Jones department 
store in London for £1,000 of 
furniture, paid by Mr Greer 
and not declared in the MPs’ 
register of interests. She was 
accused by Mr Al-Fayed of 
telephoning his office to de¬ 
mand regular cash payments, 
a charge which the couple 
vehemently deny. 

The strain has taken its toil. 
She has lost a stone in weight, 
but does not recommend it as 
an aid to dieting. Many have 
compared her to.her political 
heroine. Baroness Thatcher. 
A cardboard cut-out of the 
former prime minister is seat¬ 
ed in a low chair in the 
entrance hall of the Hamil¬ 
ton’s luxury Cheshire home. 

Mrs Hamilton is very 
much an Iron Lady in her 
own right Some 25 years ago, 
as a 22-year-old Commons 
secretary, she endured her 
first spell in the media spot¬ 
light As Chrstine Holman, 
she stuck loyally by her boss, 
the late Tory MP Sir Gerald 
Nabarro, who was convicted 
of a dangerous driving of¬ 
fence. When the conviction 
was overturned six montlis, 
later she was photographed 
weeping and hugging tire 
MP. clutching a piece of lucky 
•Mate heather. Loyalty has its 
rewards: he gave her a gleam¬ 
ing blue Mini car. 

In the early 1980s. she set 
her sights on a parliamentary 
career having studed politics 
at York, where she was 
friends with Harvey Proctor, 
later U?e M P for Billericay. He 
■ resigned his.seai in 1987 after 
being convicted for indecency. 

When her husband and Mr 
Proctor were punched in the 



of a patriot 


Aura of power Martin Bell, under the lights, speaking to the press in Tatton 


face in an incident at Mr 
Proctor’s Surrey shirt shop, it 
was Mrs Hamilton who 
chased their assailants. 

After the celebrated-clash 
on BBC Nemnighl between 
Mr Hamilton and Alan 
Rusbridger, editor of the 
Guardian, the journalist was 
persuaded not to enter the 
hospitality' suite. ; 

An assistant producer told 
him: “Christine Hamilton is 
offering to plant one on your 


nose. We suggest you leave by 
another exit." 

Mrs Hamilton has a knack 
for seeming almost as much 
publicity as her husband. She 
was by his side during their 
celebrated photo-opportuni¬ 
ties, such as when he “de¬ 
clared" a gmgemut biscuit 
after being given a free box 
during a .factory: tour. His 
ministerial career was over 
days later. 

Only last week, on a tour of 


the damage left by an IRA 
bomb in their constituency, it 
was Mrs Hamilton who de¬ 
clared: “I can see die Guard¬ 
ian headline now — Sleaze 
MP tries to divert attention." 

Mrs Hamilton rejects the 
phrase “the power behind the 
Tatton throne" as a diche, but 
she is flattered that people 
dunk she-could succeed her 
husband: "At least they would 
not have to change the elec¬ 
tion posters." 


MARTIN BELL fits virtually 
none of the stereotypes asso¬ 
ciated with veteran war corre¬ 
spondents beyond a personal 
brand of bravery that always 
went far beyond the egocen¬ 
tric call of the frontline cam¬ 
era lens. 

Bell was a loner rarely to be 
found propping up a bar in 
some outpost and entertain¬ 
ing colleagues with colourful 
reminiscences, true or False. 
Among a breed known for 
their humour, he was always 
rather dour and, luckily for 
his present political ambi¬ 
tions. never got carried away 
with the type of romps which 
often follow a bard day in the 
battlefield. 

“I think that the main 
secret of Martin's longevity 
as a war reporter, certainly in 
his later years, was that he 
was an eariy-to-bed man who 
preferred to get up the next 
morning early and be fit for 
work." one colleague said 
yesterday. “He was always 
an inveterate early riser. His 
habits were just part of his' 
sheer professionalism." 

I first came across Bell in 
Northern Ireland and met 
him again during the 1990- 
1991 Gulf Wan in 1994 we 
flew out from London togeth¬ 
er to cover what was wrongly 
feared to be a second Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait I never 
heard him talk politics, al¬ 
though he did sometimes 
argue about news stories 
from a moral point of view. 

"Martin was that rare 
breed, an old-fashioned patri¬ 
ot." another admiring col¬ 
league said. “In Yugoslavia 
he had a ritual every morning 
whereby he would raise the 
Union flag on his car or on 
the BBC office — I cannot 
remember which. He was the 
sort of person whose eyes 
would go moist at the sound 
of Elgar " 

While most war correspon¬ 
dents. particularly those 
working for television com¬ 
panies anxious for “bang- 
bang” footage over serious 
analysis, appeared to be risk¬ 
ing their lives primarily for 
personal glory, there was 
with Bell always a strong 
sense of duty. Many writing 


journalists saw him as a 
soldier manquC. 

There are friends who 
claim that BeD Had a “chip on 
bis shoulder** about not get¬ 
ting a commission when he 
did his National Service in 
the Suffolk Regiment. He has 
always believed that he made 
only the grade of acting 
sergeant, after falling the 
officer test, because he was 
too “independent and critical 
of authority". 

Bell’s scrupulous personal 
honesty is vouched for by 
BBC colleagues and rivals 
alike. In a Radio 4 broadcast 
yet to be transmitted he sets 
out his position that “news 
and money do not mix". 
During his four-part series 
The Truth is Our Currency 
he says: “l did not join the 
BBC to make my fortune." 
He acknowledges, however, 
that many television report¬ 
ers have in the past made 
illicit fortunes through fid¬ 
dled expenses. 

Despite his austere image, 
Bell was always one of the 
most popular of BBC corre¬ 
spondents with his crews. He 
would always take Iheir 
needs into account rather 
like an officer with his men. 
An American television corr¬ 
espondent said: “And he 
would always go with them 
into the hairiest spots, rather 
than let them bring back the 
film for a safe commentary 
from base." 

Some of those who have 
known Bell in the past had 
assumed (hat because of his 
taste for “old British values", 
under that trademark white 
suit a Tory heart might beat 

BBC colleagues attribute 
his sudden plunge into the 
political arena to a combina¬ 
tion of deep disaffection with 
John Biifs BBC a reaction to 
the horrors of Bosnia, im¬ 
pending old age and a reluc¬ 
tance to go quietly along 
what one described as “an 
increasingly unproductive 
road towards retirement". 

“The trouble with you Cor¬ 
poral BellT his signals of¬ 
ficer, a Captain Pat Hopper, 
once complained with perspi¬ 
cacity, “is that you think too 
much.” 


RARR 1 S • 


L ondon does not begin to under¬ 
stand Tatton. Ranged against 
Martin Bell there are now two 
forces whose potency the London 
media simply fofl to recognise. Our 
blindness toads to misjudgroent — and 
led Mr Bell to the fantastic belief drat 
he would be able to step down today, 
having despatched Neil Hamilton last 
night Instead, be may bare thrown 
him a lifeline. 

Local Tory associations are quite 
capable of ditching their MPs but they 
do not do so at the command of those 
outside their gates, in particular, at the 
command of Conservative Central 
Office or the media. 

Rather like those Saudi princes who 
cannot accept that what British news¬ 
papers print is beyond the control of 
British governments. Fleet Street col¬ 
umnists hare always found if hard to 
accept that local Conservative associa¬ 


tions are sovereign. Yet they guard 
autonomy fiercely. Their Indepen¬ 
dence from Central Office, a Tory 
Cabinet, from a Prime Minister him¬ 
self is real and jealously guarded. If 
John Major had forbidden Tatton 
Tories from adopting a Mexican 
rattlesnake as their candidate, they 
would bare sought one out and 
adopted it, just to show they could. 

Second. London completely fails to 
appreciate how shire and suburban 
Tories view the BBC. Martin BeQ may 
have become the anti-sleaze candidate 
but by his candidature he has con¬ 
firmed Neil Hamilton as the anti-BBC 
candidate. There are votes for such a 
candidate in Tatton. Many Tories 
beyond the Westminster pale (and 
some within) would simply fail to 
recognise Islington’s, The Guardian's, 
and perhaps even The Times’s view of 
the BBC as a staid, neutral, even 


conservative corporation. It is regard¬ 
ed as little short of subversive. 

To such a view, think how Mr Bril's 
candidature will look. Where Is he 
from? The BBC Who put him up to it? 
The partner (can you bear the sucking 
of teeth in Cheshire at the word 
'partner") of Kate Hooey, a Labour 
MP. The case rests: or wflL to many in 
Tatton. 

Not to aU, of course. Many in 
Cheshire as elsewhere admire him. 
Many in Tatton despise Mr Hamilton. 
They mil vote for Bril. But if London 
ever thought this candidature was a 
way of depriving Hamilton of bis 
natural supporters, that only shows 
how fallible are those commentators 
who pride themselves on keeping an 
ear to the ground, when the ground is 
the green grass of provincial England. 
.And to think they used to call it the 
Manchester Guardian. 


Do you want the maximum benefit 
from your savings? 

Do you wish to receive personal advice 
and friendly service? 

Are you prepared to invest GBP 10,000 
or more? 


If your answer is "Yes" to the above, 
you need Jyske Bank's private banking 
service. 

You will find that placing money 
abroad is simple and a good idea. 

Private Banking the 
Friendly Way 

Most good international 
banks offer security. 


quality and access to the full range 
of international investment products 
But as a bank with Danish roots, 
we offer you something extra; 
expert advice in which attention 
to detail and friendly service 
are to the fore. 
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Yofcutt contains billions of a 
special, friendly live bacteria 
known as Lactobacillus easel 
Shi rota. And 23 million people 
worldwide drink it every day. 
Yakuft is available across the 
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more, ring the Yakult 
Consumer Information Centre 
0345 597 069 (local rate). 
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Flying through a black hole in the middle of a dream 

^ ^ ^ ■■ seen it dear asr daylight He 


THE April Tempest of Brit¬ 
ain’s general election cam¬ 
paign is half over. 

"... And, like the baseless 
fabric of this vision ... shall 
dissolve. And, tike this insub¬ 
stantial pageant faded. leave 
not a rack behind.” 

But this insubstantial pag¬ 
eant will leave a new govern¬ 
ment How is the pageant 
going? Shakespeare, that ar¬ 
chitect of dreams, would have 
been fascinated. For 1 have to 
keep pinching myself. 

lliis campaign has all the 
characteristics of a restless 
night Its elements have been 
fantastic, unbelievable. The 
logic escapes us. The action 
has seemed rooted in no dear 
narrative — new sideshows 
start, then spin off into space 
or trail into the sand. 

Like a dream in which the 
plot the places, the faces 
change without explanation, 
the general election story 
keeps switching. There has 
been a sense of buried hyste¬ 
ria: despair among the losers, 
of course, but — far more 
weird — panic in the winning 



MATTHEW PARRIS 


party. Among those of us who 
have followed the political 
circus from street to hall, to 
village green, the fear — 
almost palpable — hanging 
in the air above Mr Blair, 
combined with so aggressive 
a grip on presentation that it 
breathes over-confidence, 
presents an amalgam of two 
opposites, fear and swagger, 
which is almost impossible to 
put into words. The best 


analogy f can attempt is a 
man trying to Sy by means of 
instructions in his earpiece. 
The manual is sound. The 
instructions perfect Every¬ 
thing is going fine. But, 
having no feel for Dying, the 
evidence around him never 
allays a ghastly interior ter¬ 
ror that he is going to crash. 

How shall we remember 
this campaign? Out of the 
dark, chickens loom and 
dance and fight Two bears 
with placards and no discern¬ 
ible purpose; a fox, a rhino... 
but why? Nor did the animals 
add to the sense of unreality. 
If anything they introduced a 
cosy and famili ar note, after a 
week in which the talk was all 
of a girl called Anna and an 
MP called Piers whom no¬ 
body remembered, and whe¬ 
ther they snogged in (he park. 

Then, all at once, there was 
a Tony Blair Trade Union 
Scare story. For a day, new 
Labour seemed to be stum¬ 
bling. Few of the questions 
then asked were ever an¬ 
swered, but after two day, the 
story somehow went away. 




The election as seen by Cummings of the Winnipeg Free Press, left, and Schrank of the Busier Zeitung 


Where? Why? But attention 
switched. The Tories were 
blocking a television confron¬ 
tation between party leaders 
... then, all at once, they 
weren't, and it was Labour 
who were blocking it 
Then came the Tory chick¬ 
en. But is it true that Mr Blair 
has blocked the debate? And, 
if so, why? Too late to ask: due 
dream has swerved away and 
nobody talks about iL Like 
Mr Major's soap box. Now 
they have hydraulic plat¬ 


forms sliding from their 
buses. 

There was a “black bole" in 
Gordon Brown's spending 
plans, then there wasn’t then 
...itisn't dear. The blade hole 
has spun off into oblivion. 
Meanwhile newspapers call¬ 
ed for two former Tory MPs, 
Neil Hamilton in Tatton and 
Michael Brown in Clee- 
thorpes, to be rejected as 
candidates. This brought two 
days of headlines but on 
Monday Mr Brown was 


adopted without dissent — 
and almost nobody reported 
it. The story had moved to Mr 
Hamilton. A BBC war corres¬ 
pondent Martin Bell was to 
stand against him as an anti¬ 
sleaze candidate. 

... And now, surely, we 
were dreaming? A journalist 
standing against a politician 
on an “honesty" platform! Mr 
Bell said he would resign if 
Mr Hamilton would. On 
present form, by the weekend 
it will be dead but nobody 


will report its death, or ex¬ 
plain. P’erhaps it is time for 
more animals. 

On Sunday, as Mr Blair 
struggled to break free from 
the tentacles of a metaphor 
about Scotland and an Eng¬ 
lish parish council. I was 
approached by a BBC local 
radio journalist who asked 
me if anyone had reported 
that the Labour Leader had 
been wearing an earpiece at a 
Sheffield football ground last 
week. He was there and had 


seen it dear as daybgilt-He 
wondered why nobody had 
mentioned it On Monday I 
put this to a London friend, a 
celebrated political commen¬ 
tator. “That was a Central 
Office lie." he said. “ Mill- 
bank denies it The video is 
inconclusive.'* 

“But this fellow says he 
saw iL Was he dreaming?" 

“London says it’s lie.” And 
that story, too, spun off into 
space as reports came in that 
the Labour High Command 
was racking elderly and dis- 
tingi .shed MPs within houre 
of their readoption as candi¬ 
dates. Or was I dreaming? 

It seems unlikely, but roust 
be true, that this fantasy 
stage-set of dry ice, ugly 
rumours, black holes and 
soap-boxes, special effects, 
chicken-suits and stalled de¬ 
bates on policy will produce, 
on May 2, a new government. 
It seems impossible that Lab¬ 
our could lose their balance 
now. But we are only 23 days 
into a 46-day campaign- The 
way it’s looking, anything 
could happen. 


Major pledges to 
ease burden on 
small businesses 


GAHETH EVBTETT 


By Arthur Leathley 
JOHN MAJOR tried to out¬ 
flank the Labour Party over 
business policy yesterday by 
promising to transfer an 
£800 million tax burden from 
small businesses to Britain’s 
tidiest firms. 

The Prime Minister pledged 
to remove the widely-criticised 
Uniform Business Rate from 
140.000 businesses and to 
reduce the charge for a further 
600.000 firms if the Conserva¬ 
tives were re-elected. 

The promises came as he 
tried to undermine Labour’s 
claims to protect small com¬ 
panies by telling businessmen 
that Tony Blair’s party would 
saddle them with higher costs 
through the minimi m wage 
and through signing up to the 
social chapter. 

Tory ministers have been 
stunned by Labour's success 
in wooing the business com¬ 
munity and are determined to 
portray Labour as the enemy 
of business in spite of its 


The chief executive of Jag¬ 
uar Cars denied Labour 
Haims that he had endorsed 
the party's plan to give 
employers a E60-aweek re¬ 
bate for taking on the 
young unemployed. Nick 
Schede said he supported 
policies addressing the is¬ 
sue. “But whether this 
scheme is better than any 
other I really don’t know." 


pledges to encourage enter¬ 
prise. Mr Major unveiled his 
plans for the rate reform at a 
conference in Birmingham be¬ 
fore addressing businessmen 
inthedty. He accused Labour 
of making “big business 
small" while the Conserva¬ 
tives, he said, had created an 
economic . environment in 
which entrepreneurs could 
thrive. 

The plan to remove the UBR 
from some firms is centred on 
the creation of a £1,000 “firm’s 


allowance", which would be 
exempt bom the charge im¬ 
posed by local authorities. The 
move, which would remove 
companies with a rateable 
value of £18,000 from the 
UBR, would also enable larg¬ 
er firms to pay a reduced rate. 

Although Toiy sources 
admitted that the ESOOm cost 
of the allowance would lead to 
higher charges on the larger 
firms. Mr Major defended 
himself against charges that 
he was engaging in a socialist 
policy of wealth redistribu¬ 
tion. He made clear that the 
UBR added an extra burden of 
some 8 per cent on turnover 
for some small firms but that 
those with turnovers of more 
than £500.000a year paid only 
1.4. per cent of turnover in 
business rates. 

He said of Labour’s am ver¬ 
sion to privatisation: “They 
loathe the creation of wealth. 
It is a gut instinct for our 
political opponents and it al¬ 
ways will be." 



Plaid calls 


for 2p tax 


rise for 


new jobs 


Purge of 
old MPs 
is denied 
by Labour 


By Valerie Elliott 


By Staff Reporters 


Dafydd Wigley. party president, promises a strong voice for the Welsh yesterday 


THE people of Wales were 
urged yesterday to vote for a 
2p rise in income tax to create 
100,000 new jabs when Plaid 
Cymru launched a radical 
agenda for government 

Dafydd Wigley, party presi¬ 
dent said voters in Wales 
never asked for tax cuts but 
cried out for extra cash to be 
spent on public services. He 
denied that the move would 
lead to a recession in Wales or 
would encourage people to 
move away. 

Launching the manifesto at 
Cardiff City Hall, Mr Wigley 
set out his vision for a “Power¬ 
house Parliament", with legis¬ 
lative and tax-raising powers. 
He believed that such an 
apparatus of seif-government 
would take about five years 
and a referendum, before it 
could be folly introduced. 

Voters would also deqde in - 
a referendum if they wanted 
the Queen or the Prince of 
Wales to be head of state of an 
independent Wales. 


ANOTHER longserving Lab¬ 
our MP has quit the seventh 
since the election was called 
three weeks ago, amid claims 
that supporters of Tony Blair 
are leading a purge. 

John Gilbert, 70, stepped 
down from his Dudley East 
seat even though his election 
literature had been printed. 
He said: “I have taken the 
decision that it is right to make 
way for a younger candidate.” 

The party leadership has 
denied claims that MPs are 
being pressurised into going 
to make way for younger 
candidates preferred by Mr 
Blair. However, the denials of 
a purge have been under¬ 
mined by Sir Ray Towell; 70, 
MP for Ogmore since 1979. He 
said he had been asked to give 
' up his Welsh seat.. 

ft emerged yesterday, that 
Stewart .Randall, who re¬ 
signed^ from Kingrtonrupon- 
Huil West was at odds with 
John Prescott'*, fellow Hull 
MP. 
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Campaign leaves many cold 
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THE marathon general elec¬ 
tion campaign has still not 
developed a coherent pattern 
or caught the public's imagi¬ 
nation. It is not just the 
absence of any real movement 
in voting intentions (as dis¬ 
cussed by Robert Worcester in 
the accompanying article). 

The most revealing of all 
the many campaign statistics 
is the finding in the last 
MORJ poll for The Times that 
just 63 per cent say they are 
certain to vote, compared with 
69 per cent at the same stage 
in 1992. At present, a mere 
two-fifths of IS to 24 year olds, 
and less than a half of 25 to 34 
year olds, say they are certain 
to vote. 

The campaign, which is at 
the halfway stage, has so far 
been a turn-off for many; just 
look at the eagerness of the 
tabloids to avoid having the 
election on their hunt pages. 
It may partly be a response to 
all the stories about “sleaze” 
and diversions in Tatton. 
which may have produced a 
“plague-upon-all-your 
houses" reaction. 

Moreover, while most 


people expect a dear Blair 
victory, there is tittle evidence 
of positive enthusiasm for 
Labour, or of high expecta¬ 
tions of what the party would 
do in office. The safety-first 
minimalism of the Labour 
campaign fits the state of the 
nation. People are sceptical 
about grand-sounding prom¬ 
ises and are merely hoping for 
small improvements. That is 
what Labour’s focus groups of 
wavering voters have been 
telling the party for some 
time, and several of the five 
specific election pledges in the 
Labour manifesto (apart from 
the pledge to get 250,000 
under-25s off the unemploy¬ 
ment register) are limited in 
their ambitions. The mood is 
more “enough is enough" 
than the “dawn of a new 
Jerusalem”. 

The convergence of both 
main parties on the centre — 
in rhetoric if not detailed 
polity — has meant that the 
election exchanges have so for 
been more about trust and 
competence than alternative 
visions or ideologies. Labour 
has been arguing that the 






PETER RIDDELL 


Tories cannot be trusted — a 
theme they will revive today 
on the fifth anniversary of 
John Major's victory in the 
1992 election. By contrast the 
Tories have been focusing on 
Labour’s alleged U-turns and 
chopping-and-changing over 
policy. There has been little to 
excite or inspire. 

Labour’s big lead in the 
polls has also meant a rever¬ 
sal of roles. Tony Blair has 
been the frontrunner, protect¬ 


ing his position and quickly 
dosing down possible areas 
of vulnerability. Despite a 
stormy visit to Scotland last 
Friday, he has been assured 
in his two main public perfor¬ 
mances, when he launched 
Labour’s manifesto on Thurs¬ 
day and when interviewed on 
Panorama on Monday. 

By contrast Mr Major has 
been the challenger, trying to 
undermine the smoothness of 
the Labour campaign. De¬ 
spite occasional irritable re¬ 
marks over the continued 
prominence of“sleaze” stories 
and the Neil Hamilton saga, 
Mr Major has shown again 
how resilient and determined 
a campaigner he is. As he 
an?ues in his artide for The 
Times this morning, he be¬ 
lieves his Government has a 
strong record and deserves to 
be re-elected compared with 
an ' untested Labour team 
which has changed its views. 
But I wonder how many 
voters are still willing to be 
persuaded. Just as Mr Major 
was given the benefit of the 
doubt five years ago, so Mr 
Blair is now. 


/ 


Polls have yet to show signs of a fight 

Tories have far to go in so little time, says Robert Worcester of MORI 
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THE election may be half 
over, but in the polls it has yet 
to begin. Thirteen national 
polls have been conducted in 
the three weeks since the 
campaign began (see table). 

Of these, ati have shown the 
Conservatives at 30 per cent 
+/- 3 per cent, II out of 13 have 
shown Labour at 52 per cent 
+/- 3 per cent, ICM> two polls 
being the exception, and 1 2 out 
of rhe 13 have shown the 
Liberal Democrats at 12 per 


cent +/- 3 per cent, again [CM 
excepted. So much for the 
headline "polls apart". 

This shows linle change 
with the trend -before the 
election was announced. From 
the beginning of the year to the 
calling of the election on 
March 17.15 of the 17 polls put 
the Conservatives on 29 per 
cent +/-3 per cent, the usually 
accepted sampling tolerance, 
while 12 out of 17 showed 
Labour at 52 per cent +/- 3 per 


cent, and 15 out of 17 showed 
the Liberal Democrats at 12 
per cent ♦/- 3 per cent. 

Ati the pollsters now “ad¬ 
just" their Endings apart from 
MORI, which believes that the 
public warn to know the real 
state of the support for the 
parties, and not the pollsters' 
estimate of how the 
"don’tknows" might make up 
their minds. 

The share is more revealing 
than the gap between the 
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parries, as it is the most 
accurate and informative. At 
the last electron, the Tories got 
a 43 per cent share which gave 
them a 21-seat overall major¬ 
ity. Yet if one Tory voter in 200 

had voted for the second party 
m his or her constituency, ft 
would have been a hung 
Parliament 

The last time tire Tories 
touched 40 per cent was in 
~ *P tem * ler 1992; the month of 
Black Wednesday". If they 
don’t get 43 per cent again they 
will lose office. They’ve got a 
long way to go, and only 22 
days left to do it 
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Christian leaders enter political debate with call for higher taxes to help cut unemployment 


Jobs are more than 
an optional extra, 
says church report 


By Ruth Gledhill, 


A CHURCH report setting out 
radical solutions to unemploy¬ 
ment was published yesterday 
and hailed as one of the most 
coherently argued and author¬ 
itative documents to emerge 
from the ecclesiastical Intelli¬ 
gentsia in decades. 

Unemployment and the 
Future of Work argues that 
work is centra! to the Chris¬ 
tian understanding of the hu¬ 
man condition arid not an 
optional extra. 

For once, bishops and 
church leaders are not seen to 
be merely complaining, but 
are suggesting solutions that 
must be judged worthy of 
debate, at least by all the main 
political parties. The quiet, 
unassuming hand behind this 
achievement is that of Andrew 
Britton, a leading economist 
who is a committed Christian 
and was until recently one of 
Kenneth Clarke's select band 
of “wise men”. 

The report dismisses as 
unrealistic a theory that long¬ 
term unemployment is an ac¬ 
ceptable way of life and is here ■ 
to stay. It argues for increased 
taxes to pay for new jobs in 
health, education, childcare, 
help for the elderly, tourism, 
entertainment and mainte¬ 
nance of the environment. 

"There is plenty of work to 
be done, work for people who 
would otherwise be unem¬ 
ployed," it says. “This is work 
which would meet real needs 


RELIGION CORRESPONDENT 


and at the same time enable 
more people to make a real 
contribution." 

While criticising benefit 
fraud, the report calls for a 
drive against fraud by em¬ 
ployers and landlords as well 
as against claimants. “There is 
something rather unpleasant 
about the moral indignation of 
the rich over the dishonesty of 
the poor,” ft says. 

Quoting the fourth-century 
church father, St John Chry¬ 
sostom, the report continues: 
"If the poor fake, it is out of 
need that they fake, for it is 
your merciless inhumanity 
and your cruelty that forces 

Leading article___21 

Philip Bassett...29 

them to do so."The report also 
links the present income sup¬ 
port system, with its reliance 
on a household assessment of 
means, to divorce and separa¬ 
tion. “There is a strong incen¬ 
tive far couples to split up and 
live apart so that one can 
claim benefit while the other is 
working,” it says. 

in one of the most radical 
sections, the report examines 
how a stable marriage and 
bringing up children can be 
achieved when both husband 
and wife are working fulltime. 
It calls for better childcare and 
examines a suggestion that 
working hours of ail parents 


ten 


with children under 
should be restricted. 

The non-Anglican nature of 
the report was emphasised 
yesterday. The working party 
was set up under the auspices 
of a sponsoring body chaired 
by the Anglican Bishop of 
Liverpool, the Right Rev 
David Sheppard. This body, 
which included representa¬ 
tives of 11 Christian denomina¬ 
tions. was itself set up by the 
Council of Churches for Brit¬ 
ain and Ireland, an ecumeni¬ 
cal body that replaced the 
British Council of Churches in 
1990. 

Presenting the report at 
Westminster Central Hall yes¬ 
terday, Bishop Sheppard said: 
"We are asked whether it is 
right for the churches to 
intervene in politics. We reply 
that underneath social and 
political issues tie spiritual 
truths about men and 
women." He added: “Politi¬ 
cians are not the only people 
who can bring about change. 
The churches should properly 
be seen among the opinion 
formers who can change the 
climate of opinion." 

Ruth Clarke, representing 
the United Reformed church, 
said the report was the prod¬ 
uct of close partnerships be¬ 
tween all die main Christian 
denominations in Britain and 
Ireland, and was the first time 
a church report had been 
produced in that way. 






The report: supports principle of a statu¬ 
tory minimum wage on ground that very 
low rates of pay now being offered are 
unjust and offensive to human dignity. 
Labour: backs a national minimum wage, 
but rate will be derided later. 
Conservatives: against minimum wage, 
liberal Democrats: do not support a 
national minimum, but back regional 
minimums derided by local commissions. 




The report calls for extension of tax base, 
and higher rate for big earners. 

Labour no rise in income tax; no extension 
of .VAT to food, children's dothes. books, 
newspapers or public transport. 
Conservatives: pledge to reduce basic rate 
of tax to 20p; no extension of VAT to food. 
Liberal Democrats: 50p top rate for those 
earning £100,000: raise basic rate by Ip; 
take 500,000 low earners out of tax. 




The report: the Working Tune Directive on 
48-hour limit should be implemented. 
Supports cutting two-year probation period 
for protection against unfair dismissal. 
Labour supports 48-hour limit; does not 
back shorter probation period. 
Conservatives: oppose 4S-hour limit: no 
change on unfair dismissal, 
liberal Democrats: hade 48-hour limit in 
principle; back one-year probation period. 


^^,;TRA0^l|NiONS 




The report where a majority of workers 
wish thetr union to be recognised, employ¬ 
ers should negotiate with it, while respect¬ 
ing the rights of those who choose not join. 
Labour would introduce laws to require 
firms to recognise trade unions if the 
majority of the'workforce wish it- 
Conservatives: do not back trade union 
recognition. 

liberal Democrats: same as Labour. 


__ 


The report long-term dependency on 
means-tested benefits offends human dig¬ 
nity, undermines moral values and threat¬ 
ens to produce social instability. 

Labour no plans to reduce means-testing. 
Conservatives: no plans to reduce means¬ 
resting. 

Liberal Democrats: would phase out 
means-tested income support and family 
credit, replacing it with low-pay income. 


OOB CREATION 


The report: calls for £2 btition-a-year 
programme to help long-term unemployed. 
Labour a EZ5 billion programme to get 
250.000 young people into work. 
Conservatives: National Insurance waiv¬ 
ers for firms raking on long-term unem¬ 
ployed. Bonus of £1.000 for those who get a 
fid 1-time job after working pan-time. 
liberal Democrats: working benefit pro¬ 
gramme for long-term unemployed. 
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The constituency of Govan epitomises what the Church means when it talks about political parties failing to address those "in greatest need” 

Staring deprivation in the face 

Magnus Linklater follows a Labour candidate to see Glasgow poverty at its bleakest 


ON THE twenty-first floor of a lower 
block in ibrox. we wait uneasily by a 
battered front door. Down at the end 
of a dimly lit corridor, a smashed 
window lets in a whistling draught 
Plywood has been nailed to the door¬ 
frame of the neighbouring flat be¬ 
hind it, more broken glass. 

We have rung the bell and banged 
on the letterbox, but there seems no 
sign of human life in this abandoned 
place. Then, from inside, we hear a 
shuffling sound; the bolts are pulled 
back, and the door opens a crack. A 
pair of suspicious eyes peer out at our 
little group. For a moment we stare at 
each other. .And then the candidate 
steps forward. 

This is the constituency of Govan in 
Glasgow's south side, and this is 
poverty — stark, real, and irredeem¬ 
ably bleak. This, presumably, is what 
the Church means when it talks about 
the failure of the political parties to 
address those “in greatest need". 

Certainly, as the door creaks open, 
the whole exercise of campaigning 
seems suddenly shallow. What on 
earth can it all mean to this frail old 
lady who now stands before us? 
Which candidate can look her in the 
eye and promise that from May 2 her 
life wQl begin to Improve, that the 
damp walls of her flat will be 
repaired, the drug-dealers and the 
crime will be dealt with, above ail, 
that her isolation, high up in this 
awful building, will come to an end? 

To be fair, the candidate does not 
even try. Mohammed Sarwar, bid¬ 
ding to be Britain’s first Muslim MP, 


r Sarwar Sarwar' fiaryvarfSarVvar Sarwar 



Mohammed Sarwar is seeking to be Britain's first Muslim MP 


politely introduces himself, tells her 
that Labour is the best way of getting 
the Tory Government out, and asks 
her if he tan count on her support. 
She smiles and nods and whispers 
~Yes" — though whether this is 
because she means it, or because it is 
the surest way of getting rid of us is 
undear. Then the door is firmly shut. 

On the evidence of an hour’s 
polling in this, the most deprived part 
of Govan, the result, for Labour, 
should not be in any doubt Everyone 


we talked to assured Mr Sarwar of 
their support By the end of the 
afternoon be and his agent were 
beaming. “It's better than I could 
possibly have imagined" he said, 
buttoning up his smart blazer and 
heading for the car. 

And yet if anytliing is to go wrong 
for Labour in Scotland. Govan could 
just where it happens. Redrawn 
boundaries mean that the owner- 
occupied suburbs of Poliokshields 
ami Shawlands are now included. 


The issue of whether new Labour can 
do anything to compensate for cuts 
imposed by a cash-strapped council is 
a key one. And some bitterness still 
hangs around the circumstances in 
which Mr Sarwar, 44. the millionaire 
owner of a cash-and-carry business, 
won the nomination on a narrow vote 
amid charges of vote-rigging and 
intimidation. His notional majority is 
only 5,609. 

Meanwhile, the Scottish National 
Party has thrown its formidable 
organisation into regaining the seat 
which Jim Siffars won in 1988. The 
SNP candidate. Nicola Sturgeon, a 
26-year-old solid tor, is bright, articu¬ 
late. and tipped as a future party 
leader. Her pitch is unashamedly for 
the traditional Labour vote — unhap¬ 
py about Tony Blair's moves to the 
Right and weakness on devolution. 

•Tony Blair has blown the gaffe on 
new Labour,” she says. "Power stays 
with him. That will go down very 
badly here." She points to council cuts 
which have just dosed a much-loved 
swimming-pool, and local tax in¬ 
creases of up to 22 per cent. 

All these factors are probably more 
important than support from Asians 
who form Jess than 9 per cent of the 
electorate. Despite his Pakistani 
background, Mr Sarwar cannot 
count on them en bloc. If he does win. 
and the odds are still on his side, it 
will be due to white rather than Asian 
votes. Whether he or anyone else will 
do much to change things on the 
twenty-first floor of that Ibrox tower 
block is far less certain. 


Preachers of social justice are voices crying in the wilderness 


ALTHOUGH the Bishop of Liver¬ 
pool was anxious to emphasise 
yesterday that the diurches’ report 
on unemployment was not intend¬ 
ed as a partisan political document, 
its publication during a general ej¬ 
ection campaign ensured that it 
would be viewed as such. But at 
least government spokesmen have 
this time reacted with a little more 
restraint than they showed over 
Faith in the City a down years ago. 

In I9S5, even before that slightly 
rhetorical report had been re¬ 
leased. a Cabinet member had 
branded ir "a Marxist document". 
Worse, in some ways. Margaret 
secretary. Ber- 


in 

Thatcher's 


press 


nard Ingham, briefing lobby jour¬ 
nalists at No 10. had taken it upon 
himself to declare that in such mat¬ 
ters the Church "did not know its 
arse from its elbow". Peter Lilley*s 
reaction on BBC Radio 4's Today 
programme was in comparison a 
model of tact and diplomacy. 

It may be that the Conservative 
Government has simply got used to 
being criticised by the churches. 
The days when the Church of 
England rated as "the Tory party at 
prayer" have long since passed, 
and it is doubtful today if even the 
Liberal Democrats retain the lega¬ 
cy left to them by the SDP (for 
which Archbishop Runtie, in a 



Christian socialism may be back in 
fashion, but the authors of the 
churches’ report on unemployment 
criticise all the main political 
parties, Anthony Howard writes 


rather questionable constitutional 
action, cast his vote at the 1983 
general election). 

Nowadays, with figures such as 
the Most Rev Richard Holloway, 
Bishop of Edinburgh, the Right 
Rev Peter Selby, soon to be en¬ 
throned Bishop of Worcester, and 


even ihe ineffable Archdeacon of 
York, the Ven George Austin, 
declared Labour supporters, Chris¬ 
tian socialism probably rides high¬ 
er than at any time since the era of 
Temple and Cripps. 

To be fair. Labour does not 
escape whipping in the latest report 


either. The report complains of 
what Ernest Bevin used to call “a 
poverty of aspiration" not in this 
case on the part of the working 
class but rather in the mentality of 
all political parties: like J. K. Gal¬ 
braith, it detects a “culture of 
contentment" in the leadership of 
the Labour Party as much as in that 
of the Tories and the Liberals. 

It is probably now true to say 
that the doctrine of redistribution is 
uphefd far more faithfully among 
Christians than it is among the 
ranks of Tony Blair’s new Labour 
Party, for whom it seems to have 
become a serious heresy. Nor does 
anyone in todays’s complacent 


political dimate appear to wish to 
be identified with the dispossessed 
or the underprivileged. Whoever 
first said all those years ago. "We 
are all middle class now" did not 
know how right he would prove to 
be, at least about the outlook and 
reflexes of modern political leaders. 

The British Council of Churches' 
18-month investigation — admira¬ 
bly written up by Andrew Britton, 
the former director of the National 
Institute for Economic and Social 
Research — should be required 
reading for all politicians but 
perhaps most of all for those 
bright-eyed, bushy-tailed competi¬ 
tive-minded figures in Mr Blair's 


private office. It says most of the 
things that, whether out of caution 
or cowardice, die Labour leader’s 
advisers have not allowed to sur¬ 
face in their party's manifesto. It is 
unequivocal about the need for 
higher taxation, unrepentant in 
urging reduced means-testing, and 
unapoiogetic about strengthening 
the bargaining position of the weak 
in the marketplace. 

It could be said to preach social 
justice — a concept that, despite the 
commission set up by John Smith 
on that subject after he became 
Labour leader, now seems sadly 
out of fashion even in “the party of 
conscience and reform". 
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Goldsmith goes fishing for votes 



The Referendum Party 
chose Cornwall to 
launch its election 
campaign. Ben 
MacIntyre found that 
the big event failed to 
live up to its promise 


IN a scene suffused with the 
odours of moral outrage and 
fresh fish. Sir James Gold¬ 
smith yesterday raised the 
standard of the Referendum 
Party on the southernmost dp 
of Britain and defied the 
rising tide of European red 
cape. 

The trawlers of Newlyn, 
just a few miles from Land's 
End, bring in a varied catch 
but Sir James, the multimil¬ 
lionaire crusader against 
Brussels, is the oddest polit¬ 
ical fish to be landed here for 
many years. 

"I'm not a political min¬ 
now. I’m just someone who 
won’t see our sovereignty 
squandered, 7 ’ Sir James de¬ 
clared, as he ___ 

strolled along the ✓ yx 

harbour at New- * u 

Iyn to meet Cor- don*l 

nish fishermen for 
his first day’s I 

campaigning. A 
small but enthus- uro 

iastic crowd had you 

turned out to 
cheer him in the Q6S6: 

bright morning t + , c 

sunlight. The UJ * 

Referendites are a with 

strange mixture. 

Here were the COUT 

well-to-do retired, 
worried that Bros- 
sets wfli interfere in every¬ 
thing, destroy the liberties 
won in two world wars and 
tell them how to lay their 
crazy paving; here too were 
the weatherbeaten trawler 
men, protesting at what they 
said was the destruction of 
their livelihoods by Euro¬ 
pean fishing quotas, Brussels 
bureaucracy and the incur¬ 
sions of foreign boats. The 
Referendum Parly maybe 
paddling in the shallows of 
the election, but if Sir James 
and his cohorts are to make a 
splash anywhere, it will be 
here. 

At the end of the dock. Sir 
James hoisted the Referen¬ 
dum Party flag on a trawler 
belonging to die party's St 


6 If you 
don’t fight 
for . 

freedom, 
you don’t 
deserve it 
It’s to do 
with your 
country 5 


Ives candidate, Mike Faulk¬ 
ner, and then launched into 
an address promising to fight 
on die beadies for a referen¬ 
dum on Europe. 

Gesturing approximately 
in the direction of France, Sir 
James struck a belligerent 
note, insisting that a referen¬ 
dum on Britain's future in 
Europe was the only way to 
protect national liberty. “If 
you don't fight for freedom, 
you don’t deserve it. Ifs to do 
with your country, your fore¬ 
fathers, your grandchildren." 
he proclaimed. 

“We fought many years 
ago, and we lost brothers and 
friends," chimed in a pen¬ 
sioner, from somewhere be- 
_ low Sir . James’s 

rri11 chin- “Oggi- <W- 

0U oggi," shouted a 

Ight fisherman. “There 

& will be no national 

* . fleets. No Cornish 

__ fleets,” Sir James 

warned. “To go 
ont out you’ll need a 

. special fishing 

re lt_ permit from some 

. gruesome bureau- 

crat in Brussels." 
r 0 ur Lieutenant Com- 

mander John Bas- 
ry 5 comb, 81. a career 

naval officer who 
survived the sink¬ 
ing of HMS Prince of Wales 
in 1941. wore his campaign 
medals across his jersey to 
greet Sir James: “The people 
in Brussels are directing us 
over our own matters, which 
should be our own concern," 
he said. 

“I totally despise politi¬ 
cians," Sir James announced 
happily as he moved off to his 
next stop in Falmouth. 

The Referendum Party, as 
befits an organisation with a 
reported £20 million in fi¬ 
nancing from Sir James, a 
one-issue agenda and no 
hope of power, is running a 
campaign that is refreshingly 
lacking in the panic and 
friction so evident elsewhere 
on the election trail Perhaps 












Sir James Goldsmith starts the Referendum Party's campaign at Newlyn, Cornwall, with an attack on “gruesome bureaucrats” and the European fisheries polity 


it is Sir James’s impeccable 
tailoring, or the advisers who 
tend to giggle when they try 
to spin, or the fact that 
his aide is called “PritT. and 
is. but one often gets the 
impression that fins is less a 
political party than a dis¬ 
placed and rather jolly cock¬ 
tail party. 

■ Scripted by Nod Coward, 
with a cast including Several 
multimillionaires, an actor, a 
zoo ■ owner and a hirsute 


television ecologist, it is a 
mini-drama that might be 
titled: “Do let’s be. beastly to 
the Germans." 

The questions raised by the 
Referendum Party, and the 
money spent on the party by 
Sir James, are serious, but 

compared with the deadly 
earnestness of the other polit¬ 
ical camps, this is amateur 
night at the pier. 

In nearby Falmouth, the 
constituency held fay Sebas¬ 


tian Coe, the Referendum 
Party is fielding the property 
entrepreneur Peter de 
Savary. Sir James greeted the 
faithful handful at the Chain 
Locker pub on Falmouth 
front but of Mr de Savary, 
who once owned both Land’s 
End and John o’ Groats, 
there was not a trace. The 
candidate has not been sight¬ 
ed here since the election was 
calied. An aide said that he 
was “resting”. And Mr de 


Savaiy’s daughter l isa, an 
exhibitions organiser in nor¬ 
mal times, explained that her 
father had been advised not 
to overdo it 

Party organisers had 
promised: “The harbour will 
be filled with trawlers hoot¬ 
ing and flying flags." A few, 
flags were in evidence but the 
only hooting jtof be - heard • * 
emulated from fire happy guf*- 
and tonics surrounding Sir 
James as he partook of a 


toothsome Cornish pub 
lunch. Plans to have Sir 
James fire a starting pistol to 
launch a 100-boat flotilla and 
climb aboard a vessel were 
likewise abandoned. Sir 
James is also against overdo¬ 
ing it 

Sucb_plans altered at. the 
last minute and missed idevK 
steal. opportunities would 
have brought spuMfoetprr 
from the major partfeSjhm 
blisters, but Priti was charm- 


ingiy unconcerned, as if some 
of the canapes had. simply 
failed to materialise. “It was 
supposed to happen," she 
smiled. 

Then Sir James waved 
goodbye, dim bed into his 
private helicopter and head¬ 
ed bade-home,, while eveiy- 
one politely- thanked 
! evtiyone <ds&drt'. what all 
: ' agr«dha3Cteii a Iqv€fy day 
out and a perfectly spiffing 
. party ' - ' '. '’: ^ I 


Safari in Kenya 
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< r - vA ->ri- • 


S Jt 


\ 


Nescafe ; 


at" 




T-## 




\Mescafe/ 


BUYA JAR OF NESCAFE AND YOU COULD BE HAVING BREAKFAST ON ONE OF 


MOO DREAM HOLIDAYS AROUND THE WORLD. For instance, you could win one of 


Jamaica, Florida, Kenya or cruising the Caribbean. Also, Acre 


250 seven night European dry holidays- flying with British Midland and staying in a fins 
class Golden Tulip Worldwide Hotel -and 740 r e la xing champagne breakfast breaks in the 


UK to be won. But if you don’t win one of (be dream holidays don’t despair; because all 


other labels ofler guaranteed lowest price weekends at the Jarvis Hotel of your choke. 
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Argentina 

60p 

£1.31 

Hong Kong 

40p 

69 p 

Philippines 

84p 

£1.08 : 

Australia 

20p 

49p 

India 

60p 

£1.20 

Puerto Rico 

54p 

7 8 p ! 

Bahrain 

7 Op 

£1.02 

Indonesia 

80p 

£1.08 

Qatar 

30p 

£1.02 

Bangladesh 

80p 

£1.33 

Ireland 

16 p 

23p 

Russia 

60p 

7 9p 

Brazil 

60p 

£1.31 

Israel 

6 0 p 

7 9 p 

Saudi Arabia 70p 

£1.02 

! Canada 

16 p 

24 p 

Italy 

2 8 p 

3 6 p 

Singapore 

40p 

69p 

( Caribbean 

56 p 

7Sp 

Japan 

30p 

77p 

Spain 

23d 

36p 

1 Chile 

68 p 

£1.31 

Jordan 

60p 

£1.26 

South Africa40p 

£1.02 

China 

60p 

£ 1.08 

Kenya 

SOp 

£1.31 

South Korea 

50p 

£1.08 

Colombia 

7 0p 

£1.35 

Kuwait 

7 0 p 

£1.02 

Sri Lanka 

94p 

£1.33 

Costa Rica 

70p 

£1.31 

Malawi 

7Sp 

£1.31 

Sweden 

22p 

29p 

Denmark 

1 6p 

28 p 

Malaysia 

60p 

£1.08 

Switzerland 

22p 

29p 

Egypt 

7Sp 

£1.26 

Mexico 

7 S p 

£1.08 

Syria 

90p 

£1.26 

El Salvador 

70p 

£1.31 

Namibia 

80p 

£1.31 

Taiwan 

40p 

£1.03 

Fiji 

90p 

£1.35 

Nepal 

70p 

£1.03 

Thailand 

7 0p 

£1.08 

! France 

1 6p 

2 3 p 

Netherlands 

20p 

28p 

UAE 

60p 

£1.02 

Gambia 

S6p 

£1.31 

New 2ealand 

3 0 p 

49 p 

Uganda 

90p 

£1.31 

j Germany 

16p 

2Sp 

Nigeria 

70p 

£1.05 

Uruguay 

7 7 p 

£1.31 

Ghana 

7 0p 

£1.31 

Norway 

2 6p 

3 a p 

USA 

lOp 

?4n 

| Greece 

28p 

36p 

Pakistan 

80p 

£1.33 

Venezuela 

56p 

£1.31 

Guyana 

80p 

£1.02 

Panama 

69p 

£1.31 

Zimbabwe 

80p 

fl 31 

Honduras 

6 4 p 

£1.31 

Peru 

63p 

£1.31 
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Pulitzer 
trumpets 
high note 
for jazz 

F**om Quentin Letts 

IN NEW YORK 

JAZZ, regarded for much 
of this century as the 
smoke-fugged wayward 
cousui of the arts establish¬ 
ment. has received a fillip 
by receiving its first Pulit¬ 
zer prize. 

Wynton Marsalis, 35 , 
one of the best jazz trum¬ 
peters of the day. gained 
the Honour in a category 
that has in the past gone to 
classical music. 

His victory was being 
regarded yesterday as a 
breakthrough for the 
music that'has prospered 
in urban., dives since 
around 1900. 

Mr Marsalis won the 
Pulitzer for his oratorio 
Blood on the Fields, a 22- 
movement composition 
around the story of Afri¬ 
cans shipped to die United 
States for slavery. 

The sympathetic nature 
of the work helped his 
cause; the Pulitzers, which 
are administered by New 
York's Columbia Univer¬ 
sity, are nothing if not 
politically correct 
The Pulitzer judges this 
year left their drama prize 
unawarded. They could 
not find an American play 
that they considered wor¬ 
thy of the award. 



Congress 
presses for 
tough stand 
over China 

From Bronwen Maddox in Washington 


Marsalis: oratorio tells 
die story of slavery 


I GROWING anti-Beijing senti¬ 
ment from both parties in 
Congress threatens to give 
President Clinton a rough 
ride this summer as he 
attempts to boost trade with 
China. 

Congressional critics of the 
Chinese Government are hop¬ 
ing that the White House’s 
embarrassment over election 
campaign fundraising will en¬ 
able' "them to bounce Mr 
Clinton into adopting a tough¬ 
er line towards Beijing. 

Robert Rubin, the Treasury 
Secretary, this week warned 
senior Chinese government 
officials that concern about 
human rights, Hong Kong 
and a growing trade imbal¬ 
ance; meant that this year’s 
debate over renewing China’s 
"most favoured nation" status 
would be even more highly 
charged than in the past. 

China’s desire to join the 
World Trade Organisation is 
a second flashpoint leading 
Democrats in the House of 
Representatives are weighing 
up their chances of pushing 
through a law requiring the 
United States to veto China's 
application in perpetuity. 

The looming dispute over 
China is a reminder to Mr 
Clinton that foreign policy 
offers little respite from the 
campaign fundraising dispute 
and partisan squabbling that 
has stalled domestic politics 
this year. He has made “con¬ 
structive engagement” the 
motto of his policy towards 
China and has supported its 
"most favoured nation" status, 
which gives it the same privi¬ 
leges as America’s main trad¬ 
ing partners. 

In the past, congressional 
critics of China have been 
deterred from voting to with¬ 


draw China's trading rights 
for fear of causing huge com¬ 
mercial damage to the United 
States. This year, however, the 
threat posed by China appears 
to have grabbed the imagina¬ 
tions of members of Congress 
from both parties, filling the 
vacuum left by the collapse of 
the Soviet Union. 

Congressional opponents 
hope drat the Administration 
is now so sensitive to allega¬ 
tions of illegal Chinese dona¬ 
tions to last year's election 
. campaign, that it cannot aff¬ 
ord to be soft on China for fear 
of being accused of looking 
after its friends. 

The vote is due in June, but 
is likely to be postponed until 
after July I. when China 
regains control of Hong Kong. 
Some Senate opponents want 
to delay it a further three 
months to assess China’s be¬ 
haviour towards the former 
colony more fully. 

The more distant question 
of World Trade Organisation 
membership is likely to attract 
fiercer opposition. According 
to American trade officials. 
China wants to reach broad 
agreement with the United 
States on its accession to the 
world’s largest trading organ¬ 
isation before an autumn 
summit between Mr Clinton 
and President Jiang Zemin of 
China. However, the gulf be¬ 
tween the two on tariff levels 
remains formidable. 

If Congress succeeds in 
forcing the White House to 
take a harder line, it would 
mark a severe setback for Mr 
Clinton and would further 
complicate the already tense 
relations between Wasltington 
and Beijing. 

Leading artide. page 21 




Strike by 
drivers 
hits India 

Delhi: Indian industry is 
being paralysed by a nation¬ 
wide lorry drivers’ strike, forc¬ 
ing the army to move crucial 
supplies and leaving ports 
paralysed by stockpiled goods 
(Christopher Thomas writes). 

1 .any companies say they 
will halt production if the 
nine-day stoppage goes on. 
The strike, called by the All 
India Motor Transport Con¬ 
gress, is in protest at a 
planned transport service tax. 

Flying into rage 

Phnom Penh: Fed up with 
lost luggage and delayed 
flights, the president of Cam¬ 
bodia’s chamber of commerce, 
Teng Boonma. believed to 
Cambodia’s richesi man. shot 
out a tyre on a parked Royal 
Air Cambodge 737 jet No 
action was taken against the 
tycoon. [AP) 

A Palestinian firebomb explodes near Israeli troops during yesterday’s fresh wave of violence in Hebron Court CXplOSioH 


Violence eclipses Netanyahu return 


From Christopher Walker in Jerusalem 


AMERICA’S latest Middle 
East peace initiative was yes¬ 
terday swiftly overtaken by 
fighting in the disputed West 
Bank city of Hebron. By 
nighTfaii three Palestinians 
were dead and more than >00 
injured. Four Israeli soldiers 
were also wounded. 

The violence erupted only 
hours before Binyamin Netan¬ 
yahu. the Israeli Prune Minis¬ 
ter. arrived tack from talks in 
Washington with President 
Clinton that failed to end the 
dangerous deadlock in the 
peace process, which many 
fear is pushing the region to 
the brink of war. 

Mr Clinton described the 
talks as “very specific, frank, 
candid and long", a diplomat¬ 
ic way of pointing to deep 
differences between the Amer¬ 


ican and Israeli positions. Last 
night Israeli rightwingers 
praised Mr Netanyahu for 
making no concessions. 

A spokesman for Yassir 
Arafat, President of the Pales¬ 
tinian Authority, blamed the 
bloodshed on the Israeli Prime 
Minister, whose approval of a 
large new Jewish setlement at 
Har Homa in annexed east 
Jerusalem provoked the latest 
crisis when bulldozers began 
work there on March IS. 
Twelve people have since been 
killed, including three Jewish 
women in a suicide bomb 
anack. Nearly 800 Arabs have 
been wounded. 

Yesterday's fighting was the 
most serious in a single day 
between Israeli forces and 
Palestinian mobs since the 
new crisis began. Both sides 


gave different versions of how 
the trouble began. 

The spark that ignited 
passions on both sides came 
when a 23-year-old Palestinian 
was shot dead by two Jewish 
settlers studying at a religious 
college. Palestinians said the 
shooting was unprovoked, but 
Israeli police claimed that the 
shots were fired after the Jews 
were attacked with teargas. 

Jtbril Rajoub, the head of 
the Palestinian security forces 
in the West Bank, rejected 
Israeli claims that the dead 
man. Assam Rashid Arafeh. 
had been shot after the two 
Jews were attacked by Pales¬ 
tinians. “I think this is a very 
grave incident, and 1 think it 
will lead to an escalation of the 
situation." he said. 

As hundreds of Palestinians 


attacked across the divide, the 
Israeli troops — part of a large 
unit based deployed to defend 
the 450 Jewish settlers living 
among 120.000 Hebron Arabs 
— opened fire, first over the 
heads of the attackers, then 
with robber-coated bullets 
and teargas. The Israelis de¬ 
nied claims that they had fired 
live ammunition. 

Two other Palestinians, 
whose ages were given by 
hospital sources as 15 and 24. 
died after they were hit in the 
head by rubber bullets. 

Later yesterday, hundreds 
of Palestinians marched in the 
funeral procession of the first 
victim, vowing to avenge ills 
death. Uniformed Palestinian 
police carried the flag-draped 
corpse and honoured the dead 
man with a 21-gun salute. 


Urban a. Illinois: A man 
threw a firebomb at a judge 
during a trial, causing an 
explosion and fire. The judge 
at the Champaign County 
courthouse was treated in 
hospital fora scalp wound and 
three other people had minor 
injuries. (AP) 

Famine warning 

Tokyo: North Korea is threat¬ 
ened by a famine and only 
urgent international assis¬ 
tance will avert mass starva¬ 
tion. Tony Hall, an American 
congressman said after tour¬ 
ing northern areas (Robert 
Whymant writes). 

Major minor 

Beijing: A Chinese woman in 
central Henan province has 
given birth to a toby weighing 
191b ]5oz and measuring 28in. 
The boy-, the size of an 1&- 
month infant, was born by 
Caesarian section. (AFP) 





HP’s new 
NetServer E-30 
means goodbye to the 
desktop PC server. 


A lot «*f business people think that 
n>at network servers are not for them. 
Y„n see them as more complicated to 
use than desktop VC servers, with 
feat tires you don’t need and a price you 
c-an't afford 

Sow. ihere’s something to challenge 
this point »f view. The HP NetServer 
K-:tlt IS ihe first ever server designed 
specifically for use m small workgroups 
and businesses that have limited or no 
access in MIS expertise. And you can get 
it fur about the same price as a typical 

desktop W server. 

The IIP NetServer E-30 also has 
advantages which a PC can never provide: 
maximisation of uptime, network health 
monitoring looto. and fully certified 

compatibility with Microsoft* Windows 
NT’and Novell NetWare: 

Best of all. HP’s NetServer E-30 is 

extraordinarily easy to use. Thanks to 
the Installation Assistant program. 

setting up * hard " U,an f ° llowing lhe 

instructions on iho CD-ROM. li is slntos. 

as simple os-P1U8 f ° r S etr 

Our Autopilol • feature permanently 
monitors the health of y°ur network 
A simple series of traffic lights telis yon 
what’s going On and predicts any future 
problems. It even has on-site diagnoattm. 



m 


PACKARD 


and in the unlikely event of a software 
failure, the Automatic Server Restart will 
get your server up and running again 
often before you even know about it. 

We mean it when we say thaL our NetServer 
is dedicated to being able to serve you at 
all times. Such reliability is only to be 
expected from Hewlett-Packard - one of 
the worlds leading server vendors. 

One final point Using the HP NetServer 
E-30 lets you devote more time to your 
real job. growing your business. (.And as 
your network gets bigger, the E-30 will 
cope happily with your expansion). So if 
you thought you couldn’t afford a real 
server, think again. 

For more details, visit our website at 
http ://w w w. hp.com/go/netserver or call 
us on 0990 47474 1 . 


.VETSEWE8 E-30 
FEVTTKES 

• Inf t-l IVninMif inwriwr 
l nr. Mlii ■ ifiMB £iv 

f.-*|ianrt4!ilr it. I'.'JMBi 

• J*.iik ra.’t”- • - 1 iiH Hard 
I'i'li iiuaxihuiu hard ilisk 

. ai.i. icj Jl CUt • litU 
VRAM « 1VUISA Du* • c'li 
RUM *t.wlani HUE 4 x 
fit ROM) ■ InsiaUrd SCSl-S 
KUS (A2M10A1 SCSI 
ivfiinillffl • I ft Euot T/IO 
Baw 2 onnibo HP ntc 

• G slol*. 2 PCI. 2 PC1/1SA. 

S ISA fi diclrn: 1 floppy, 
rl finni r » 25.2 inicrna] 

J V « flrytwuid/DPllW 

■ Configuration Assistant 

■ I'nuflrd lor Microsoft® 
Windows NT 1 '* ft Novel] 
NetWare*!' » Folly-assisted 
uvaxUaiiott at NetWare and 
NT • Diagnostic Assistant 

• Information Assistant 

• HP Amo Pilot''" 

Monitoring System 

• Automatic Server Restart 
(ASR.l • Choice of warranty 
1 3 yew 2nd day. 3 year 
same day. 3 year 21hr * 7 or 
1 year nest day] 
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Midland Bant pk is regulated by Hie Personal Investment Authority *r j 

seH our own He assurance, pensions and unn busts. As with any investment" 
relating to stocks and shares, the prices oi units and the income Iran them on t 
go down as wrti as up and they may fall below the amount originally invested. 
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France hopes display of almost 1,000 paintings will restore works to rightful Jewish owners 


Art treasures looted by 
Nazis on show in Paris 


IN AN exhibition which 
opened in Paris yesterday 
there was no question of which 
artists the works could be 
attributed to: the problem was 
to which owners could they be 
attributed? 

The paintings, including 
masters such as Picasso, Ma¬ 
tisse and Renoir, were among 
almost 1,000 works of art 
looted from French Jewish 
families by the Nazis. Many 
were seen for the first time 
yesterday. The French Gov¬ 
ernment is staging exhibitions 
at five museums so that the 
original owners may see them, 
recognise them and lodge a 
daim. It is the first official 
attempt to locate the owners 
since the works were taken 
away 50 years ago. 

“Why did it take half a 
century?" demanded a survi¬ 
vor of the Holocaust at an 
impassioned conference at the 
Pompidou Centre yesterday. 
"How can you suggest that 
works were bought on a 
flourishing market when they 
were stolen?" a former Resis¬ 
tance fighter, Jean Demartini, 
asked museum staff. A geneal¬ 
ogist, Frangois-Louis AWeng, 
called on the French Govern¬ 
ment to open up its archives to 
help in the search. 

In such circumstances, it 
was difficult to look at paint¬ 
ings by Matisse, Dufy and 
others without letting the 
imagination wonder what 
they might have witnessed 
before being snatched from 
the homes of their owners. 
More than 75,000 French Jews 
were murdered in the concen¬ 


An exhibition bound to stir 
anguished memories has just 
opened, writes Dalya Alberge, 
Arts Correspondent, in Paris 


tration camps, hating been 
soit there with the collabor¬ 
ation of the Vichy regime. 

Paintings by masters such 
as Corot and Utrillo, many of 
peaceful country or gentle 
urban views, perhaps mir¬ 
rored the kinds of scenery 
through which fine victims 
would have passed on their 
way to Drancy and the Bast 

The Louvre, Mus6e 
d'Orsay, Pompidou Centre. 
National Ceramics Museum 
in Sevres and the palace at 


Ostade, the 17th-century 
Dutch artist Among 102 
drawings that have finally 


drawings that have finally 
seen die light are The Adora¬ 
tion of the Magi by Tiepolo, 
perhaps the greatest Italian 
ISdbcenrory artist and a 
tender image of ah old woman 
attributed to Goya. 

Ida Grinspan. who was 
deported to Auschwitz where 
her parents were murdered, 
was among those at the Pom¬ 
pidou yesterday. She came out 
of interest not because she 


C Survivors, who experienced rape 
and death, are seeking moral justice 
through the return of these works } 


Versailles are each displaying 
a share of the pillaged 
treasures. 

For die first time in decades, 
the Louvre showed delicate oil 
studies by masters such as 
Fragonard and Delacroix; and 
12th-century carvings from 
unidentified churches. Many 
of the works were from the 
studio of the masters: a strik¬ 
ing image of St Peter by 
Cranach, the 16th-century 
German painter, or a charm¬ 
ing blind man and his dog by 


believed some of die images 
belonged to her family. "My 
father was just a tailor, a good 
tailor, but he did not have 
paintings." She survived the 
death camp because her moth¬ 
er arranged her hair to make 
her look older than her 14 
years: children were automati¬ 
cally killed because they were 
unable to work. 

Looking at a powerful 1921 
Picasso Head of a Woman 
and a gentle Dufy view of 
Venice, die sighed: “Part of the 

MARTIN BEDOALL 


people who owned them is 
with each of these paintings ” 
Myriam GUkerman, of the 
European Jewish Congress, 
said that survivors who had 
experienced “rape and death, 
death, death" were seeking 
only moral justice through 
seeing these works of art 
returned home. 

Serge Klarsfdd, the Nazi 
hunter who tracked down 
Klaus Barbie to South Ameri¬ 
ca and whose father died at 
Auschwitz, said yesterday 
that, just as the war criminals 
should never be allowed to 
rest the works should be 
reunited with the owners: 
"The victims are still suffer¬ 
ing,” he said. 

Philippe Douste-Blazy, the 
French Culture Minister, said 
recently that die decision to 
show the treasures had been 
made "out of a concern for 
openness ". However, in Janu¬ 
ary. France'S state auditors 
accused national museums of 
failing in their legal duty to 
seek the rightful owners of 
these works: under a law 
passed in 1949. the museums 
are obliged to find die owners. 

In opening the Pompidou's 
show, its president, Jeart- 
Jacques AiUagon, spoke of "a 
concern for truth and trans¬ 
parency”. He noted how they 
were presenting the works 
alphabetically, with all the 
known documentation, in¬ 


cluding photographs of the 
backs of paintings, where 



Ida Grinspan. with photograph of herself after Auschwitz, at the Pompidou Centre 


labels could offer dues. 

Didier Schulmann, of die 
centre, said chat “history has 
left its mark on these works”. 
Pointing to a 1929 punting of 
two nude women by Foujita, 
the Japanese-born impres¬ 
sionist, he said its provenance 
would now indude die name 
of a woman who perished in 
the death camps. 

According to the French 
Government's figures. 100.000 
works of art were reported as 
looted by die Nazis after the 
war. Tens of thousands were 
returned to France and 45.441 
handed back to their owners; 
the rest were other sold, 
distributed among public col¬ 
lections or kept in store. 
Thousands more, including 
works by Picasso and Dali, 
had been slashed-with knives 
or burnt by the SS. Serge 
Cwajgenbaum, secretary-gen¬ 
eral of the European Jewish 
Congress, spoke of his shock 
that the French museums 
were suggesting that the 
works were acquired on the 
flourishing art market of the 
war years: “It gives legitimacy 
to all that happened, fciris was 
a recycling centre of stolen 
goods." 

Martin Saritt, chairman of 
the foreign affairs committee 
of the Board of Deputies of 





fore 


tesiiard 


Same of toe hundreds of paintings, stolen from French Jews by the Naas, which are now on display at the Louvre 


British Jews, said: “These 
exhibitions are of tremendous 
importance. These works were 
stolen from Jewish ownership 
in the 1940s. We are hopeful 
that the heirs can recognise 
the artefacts and make a 
daim.” 

He spoke of being inundat¬ 
ed with letters from children 
and grandchildren erf the vic¬ 
tims: “I sit here and cry and 


it’s terribly emotional" He 
added that works that could 
not be reunited with the 
original owners should be 
sold. The proceeds, he suggest¬ 
ed, could be directed towards 
Eastern Europe: “Most of the 
Jews in the Ukraine and the 
Baltic states never had a 
penny of compensation-" 
Similar thoughts were ex¬ 
pressed by Philip Saunders, a 


British specialist in Tracking 
down art stolen during the 
war "I don't think the French 
state should keep them. This is 
other people's work. “The Si¬ 
mon Wiesenthal Centre has 
called on France to send the 
works on a world tour to help 
their original owners to see 
them. 

While people walked silent¬ 
ly through the exhibition halls. 


one visitor noted that Goering, 
who was fond of art, or at least 
art collections, had done some¬ 
thing similar in 1940. He came 
regularly for exhibitions of 
looted works at the nearby Jeu 
de P&ume museum: art was 
delivered by the truckload, 
champagne was laid on for x 
him and he took his pick, * 
steering dear of anything the 
Fuhrer wanted. 
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Six narrow slits that sank the Titanic 


From Quentin Letts in new york 
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THE Titanic was sunk by a series of 
astonishingly narrow slits and not as 
supposed, by a huge gash to her bow, 
research has shown. 

French and American underwater 
explorers, using sound waves to pene¬ 
trate the thick mud which still surrounds 
much of the doomed liner, showed that 
she was undone by six slits on her 
starboard side. They are the width of a 
man's palm, and their total surface area 
is no bigger than two paving stones. 

Since toe Belfast-built vessel sank on 
the night of April 14. 1912, it has 
commonly been supposed that the ice¬ 
berg she struck left a gaping 300ft hole in 
her side. She sank within two hoars and 
about L500 people died, including the 
band, which reportedly played on. 

A television documentary to be 
broadcast in the United States this 
weekend — dose to toe disaster's 85th 
anniversary — win detail the damage 
caused by the icebe r g: six slits, in a 
pattern similar to those one might make 
onto a knife in toe top of an apple pie. 


Their size meant that the ocean rushed in 
to the Titanic at a terrifying rate-— faster, 
said a shipbuilding expert yesterday, 
than the rate achieved by a modem 
fireman’s hose, and certainly more than 
even the most modem bilge pomp could 
bafl out 

The position of the slits was also 
crucial to the loss of toe "unsinkable” 
liner on her maiden voyage. They 
penetrated the steel skin and holed the 
ship's front six watertight compa rt ments. 
Had she not been going so East — about 
22 knots — the gashes might not have 
been so bad and she might have 
survived. 

The evidence vindicates toe testimony 
given to the 1912 British inquiry into the 
disaster by Edward Wilding of Hartand 
& Wolff, toe Belfast shipyard which built 
the liner. He maintained, to widespread 
disbelief, that the ship was damaged in a 
number of areas, probably in toe manner 
of slits. David Livingstone, a successor to 
Mr Wilding at Hariand & Wolff, said 
yesterday: “Wilding got it right" 
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Nato balks at tough Russiandemands^as secuntyto 


27 


MOSCOW is demanding tough 
terms for signing a politically 
binding security charter with 
Nato. some of which were rejected 
out of hand by the alliance 
yesterday in a meeting with 
Russia's Deputy Foreign Minister. 

The searrii for a deal with 
Moscow that will guarantee Rus¬ 
sia a strategic partnership with 
Nato is now approaching the final 
stages. The intention is for Presi¬ 
dent Yeltsin to attend a summit at 
the end of next month, probably in 
Paris, to sign the charter that will 
declare the formation of a Nato- 
Russia Council and offer Moscow 
pledges about the manner in 
which the alliance is planning to 
open its doors to new members 


Russia accepts that it cannot stop Nato’s growth. 
But it is applying raa^ui^ressuretobimt 
impact writes Michael Evans in Brussels 


from Central and Eastern Europe. 
Although there is a high degree of 
optimism at Nato headquarters 
that the Russians will agree, to a 
deal, senior officials underlined 
the challenges that remain. One 
senior Nato source said about 60 
per cent of the text for the charter 
had been agreed. 

At yesterday’s meeting at Nato 
headquarters between Gebhardt 
von Moltke. the Assistant Secre¬ 
tary-General, political affairs divi¬ 


sion. and Nikolai Afanassievski, 
the Russian Deputy Foreign Min- 
ister. the mam stumblingitocks to 
a security charter could be 
summed up in one wort- 
infrastructure. Poland, the Crech 
Republic and Hungary are expect 
ed to be among the first countries 
to be invited to join the ajhanix, 
and the Russians have accepted 
that they cannot prevent such a 
move. So they are applymB 
mum pressure to limit Nato de¬ 


ployment of “foreign" tri^a^ 
equipment into their former sajo- 
life states. “Infrastructure to the 
Russians means one Nato soldier 
crossing the border,” a Nato 

source said. . „ 

Moscow has already won a 
significant concession oil the de¬ 
ployment of tactical nudear weap¬ 
ons, known as the“three nos ..The 

charter text says the alliance has 
“no intention, no plans and no 
reason for deploying 
weapons” on the temtoiy of new 
member stales. 

Now Russia is trying to get a 
similar deal on conventional 
forces, although Nato will not 
allow Moscow a veto to stop basic 
infrastructure work being carried 


out, including improving runways 
to Nato standards, ensuring air 
defence systems are into**!*™** 
and building “facilities toenaMe 
alliance forces to be deployed 
rapidly to the new member coun¬ 
tries in an emergency. _ . 

The Russians are beginning to 
come round to Nato's argument 
that it is necessary to ensure inter¬ 
operability, between existing and 
{^members, but say this does 

not mean large gamsons 
and tanks permanently baped m 
foe countries. However- rf Nato 
concedes too much to Moscow, 
Poland, Hungary and the Gredtt 
Republic will think they «re «*■ 
©3-dass members of the alliance. 

To underline the lingering Cold 


War paranoia that still influences 
Moscow's thinking, Russia has 
come up with a new formula for 
regulating the size and location of 
forces under the Conventional 
Forces in Europe (CFE) Treaty. 

Moscow insists that Nato en¬ 
largement will change the balance 
of forces agreed under the treaty. 
Nato is prepared to offer “gener¬ 
ous" new conditions, one of which 
is that if “foreign" troops are 
deployed In the new member 
stales, those countries will ha ve to 
reduce their own national forces 
by a comparable amount 

However. Moscow has now 
proposed that the balance of forces 
in Europe should be based on 
three troop components: Nato, 


former Soviet Uiuonjmd former 
Warsaw Pact A senior Nato 
source said this was tptsdly unac¬ 
ceptable. “Russia is isolated on this 
one," the source saw*. 

Moscow has made it dear that 1 

a charter is agreed, * 
signed at a separate 
summit “well before the Nato 
meeting in Madrid m Ju^wtach 

will inrite the new members to jmn 

tta affiance. There is.optimum 
that a charter will be signed next 

m Twelve countries have formally 
aonlied to join Nato: Poland, 
Hungary, the Czech RfpubUc. 
Romania. Bulgaria. ! 

Lithunia, Latvia, Estonia. Albania. 
Macedonia and Slovenia. 


Prodi faces defeat over 
Italian force for Albania 


From Richard Owen in rome 


LAST-MrNUTE uncertainty 
over Italy’s imminent military 
intervention in Albania threat¬ 
ened to bring down the centre- 
left Government last night. 
Romano Prodi, the Prime 
Minister, was facing parlia¬ 
mentary defeat just hours 
before the first advance units 
of the Italian-led force are due 
to arrive in Tirana. 

Signor Prodi appealed to 
MPs to back him. saying 
Italy’s international reput¬ 
ation was at stake and that 
failure to intervene in Albania 
would be “dishonourable”. 

He had expected to push a 
government motion approv¬ 
ing the military intervention 
through the lower house today 
with the support of the centre- 
right Opposition, led by Silvio 
Berlusconi, the media tycoon 
and former Prime Minister. 
But Signor Berlusconi said the 
Opposition, which also in¬ 
cludes the far-right Alleanza 
Narionale led by Gianfranco 


Fini. would table its own 
motion and would eiher vote 
against the government mo¬ 
tion or abstain. 

The Right appeared in¬ 
censed by what it saw as proof 
from a senior Prodi adminis¬ 
tration official that the Gov¬ 
ernment’s aims were not 
confined to the protection of 
humanitarian aid but also 
included the removal from 
power of President Berisha 
and his right-wing Democrat¬ 
ic Party. Signor Fini said his 
party would only vote for 
intervention in Albania if Si¬ 
gnor Prodi stepped down. 

“We are already living in the 
post-Prodi era.” La Stampa 
reported. “We cannot put 
2.000 Italian lives at risk when 
we are so divided." The centre - 
left coalition, which includes 
the Party of the Democratic 
Left (PDS), or the former 
Communist Party, won histor¬ 
ic elections a year ago this 
month. It has a majority in the 


Senate, which voted yester¬ 
day. but in the lower house 
depends for a majority on the 
hard-left Rifondazione Com¬ 
uni sta. Rifondazione. led oy 
Fausto Berrinotti. has kept 
Signor Prodi in power despite 
ideological differences over 
budget cuts and privatisation. 

Signor Bertinorti has re; 
fused to back Signor Prodi 
over Albania this week, argu¬ 
ing that intervention would be 
a dangerous mistake, at the 
taxpayers’ expense, and an art 
of “neo-colonialism”. Albania 
was occupied by Fascist Italy 

58 years ago this week. 

The multinational force has 
been dogged from the start by 
uncertainty over its make-up, 
aims and operational tactics. 

La Repubblica said the real 
purpose of the intervention, 
dubbed Operation Sunrise, 
was not so much to protect aid 
convoys as to “reconstruct an 
embryonic Albanian state” 
The collapse of the cross- 


party consensus yesterday 
came after Piero Eassino. the 
Deputy Foreign Minister re¬ 
sponsible for the Mediterra¬ 
nean area, told a PDS meeting 
that President Berisha had to 
step down, if not immediately 
then in the future. “That 
Berisha should go is dear to 
us.” Signor Fassino. a promi¬ 
nent PDS leader, was quoted 
as saying. “By us 1 mean not 
just the PDS. but the Govern¬ 
ment as a whole." 

An advance party of I tab an 
and French troops was due to 
secure Tirana airport tomor¬ 
row, defence offidals said. The 
bulk of the 6.000-man fora- 
from Italy, France, Spain, 
Greece, Romania and Turkey, 
and commanded by an Italian 
general - was expected next 
week, with the aim of securing 
the ports of Durres and vlore 
and a “corridor" from the 
coast to Tirana. ___ 

Letters, page 21 


* 


Mazfonale led by uiamrancu J ~ __ — -- 

Border guards humiliate’ Rock general 


From Tunku Varadaraj an 

IN MADRID 

and Dominique Searle 
IN GIBRALTAR 

the Foreign Office will complain to 
Spain today over the mistreatment by 


Saturday whan Major-General Simon 

■SSjasflSBfr'r 

^General Pack had to dnveteck tohis 
home and return with paper* to prove 
that he was lawfully resident there. 
According to witnesses, a guard threi 


the naners to the ground. They were 
renievecThy the geSrf- He was then 

■■SSSSSreEu-rt Chief 
i«rter said: “This is a vivid example of the 
contempt and aggression which people 

•"tStSaS-the British Embas* 
in Madrid said: This is one moreofhwse 
incidents ... in which our people are 
harrassed unnecessarily. 



31 Germany’s 

jobless total 
sets record 
for month 

From Deborah Collcutt 

IN BONN 

GERMAN unempiqyment figure 
reached a postwar recordfor the month 

of March with an> urcnase of nearly 
400.000 compared withi last year, 
prompting both union 
associations to cast doubt on the 
cSnenfs goal of halving unem- 

Pl AWioughthe unemployment nuefell 
last montii to a seasonally unadjusted 
17 per cent or 4.48 million from 
February's 12.2 per cent or 4.67 rmlhon 
- the highest level since 19*3 - further 
increases are expected in coming 

m mfaU was mainly linked to milder 

weather, which allowed consmicnon 
labourers to return to work, while the 
trend in manufacturing and 
Scrors remained weak, the Federal 
Labour Office reported yesterday. 

“It was expected that the March 
fioures would be better than February 
because of the improved weather. 

which has boosted the building indus¬ 
try- said Holgar Fahnnkrog. an 
economist with the UrajedUBjnkjJ 
Switzerland m Franlrfurt. Bui there 
are not too many good signs for a 
downward trend. Companies are still 
under enormous pressure to rat,t,na J‘^ 
and there is no signal for tong-tenn 
fobs growth until at least autumn or 
next year.” Analysts said continuing 
high unemployment meant the Gov¬ 
ernment fareda* challenge cutting its 
budget deficit in time to fulfil me 
Maastricht treaty criteria to qualify for 

economic and monetary union. 

■phe data from the Labour Office 
immediately dampened dtanw of a 
cut in German interest rates, a* it ten 
short of predictions for unemployment 
figures issued by the Bundesbank. 
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A thorn in the 
side of an 
English rose 




|v Designers have .. -h 


ONE of the things about living 
in a country where the wea- 
ther is so cruelly capricious, is 
how pathetically grateful it 
makes one when it all goes 
right Usually April brings not 
the gladdening sigm of 
spring, but icy blasts and 
torrents of rain (and probably 
hail and snow as well), quite 
indistinguishable from what 
goes on in January and Febru¬ 
ary, and most unconduriw to 
the casting of a single clout 
Shivering inside one’s woolly 
jumper — matted with long 
wear — one reflects bitterly 
that it will probably cany on 
like this well into August 

But then, miraculously, ev¬ 
ery so often there comes along 
a proper spring, with lambs 
and apple blossom and blue¬ 
bells all arriving in a rush, 
and lilies of the valley coming 
up unseasonably early and 
sunshine warm ^ 
enough for one to 
sit out and admire 
this beautiful ex¬ 
travagance of new "Xhe 
life and hope. 

And of course, £•>< 

what with every- 
thing looking so 
fresh and new' and ¥ c 

flowery, one’s • 

thoughts begin to LQ 

drift towards one’s t ■ 

own appearance. A QlicC 
plague on scratchy 
tweed and hairy 
sweaters and horrid Crowsty 
blade and its ugly sisters, 
brown and navy. What we 
want now is lightness and 
gaiety and. Luckily for us, this 
year the designers have unac¬ 
countably not decreed that the 
Modem Woman wishes to 
spend die spring in flapping 
tailleurs of porridge-coloured 
viscose hessian, or shift dress¬ 
es of unforgiving cut in dtric 
shades so tart that they make 
your teeth hurt 

On die contrary, the 
womenswear departments of 
the big stores currently resem¬ 
ble the main tent at Chelsea 
Flower Show, bursting with 
rail after rail of delicious little 
dresses — ruffled, wrap¬ 
around wisps of chiffon or 
crepe in sweet-pea colours. So 
chic, so simple — none of that 
fussing that one has to go in 
for with separates — just slip it 
on, tie the sash, and there you 
are. The perfect look for the 
traditional English rose. 

Except, beware! Not for 
nothing does the traditional 
English rose have the unenvi¬ 
able reputation of being the 
worst-dressed woman in 
Europe, if not the world. Let us 
suppose, for a moment, that 
you have bought one of these 
little flowery wrapover wisps. 


‘Beware! 
The wrap 
front 
parts 
in all 
directions’ 


There it is on the hanger, all 
set to transform you effortless¬ 
ly into the Queen of the May. 
Standing in front of the mir¬ 
ror, you shrug it on, do up the 
little ribbon ties and, hey 
presto! there you are, effort¬ 
lessly transformed into Mrs 
Overall in her herbaceous 
wraparound pinny. 

Good God! Can your ankles 
really have become that thick 
in the course of the winter? Or 
is it just tite effect of those 
simple littie ballet pumps 
which you have slipped on? 
Perhaps it will be better when 
you are sitting down — one of 
the charms of the wrap-over 
frock is the artless way in 
which it disdoses an alluring 
expanse of leg. You sit down. 
The wrap-front parts in all 
directions, disclosing an ex¬ 
panse of stocky limb all the 
way up to your American Tan 
gusset (and a hefty 
slice of brassiere 

are! into ** bargain)- 

Alluring is. per- 
rran haps. not quite the 

mot juste. 

r.f Oh dear. Well, it 

LA is a hard lesson, 

but one worth 
^ learning as early as 

ii possible, that the 

U-l authentic look of 

■ , carefree chic — the 

lOriS one that says. 

_ What, this? Oh I 

just opened the 
wardrobe and out it popped, 
isn't it sweet? — is not achieved 
without vast amounts of effort 
and calculation. 

This is a lesson that many 
English roses find, for some 
reason, terribly hard to ab¬ 
sorb. Ravishingly pretty at 20, 
until the glossy looks that 
perfect good health and ex¬ 
treme youth bestow, they look 
glorious in anything and con¬ 
sequently fed no need to 
acquire the boring and rigor¬ 
ous self-discipline needed for 
real elegance later in life. 

But ifyou are a day over 25 
and you want to avoid a 
disaster, the first time you take 
that pretty, easy-to-wear little 
dress out for a stroll in the 
bright April sunshine, you 
had better subject yourself 
now to a programme of ruth¬ 
less firming and toning and 
depilation and body-buffing. 
Not to mention the purchase 
of some impossible-to-walk-in 
sandals and some very modest 
and very expensive underwear 
(since, no matter how ladylike 
your gestures, sooner or later, 
the treacherous wrap-front 
will expose it). 

Alternatively, you could just 
reach to die back of the 
wardrobe for last year’s por¬ 
ridge-coloured viscose... 


I , dress a new 
: slant for 
summer, with 


j ■ /.I 


$Attofentic look. 
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DIAMONDS ARE STILL A GIRL S BEST FRIEND 


THAILAND 


CELEBRATE 


THAI NEW YEAR AT 


A PALACE IN 


KNIGHTSBRIDGE 


IN 1932. Coco Chanel staged a Paris show devoted entirely to 
diamonds. The exhibition was worth £10 million, and never 
reached London because Customs demanded too big a deposit 
Today. 65 years later, an equally lavish collection goes on 
show as Chanel opens a fine jewellery boutique in London. 
There are diamond and pearl necklaces for a staggering 
£215,000, and the whole place drips with luxury. 

One might imagine that Chanel had been the undisputed 
queen of luxe. In fact herattitude was double edged. On the one 
hand, she acquired her own collection of precious jewellery 
through die loves of her life. Bui on the other, she could be 
quite dismissive of those who bought expensive pieces. 

“One might as well hang a cheque around one’s neck.” she 
said of some of the showier jewellery available in her day, and 
her tongue was firmly in her cheek when she remarked that the 
1932 collection consisted of diamonds because "being dense, 
they r ep re s en t the greatest value in the smallest volume". 

Today’s collection is divided into diamonds, pearls, coloured 
stones and “symbols", including the famous camellia. 
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Experience the exotic aromas and flavours of Thailand as 
Harrods celebrates Thai New Year with a festival of Thai cuisine. 
Try one of the many authentic delicacies such as Curry Fishcakes 
or Charcoal-grilled Prawns with Sweet Sauce from a wide range of 
ready made dishes available in the Food Halls; enjoy a traditional 
Thai buffet in the Georgian Restaurant prepared by our own 
Thai chef; or pick up a complimentary Thai recipe card and 
experiment at home with some tiger prawns and 
a handful of lemon grass. 
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Tastefully Thai' 9th - 26th April 1997 


Come into Simpson Piccadilly between 7th and 26th April and take 
advantage of our fabulous suit offer. 

With collections this Swing from international names such as Daks 
YSL Variation, Synonyme oe Georges Rech, Weekend by MaxMara, ' 
Paul Costelloe and Amanda Wakeley, Simpson has something 
TO SUIT EVERY OCCASION. 

Buy ANY combination of jacket with skirt or trousers from this 

SEASON'S EXCITING NEW RANGE AND 

RECEDE A FURTHER 2096 OFT ANY PURCHASE IN OUR LADIES DESIGNER SALE ROOM. 
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Hamds Limited, Knightsbridge, London SW1X 7XL. Telephone 0171-7301234. 
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There’s no 
excuse for 
not voting 

Apathy is no reason for first¬ 
time voters to stay at home 


I t is astonishing the 
amount of excitement 
and agitation generated 
by apathy at the moment: it 
ill anyone 


is all anyone wants to talk 
about aD anyone — finger 
up to the suspiciously still 
air — can detect Press 
commentators daim it as 
the biggest story, and in 
doing so make it the biggest 
story. Worse, an already 
reluctant electorate is being 
cajoUed into inattention, 
into a sneering, shoulder- 
shrugging negligence, sim¬ 
ply by being, obscurely, 
applauded for it 

When a politically 
charged columnist with 
such a taste for the demotic 
flourish as Richard 
Littlejohn advises people 
not to vote on May 1, 
something is truly up. 

Meanwhile, Bob Worces¬ 
ter, of MORI, is expecting 
the lowest turnout since the 
war and believes, having 
smashed birds on rocks and 
examined their entrails, that 
no more than 40 per cent of 
IS to 25-yearolds will bother 
casting a vote. I cant say I’m 
surprised by this. Who 
could be? 

Those who have a chance 
to vote for the first time have 
been making sure they let 
everybody know how bored 



Nigella Lawson 



they are by the Idea for quite 
some time. At the very start 
of the campaign, I read an 
interview with one such 
non-voter. He droned on 
about how none of the 
parlies had anything to say 
to him or his ilk, which is 
why he conldnt be bothered 
to vote for them — and then 
had the effrontery to moan 
setf-pifying/y about being 
"disenfranchised”. That 
about sums it up as far as 
I'm concerned. 

People tike this should be 
treated with contempt not 
listened with exaggerated 
shows of sympathy and 
interest Look here, dim bo, I 
want to say: by refusing to 
vote you are disenfranchis¬ 
ing yourself. It’s your fault 
The only consolation is that 
if people really are that 
stupid, then one should be 
grateful they aren’t voting. 
By staying away from the 
polls, perhaps they are do¬ 
ing us all a favour. God 
knows. J don’t want to have 
to pay politically for the 
half-baked, crass non-views 
of such idiots. 

Nevertheless, I am pre¬ 
pared to accept that that is 
what democracy entails. But 
still it’s enough to turn me 
— for all my democratic 
beliefs — into a totalitarian 
despot. 1 can’t help feeling 
that those who consider that 
by casting a vote they sully 
themselves are guilty of 
Crimes against Democracy. 

People are divided as to 
what or who is to blame for 
such lack of political inter¬ 
est For some it is the Tories, 
who have alienated whole 
tranches of society «rth 
their policies and wilfully 
exclusive focus, for others it 
is an opportunistic Labour 
Party, which by its yote- 
sniffing activities implicitly 
laughs in the face of real 
political commitment. 

Both arguments contain 


some truth. Added to which. 
post-Thatcher Tory admin¬ 
istrations have been keen to 
depict Conservatism as 
being above politics, while 
only Labour is pushing an 
agenda. Now. they've derid¬ 
ed that there’s no agenda, 
only an eye on the main 
chance, but it's a bit late to 
undo the damage. The idea 
that it is better to be unpoliti¬ 
cal (itself an idea which, to 
be fair, has long found 
favour with the British), or 
that in eschewing displays 
of ideological commitment 
one is showing political 
maturity, is hard now to 
unseat 

But while some people 
hate the Right and others 
hate the Left, everyone hates 
the press: and that’s where 
the blame is, self-destruc- 
tively, sited by a number of 
commentators. To daim 
that the electorate is being 
turned off by the narrow, 
copy-led focus of the media 
campaign is to avoid the 
real issue. I am fed up with 
people trying to find rea¬ 
sons why people don’t want 
to vote, as if there could be 
any excuse for it 
Yes, it is interesting to 
have explanation and yes, 
the unexamined life is not 
worth living, but in our 
haste to understand we are 
far too quick to forgive. The 
reasons people themselves 
give for not intending to 
vote are just as spurious. It 
is quite ridiculous for people 
to say that whether they vote 
or not or who they’d vote 
for if they deigned to vote, 
wouldn’t have any impact 
on their life. Of course it 
would. It may be that there 
is no one for whom one 
would ideally like to vote, 
but that’s not quite the same 
thing. Democracy, anyway, 
is about compromise. 

Perhaps we should for¬ 
give that apathetic army of 
lB-yearolds who seem to 
think that the only things in 
which It is worth evincing 
any interest are aerosols 
and animal rights, but I find 
. it hard to do so. If they don't 
tike the agenda of any 
political party, they are free 
to try to change iL And if 
they applied themselves for 
more than a second or two, 
it might dawn on them that 
a party’s line on selective 
education might have more 
impact on their life than 
whatever it might spout 
about bunny rabbits in labs. 
On the one hand, 1 am 
relieved that dreary, self- 
congratulatory, student- 
style activism has had its 
day, but on the other I worry 
about the narcissistic nar¬ 
row-minded indolence of 
vast numbers of people by 
no means all of them under 
20. who are no longer pre¬ 
pared to act or think about 
anything apart from which 
pair of trainers to buy. or 
what to watch on television. 

D on't these people 
realise it is a luxury 
to be too bored to 
vote? I understand that vast 
tracts of society feel alienat¬ 
ed by the political parties. 
But activity, not inactivity, is 
the answer. I don't say this 
lightly: depression, whether 
it’s on a personal or more 
general level, can be para¬ 
lysing. But we do ai( have a 
duty to try to create the sort 
of society we believe should 
exist — or why bother to do 
anything? 

And it’s no good moaning 
about which ever party gets 
in later and claiming that 
it’s not your fault as you 
didn't vote for them: it will 
be your fault, absolutely 
your fault. 

1 don’t believe that it 
should be mandatory to 
vote, as it is. say. in Austra¬ 
lia, but I do fervently believe 
that there exists a moral 
obligation so to do. It is a 
weakness, a real ethical 
failure, not to grasp and act 
on that But to boast about it 
on top of everything: that’s 
despicable. 


When pressure kills 



In the early years of their marriage, Barbara Hirst says her husband Terry was dynamic hut his punishing work schedule as a GP caused depression, which led to suicide 


D espite the current 
fashion for talking 
of portfolio ca¬ 
reen:. with down¬ 
shifting as the sensible 
person's ultimate aim. the 
pressure on those who have to 
work has never been greater. 
Downsizing and redundancy 
are spectres in everyone's 
lives, and for men in particu¬ 
lar it seems that the pressure 
has never been greater. 

Two recent studies by the 
Institute of Personnel and 
Development show that men 
suffer more stress than women 
at work, and a third study 
shows that the highest rate is 
among men aged 45 to 64. 

Tonight, a BBC document¬ 
ary* examines the cases of four 
men who could not take any 
more. The most tragic is that 
of Dr Terence Hirsr, who had 
run a successful GP practice 
for 23 years. His wife Barbara 


More and more men are suffering from work-related stress — 
sometimes with tragic consequences, says Grace Bradberry 



Desperate: Mr Hirst 

— whom he married in 1970 — 
recalls how, in the early years 
of their marriage, a friend 
remarked that he was so 
dynamic thai he could “set ihe 
Thames on fire". He was also 
a perfectionist. 

But when fundholdina was 
introduced in 1990. Dr Hirst 
felt compelled to take his 
practice into the new system, 
fearing that other practices 
would have the competitive 
edge if he waited. 

“It was an insidious thing," 
says Mrs Hirst- "A year after 
the contract was Implemented 
he was still basically happy, 
but there was a gradual ero¬ 
sion of self-esteem, self-worth. 
The demands were enormous. 

“The workload was just 
astronomical and he was fed 
up with the volume of bureau¬ 
cracy attached to rhe job. He 
was 50. He wanted to ease up a 
bit and instead of that he was 
actually doing more. He 
worked harder than he had 
when he first qualified. 

“His health began to deteri¬ 
orate from the summer of 1992 
when we went away and he 
began to have physical mani¬ 
festations of depressive ill¬ 
ness." 

In the evenings he would sit 
staring into the fire and fret 
about mistakes he thought he 


had made. In May 1994. Mrs 
Hirst persuaded her husband 
to visit his GP. He was 
surprised when he was diag¬ 
nosed as suffering from de¬ 
pression. His wife tried to 
persuade him to stay off work 
and rest. "Bur he said. T don't 
know if I like you talking to me 
as though I should be a 
patient’. It was as though ) 
were querying his professional 
acumen. But he was dreadful¬ 
ly ill." 

Four days after he had 
begun taking medication, he 
left home at about 2-30pm. His 
wife thought he was going to 
the hospital, where one of his 
patients had been admitted. 
Nevertheless, she had a chill¬ 
ing sense of impending 
disaster. 

"There was a dreadful fore¬ 
boding. 1 didn't know what to 
do. One is Riled with rescue 
fantasies. I should have 
rushed out after him and 
pulled the car keys away.. .** 

Instead of going to the 
hospital. Dr Hirst had gone to 
the house of a gamekeeper 
who had been a patient. He 
said he was thinking of taking 
up shooting and asked to fry 
out a gun. Not realising the 
doctor was depressed, the 
gamekeeper loaded two car¬ 
tridges and allowed Dr Hirst 
to fire one into the air. Appar¬ 
ently satisfied. Dr Hirsr fol¬ 
lowed the gamekeeper back 
into the house — but insisted 
on keeping the gun. As the 
gamekeeper walked upstairs, 
Dr Hirst went into the kitchen 
and shot himself. 

Thai afternoon. Mrs Hirsr 
made a series of increasingly 
desperate phone calls. She 
tried the hospital, then her 
husband's surgery, knowing 
he had appointments sched¬ 
uled from 4.30pm. After sev¬ 
eral calls, the receptionist 
passed her to the practice 
manager. Mrs Hirsr was told 
there had been “an aeddent". 


that drove her husband to kill 
himself. "Ihe week he died 
he'd worked 104 hours. It was 
punishing and awful at that 
age. The thing about depres¬ 
sion is that you're expected to 
carry on working.” 

One of the saddest aspects is 
that Dr Hirst, who was 50 
when he died, could have 
afforded to retire. “We’d talked 
all that through and he want¬ 
ed very, very much to work 
part-time. Nothing really was 
stopping him. We were going 
to sell the house and he would 
step down from this rigorous, 
punishing lifestyle." 

But his depressive illness 
rook a grip before that was 
possible. 

In Dr Hirst's case, his job 


clearly was highly stressful. 
But Alison Willox had no idea 
that her husband Ray was 
under great pressure as an 
executive officer with the De¬ 
partment of Social Security in 
Newcastle. “It used to be a joke 
in this house, ‘How many 
pencils did you sharpen to¬ 
day? 1 ,” she recalls. 

But a promotion and 
changes in the wages structure 
meant that Mr Willox found 
himself carrying out staff as¬ 
sessments. “He found them 
very difficult because how he 
judged people would then be 
reflected in their salaries," 
says Mrs Willox. 

She realised her husband 
was becoming desperate when 
she discovered him in the 


kitchen holding a knife and 
asking how many fingers he 
would need to cut off never to 
have to return to work. 


o 


n May 2 1995. she 
returned home 
from her job as a 
shop assistant to 
find that her husband was not 
there. Assuming that he warn¬ 
ed some time alone, she waited 
before reporting him missing. 
When she did, the police 
showed a picture of Mr Willox 
to someone who had wit¬ 
nessed a man leap from a 
bridge. The witness thought it 
was Mr Willox. and it was not 
until three weeks later that rhe 
tide washed up the body, 
revealing ft to be someone else. 


Mrs Willox is still waiting for 
her husband, who would now 
be 5S. to come home. “I think 
we lost him in those three 
weeks. I rliink he was waiting 
to see his picture on the 
television or the paper, for us 
to say 'come home, alt is 
forgiven’." She now believes 
he "will never return, despite 
repeated publicity drives. 

“When 1 watch holiday pro¬ 
grammes on the television I’m 
looking to see if he’s part of the 
crowd." she says. 

Although it was a second 
marriage for both of them, 
Mrs Willox remembers the 
man she married 20 years ago 
as “very outgoing and sociable 
... he made me feel I was 16 
. instead of -to. 

i blame his work for what 
happened." 

• Brainstorm, in the Modem 
Times series, will be shown to¬ 
night. at 9pm on BBCJ 


S 


oon the house was full 
of policemen and doc¬ 
tors' wives. Her moth¬ 
er also came over. A 
young policeman, eyes red 
with distress, had to break the 
news to her formally. The 
worst moment came when the 
Hirsrs’ 15-year-old son 
Edward called to say he was 
on his way home from school. 

“My voice must have been 
shaking, because he said, 
‘What has happened? 1 1 said, 
‘Nothing, nothing’. When he 
got here, well ihat’s the bit that 
really creases me now. His 
little face came in and there 
was just a sea of faces." Their 
daughter, now 24, was away at 
college. 

Mrs Hirst has no doubt that 
it was the pressure of work 
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Five years ago today, John Major 



& 

T he campaign had been long 
and hard. The polls were 
dear. The chattering classes 
and the press were full of anticipa¬ 
tion. It was “time for a change”. But 
it wasn't Five years ago today, the 
Government was re-elected while 
in the middle of an economic 
trough. Since then it hasn't all been 
plain sailing. But stand back from 
the myths and look at the record. 

The recession forced us into some 
difficult decisions. Taxes and Inter¬ 
est rates rose as we chose long-term 

economic well-being over short 
term popularity. Now those deci¬ 
sions have brought their reward. 
Personal taxes are coming down. 
We have made Britain one of the 
lowest taxed economies in Europe. 
The Government’s overall tax take 
is well below that of France, 
Germany and Italy. 

Unemployment is falling fast 
Since 1992. two jobs have been 
created every minute of every 
working day. Jobless levels in 
Britain are 900,000 lower than they 
were at our re-election, whereas 
across the Channel unemployment 
— particularly youth unemploy¬ 
ment — is rising steadily. 

Inflation is now on track for our 
target of Z5 per cent It was above 9 
per cent when I became Prime 
Minister. Now Britain is enjoying 
the longest period of low inflation 
since I was old enough to vote. 

Our industry is competitive and 
trade is soaring. This country is 
easily the favourite Location for 
inward investment info Europe. 


My personal manifesto 


We attrati a third of inward 
investment into the EU. The result 
is growth that puts us well on the 
way to our own long-term goal: a 
doubling of living standards by the 
year 2020. 

We have not been afraid to take 
tough decisions over the past five 
years. Rail privatisation was 
scarcely a popular move, but now it 
is bringing benefits to commuters 
up and down the country. 

We have curbed the growth of 
public spending by concentrating 
on priorities, not bureaucracy and 
overmanning. Year cm year, the 
Government has still found addi¬ 
tional resources far the things that 
matter: schools, hospitals, the 
police. Labour claims that we are 
denying resources to essential ser¬ 
vices, but let us not forget that even 
allowing for inflation we are spend¬ 
ing 75 per cent more an hospitals, 
50 per cent more on schools and 100 
per cent more on police titan the 
last Labour Government Now. as 
prosperity grows, I want us to build 
an our reforms to deliver even 
better public services. 

Any party that has beat in 
government for some years will be 
told it is “lime for a change”. They 
said h in 1992. They are saying it 
now. It may be true if the govern¬ 
ment has atrophied: if it has failed 


to come up with new ideas: if it 
seeks to hold office without innovat¬ 
ing and reforming. 

The Conservative Government 
has changed Britain, but it still has 
much to do. I want to take the bene¬ 
fits of Conservatism into every cor¬ 
ner of this country. The sale of 
council houses and shares, the in¬ 
troduction of tax-free savings 
through Tessas and PEPs were not 
just isolated initiatives. They were, 
and are, key components of a syste¬ 
matic plan to turn “have nets' 1 into 
“haves” and to share the wealth of 
Britain far more effectively than 
Labour’s alternative of hand-outs 
and short-term subsidies. 

Our plans for the welfare state 
will bolster soda! security with 
personal security. Our new basic 
pension for {he next generation 
will not be a paper promise from 
the state, dependent on rising tax. 
but a real fond belonging to each 
individual. It will help young 
people entering the workforce to 
build up independence and self- 
reliance. 

Our determination to achieve a 
20p basic tax rate within the life of 
the next Parliament will help all 
hard-working individuals and fam¬ 
ilies to pay their own way. And our 
proposal for transferable tax allow¬ 
ances will help two million families 



bring up children, or care for 
elderly dependants, with more 
money to pay the bills when a wife 
— or husband — stays at home to 
look after them. 

And alongside personal security, 
we must continue to invest in our 
modernised health service, and in 
wider educational opportunities. 
Good education will provide the 
rungs for the ladder which make 
“haves" of “have nets”. Over the 
past five years we have driven 
through changes to raise standards 


in every school: tests, tables, inde¬ 
pendent inspection, better teacher 
training. Labour opposed them all. 

We can now provide pa rents with 
a hard-edged guarantee of stan¬ 
dards in schools — taking over 
from Labour councils where they 
stand in the way. 

Labour is not a party that cares 
about equality and opportunity in 
any but a theoretical sense. As 
Labour's leaders drive their own 
children miles to grant-maintained 
schools, do they spare a thought for 
the appalling standards in the local 
schools run by Labour councils? It 
is not a lack of funding that has led 
to Islington's record. Islington 
spends far more on education than 
the average local authority. It is 
hypocrisy and indifference, the 
characteristics of the Labour Party 
in power — whatever its fine words 
in opposition. 

In some respects, it is still time 
for change. We are that change. 
Over the 1980s and 1990s, the vast 
majority of Britons have enjoyed a 
greater leap in living standards 
than virtually any other people 
have ever experienced. Choice and 
opportunity are turning Britain 
into the best place in the world in 
which to live. 

If you drive from one side of 
London to the other, you can tune 


in to 27 radio stations. Soon you 
will be able to receive 200 television 
channels. You can sip cappuccino 
in a pavement cafe or drink a pint 
of bitter in the pub on Sunday 
afternoon. You can go to the shops 
when it suits you and your family, 
and not just when the government 
decrees. You can buy sushi and 
exotic fruit at your local supermar¬ 
ket You can eat out at cosmopoli¬ 
tan restaurants in villages that once 
lacked a fish-and-chip shop. 

The key measures of education, 
health, work and personal wealth 
all show huge advances. The facts 
are dry statistics, but they mark 
real improvements in the quality of 
everyday life. There are four mil¬ 
lion more homeowners today than 
there were in 1979, of whom 1-5 
million are former council tenants 
given the right to buy. One in three 
young people now goes to univer¬ 
sity, compared with one in eight in 
1979. Hospital waiting-lists are well 
down, and lifeexpectancy is up 
from 70 to 74 for men and from 76 
to nearly 80 for women. 

Crime is down for the fourth suc¬ 
cessive year. It is now 10 per cent 
below 1992 levels — more than half 
a million fewer cases — the biggest 
drop since records were first kept 
And since we were last told that 
this Government was about to lose 


an election, the average family has 
gained £1,100 more spending 
money a year after tax and 
inflation. 

Eighteen years is nearly a Ufa- 
time in politics. Perhaps time to en¬ 
gender a mild curiosity: what 
would the other lot be like? But ask 
yourself these questions: are you 
better off than you were five years 
ago? And is the country better off 
too? The Labour Party has opposed 
every major change this Govern¬ 
ment has brought about How then 
can the Labour Party ask people to 
trust it to carry these reforms 
forward? If Mr Blair has had a 
conversion, then, as Margaret 
Thatcher has said, it is a “conver¬ 
sion of convenience". And conver¬ 
sions of convenience do not last. 

Indeed, just this week we’ve seen 
how quickly Labour policy can 
change when the questions get 
tough. In less than a week their 
Manifesto has unravelled on issue 
after issue — on Scottish devclu- 
tion, on privatisation, on Europe, 
on terrorism, on trade unions. If 
they can change their ground so 
fast on issues like these, how can 
they expect anything in their Mani¬ 
festo to be taken on trust? 

I joined the Conservative Party 
because it offered people like me 
hope, opportunity and independ¬ 
ence. Ft showed faith and trust in 
people. Today the Conservative 
party deserves re-election not only 
for what it has achieved in the past 
five years, but for the long-term 
.ambitions it still has for Britain. 


So will local 


government ruin 
Blair as well? 

In his electoral eagerness to avoid charges of fiscal 
perjury, the Labour leader has scuppered devolution 


T ony Blair is in metronome 
mode. His face, his hands, 
his whole body seem to be 
ticking off the days, the 
hours, the minutes, the seconds. 
The job is supposed to be in the bag, 
yet the candidate must go through 
ten interviwrs every day. Say any¬ 
thing, he is told, agree anything, 
just strike another day from the 
calendar. 

I sense that Mr Blair’s brain is 
starting to numb. He seems tohave 
broken loose from his mooring and 
wandered to unknown lands. The 
British political psyche expects any 
party railed Labour to be about 
unions, taxing the rich, helping the 
poor and loving the public sector. 
This distinguishes Labour from 
Tory. It helps us tell blue wires 
from brown, so we do not electro¬ 
cute ourselves or blow the fuses on 
election day. 

The wires in this ejection cam¬ 
paign are all over the place. Lab¬ 
our's latest volte face, on privatisa¬ 
tion, like those on the unions and 
tax, leaves “new Labour" unde¬ 
fined. This movement, launched 
single-handed by Mr Blair three 
years ago, lades history, roots and 
ideology. To have lost one policy 
might be considered a misfortune, 
to have lost them all looks deliber¬ 
ate. Is this Mr Blair real, we won¬ 
der. When old Labour vanished in 
a puff, did some alien power beam 
down a cohort of dark-suited 
clones, believing nothing and 
trained to speak only abstract 
nouns? 

So far new Labour has enjoyed 
the protective shield of a Star Wars 
invader. The Tories, admittedly 
inept beyond credence, have shot 
peas at Mr Blair for six months. 
Last Friday, however, a chink in the 
shield appeared. The place was 
Scotland and the topic was our old 
friend, taxes. 


“Fiscal perjury" is now consid¬ 
ered permissible by democratic pol- 
itirians the world over. “Watch my 
lips: no more taxes” has been a lie 
since it was coined by George Bush 
in 1988. The lie is a white one. The 
public likes to hear it, even know¬ 
ing it to be untrue. Somehow the lie 
respects ritual and can be con¬ 
cealed with sophistries. The money 
will come from privatisation, or 
“greater efficiency''. or that hoary 
favourite, “faster growth resulting 
from our policies”. Since higher 
taxes now fall mainly on the poor, 
fiscal perjury is a conspiracy be- 

Simon 

Jenkins 

tween the ruling classes and the 
middling rich. 

In Scotland, Mr Blair was caught 
out He was asked whether his 
plans for devolution did not mean 
the possibility of higher taxes after 
all. What about the “tartan tax”, not 
to mention the “London tax” and 
the Tafly tax"? Mr Blair had an 
obvious ler-out. He could simply 
declare his passion for devolution 
and say that local taxes were a 
matter for local electors. As he did 
say. rax-raising powers were, after 
all, enjoyed by parishes in England 
— though he was roundly misquot¬ 
ed by fools with no appreciation of 
the paradox he was citing. 

He did not exploit this let-out. 
Instead, he qualified his belief in 
devolution and added that Labour 
would oppose higher local taxes 
alongside higher national ones. He 


thus neglected what must surely be 
the leitmotif of his public spending 
strategy: tight central taxes relieved 
by rising local ones, the latter valid¬ 
ated by Labour’s belief in constitu¬ 
tional devolution. Hus is the one 
plausible, distinctive feature sur¬ 
viving of Labour's programme. 

The central weakness of the Tory 
campaign is the growth in the tax 
burden since 1992. The principal 
reason for tius is never discussed, 
because it is complicated and bor¬ 
ing. Ever since Margaret Thatcher 
introduced die poll tax in 1990, 
Cabinets have felt obliged to give 
huge sums to local councils to com¬ 
pensate for the shambles they made 
of local government in the 1980s. 

In the two poll tax years of 1990 
and 1991, Chancellors John Major 
and Norman Lamont had to hurl 
£4 billion at local councils to hold 
down poll tax bills, with a further 
£1.5 billion in central costs. Mr La¬ 
mont had to find E4.5 billion in the 
election year of 1992 for the same 
purpose, raising VAT to 17.5 per 
cent to pay for it Tony Travers and 
the LSE team have estimated that 
perhaps E20 billion was blown on 
the poll tax fiasco in just three 
years. These were huge sums. 

What is not appreciated is that the 
fiasco has continued ever since. The 
Lamont election bribe was never re¬ 
claimed when council tax was intro¬ 
duced. lest that too should be un¬ 
popular. Britain saw a structural 
shift from local taxes to central ones. 
When Mr Major look office, local 
taxes contributed £12-2 billion a year 
towards the total tax bill This figure 
is now just E10.4 billion, a drop of 
some £6 billion in real terms. Had 
they risen in parallel with other 
taxes, today’s figure would probably 
be nearer £18 billion. Mr Major has 
cut local taxes by a third nationwide, 
balanced by a doubling of central 
grants to local councils. These sums 
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SO THE CHURCH SAYS WE DON'T CARE ABOUT JOBS- ..?* 


dwarf such publicised items as 
emergency hospital beds or 
spouses’ allowances or prison 
buildings. 

A combination of fear and con¬ 
tempt for local government has 
thus prevented the Tories from en¬ 
tering this election with a basic rate 
of income tax of 20p or below. This 
is the prize they have denied them¬ 
selves. This local tax-cutting profli¬ 
gacy has not brought the Tories an 
electoral return,- whatever their 
hopes at the time. It has merely 
given the Cabinet and Treasury the 
buzz of wider control. Central taxes 
have had to rise to compensate. No¬ 
body has cheered plummeting local 
taxes. The reward has been zero. 

This may be history, but it is im¬ 
portant history. For here lies a 
crock of gold for Mr Blair. Mr 
Major does not believe in returning 
fiscal accountability to local people. 
He believes that anyone else having 
tax-raising powers would “break 
up the Union" — though the Union 
survived Mr Major's tax-raising 
power when he was a Lambeth 


councillor. Mr Blair claims other¬ 
wise. He is committed to reversing 
the constitutional centralism of the 
Major years. He is on record as op¬ 
posing rate-capping, seeks a Lon¬ 
don mayor and believes that a Scot¬ 
tish parliament should be able to 
levy taxes. 

This return to the status quo ante 
Thatcher is no great radicalism. 
Mr Blair's devolution ought in 
theory to keep the Treasury’s cent¬ 
ral budget under control but let 
local councils or assemblies choose 
to spend more on schools, clinics, 
roads, playgroups and public 
transport To pay for these im¬ 
provements, those bodies would 
have to account for the rates to their 
local electorates, as in most democ¬ 
racies in Europe and America. 
Central government need only 
make sure that the accountability 
“bites". Higher local taxes would be 
painful, but not so painful as 
higher central ones. With more 
councils turning Tory under a Lab¬ 
our government, Mr Blair would 
benefit in every way. rising council 


taxes could be blamed on local Con¬ 
servatives. while he could hold his 
hands in the air and plead devolu¬ 
tion. No more central taxes: no 
more central control. Read my lips. 

In other words. Mr Blair has an 
easy escape from fiscal perjury, and 
one that happily conforms to his 
constitutional beliefs. Yet he is 
wobbling. He has already backed 
away from allowing a Scottish parl¬ 
iament to form its own view on tax¬ 
ation, demanding a spurious fur¬ 
ther referendum. He has not prom¬ 
ised taxing powers to a Welsh or a 
London assembly, despite the im¬ 
portance of investment in the Tube 
to the role of the latter. More 
serious, Labour has backed down 
over ratecapping. Its manifesto 
reference is mendacious, promising 
to end “unnecessary” capping but 
to “retain reserve powers to control 
excessive council tax rises". This is 
precisely what capping is. The 
essence of local accountability is 
not to hold reserve powers in 
Whitehall. The essence is to make 
the pips squeak at the local ballot. 


That was ta have been the virtue of 
the poll tax — the sole one. 

1 sense that Mr Blair is so keen to 
avoid the charge of fiscal perjury 
that he will commit constitutional 
perjury instead. He is so desperate 
not to countenance any tax rises, 
even local ones, that he will keep in 
place the Tory centralist apparatus 
he has pledged to dismantle. He 
wants this in place to keep down 
spending and to keep restive local 
Labour councils in check. Which 
leads me to wonder what kind of 
Labour this man represents. 

The irony is that, as the Tory 
experience shows, centralising tax¬ 
es does not reduce them. The more 
distant the taxer from the taxed, the 
faster taxes rend to rise. This means 
that by refusing to allow local tax 
discretion, Mr Blair will risk not 
one perjury but two. Local govern¬ 
ment did for Margaret Thatcher by 
seducing her into the community 
charge catastrophe. It has done for 
Mr Major by forcing him to put up 
central taxes. Who knows what 
horrors it has in store for Mr Blair? 


Balti ho! 


MONDAY night saw the Prime 
Minister and his team in relaxed 
form, snapping the poppadoms in 
a Birmingham curry house. After 
coming down from the Grand 
National by helicopter, the PM and 
his entourage piled in to JJay's. a 
balti house in Unit 213 of Edg- 
baston Shopping Centre. It is the 
fourth time John Major has been to 

the restaurant in the past year. 

Having arrived with his wife, his 
PPS. John Ward, and a couple of 
bodyguards, he ordered spicy pop¬ 
padoms, chicken madras — a 
change from his usual lamb curries 
— and iced Indian lager to drink. 

“We were starving," said one of 
the campaign team, "we’d only had 
a packed lunch and some superior 
homemade biscuits at teatime. By 
nine o'clock when we arrived 
everybody was ready for a curry." 
Also in ffie restaurant, by chance, 
were the BBC'S Call My Bluff 
production team, who were summ¬ 
oned for a chinwag over the bhajis. 

The Prime Minister and curries 
go back a while. His favourite Ind¬ 
ian in London has always been 
Gandhi’s in Kennington, near the 
Oval cricket ground. On his tours 
of the country, after a long day's 
business, he is known to stand up 


dap his hands and say “Curry!" — 
whereupon his bodyguards accept 
that the PM and his team march 
chutneywards. 

Sadly in retreat is the John 
Major Lamb Curry dub, founded 
a couple of years ago to celebrate 
Major’s asbestos mouth. According 
to Sir Rhodes Boysoru a founder 
member, "it was one of those things 
that came and went”. Unlike the 
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PM’s own liking for tongue burn¬ 
ers. Yesterday he was back at the 
cuny tray for lunch with Asian 
businessmen at Edgbaston cricket 
ground. 


Hawn billing 

DISPLAYING an enthusiasm for 
Middle Eastern histoiy that she 
had hitherto kept to herself. Goldie 
Hawn was the star turn at the 
launch in London of From the Holy 
Mountain, by the travel writer Wil¬ 
liam Dalrymple, 

Pressed on her knowledge of the 
Byzantine period, the subject of the 
book. Goldie tossed her famous 
locks and giggled girlishly: “Oh 
yes, it’s fun." Inspiration for 
her newfound interest in the area 
would have come from the man on 
whose arm she rested for the eve¬ 
ning: Charles Glass, the 


smoulderingly handsome journal¬ 
ist who accompanied her to a Ken¬ 
sington restaurant after the event 


Kohl scuttle 

OVER AT the far-right Tory Mon¬ 
day dub, they have been cracking 
heads to come up with an election 
advertising campaign. Maurice 
Saatchi’s role has been taken by 



Goldie: shimmering 


their president Viscount Masse- 
reene and Ferrard — foil name 
John David Clotworthy Whyte- 
Melville Foster Skeffington. 
“Skeffers” for short 

Among the ideas put forward by 
The anti-European mob was a pic¬ 
ture of Chancellor Kohl'S bottom, 
with the words “Kiss arse or kick 
arse", to represent the choice re¬ 
spectively between Labour and 
Conservative. “I thought it would 
have looked pretty good." says 
Skeffington, whose own suggestion 
was to depict Kohl in a coal-scuttle 
helmet — “but you've got to main¬ 
tain some dignity! suppose." The 
final choice is a simple dose-up of 
Kohl's face with the line "Do you 
want to make this man’s day? If so, 
vote Labour". 

"It may not do much good." says 
Skeffers, "but it makes us laugh.” 


Last hippies 

ALLEN GINSBERG’S friends 
gave tiie laTe beatnik and conven¬ 
tion-basher — who died last week 
aged 70 — the sort of funeral he 
would have loved. 

Some 250 ageing fans assembled 
at New York's Shambhaia Medita¬ 
tion Centre, shed their shoes, and, 
with the occasional creak, tucked 
their legs into the lotus position for 
a lengthy ceremony, half of it in Ti¬ 
betan. An altar was bedecked in 



included Lou Reed, ft 
Kurt Vonnegut and Lav 
son. "No eyes, no sense 
they cried. 

The coffin was drap 
white silk flag, and the a 
"sent and received” — j 
parently, for exhaling 
"sending our compassi 
person who has died 
breathe in to swallow at 
person may be experiem 
out of the body for the I 


As one ex-hippie put it. 

•' Executive decisions are flying 
thick and fast from the office of 
Tory Party chairman Brian Ma- 
wninney. His latest memo concerns 
breakfasts taken by staff at Central 
Office: cereals such as Rice Kris- 
pies. Sugar Puffs and nut-crunch- 
muesli are acceptable; the full 
English, however, should be dis- ■ 
couraged. Fitness during the elec¬ 
tion campaign Is paramount — 
staff are being encouraged to take 
mamm pills. 
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motes and beams 

The Church has proved a better witness than advocate 


* 


Wh 5 re moral questions have 
. n oflen directed to how Cbnser- 
empio >' ed in tteir spare time 
can be provided 
wth better use of their time, the intervention 
of the Joint Council of Churches is a 
welcome invitation to serious thought 
Although the economy is growing and new 
jobs are created daily, unemployment in 
Britain is still unacceptably high. Politicians 
are competing for the votes of a fickle 
aspirant minority of floating voters in 
constituencies distant, physically and emo¬ 
tionally, from poverty. The Church has a 
duty to bear uncomfortable witness to the 
scale of want at a time of national self- 
examination. Historic precedent, a sense of 
mission and the presence of the clergy in 
urban areas from which other professionals 
have fled should all equip the Church to 
speak the truth to power. It is all the more a 
pity that yesterday’s report from the Joint 
Council, unemployment and the Future of 
Work, should undermine its own authority 
with policy prescriptions neither economi¬ 
cally wise nor ethically courageous. 

The Church has a proud tradition of social 
engagement in the face of complacency from 
middle Britain. From Wesley to Temple 
there was a commitment to the poor but, 
more than that, a recognition that it was by 
the prompting of conscience, not coercion, 
that virtue and justice would flourish. That 
tradition has not, however, in recent years 
been properly nurtured. 

The 1984 Church of England report Faith 
in the City tried to draw attention to some of 
the strains on the nation’s cohesion that 
Margaret Thatcher’s modernisation of 
Britain brought. It was however a work 
which owed more to the sociology lecture 
theatre than the Methodist chapel. Un¬ 
employment and the Future of Work is a 
more thoughtful contribution to the debate 
but it still labours under the weight of 


accumulated misconceptions about the 
capacity of the State to build Jerusalem. 

The report’s recommendations are for the 
most part either idle, or actively counter¬ 
productive. The proposed introduction of a 
statutory minimum wage would mean 
higher unemployment as firms shed more 
expensive labour in order to remain compet¬ 
itive. Flans to increase tax to create more 
jobs in the public sector are Pyongyang 
politics and Albanian economics, increasing 
taxation is not an exercise in virtue, but 
compulsion. Taking wealth away from the 
productive part of the economy would make 
its expansion less likely. That would inhibit 
the growth on which decent public services 
and a satisfactory welfare state rely. 

The Churchmen who would be Chan¬ 
cellor are also guilty of pointing to the mote 
in the politician's eye while ignoring the 
beam in their .own. Scholars from Charles 
Murray to Gertrude Himmelfarb and the 
ethical socialist • Norman Dennis have 
drawn compelling links between the growth 
in poverty and a generation's flight from 
ethical responsibility. The best route out of 
dependency is through hard work, thrift, 
and family stability. State action far from 
supporting these qualities, has been a 
solvent of virtue with the tax and benefits 
system insulating individuals from the 
consequences of foolish choices. 

Rather than asking the State to act, the 
Church should be looking to scripture and 
tradition for the moral lessons which 
individuals should follow. It should advance 
not only precepts for the poor, but exhorta¬ 
tions to genuine philanthropy from others. 
That spirit is best expressed, however, 
through voluntary action rather than at the 
bidding of leviathan. The Church is right to 
argue a society as sophisticated as ours 
should not tolerate want on the current scale 
but it should have more faith in its faith as 
the answer. 


CLOSED FOR BUSINESS 

ii 

Much politics but little government in Washington DC 


Spring has come to the American capital but 
its process of government is in deep 
hibernation. Six months after his re-election 
Bill Clinton holds power without a pro¬ 
gramme. Newt Gingrich, Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, has all but 
disappeared from public view. The various 
Democratic Party fundraising scandals 
have produced political paralysis. Every 
potential appointee risks intense scrutinity 
of his or her role in the 1996 contest Dozens 
of key assignments at home and abroad 
remain unfilled as a consequence. The White 
House spends most weeks fending off fresh 
allegations of financial malpractice while 
filling its time with foreign visitors. 

Congress returned on Monday after 
raking a two-week break for Easter. It has 
, barely been in session during 1997. This is 
fs hardly accidental. Newt Gingrich, who 
acknowledged serious ethics violations of his 
own and accepted a $300,000 fine rather 
than risk outright censure, has struggled to 
survive as Speaker. His approval rating 
rarely exceeds 25 per cent Keeping Congress 
out of town and out of trouble is central to 
his comeback strategy. He, too, has em¬ 
braced international affairs — in this case 
berating the Chinese leadership in Beijing— 
as part of his salvation. The sheer vigour 
represented by the Contract with America 
two years ago has vanished almost entirely. 

Government may have ground to a hall 
but politics is ceaseless. With 34 months left 
until the next primary season starts, the 
main contenders are already in position. 
Vice-President Albert Gore and House 
Minority leader Richard Gephardt, the chief 
rivals for the Democratic party nomination, 
have each graced Iowa and New Hamp¬ 
shire. At least a dozen Republicans have 
made their initial moves. Lamar Alexander. 

. the former Governor of Tennessee who 
visited Iowa on 80 occasions in his last 


campaign, has been back six times. The 
mutual exhaustion in Washington affects 
both parties but has different sources. 

Mr Clinton asked for a second term bur 
never offered an ambitious agenda. His 
spin-doctors sought to discover what citizens 
thought and then repeated it back to them. 
Mr Gingrich, on rhe other hand, suffered j 
from an excess of agenda. He tried to re- ? 
write most of 20th-century American history 
in 100 days and overreached himself in the 
effort Republicans cannot agree upon their 
objectives lef alone how they might push 
their plans past the President In the absence 
of a coherent choice they have concentrated 
on die difficulties affecting Mr Clinton. 

There is a wider problem that affects all 
sides and one that appears to leave them 
clueless. A broadly benign economy and the 
absence of an external enemy seem to have 
sucked the lifeblood out of politics. Liberals 
and conservatives alike cannot persuade the 
electorate to accept bold experimentation. 
Mr Clinton’s drive for comprehensive health 
care reform lost all impetus once the country 
emerged from recession. The Contract with 
America ran out of steam because Congress 
could not generate the sense of crisis 
necessary to render it essential. The Demo¬ 
crats now possess no collective ideological 
identity whatsoever. The Republicans still 
have one but no clear idea how to advance it. 

This drift speaks volumes about a super¬ 
power without a mission and statesmen 
without a mandate. But there are warnings 
here that go well beyond Washington. Tony 
Blair has adapied the idea of a coniraci from 
Mr Gingrich and adopted much of its cont¬ 
ent from Mr Clinton. He may well benefit 
from that formula at the ballot box. The 
American example, though, does not cur¬ 
rently suggest that a combination of mag¬ 
isterial method and modest means alone wfl] 
seem quite so compelling six months later. 


TINDERBOX BRITAIN 


Man must adapt to the vagaries of the weather 


1 seedlings are withered and dry, boats 
left high on the mudflats beside the 
nes, fires are sweeping the West 
itry as arson and carelessness take their 
on tinderbox Britain. April with his 
irers sweet would, in Chaucer’s day, 
* the drought of March to the root; now 
cruellest of months is prolonging the 
of a parched land. January was the 
n on record, with a little over half an 
of rain compared with an average of 
i In February more ram fell than usual, 
March was one the seven dnest this 
jrv Rivers are down to less than a third 
eir’average flow'. Frogspawn is drying 
in shrinking ponds. Voles are en- 
*Sed as their riverbank homes dts- 
ar. Crops and livestock are tiireatened 
for the third year running Britain will 
water shortages and h °sepi^ bans. Are 

n Jean years settling over Bnurn? 

i those in southeast England, the 
‘ k fa certainly grim. Underground 
ta m SmoB dry- Haverflies, crested 
Lmm and water crowfoot are 
cuckooflower and snakeshead 
ESSKteW for ever, fire gnde 
OTWfcd of an English spring and « 
’, iT H , r p the environment and the 
omv has been driven away by persis- 
The water companies are 

dng ofperrnanent restrictions and 


planners are questioning the old assump¬ 
tions that domestic supplies would always 
be plentiful. There is talk of building 
emergency pipelines, using the canal net- 
workto bring water south and even setting 
up desalination plants on the south coast 

Global warming is the spectre behind the 
scenario of a future Britain with the climate 
of Spain. Scientists and meteorologists 
cannor produce firm figures, but there is 
enough evidence on carbon emissions, 
energy use and the greenhouse effect to give 
a frightening pattern to many of the trends 
that have made global weather so peculiar. 
Why are the winds across the Atlantic no 
longer blowing predictably? Winter storms 
are now marked by frequent gales. Coun¬ 
tries which are normally dry have been 
inundated, while others have had no rain. 

The weather cannot be changed; man 
must adapt. Already, gardeners are advised 
to buy Mediterranean plants and leave their 
lawns unsprinkled. Architects musi design 
cisterns that need less water, planners must 
look to supplies before they authorise new 
housing, and industry must curb its prof¬ 
ligacy. The water companies must invest 
heavily to plug their leaks. Wildlife must 
fend for itself, but vandals who deliberately 
set fire to the dry moorlands and forests 
must be pursued and punished with the full 
rigour of the law. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
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Public v private funding for the arts 


Wise use of water 
in time of drought 

From Ms Jean Mcleod Forbes 

Sir, The Water Services Association 
states in its current publication. 
Water—Meeting the Challenge: **We 
wfl] ensure that, in times of drought, 
rota cuts and stand-pipes in England 
and Wales remain a thing of the past" 
and “We will manage our water re¬ 
sources so as to protect wetlands and 
improve low-flow rivers." 

In view of the continuing drought, it 
would be enlightening if they and the 
other representative body, the Water 
Companies Association, could assure 
us that they are taking positive steps 
to ensure the future availability of 
water in all areas. 

It is obvious that we cannot con¬ 
tinue to abstract from depleted rivers. 
In addition, spokesmen for the water 
authorities are wont to imply that 
heavy rain, when it does occur, falls in 
the wrong places. 

The philosophy of market forces 
would dictate that those who have the 
resources are in a position to supply to 
those with the demand, thus entailing 
a measure of cross-company transfer 
by pipeline and payment by the pur¬ 
chasing company to the supplying 
company at an agreed rate. 

As a committed shareholder in my 
local water company 1 believe that 
metering will have to be introduced on 
a national and progressive basis. To 
ensure a degree of social justice, and 
to avoid penalising those on lowest in¬ 
comes. use should be made of char¬ 
ging bands, thus penalising those cus¬ 
tomers whose usage is much greater 
than average. This would encourage 
the consumer to use water wisely. 

Flexibility and optimisation in the 
distribution of water is more impor¬ 
tant than the facility to buy water 
from different companies. It is now ex¬ 
pedient that the worst-case scenario 
be confronted. 

Yours faithfully, 

JEAN MCLEOD FORBES. 

93 Sronebuiy Avenue, 

Eastern Green. 

Coventry’. Warwickshire. 

April 4. 


Italy and Albania 

From Mr Nick Lynam 

Sir. Your leading article, “Rethink for 
Rome" (April 2), deserved a sterner 
response than the polite, well-rea¬ 
soned and justified defence of Italian 
policy on Albania by the chairman of 
"the Italian Senate Foreign Affairs 
Committee and others (letter. April 5). 
I have a more down to earth and ob¬ 
jective view of your puny message. 

Albania is on the doorstep of Eur¬ 
ope. Something positive has to be 
done. First Italy, and now reluctantly 
Europe as a whole, are trying to work 
something out for the good of Europe 
and Albania. 

What f find difficult to accept in 
your leader is the unhelpful, negative 
and cynical approach. Have you no 
positive suggestion to offer about this 
terribly dangerous situation? Is Che 
UK far enough dfstanr to turn a blind 
eye hoping the problem will go away, 
like the former Yugoslavia? 

Action is needed here and in my 
view it has to be long-term, with the 
objective of restoring law and order, 
leading to peaceful and democratic 
elections. 

Yours faichfullj', 

NICK LYNAM. 

43 Rue du Marechal Foch, 

67000 Strasbourg. 

April 6. 


Lottery and fhe Church 

From Mr Oliver Lever 

Sir, "Carey appeals for lottery funds" 
runs a headline in today's Times. 

At theirautumn session in 1950, the 
Church Assembly reaffirmed the reso¬ 
lution passed nem con at the autumn 
session in 1932, namely: 

That this Assembly views with grave anxi¬ 
ety the great evils caused by betting and 
gambling, and earnestly hopes the Royal 
Commission now sitting may devise effec¬ 
tive means of checking incitements to bel¬ 
ting and the exploitation of the gambling 
instinct for private profit or for charitable 
institutions. 

The Church of England, it seems, is 
vying with the Labour Party in a rare 
to ditch principles. 

Yours faithfully, 

OLIVER LEVER, 

Blackacre, 

Back Lane. 

Malvern, Worcestershire. 

April 7. 


Level golf course 

From Mr H. J. Balderson 

Sir, You report on golf clubs missing 
out on lottery money because of sex¬ 
ism (April 2). 

I am very much in favour of true 
equality, ie, everyone to pay the same 
fees, play off the same tees, be assess¬ 
ed by ihe same handicap system with 
an identical handicap upper limit 
each hole to have only one par and 
stroke index, and no one to receive 
“courtesy shots". 

But please keep the showers sepa¬ 
rate. 

Yours sincerely. 
tf.J. BALDERSON, 

4S Coombe Drive, 

Dunstable, Bedfordshire. 

April "2. 


From Lord Lloyd-Webber and others 

Sir, Each day your extensive Arts sec¬ 
tion understands and supports the im¬ 
portance of regional theatre in this 
country- How rad it is that your lead¬ 
ing article of April 3 stands in such 
stark contrast. 

For decades successive govern¬ 
ments and local authorities have 
financially supported regional the¬ 
atre. This support recognises the vital 
function regional theatre fulfils in this 
country- Many of our finest actors, 
playwrights and directors would not 
be where they are today without re¬ 
gional theatre. 

Your implication that continued 
local authority funding for the arts is 
no longer viable is dangerous. We 
agree that those who have done well 
out of the theatre should plough funds 
hack, and many do. However, to rely 
only on the few able to do so would 
starve the theatre of new talent, new 
writing and creative risk. Both politi¬ 
cal parties' manifestos, in their own 
ways, recognise this and espouse con¬ 
tinued support for the long-estab¬ 
lished principle of public funding for 
the arts. 

We believe that your comments on 
Alan Ayckbourn are unwarranted. 
He has willingly passed up the oppor¬ 
tunity to have the Scarborough the¬ 
atre named after him. in spire of 
having made a substantial contribu¬ 
tion to its building costs. Furthermore, 
although Ayckbourn plays staged at 
the Stephen Joseph Theatre make up 
only one sixth of its annual repertoire, 
he has served as the theatre’s artistic 
director since 1970 without ever 
having taken a salary. He also volun¬ 
teers a royalty payment back to the 
Stephen Joseph Theatre from each 
and every one of his plays. His contri¬ 
bution to Scarborough and to theatre 
in this country is immense. 

Yours faithfully, 

ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER, 
MICHAEL CODRON, 

RICHARD EYRE. 

ROBERT FOX. 

Julia mckenzie, 

ADRIAN NOBLE, 

DUNCAN WELDON, 

10 Eaton Mews South. SWI. 

April 7. 


Choices in childbirth 

From the Editor of 
Midwifery' Matters 

Sir. On March 28 you published a let¬ 
ter from a university professor of 
obstetrics linking toe rising Caesar¬ 
ean rate with fear of litigation; on 
March 27 you reported that the Court 
of Appeal had affirmed toe slants quo 
that competent women should not be 
given medical intervention against 
their will; today you publish a letter 
from two lawyers worried abour toe 
competency loophole in toe law lords 
ruling; and on March 19 you reported 
the Audit Commission’s worries 
about costs of toe rising Caesarean 
section rate. 

All is not well on the diildbirto from 
and Caesarean section is only the tip 
of the iceberg, representing the most 
extreme form of medical intervention 
in childbirth. 

Women's voices have been heard: 
their needs are simple, they want to be 
listened to, they want to be treated 
with kindness. Baroness Cumber- 
lege's excellent report. Changing 
Childbirth (1993). backed them up. It 
said that women should be treated as 
individuals, they should be cared for 
by someone they know, They should be 
given information about alternative 
treatments so they can choose care ap¬ 
propriate to their needs. 

But it is proving extremely difficult 
to change childbirth. While many 
NHS trusts have piloted "Know Your 
Midwife" schemes and found them ef¬ 
fective and popular with women, all 
too often toe schemes are shelved be¬ 
cause they are “too expensive" or have 
led to totally exhausted mid wives. 


Calm before the rage? 

From Mr David T. Staples 

Sir, You report today that road rage is 
a “middle class crime" 

Has any research been conducted to 
examine whether there is any correla¬ 
tion between the increase in road rage 
and the growth of traffic-calming 
measures? The ever-increasing num¬ 
bers of sleeping policemen, chicanes, 
road-blocks and similar devices are 
almost guaranteed to bring on rage in 
all classes. 

Yours sincerely, 

DAVID T. STAPLES, 

11 Sr Luke’s Church, 

42 Mayfield Road, N8. 

April 4. 


Joys of the road 

from Mr John Mendes 

Sir, When I gave up my MGB for 
transport more suited to my years, I 
had to accept anonymity on the roads. 
No more the friendly wave of the 
hand, or the flashing of lights, as 1 met 
another “B". and no longer the enthu¬ 
siasm shown if both cars were toe 
same colour and of a similar year. 

It was a delightful club and, as a 
matter of interest, many of the passing 
drivers who waved were women. Per¬ 
haps Ms Maureen Colquhoun (letter, 
April 3) was one of them. 

Yours faithfully. 

JOHN MENDES, 

1 Lower Street, Cavendish, Suffolk. 


From Mr John Simpson 

Sir, Mr Heniy Burke, artistic director 
of the Norwich Theatre (letter. April 
4). appears to be shocked at the sug¬ 
gestion that Sir Alan Ayckbourn 
should dig deeper into his own pocket 
to save the Stephen Joseph Theatre. 
But don’t we all do just this with our 
own pet projects? After all. Sir Alan 
expects us to do just that when he ap¬ 
peals to the public for donations. 

Mr Burke'S comment that librari¬ 
ans and firemen are not expected to 
pay to provide their services struck a 
chord. My daughter has a learning 
disability and attends a day centre run 
by social services. One day a week she 
works in a unit which provides buffets 
on a commercial basis; for this she re¬ 
ceives 40 pence per day. 

Due to cuts in the social services 
budget she is now expected to pay so¬ 
cial services SO pence per day for toe 
privilege of making sandwiches, 
washing up, ere. I suppose it would be 
a consolation to her, if she could un¬ 
derstand toe politics, should she be 
asked personally to pay E1.20 to help 
keep Sir Alan's dream alive. 

It is no use tinkering with the sys¬ 
tem. The Stephen Joseph has received 
a subsidy from the people of Scar¬ 
borough via a grant from the horuugh 
council. The cut in question relates to 
a separate subsidy via the county 
counriL The county council grant re¬ 
leases further funding from the Arts 
Council and goodness knows where 
else. 

This devious method of funding 
should be stopped and replaced by 
one source of subsidy. It raises my 
hackles when blackmail is used to ob¬ 
tain funding, playing off one source of 
funding against another. 

Sir Alan Ayckbourn lost my sup¬ 
port when he threatened to dose the 
theatre at toe first hurdle, but it ap¬ 
pears to have done the trick. 

Perhaps now hospital managers, 
school governors, etc, can see how toe 
system works and will threaten to 
dose their services at the first sign of 
cutbacks. 

Yours faithfully. 

JOHN SIMPSON. 

62 Pasture Lane, Seamer, 
Scarborough, North Yorkshire. 

April 4. 


Hospitals are failing to distribute 
Informed Choice leaflets designed to 
enable mothers to make wise de¬ 
cisions. 

The anonymous labour-ward mid¬ 
wife still cares for most women in 
labour — and is often rushed off her 
feet trying to give continuity of care to 
two or three women at once. It is 
cheaper and easier to monitor babies 
electronically, to give women drugs 
and epidurals to dull the pain. This 
style of care saves on labour-ward 
midwives’ salaries, but it transfers toe 
costs to toe operating theatre and fills 
toe post-natal wards with distressed 
women who have difficulty adjusting 
to motherhood. 

Is it not the ultimate irony that, hav¬ 
ing reached the point when childbirth 
has never been safer for mother and 
bat»y, we are still unable to see ir as 
anything more than toe extraction of a 
live baby from a live mother and to 
hell with the physical and emotional 
damage done to the luckless patients? 

Our maternity services need a 
radical rethink. Somehow we have to 
find a way to put the humanity back 
into childbirth, to respect pregnant 
women and give them the luxury of 
being supported in labour by a mid¬ 
wife they already know. 

Let us resurrect our maternity 
services from an unacceptable limbo. 
Let us nurture the souls of our 
mothers and babies, not just their 
bodies. 

Yours sincerely, 

MARGARET JO WITT. 

Editor, Midwifery Matters, 

Wajford Lodge, Walford, 

Craven Arms, Shropshire. 

March 29. 


Taking the rap 

From Dr Ian Olson 

Sir. For over forty years it has been 
known that toe “bad" poet William 
McGonagall based his unusual verse 
forms on toe Scots/Irish “Come-aJI- 
ye" folk ballad tradition of his 
Edinburgh childhood. Sing them in 
that style and all becomes dear. 

American rap singers of his ever- 
popular poetry (report, April 3} thus 
haw more understanding than their 
pompous, pontificating and patronis¬ 
ing professors. 

Yours faithfully, 

I. A. OLSON, 

20 Bums Road, Aberdeen. 

April 4. 


Soaking up science 

From Mr R. D. Vernon 

Sir, Contemplating the ludicrous go¬ 
ings-on of the “jogging scientists'* and 
their relative wetness (letters, March 
27, April 1,4.7), if occurred to me that 
my late Lancashire grandmother 
would have summed them up as fol¬ 
lows: "They’re too daft to come in out 
of toe rain." 

Yours faithfully. 

R. D. VERNON, 

40 St John's Hill. 

Shrewsbury, Shropshire. 


Letters for publication may 
be faxed to 0171-782 5046. 


Poor rewards for 
speech therapists 

From Mrs Maeve Creber 

Sir. Congratulations to Professor 
Pamela Enderby, toe Bristol speech 
therapist who has fought for II years 
for equa l pay for women professionals 
in the National Health Service. Yes¬ 
terday. at an industrial tribunal in 
Croydon, the Government conceded 
her case. 

Having had two careers, i am well 
placed to compare the nature of the 
work, the professional status and the 
remuneration of each. First, I trained 
and worked as a speech therapist for 
ten years, specialising in brain¬ 
damaged children. I worked in sev¬ 
eral major hospitals. Then, after the 
necessary study, research and experi¬ 
ence, 1 became a university teacher of 
English literaxure. 

Discussion of 1 9th and 20th-century 
poetry with intelligent people, though 
not without its stresses and frustra¬ 
tions, is hardly arduous and usually 
pleasurable. Coaxing the often severe¬ 
ly damaged brain to reorganise itself 
towards learning or relearning lan¬ 
guage, both in terms of comprehen¬ 
sion and expression, takes immense 
skill, experience, a lot of faith and 
limitless patience. 

To fitce the condition of the patients 
and the distress and anxiety of their 
parents and relatives, and to do this 
every day. is not only arduous, but 
seriously emotionally demanding, no 
matter how detached one tries to be¬ 
come. Yet for this work, were l to re¬ 
turn to it, l would be paid just Less 
than half as much as for university 
teaching. 

1 am in toe fortunate position of 
being able to help one or two children 
without making any charge, but most 
speech therapists cannor do this. 1 am 
amazed that there are still 7,000 
people, predominantly women, in this 
country prepared to take on such ill- 
rewarded work. Let us hope that be¬ 
cause of Pamela Enderby"s struggle, 
things will change. 

Yours sincerely, 

MAEVE CREBER, 

13 Russel] Terrace, 

Exeter. Devon. 

April 4. 


Battlefield heritage 

From MrS.W. Martin 

Sir. You report lApril 7) the contro¬ 
versy over toe proposal to build 
houses on the battlefield of Tewkes¬ 
bury. There were similar problems 
with the Shrewsbury battlefield. 

In our case it was Shropshire Coun¬ 
ty Council who. as landowners, initi¬ 
ally wanted to sell the field for indus¬ 
trial development in the late 1980s. 

Fortunately English Heritage inter¬ 
vened and 3dded Shrewsbury to its 
register of battlefields, thus ensuring 
its preservation, since historic sites in 
Shropshire are protecta] under plan¬ 
ning policy. 1 am surprised toat the 
same appears not to be the case in 
Tewkesbury. 

As a result of a management study 
by English Heritage, it is now more 
fully realised than previously toat our 
field is an important part of the town's 
medieval heritage and an asset for re¬ 
creation and education as well as at¬ 
tracting visitors. 

As with Tewkesbury, so here the 
battlefield boundaries could nor be 
clearly defined almost 600 years later. 
This does not matter. The important 
thing is that the largest possible area 
of what on historical evidence is 
thought to be the battlefield site 
should be retained as open land for 
toe benefit of future generations. 

Yours faithfully, 

S. W. MARTIN 
(Chairman, 

Shrewsbury and Atcham Branch, 
Council for the Protection of 
Rural England), 

Bear Steps Office, 

St Aikmond's Square. 

Shrewsbury, Shropshire 
April 7. 


Fanners and hedges 

From Mrs Anne Hudson 

Sir. Mr James Crusbie Dawson as¬ 
serts that he can farm more effectively 
without hedges (letter, April 5). 

Whilst it is true that landowners 
who enjoy country sports are likely to 
encourage the growth of hedges and 
copses as cover for game and wildlife, 
hedges also provide valuable protec¬ 
tion and windbreaks to livestock and 
also provide against soil erosion. 

1 have seen at first hand the damag¬ 
ing effect toe lack of hedgerows has 
caused to arable land belonging to my 
own family. 

Without hedges Mr Crosbie Daw¬ 
son could eventually have no land to 
farm. 

Yours faithfully. 

ANNE HUDSON. 

60 Cranmore Gardens, 

Aldershot, Hampshire. 

April 6. 


Roles reversed 

From MrT.R. Marshall 

Sir. How refreshing, in these troubled 
rimes, to find a member of the aristoc¬ 
racy winning toe Grand National on 
a horse called “Dobbin". 

Yours faithfully, 

T. R. MARSHALL, 

27 Waldemar Avenue, SWb. 

Aprils. 













JOHN STILLWELL 



COURT CIRCULAR 


WINDSOR CASTLE 

April S: The Queen held a Council 

at 12.00 noon. 

There were present the Rt Hon 
Antony Newton MP (Lord Presi¬ 
dent), the Viscount Cranborne 
(Lord Privy Seal), the Baroness 
Blatch (Minister of State, Home 
Office) and the Rt Hon Sir John 
Wheeler MP (Minister of Stale. 
Northern Ireland Office). 

Mr Nigel Nicholls was in atten¬ 
dance as Cleric of the Council 

The Rt Hon Antony Newton MP 
had an audience of Her Majesty 
before the Gounril. 

The Queen and The Duke of 
Edinburgh gave a Luncheon Party 
at Windsor Castle for members of 
the Order of Merit at which The 
Princes Margaret, Countess of 
Snowdon was present. 

The following had the honour of 
being invited: Sir Isaiah and Lady 
Berlin. Sir George Edwards and 
Mrs Angda Jeffreys, the Reverend 
Professor and Mrs Owen Chad¬ 
wick. Sir Andrew and Lady Hux¬ 
ley. Dr and Mrs Frederick Sanger, 
the Lord and Lady Menuhin. 
Professor Sir Ernst and Lady 
Gombrich, Dr and Mrs Max 
Perutz, Dame Cicely Saunders. 
Professor the Lord and Lady 
Potter, the Lady Thatcher and Sir 
Denis Thatcher. Bt, Dame Joan 
Sutherland, Sir Michael and Lady 
Atiyah. the Lord Jenkins of 
Hillhead and Dame Jennifer Jen¬ 
kins. Sir Aaron and Lady KJug. Sir 
John Gielgud and Sir Edward 
Ford (Secretary and Registrar of 
the Order of Merit). 

Mrs Robert de Pass has suc¬ 
ceeded the Hon Lady Morrison as 
Lady-in-Waiting to Her Majesty. 
BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
April fk The Duke of York, today 
visited Hampshire and was re¬ 
ceived by Mr Nicholas Jonas 
(Deputy Lieutenant of Hampshire). 

His Royal Highness this morn¬ 
ing visited George Gale and Com¬ 
pany Limited, Brewers, and 
opened a new building at Horn- 
dean. Southampton. 


The Duke of York this afternoon 
toured Apollo Fire Detectors Lim¬ 
ited, Havant. 

His Rpyal Highness. Patron, 
later visited the Jubilee Sailing 
Trust Jubilee Yard, Wadston. 
Southampton. 

The Duke of York this evening 
attended a Dinner on board SS 
Canberra, Southampton, to marie 
die ship's retirement and to 
commemorate the Fifteenth 
Anniversary of the commisstoiiing 
of Peninsular and Oriental Steam 
Navigation Company vessels for 
the FalkJands Campaign. 

CLARENCE HOUSE 

April ‘ 8: Queen Elizabeth The 

Queen Mother. Colonel-in-ChieL 

Canadian Forces Medical Service. 

today received Major-General 

J.W.B. Barr. Colonel 

Commandant. 

KENSINGTON PALACE 
April & The Duke of Gloucester, 
Grand Prior, the Order of St John, 
this morning presented The Sov¬ 
ereign's Award to Miss Elaine 
Taylor at Kensington Palace. 

The Duchess of Gloucester to¬ 
day opened the new Operations 
Building at Warrington Police 
Station and afterwards opened the 
new St John Headquarters at 
Warrington Hospital. Later Her 
Royal Highness opened the new 
Brow County Primary School 
Runoom, Cheshire. 

The Duke and Duchess of 
Gloucester this evening attended a 
Dinner given by His Excellerxy 
the Ambassador of the Republic of 
Korea and Mrs Dong-Jin Cboi at 
the Korean Residence. 28 Parkside. 
London SW19. 

YORK HOUSE 
ST JAMES'S PALACE 
April & The Duke of Kent Honor¬ 
ary Air Chief Marshal, this morn¬ 
ing visited Royal Air Force 
Stafford Supply Depot, Beacaside. 
Staffordshire; and was met on 
arrival by Her Majesty's Lord- 
lieutenant of Staffordshire (Mr 
James Hawley). 


Royal engagements 


The Princess Royal as President of 
the British Olympic Association, 
will attend tin: executive board 
meeting at I Wandsworth Plain. 
London SW1S. at 11.00. 

The Duke of Gloucester, as Presi¬ 
dent of St Bartholomew's Hospital 
will open die new St Bartholo¬ 
mew* and the Royal London 
School of Medicine and Dentistry 
buddings. Whitechapel, London 


El. at 11.00. 

The Duchess of Gloucester will 
open Jewish Care's new residential 
and nursing home. Lady Sarah 
Cohen House, the Asher Lofhis 
Centre,Coiney Hatch Lane, Nil.at 
3.40. 

The Duke of Kent, as Colonel of 
the Scots Guards, will attend an 
Equerries' reunion dinner at St 
James's Palace at 7 JO. 


Birthdays today 


Mr Severiano Ballesteros, golfer. 
40; Lord Justice Simon Brown. 60: 
Sir Brian Cubbon, dvfl servant. 
69: Lord Deramore. 86; Mr G H 
Edwards. Rector, Morrison's 
Academy. Perthshire. 39; the Most 
Rev Domenico Enrid, former Ap¬ 
ostolic Nuncio, 88; Mr Robson 
Fisher, former headmaster, 
Bryans ton School 76: Lord Fitt, 71: 
Viscount Gage, 63; Miss Hannah 
Gordon, actress, 5& Sir Hew 
Hamilton-Dalrymple, Lord* 
Lieutenant of East Lothian. 71: Mr 
Roger Harrison, chairman. Toyn¬ 
bee Hall, 64; Sir Graham Hills, 
former Principal and Vice-Chan¬ 
cellor. Strathclyde University. 71: 
Mr Tom Jackson, trade unionist, 
72; the Hon Bernard Jenkin. 38; 
Mr Ned Jenkins, tenor. 52; Mr 
Alan Knott, cricketer. 51: Mr Tom 
Lehrer, lecturer and songwriter, 
69: Mr Martin Margie!a, fashion 
designer. 43; Professor Basil 
Mitchell, FBA. philosopher of re¬ 


ligion, SO: Mr Peer Moores, 
former chairman. Littkwoods 
Organisation. 65; Mr Vincent 
O'Brien, racehorse trainer. 80; Sir 
Michael Ogden. QC. 71; Sir Mich¬ 
ael Palliser, former Head of die 
Diplomatic Service. 57: Mr Carl 
Perkins, rock singer and guitarist. 
65. 

Sir Michael Richardson, former 
chairman. Smith New Court, 72; 
Professor K.G. Robbins. Senior 
• ViceChancdlor. University of 
Wales. 57; Mr Martin Rogers, 
fanner Chief Master, King Ed¬ 
ward'S School. Birmingham. 66; 
Miss Valerie Singleton, broad¬ 
caster. 60; Mr Michael Somare. 
CH. first Prime Minister of Papua 
New Guinea, 61; Professor D.M. 
Walker, QC. 77; Mr B.H. Weston, 
former chairman. Man web, 67; 
Mr Frank Yard ley, racehorse 
trainer. 54; Miss Frieda Young, 
diplomat. 84; Sir Richard Young, 
industrialist, 83. 
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Forthcoming 

marriages 


Some of the most riistin 
Duke of Edinburgh ai aj 


lerformers, scientists, 
party for members of 


d. Lord Porter, Sir Aaron Khig, Sir Edward Ford (Secretary of the Order of Merit); seated (left to right). Dr 
Sanger, Lady Thatcher, the Rev Professor Owen Chadwick, Sir George Edwards, the Duke of Edinburgh, 
the Queen, Sir Isaiah Berlin. Sir Andrew Huxley. Dame Cicely Saunders. Sir Ernst Gombrich 


Reception 


H M Government 
Mr Anthony Nelson, Minister for 
Trade, was the host at a reception 
given yesterday by Her Majesty* 
Government at Lancaster House 
to mark the 1997 General Meeting 
of the Berne Union. 


Luncheon 

Lord Mayor of Westminster 
The Lord Mayor and Lady May¬ 
oress were the hosts at a luncheon 
held yesterday at City Hall in 
honour of Mr Sydney F. Sporle. 


Lecture 

Second Nathan Lecture on 
die Environment 
Professor Gordon Conway, Vice- 
Chancellor. University of Sussex, 
delivered the Second Nathan Lec¬ 
ture on the Environment last night 
at the Royal Society of Arts in 
honour of Lord Nathan. The hosts 
were Denton Hail's Environ¬ 
mental Law Team and Sir Richard 
Southwood presided. 


Pattenmakers’ 

Company 

The following have been installed 
officers of the Paitenmakers' Com¬ 
pany for the ensuing year. 

Master, Mr Ian Scare Hall; Upper 
Warden, Mr Richard Rake; Renter 
Warden, Mr ILP. Ziff; Warden to 
the Trade. Mr RA. KoMer. 


Appointments 

Mr Robin Christopher to be 
Ambassador to Indonesia later 
this month in succession to Mr 
Graham Burton who is moving to 
a new Diplomatic Service 
appointment 

Air Vice-Marshal Clive Evans. 
Colonel Geoffrey Godbold and 
Major Barnafay Cockroft to be 
Deputy lieutenants of Greater 
London. 

Lord Saatchi and Sir Idris Pearce 
have been appointed to tiie Council 
of the Royal College of Art 
Sir Hugh Leggan has become a 
trustee of Lord Lloyd-Webber's Art 
Foundation. 


Memorial services 


Mr Michael 
Saunders 

The Lord Chancellor was present 
at a memorial meeting for the life 
of Mr Michael Saunders. HM 
Procurator General. Treasury 
Solicitor and Queen's Proctor, held 
yesterday in Lincoln's Inn HalL 

Mrs Anna Saunders, widow. 
Miss Pend ope Saunders, daugh¬ 
ter. Mr Joss Saunders, son. Mr 
Richard Saunders, brother, and 
Mr Christopher Mansell were the 
speakers. Mr Nicholas Cartledge, 
flute, and Mr Andy Cartledge. 
piano, played during the sendee. 

The Master of the Roils, the 
Attorney General and the Solicitor 
General attended. Among others 
present were: 

Mrs Doris Saunders (mother), Mrs 
Richard Saunders (staier-ln-law), Mr 
David Saunders. Miss Deborah 
Saunders. Professor Robert and Dr 
Barbara Cohen. Mr Adrian Cohen. Dr 
Leslie Culank. Mrs J Culank. Miss A 
Culank, Mr Leslie Jackson. Mr and 
Mrs David Jarvis, Miss Primrose 
Orvel, Mr and Mrs Anthony Procror. 
Mr and Mrs Nigel Proctor. Mr L 
Saunders. Mrs And row Silver. Mr and 
Mrs Donald Thomson, Mr and Mrs 
Peter Tran. 

Lord Barrie, QC, Lord Slynn of 
Hadley. Sir Patrick Maytiew, Lord 
Justice and Lady Kennedy. Sir 
Michael Kerry. Mrs Justice Amen. Mr 
Justice Hidden. Mr Justice Laws, Mr 
Justice Moses, sir Thomas Lege. QC. 
sir John Bailey, Sir Frank Berman,Sir 
Patrick Brown, sir Terence Bums, Sir 


Cleave. Mrs Geraldine Courtney. 
ProfessorTC Dalntiih. Mr Rex Davie. 
Mr and Mrs Mike Dawes. Dr and Mrs 
Arnold Franks. Mr and Mrs Harold 
GabeL Mr Edward Guyver. 

Mr and Mis Michael Halt, Miss 
Susan HalL Mr Sam HalL Mr and 
Mrs A Hammond. Mr and Mrs Colin 
Harris, Mr John Hayes, Mr Noel 
Hepworth. Mr Richard Higgins. Mr 
Hemy Hodge. Mr David Hogg, Mr 
Tony Hollis, Mr Richard Hooker, Mr 
Philip Homer. Mrs Gillian Howard. 
Mr Michael Huebner. Miss M 
Jacquemaln. Mr and Mrs Ian 
Karsten. Mr Roger Kaye. QC. Miss 
Helena Kennedy. QC, MrChns Keise. 
Mr Gregor Kowalski. Mr and Mrs J 
Knowles. Mr Stephen Lander. Mr 
Patrick Laydert. Mr srepben Laws. Mr 
and Mrs Stephen Lewis, Mr John 
Lloyd. 

Mr John McCluskle, Mr and Mrs 
Francis MacFartene, Mr Murder 
Maclean, Mr Bob Morris. Ms K 
Morton. Mr Richard Monram. Mr 
Robin Mountfleld. Mr Philip 
Needham. Mr and Mrs Kart 
Newman, Mr Nigel NlcboUs. Mr 
David Nissen. Mrs Margery Oliver, 
Mrs Ntckle oppenhelmer. Mr Tony 
Osborne, Mr and Mrs Andrew Owen. 
Mr David Pannick. QC, Mrs Susan 
Pearl. Mr David Pearson. Mr David 
Pickup. Mr Joe PiQine. Mr Tim Pratt. 
Dr John Rae, Mrs Diane Read. Miss 
Alison Read. Mr Z Rets man, Mr 
Jonathan RIckford, Mr Robert Ricks. 

Mr and Mrs Roger Seabume-May. 
Mr David Roodyn. Mr Roy Schutz. Mr 
Alan Searie. Mr Michael Schmidt. Mr 
and Mrs David Seymour, Mrand Mrs 
Norman Smith, Mr Peter Smith. Mrs 
Shirley Smith, Mrs Valerie sunchan. 
Mr Mike Thomas. Mr Robert 
Venables. Mrand Mrs Bernard Vyner. 
Mr Alan Walker. Mr Doug Waiters. Mr 
Robert Ward. Mr Mark Waison- 
Gandy. Mr Richard white. Mr David 
Wilkinson. Mr Alan Wluterby, Mr 
Michel Wood. Mr and Mrs Stephen 
Woolen 


sir Gerald Has leer. Dame Barbara 
Mills. QC Sir Jama and Lady 
Nursaw. Sfr William Reid, sir Barry 
shaw. QC Sir David Speddlng, sir 
Brian and Lady Unwin, sir Rloiaid 
Wilson. Judge and Mrs Roger Cox, 
"idge DavidPearl. 

Mr David Bentley. Mr Michael 
Bichard. Miss Christine Bowker, Mr 
Geoffrey Bowman, Mrs Ann Bowl ell. 
Mr Henry Boyd-Carpemer. Rabbi Dr 
Sydney Bridiio. Mr and Mrs John 
Bones. Mr and Mrs Chris Brighton. 
Mrs Rosemary Bull. Mr lan Bums. Mr 
Geoffrey Butt. Mr Edward Caldwell. 
Mr Mike Calloway. Mr John Carlin. 
Mr Kevin Chamberlain. Mr Brian 


BIRTHS: James Scott, Duke of 
Monmouth, illegitimate son of 
King Charles II, Rotterdam, 1649; 
Isambard Kingdom Brunei, en¬ 
gineer, Portsmouth, 1806; Charles 
Baudelaire, poet. Paris, 1821; Paul 
Robeson, singer and actor. Prince¬ 
ton. New Jersey. 1898; Hugh 
Gahskefl. leader of the Labour 
Party 1955-63, London. 1906; Sir 
Robert Helpmann, ballet dancer 
and choreographer. Mount Gam- 


rcasuiy Counsel). Mr A Can Odd 
items' Advice Bureau) and Mrs 
Barbara Keary (Aldershot branch). Mr 
Adair Dyer (Hague Conference on 
Private international Law), Mr Philip 
Poluck (Clifton College) and many 
other friends and colleagues. 


Mr L.V.D. Tindale 

A service of thanksgiving far the 
lifeand work of Mr Lawrence 
“Larry” Victor Dolman Tindale. 
former Chairman of the North 


Anniversaries 

bia. South Australia. 1909. 
DEATHS: King Edward IV. 
reigned 1461-70 and 1471-83, 
London, 1483; Lorenzo de Medici 
(The Magnificent), Careggj. Italy, 
1492; Francois Rabelais, writer and 
physician. Paris, 1553; Francis 
Bacon. Viscount St Albans. Lord 
Chancellor 1618-21. London. 1626; 
Dante Gabriel Rossetti, Pre- 
Raphaelite poet and painter. 
Birchington-oo-Sea, Kent l8St 


British Canadian Investment 
Trust, was held yesterday at St 
James's. Piccadilly. Mr Ian Haigh 
officiated and gave a reading. Miss 
Kate Tindale. granddaughter, 
read the lesson. Mr John Tindale, 
son. Lord Chadlington. Mr Dennis 
Constantine, Mr Jon Foulds and 
Mr Geoff Norman paid tribute. 
Among those present were: 

Mr and Mrs Charles Everitt (brother- 
in-law a rid sister). Miss Joan Barton 
isister-ln-law). Mrs Gill Tim mis 
(daughter-in-law) and Peter and 
Stephen Tindale (grandchildren): 
viscount Caldecote. Sir Cvrll Taylor. 
Mr Ralph Clark. Mr Stephen Clark. 
Mr Richard Seebohm. Mrs Sheila 
Innes and Mrs Dilys Hudson, 
representatives of SI. SPAB. Rich¬ 
mond College, the American 
University in London, EDBRO, 
Clarks Shoes. Commodore Ship¬ 
ping (Guernsey), the English 
Heritage Orchestra, Combat Stress. 
WhtcR?. the British Institute or 
Management and many other 
friends from the United Kingdom 
and overseas. 


Professor Rosalind 
Hill 

A memorial service for Professor 
Rosalind Hill, Emeritus Professor 
of History. London University, 
former Vice-Principal of Westfield 
College and Honorary Fellow of 
Queen Maty and Westfield Coll¬ 
ege. was held yesterday at St 
Michael's. ComhilL The Rev 
Professor Stuart Hall officiated. 

Professor Graham Zellkk. Prin¬ 
cipal of Queen Mary and Westfield 
College and Deputy Vice-Chan¬ 
cellor of London University, and 
Mrs Kathryn Hams of the Eccle¬ 
siastical History Society, read the 
lessons. Professor Christopher 
Brooke. FBA. Emeritus Professor 
of Ecclesiastical History. Cam¬ 
bridge University, gave an ad¬ 
dress. 


Edward Thomas, poet, killed in 
action. Arras. 1917; Mrs Patrick 
Campbell actress. Pau. France. 
1940; Dr C.E.M. Joad. civil ser¬ 
vant. author and controversialisL 
Hampstead. 1953; Frank Lloyd 
Wright, archite ct . Phoenix. Ari¬ 
zona, 1959. 

The Hudson Bay Company ceded 
its territory to Canada. 1896. 
Germany invaded Denmark and 
Norway. 1940. 


Mr A. Russefi 

and Miss R.M. Fairtomi 

The engagement is 

between Alexander, son of Mr and 

the Hon Mrs Michael Russell, of 

Wilby, "Norfolk, and Rose, daugh¬ 
ter of Mr and Mrs Jo* 111 Fairbaim. 
of Ansty. West Sussex. 

Mr G J. Blackburn 
and Miss SA Bales 
The engagement is announced 
between Graham, son of Captain 
and Mrs John Blackburn, of 
Dihon Marsh. Wiltshire, and 
Sarah, daughter of Mr and Mrs 
David Bates, of Westhumble. 
Surrey. 

Mr J.L-T. Burr 
and Miss K.T- McWilliams 
The engagement is announced 
between John, son of Mr Jim Burr 
and the late Mrs Gillian Burr, of 
Fetch am, Surrey, and Karen, 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Edward 
F. McWilliams, of Hong Kong. 

Mr ILLS. Carswell 
and Miss A-M.L. Dobson 
The engagement is announced 
between Robert James Stewart, 
son or Mr and Mrs Robert S.L. 
Carswell, of Winchfield, Hamp¬ 
shire and Anne-Marie Lorraine, 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Ian C. 
Dobson, of Lower Ray don, 
Suffolk. 

MrAJ.R. Cullen 
and Miss D.K. Godwin-Austen 
The engagement is announced 
between Alexander, son of Mr 
Jeremy Cullen, of Montou. 
Aveyron, France, and Mrs Tove 
Reventlow, of Frilford. Oxon, and 
Diana, daughter of Lieutenant 
Colonel and Mrs Robin Godwin- 
Austen, of Shalford. Surrey. 

Mr R.S. Gulme-Scymottr 
and Miss C.L. Vanse 
The engagement is announced 
between Rupert, son of Mr Mark. 
Culme-Seynwur. of Netherbury. 
Dorset, and Mrs Sally Qilme- 
Seymour. of Fulham. London, and 
Caroline, daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Richard Vause, of boxwood. West 
Sussex. 

Mr CJ- Davies 
and Miss S.E. Coxon 
The engagement is announced 
between Craig John, son of Mr and 
Mrs John Davies, of Swansea, and 
Sally Elizabeth, daughter of Mrs 
Jean Coxon and the late Mr Roy 
Coxon, of ChdsfiekL Kent. 


MrT.B. Kimbctt 
and Mis A.E. Rider 
The engagement is announced 
between Thomas, younger son of 
Mr and Mrs J.B. KirabriL or 
RKersham, Surrey, and *A/mee 
Elizabeth, only daughter of Mr 
and Mrs R.W. Rider, of Woodham, 
Surrey. .. 

Flight Lieutenant RJ. Knighton 
and Miss C.E. Jenkins 
The engagement is announced 
between Richard, elder son of Mr 
and Mrs Michael J. Knighton, of 
Hilton, Derbyshire, and Caitlin. 
younger daughter of Professor and 
Mrs Edgar W. Jenkins, of Leeds. 
Mr N. Lawson-Smith 
and MissC-Streflon 
The engagement is announced 
between Neil, son of Mr and Mrs 
Alan Lawson-Smith. of El Pinar. 
Southern Spain, and Carla, 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Trevor 
Stratton, of Coldstream Farm, 
Eastern Cape, South Africa. 

Mr M J. Matthews 
and Dr S.D£. Radge 
The engagement is announced 
between Mark, elder son of the 
Revd < Melvyn and Mrs June 
Matthews, of Chew Magna, 
Somerset and Shaunsb cider 
daughter of the late Mr John 
Edward Rudge and of Mrs Eveline 
Rudge. of Femdcrwn, Dorset 
Mr B. Tuttle 
and Miss VJ. Cripps 
The engagement is announced 
between Ben. eider son of Mr and 
Mrs Michael Tuttle, of Beacons- 
fiefd. Buckinghamshire, and 
Victoria, elder daughter of Mr and 
Mrs Christopher Cripps, of 
Cuckfield, West Sussex. 

Mr DA WnUams 
and Miss A.L. Hinton 
The engagement is announced 
between Darrell, youngest son of 
Mr and Mrs Arthur Williams, of 
Nantgarw, South Wales, and 
Alexandra, younger daughter of 
Mr and Mrs Colin Hinton, or West 
Rnumon. Northallerton. North 
Yorkshire. 

Mr R.C. Williamson 
and Miss J.E. Harley 
The engagement is announced 
between Robin, younger son of Mr 
Walter W illiam son and the . late 
Mrs Williamson, of Lowestoft 
Suffolk, and Jane, eldest daughter 
of Mr and Mrs Basil Harley, of 
Great Horkesky, Essex. 


Church news 


Appointments 

The Rev Nicholas Armstrong. 
Curate. Filey (York): lo be Priest-in¬ 
charge. St Mary. Alvei ey. and St 
Andrew. Quart (Hereford). 

The Rev Brian Camp. Priest-in- 
charge. St Giles. Sheldon: to be 
Rector. St Giles. Sheldon 
(Birmingham), suspension of 
presentation having been lifted. 
The Rev Michael Cartwright 
Honorary Priest-in-charge, 
Altamon w Bolvenfor. taneasr 
and St Qether to be Vicar, 
Treveityn (Truro). 

The Rev Derek Chandler, Curate. 
Bitteme Park, Southampton (Win¬ 
chester): to be Team Vicar, Melton 
Mowbray Team Ministry 
(Leicester). 

The Rev John Cross ley, Assistant 
Curate, Westfield. Workington: to 
be Team Vicar-designate. Penrith, 
and part-time Chaplain of Newton 
Rigg College (Carlisle). 

The Rev Janet Driver, Honorary 
Curate, St Margaret Putney: to be 
Honorary Curate. St Paul. 
Streatham (Southwark). 

The Rev Guy Elsmore. Curate. St 
Michael. Huyton: to be Senior 
Assistant m that parish (Liver¬ 
pool). 

The Rev Susan Field. Chaplain u 
Loughborough University and 
Director of Post-Ordination Train¬ 
ing (Leicester): to be also Bishops 
Chaplain for Women's Ministry, 
same diocese. 

The Rev Clive French, Chaplain of 
the Royal Naval College. Green¬ 


wich: to be Rector. St Dunstan. 
Cheam (Southwark). 

The Rev Ralph Goldenberg. Cu¬ 
rate-in-charge, St Andrew’s. 
Edgware to be Team Vicar. Christ 
Church, Roxeth (London). 

The Rev Nigel Holmes. Vicar. 
Mexborough: to be ' Priest-in¬ 
charge. St Peter, Nether Hoyland 
(Sheffield). 

Prebendary Ray Howard Janes, 
recently retired: to be Prebendary 
Emeritus of Hereford Cathedral 
(Hereford). 

The Rev Richard King. Priest-in- 
charge, Oriestone w Snave and 
Rudange w Warehorne: to be 
Diocesan Ecumenical Officer 
(Canterbury). 

The Rev Tom Leary, Vicar, St 
Mary. Merton: to be oho Assistant 
Rural Dean of Merton (Southwark). 
The Rev Howard Mayeli, Priest- 
in-charge. Black Torrington. 
Hi g ham plan, Bradford w Cook- 
bury and Thom bury (Exeter): to be 
Team Vicar. Ledbury Team Min¬ 
istry (Hereford). 

Resignations and retirements 
Canon lan Knox. Canon Residen¬ 
tiary of Wakefield Cathedral and 
Director of Ecumenical Affairs 
(Wakefield): to retire May 31 and 
be appointed a Canon Emeritus. 
Prebendary John Pearce. Rector. 
St Anne's. Limehouse (London); to 
retire July 31. 

Prebendary Peter Pytches, Vicar. 
Jesus Church. Forty Hill (London): 
to retire October l. 


BMDS: 0171 680 6880 
PRIVATE: 0171 481 4000 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


TRADE: 0171 481 1982 
FAX: 0171 481 9313 


Yon will show me the path of 
llTe; la yorar presence is (be 
tallness of Jay, at year right 
hand ue pleasures for ever¬ 
more. Psalm 16 : 11 


BIRTHS 


BALDWB 6 EVAKS-T 0 Kay and 
David ob March Sifa e anther 
wonderful son, Owen, a 
brother (or Theo. 

SEVAN - On Sunday April 6 th 
at The West Suffolk 
Hospital, nary St Edmunds, 
to Alexandra and James, a 
dgoyhit^ Amelia 

CHAM 8 EMEN - On April 4th at 
The Portland Hospital, to 
Caraltno and Julian, a son. 

DCMBIMSKA • On 31st March 
at The Portland Hospital, to 
Louisa (nee Cbarlton- 
Meyrlck) and lan. a 
daughter, MariaUa. 

DOCON - On April 4th 1997. to 
Michael and Joanne (n£e 
Lunar), a daughter, Alice 
Louisa, a sister for Emily 
Kate. 

GREBSO - On 4(h April, to 
Floor (nfa van Boosmalen) 
and Teddy, a son and a 
daughter, Jerome Le on ardos 
and Isabella Marie, a brother 
and drat for Johns. 

HAMUTOM-HOLBROOK - On 
March 27 th at Tbs Portland 
Hospital, to Haltem and 
Stuon, a beautiful da u g h t e r 
- Alexandras Beatrice. 

KELLY - On 5th April at The 
Portland Hospital to Osebn 
and Anne, a son. Liam John, a 
brother for Isabelle, Aldan, 
and Bain. 

LAWRENCE - On April 6 th, to 
Heather (net Bunting) and 
Mark, a son. George, 
Frederick Stanley, a brother 
tar Geoffrey. 

MATHIAS-On April 4th. 1997, 
In Austin Texas, to Anna 
. (nde Gendel) and Cfaades, a 
daughter. Jesse Veneda. 

McKENNA - A beautiful baby 
daughter, Georgina Emma an 
1 st April 1997 to tan and 
Belinda McKenna Cade 
Hackett) of Wimbledon, 
London. 

PALMER • On 25 th Match at 
The Royal Surrey County 
Hospital, to Nall and Mary 
Jana, a daughter, Phoebe , 


MB - On 3rd April 1997 «' 
i Portland Hospital, to 
inda and Jeremy, a son, i 
liel Alexander. i 

TEFORO - On 4th April, 
?7, to Loey (nee, 
tttertou) and Philip, a 
ghter. ChloC OUsla. 

E - On April 5th 1997, In 
nfrghsm to Xsdiu and 
liaid, a daughter, B hla wna 
abeth. 


BIRTHS _ 

WOOU3ER - On April 8 th. to 
AUs*m(n£e Price) and Jarvis, 
a daughter, Aram In t a 
Clementine, a sister for 
Maximilian, Imogen and 
Ocfavla. 


DEATHS 


ADDA - Maximilian Joseph 
Atom, on Friday 4th April 
1997 la Barbados aged 12 
years. Beloved son of 
Michael and Judith, brother 
of Gavin, Benjamin and 
Alexia, and nephew of Bobtn 
Mini RArwflU' 

AlhtrtV - Barbara Yn Ling (p 6 s 
Lee), beloved Mother of , 
Wyudham and Bronson, died | 
peacefully at home on 6 th i 
April. Funeral 11 th April., 
Donations for Barbara’s I 
palliative carers In! 
preference to dowers, do ; 
Bronson Albery at The Top 
Flat, 65 Beak Streec, London,, 
win 3LF. i 

ARBC 1 D - Anne, on Sunday, 
April 6 th peacefully at king 
Edwazd VU Hospital. Wife of, 
the late Hyuan Arbald,! 
sister of the late Maurice 
Swphasy and the late Peggy 
Weber, steter-lB-law of Joan 
Stepbany and Sol Arbeid. 
Funeral Service at Golden 
Green Crematorium at 
1230pm today, Wednesday 
9th ApdL Memorial Service 
at 8 pm this evening at The 
West London Synagogue, 
Upper Berkeley Street, 
London Wl. 


BARKER - Captain Nick C3E 
DL Royal Navy on April 7th 
at home. The most 
courageous nun, beloved 
husband, father, and 
grandfather. The Funeral 
win be on Saturday 12th 
April at 2 o’clock at St 
Michael and All Angels, 
Alwlnton, Northumberland, 
A service at Thanksgiving 
wffl be hold on Wodwcda y 
Juns 11th at All Hallows by 
the Tower London St 11 am. 
AH enquiries either to the 
Boyal National Mission to 
Deep Sea Hshermen - Tab 
0171 487 5101 or G.T, 
Bogevson ft Son in 
Northumberland - Tel: 
01669 640216. Family 
flowers only but do n ations, 
to tim tUMU Sf would be 
most gratefully received. 


DEATHS 


BCECROFT - Dana, on 6 th April 
1997, aged 40. Peacefully 
after a fight against Alness 
faced with great courage, 
c alauw s ami dignity. Deoriy 
loved wife of Lionel. Much 
loved by aU her family. An 
exceptional and special 
friend to all who knew and 
lowed hen Funeral Service at 
St Martins Church, Docking 
on Monday, 14th April at 12 
nooo. Flowers and donations 
(Princess Alloa Hospice) to 
be sent to J. Stonemaa, 
Doran Court; Behnmr Boad, 
Bedhtll, KH1.6AZ 
BESUCHET-SEUGMAN 
Elisabeth Hlldagraee, 
devoted wife of Blaise, died 
at Umtr home In Swtmedaad 
on April 5th 1997. She was 
the cherished daughter of 
Elisabeth and Peter 


TICKETS FOR SALE FOR SALE 







loved and admired. There 
will be a Service of 
Thanksgiving In May to 
commemorate a wonderful, 
but too ebon, life. 

BIBBY - Sandy (Howard 
Morton) on 6 th April In 
hospital following a car 
accident. Born 1918; 
educated at Oondla School 
end St John's College 1 
Cambridge; Joined ibe BNVK j 
and then J. Hbby and Sons of 
Liverpool Goodbye with our j 
love from Us wife 
Constance and cons Colin | 
and Peter. Funeral 12 noon I 
Monday 14th April, Bron-y- ' 
Mur Crematorium, Dtacsth : 
Boad, Colwyn Bay. No 
flowers please. Funeral! 
Director Arwyn Boberts i 
0174 5 812935. 

BOOTE • Henry James, MAE, 
peacefully on April 3rd 
1997. Funeral service at 
Holy Trinity Chnrcb, 
Stratford-upon-Avon, on 
Thursday April 17th at 
11-30 am. Family flower* 
only. Donations If wished to 
AUftotaaer'b Disease Society, 
3 MaXbnok Bead, Putney. 
London SW36 6 UK 

BROOKBfl - Marla 

(Min) on April Sth 
peeeefuny. Beloved wife of 
Jim (<U993) and mother at 
Peter and Blcherd. 
Cremation at bmen. 
Leatbethead, at 430 pm an 
Friday 18th ApriL Flowers 
and enquiries to F.W. Chi try 
6 Co, 45 Ebagrove Road, 
Wegbridge* Surrey (01932) 


COOKE - Arthur Harold died 
peacefully April 7th 1997 
aged 84. Loving husband of 
Rita, darling Daddy to Alisa. 
Brendan and Uenin, deoiarr 
brother of Flattie and much 
loved Grandpa to his ten 
grandchildren. "Life will 
never be quite the same 
again**. Funeral 230 pm 
Friday April 11th 1997 at St 
Peter and St Paul, Lower 
Brafles, near Ba nb u r y, Oxon. 
Family flowers only. 
E nquiries to k Locke A Son, 
Lower Brafles. tab (J9160S) 
685274. 

DAVEY - Peacefully at the 
home of his son on Sunday 
April 6 th 1997, Dfc. David 
Garnet Durey OBH. MSe. PhD. 
Dearly loved husband of the 
late Elizabeth Gale and 
father of Katherine, Angela 
and Peter; also a devoted 
grandfather and gzent- 
gramlf a rfv et. Funeral Service 
cm Saturday April 12 th In 
the Service Rooms of Robert 
Samson Ltd, 175 Xing 
Street, Broughty Ferry, 
Dundee et 1020 am to 
which all friends are 
respectfully Invited. 
Cremation thereafter 
private. 

DAWSON - Nannie on April 
Sth aged 84. Whrten of the 
Birmingham Settlement 
1947-1955. Principal PSW 
Earls Conn CGC- Bn qn iri e s 
toLevertons 0171 48S1989 

POSTS* - Pamela peacefully 
on 6 th Aprn, be l oved widow 
of Lndo and much loved 
mother and grandmother. 
Funeral 14th April 430 pm. 

GLOVBt - Doctor John Arnold 
at Folkestone. Kent, peeved 
away on 4tb April 1997. No 
flows please. Donations if 
desired to the Medical 
Benevolent Society eta 
Hambxook Sr Johns, 1 
Dymchmch Bond, Hytho. 

COOT - Mrs Katherine Mazy 
(Molly) aged 82, mother of 
MJLJ. Guest, passed away 
pvw tiBftiD T^^ron^Sriugd^ 

zest In peace. Funeral 
Service to be bold at 2 pa on 
Thursday 24th April 1997 at 
St Leonard's, Sam ley, i 
followed by private j 
eramatkm at Salisbury. J 

HOmOCttS - Jtas suddenly on ' 
April 7th, dearly beloved 
husband, father and 1 
grandfather. Cremation at. 
Weeley Crematorium 15th 
April at 1445. Flowaxa to PJG., 
Oxley. High Street, Friaum : 
ox donations to the British; 
Heart Foundation or Boyal j 
Masonic Benevolent Fund, i 


HOmatSOM - Qo April 6 th, In 
Pembury Hospital after a 
brave light against Alness, 
John Gabriel Dearly loved 
husband of Janet, loving 
father and grandfather. 
P riva te cremation. Service of 
commemoration Tuesday 
April 22nd at 230 pm at St 
Albans Church Fraat. No 
flowers please, donations If 
desired to Muscular 
Dystrophy do T.W- Boorman 
Funeral Services, 31 Mount 
Ephraim, Tonbridge Wells, 
Kent TH4 BAA. TeL* (01892) 
541070. 

HM-Nora 0»»« G riuiuu oO. 
my beloved wile my 
Swimlahe, Srcsoleke tar ever, 
died 1st ApriL Cremation at 
Golden Green today, 9th 
April at 3 pm. Donations to a 
charity of your choice. 

JOAD - Doctor Margaret died 
4th April 1997, widow of 
Peter OneaUll Andrews and 
mother of Nicolas and 

Chariona. Formal at St ltaiy 

the Virgin, Blsbopst one, near 
Swindon, Wiltshire, at 
X30pm Friday April Uth. 
Flowers or donations to 
Packer and Slade, P/D, City 
Bmk ImlCiiucwiu, Gbs. 
GL7 1LG. 

KEfTH-LUCAS - Prof. David 
Keith-Lucas CJL, HA, 
Hosjase. FJJtacZLB, FJfng, 
HonFbAsS. (HonJAJAJJ. 


SS KStJfSSSS; 

4881 _ on April 6 d> 1997 aged 86 
p eacef ully peacefully la heephaL Much 
red widow joved husband of Phyllis 
ich loved (Everazd, afcr Whom) ami of 
rhe lata Dorothy (nav 
1430 pm. Robertson), devoted father 


and Christopher and a taring 
grandfather. Cremation 


Em bert on Parish Chmch on 
24th May at 230 pat- 

Enquiries please RW. Meson 
A Sons, Mh (01909)611112. 

KETTLE - John Anthony, of 
Newport FagneU. retired 
from the ILEA, on 7U> April 
1997, at the Efosptee of Our 
Lady end St John, WHtan, 
MUtoa Keynes. Requiem 
Mass at St Beds's Ornrch. 
Newport Pagnen on Friday 
11th April at 12 noon. No 
flow ers bat donations to 
WHIan Hospice wo lcuia s. 

LAYTON - On 5th April 1997, 
Ida 91st birthday. Erie John 
Of Farnham. Surrey. Funeral 
Aldershot Crematorium 
Friday Uth April at 230 pm. 
D onations In Hsu of flowera 
to ARC c to Tbom-Leggstt, 
FetarefMd Road. VfltiuUll, 
CTOS 9AS. 


KING - Janet. On 7th April 
1997, at home In her Slat 
year, after a painful fUness, 
borne with courage, humour 
and dignity. Adored wife of 
Peter, Mummy of Ra and 
Bosnia and sister of Mary. 
Funeral at St Stephen’a 
Church, Lansdown Road, 
Bath at 2 pm on Wednesday 
16th ApriL Family flowers 
only please. Donations to 
Dorothy Boom or Cancer 
Besearcn do Hooper a Sons, 
13 St James's Parade, Bath. 


LEIGH * Michael John PHD. 
FBSC. Peacefully at ham on 
6 th April aged 54, dearest 
husband of Pauline, much 
loved father of Victoria and 
James and beloved sen of 
HOwaid and Mary. Funeral at 
Chelmsford Crematorium 
2pm Friday 11th ApriL No 
flowers by request, bat 
donations If desired to 
Cancer Research Campaign 
180, Queens Boad, 
Bnekhnisc Hffl, Essex IG9 
SBD. 


LLEWBJLYH - John Lister CBS. 
ML peacefully at home at 
JtayfonL Wottog. Surrey on 
Saturday 5th April 1997 
aged 90 years. Funeral 
Service at Church of St 
Edward the Confeesor, 
Sutton Green, Guildford, 
Surrey, on Pririay 11th April 
1997 at 3 pm. Family 
fleem only, i hneittnne to 
Cancer Research or Surrey 
Voluntary Association for 
the mad. All en qui ries to 
Cyril B. Love grove F.D, 
Woking. Ttti (01483) 


Woking. 

778466. 


LOVeONOVE - Peacefully on 
7 th ApriL Nan, adored wife 
of Hugh end much loved 
mother of Jennie and Geoff, 
grandmother of fulls, Mapey 
and Jessica and great* 
grandmother of Tommy and 
Aimrita. Funeral Service on 
Monday 14th April at 
230pm at Am Church of St 
Georg*. Ktnurii St George, 
near Creerfcerae, Somerset. 
Family flowers only or 
■ donations to Cancer 
Raseeirti do E. White fc Son. 

128-139 East Beach, 
Tnnnton, Somerset, TA 1 

3 UK. 


MacCALLUHl - On 4th April 
Major Laurence Eric 
MacCallum M.C., No.2 
Commando and former 
Tennis Umpire, passed away 
after a long tones*. All who 
knew him are invited to the 
funeral at Friary Church of 
the Holy Spirit, CM worth, 
near Gulldfoxd. at 2JE pm 
on Tuesday 15tta April. 

. Private cremation at 
Gotlrtford Crematorium. No 
flowers but If desired 
donations to the Comm a n do 
Benevolent Fond. 


NEWMAN - Frank Christ opher | 
PhD, B3c, G. Ghent, FKCS, 
died suddenly aged 67 on 
March 27th la Cornwall. 
Dearest Husband of Moyra 
and Father of Tim, Mel, 
Neeea and Phil. Retired 
Director of ILP. Chemicals, 
Member of the Court of 
Worshipful Company of 
Homeia. Missed by all Ida 
family and many friends. 
The funeral has already 
taken place. 


PASCALL - Elisabeth on 
Saturday 5ih April at 
Cbaries Disney Memorial 
Home. Nairobi Sister of On 
Kenneth Bold of BexhlB-on- 
Sea. East Sussex. A very 
great friend to many people. 
Cremation private. 
Thanksgiving Service at 
Lady Chapel. All Sajnts 
Cathedral, Nabob!, at 11 am 
Friday 11th ApriL 


POUTZER - Peacefully on AmH 
4th 1997, Diana, widow at 
Konald, dearly loved 
stepmother of Caroline and 
Bever l ey, much loved mother 
of Clare, Ylekl, Tessa and 
NtgaL dearest sister of Jane 
and an adored Granny. 
Funeral Service at 
Tunbridge Wells 

Crematorium Monday April 
14th at 1230 pm. Family 
flowers only, donations If 
desired to Alxhaimvr'e 
Disease Society. 


HAMPTON - Alan Godfrey, late 
at Buckles Hard, Hants. On 
5th ApriL 1997 in hospital, 
aged 90 yuan. Much loved 
rather of Sarah and 
grandfather to Hugo, Sophie 
and Kollo. Service at 
Harrogate Crematorium, 
(Yorkshire) on Monday 14th 
April, 1997 at 230pm. 
Further details e/o H.W. 
Carter. Funeral Directors, 
01642 700208. 


SEATON-REtD - Vera (nde 
Buyers) of Brighton and 
Have, peacefully in a 
nursing home on 7th April 
1997, In her 89th year. 
Funeral at Woodvale 
Crematorium, Brighton. 230 
Tuesday 15th ApriL Family 
flowers only but donations 
to JR 8 FCA if desired may be 
sent to Attrae ft Kent, 108 
Church Hood, Norn BN3 2ER. 

TILLEY - Suddenly In Leighton 
Hospital, Crewe, aged 39 
years. Nigel, loving husband : 
of *Cesea and adored father 
of Luke, Dean and Dexter of I 
Bridgemere, near Nontwtah. 
Funeral at Crewe 
Crematorium on Tuesday ; 
April 15th 1997 at 11 am. 
Flowers by choice. Any 
enquiries to F.J. Trastdder A 
Son. tab (01270) 626653. 

WENTWORTH - Elisabeth 
Barbara. On April 8 Ui 1997 
peacefully In her sleep. 
Dearly belovod wife of 
Michael, mother of Caroline, 
Roderick and Edward and 
stepmother of Jin, Elizabeth 
and Nicholes. Funeral at AH 
Saints Odtham 3 pm 
Thazsday April 17th. Family 
flowers only. Donations In 
Hen U desired, to The Royal 
National Lifeboat 

Institution. 

YOUNG - Nancy May. On 2nd 
April, 1997, peacefully In 
hospital after a brief Illness, 
aged 87. Nancy, of Priors 
UiflOD, Warwickshire, 
formerly of Worford. Suffolk, 
was the much-loved sister of 
Keith and aunt to Adam and 
Simon. 


BIRTHDAYS 


ANDREW TR0TMAN Enter* hi* 


WANTED 


PRE 1940-e clothes. Ham face, 
tans, patchwork quilts, embtoi- 
derlen umplan, oriental ero¬ 
des. shawm, textile*, wran* 
leweneiy etc 0171 229 MIR 


ABSOLUTELY ALL: Sport, Pop * 
Theatre. Bought & Sold. 0171 
394 8283 Fra 394 8272 


ALL AVAIL: Phantom, nil theatre, 
M.Jackson. TBmjnon. Wbnblo- 
Ojg "II snow 0171 480 0183 


AU. AVAIL Phantom, Saigon etc 
All pop Glastonbury. Cheapest 
In London. 0171 240 0800 


ALL SPORTS. Wimbledon, con- 
l cam, ihovs me available 
017*839 5303 


ALLTICWETS M Induon. Phil Col. 
Use, C Dfonq, oil aubr pop, 
npon * theetiefH71 crass 


ANY TICKET obtained. Theatre. 



OOLEX 8 CAATIER wanted Hid 
P**** Bk 0171 49S 
8992 or rish 31 Parit Lane Wl 


■foer Cttp, Prom*. Tbwatra/ 
UaCiHi A all BWipyllnn 

9TO Mi**" 1 


ALL TICKETS 

Wimbledon "97, 
RqpJ Ascot, Ryder Cup, 

grand prjx 
WORLDWIDE 
U2. M. Jadeson. 
Jamlroqmn. 

Phaaloin, Saigon etc, 

ALL SOLO OUT EVENTS 

0171 247 4123 


ALL TICKETS 

JH2SKU£?° N ‘w 

BRlTTSH GRAND PIUX 
ROYAL ASCOT 
FRENCH OPEN TENNIS 
RIDER CUP 

ENGLAND V AUSTRALIA 
PILK1NCTON Cljp FINiJ 

HENLEY ROYAL REGAT^a 
MICHAELJACKSON 
ULSUPERTRAMI* 
GLASTONBURY 
Afl Sparta, Pop & Won Fnd 
■hrabu. 

017/323 4480 
Gl Portland Enta 


A A NEWSPAPER dated very day 
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Obituaries 


PROFESSOR SIR MALCOLM BROWN 


°PtDi 


Si- 



Professor Sir Malcolm Brown, 
FRS. geologist, died on March 27 
aged 71. He was born on October 
5,1925. 

W ith the death of Malcolm 
Brown, science has lost 
one of the foremost mem¬ 
bers of its immediate post¬ 
war generation and die International 
geological community one of its best 
loved and most respected colleagues. 
As a prolific and inspired researcher 
Brown won a worldwide reputation for 
his contributions to penology and was 
one of the few scientists outside 
America to be invited by Nasa to work 
on the samples of lunar rack brought 
. tack by the Apollo II mission. As a 
(f 1 lecturer first at Oxford and then, from 
1967 to 1979, as Professor of Geology at 
Durham, he had a long and distin¬ 
guished teaching career. And as Direc¬ 
tor of the British Geological Survey, 
from 1979 to 1985. he guided that body 
through a difficult period in its history, 
overseeing its restructuring and 
modernisation, and greatly enhancing 
the quality of research. 

George Malcolm Brown was bom at 
Red car in northeast Yorkshire and 
received his early education at 
Chatham School. He entered the RAF 
in 1943 and during his training 
attended a short course for RAF cadets 
at the University of Durham. There he 
encountered Lawrence Wager, recently 
appointed Professor of Geology. 77»e 
influence.exerted by Wager and by his 
subject brought Brown back to Dur- 
* ham as an undergraduate on his de- 
T mobilisation in 1947. He graduated 
with a first in 1950; Wager regarded 
him as the best student he ever had. 

Moving to the Chair of Geology at 
Oxford in 1950. Wager took Brown 
with him as a research student, setting 
him to work on the layered ultra basic 
igneous complex of the island of Rum. 
Brown made a marvellous job of this 
research, further developing ideas 
enunciated by Wager in his seminal 
study, with W. A- Deer, of the 
Skaergaard Intrusion in East Green¬ 
land. This fruitful line of research 
culminated in the publication of Lay¬ 
ered Igneous Rocks (19618) which com¬ 
prised a worldwide review of layered 
complexes, undertaken by Brown in 
collaboration with Wager and complet- 
ed by Brown after the latter's death. 

Brawn’s interests in igneous petrolo¬ 
gy were strengthened by his participa¬ 
tion in Wager and Deer’s 1953 East 
Greenland geological expedition to the 
Skaergaard area. On his return, he 
was elected to a Commonwealth 
(Harkness) Fellowship and went to 
Princeton University, 1954-55. 

Brown was appointed to a new 
lectureship in petrology at Oxford in 
1955 and in 1965 was elected one of the 
founder fellows of the new graduate 
college of St Cross. He proved an 
inspiring teacher and an exceptionally 



good supervisor of research students. 
His own research expanded to encom¬ 
pass work on the isle of Skye and in the 
Bushveld complex of South Africa, and 
a major investigation, undertaken with 
Wager, into some of the volcanic 
islands of the West Indies. His experi¬ 
ence was further broadened try a 
fellowship at the Geophysical Labora¬ 
tory of the Carnegie Institution in 
Washington. 1966-67. 

In the autumn of 1967. Broun took 
up the Chair of Geology at Durham, in 
succession to Kingsley Dunham, who 
had moved on to the directorship of the 
Geological Survey. His direction of the 
department was positive and imagina¬ 
tive. further enhancing its already 
enviable reputation. His utter integrity 
and clarity of thought, coupled with 
kindliness and a sense of humour, 
stood him in good stead in university 
affairs, as Dean of the Faculty of 
Science and a Pro-Vice-Chancellor- 

Brown was selected by Nasa as one 
of the small number of scientists 
outside the United States to participate 
in the hinar research programme, and 
much of his research in his earlier 
years back at Durham was concentrat¬ 
ed in this field. His inspired and 
meticulous petrological work on the 


samples of moon rock recovered by the 
Apollo M space mission brought him 
an international reputation, and in the 
years following the first moon landing 
he was constantly in demand as a 
speaker at conferences the world over. 

Brown's research output was formi¬ 
dable and he was author or part- 
author of several books on petrology 
and lunar srudies, and of some 120 
scientific papers. He was elected to the 
Fellowship of the Royal Society in 1975. 

He was one of the best-informed and 
most broadminded of geologists, and h 
was. therefore, fining that he was 
selected once more to succeed 
Dunham, this time as Director of the 
Institute of Geological Sciences (as the 
Geological Survey had become: howev¬ 
er. to everyone's relief, in 19S4 Brown 
changed the name to the British 
Geological Survey). 

His period as director (1979-I9S5) was 
one of particular difficulty- further¬ 
more. unlike some of his predecessors, 
he had had no previous experience of 
public service. He had to face cuts in 
funding and the Butler inquiry’ into the 
function and justification of the sur¬ 
vey's existence. The move to centralise 
the survey’s operations at a new 
headquarters near Nottingham, in¬ 


volving relocation of hundreds of staff, 
was under way when Brown took 
office, but he oversaw the bulk of it and 
set an example to senior staff when he 
moved his office to the new rite in 1983. 

As director be reorganised the man¬ 
agement structure to give more flexibil¬ 
ity to the way in which scientific 
research was conducted, but also in 
recognition of the need id manage the 
careers of individual scientists. One of 
his most important contributions was 
to encourage the use of the multidisci¬ 
plinary team concept to break down 
barriers between the sabdisdplirtes of 
the science, in order to enrich the 
quality of research being done. 

In 1985 he wrote BGS’s first terms of 
reference and saw to publication of the 
first strategic plan, which established 
the framework for the modem BGS. 
The year 1985 also saw the official 
opening of the new headquarters and 
the survey’s 150th birthday, which 
Brown celebrated with a series of open 
days that gave thousands of visitors 
direct access to the work of the 
organisation he was now proud to 
serve. 

On retirement. Brown was knighted 
in the Queen’s Birthday Honours of 
1985. The informal intimation that the 
honour was as least as much for his 
scientific work as for his directorship 
gave him the greatest pleasure. Addi¬ 
tional honours that came his way 
included, as well as his Fellowship of 
the Royal Society, the Wollaston Fund 
Award (1963) and the Murchison 
Medal (1981) of the Geological Society, 
and honorary doctorates from 
Leicester and the Open University. 

Brown's survey post, as the top 
geologist in government service, car¬ 
ried responsibilities as geological ad¬ 
viser to various govemmenf depart¬ 
ments, and to" a number of 
governmental and industrial organ¬ 
isations overseas. He was also chair¬ 
man of the board of directors of 
Commonwealth Geological Surveys, 
concerned with development pro¬ 
grammes in the 35 nations of the 
Commonwealth. These links, together 
with others in industry and the 
academic world, meant that Brown 
went into retirement with an active 
professional future to which to look 
forward. 

He became a consultant to the 
United Nations and also served as a 
member, and later diairman, of the 
board of the International Geological 
Correlation Programme, under die 
aegis of Unesco and the International 
Union of Geological Sciences, though 
this last phase of his career was cut 
shore by his last, unexpected illness. 

Malcolm Brown’s first marriage was 
dissolved in 1977. His second, to Sally 
Marston in 1985, was blissfully happy, 
and they made a most effective team; 
she survives him. together with the two 
step-daughters he acquired through 
her and to whom he was devoted. 


STUART COLLINS 


Stuart Collins. CB. chief 
inspector of audit. 
Department of the 
Environment, 1968-76. 
died on March 26 aged 
81. Hewas born on 
February 24,1916. 

STUART COLLINS played a 
leading rote in die develop¬ 
ment of local government 
audit. Over the course of 
almost 20 years in which he 
held positions of increasing 
influence, he helped to bring 
about great changes in his 
field. His far-sighted views 
also laid the foundation for die 
establishment some years 
after his retirement, of the 
Audit Commission for Local 
Authorities in England and 
Wales. 

Stuart Verdun Collins was 
educated at Plymouth College 
and entered the Civil Service 
as an audit assistant in the 
Ministry of Health in 1934. 
After training, war service and 
extensive local government 
audit practice in Lancashire, 
he was appointed district au¬ 
ditor in London in 1958. There¬ 
after he was deputy chief 
inspector of audit, 1965-68, and 
chief inspector, 1968-76. 

While London district audi¬ 
tor. he served as honorary 
secretary of the District Audi¬ 
tors’ Society and through that 
office also was able to exert 
significant influence on the 
development of district audit 
He was concerned to evolve 
close relationships with other 
accountancy bodies, particu¬ 
larly the Chartered Institute of 
Public Finance and Accoun¬ 
tancy. to which he was elected 
a member in 1968. 

As chief inspector. Collins 
ran the District Audit Service: 
he also advised ministers on 
local government finance. 
There was an obvious danger 
of political influence being 
brought to bear on the former 
role via the latter, although 
there were powerful safe¬ 
guards against this. But such 
was Collins’s strength of char¬ 
acter that there was in any 
case never the slightest chance 
of this occurring. 

Collins was influential in 
bringing about important 
changes to the structure of 
local government audit. Be¬ 
fore the Local Government Act 
of 1972 most local authorities 
were wholly or partly subject 
to district audit, but there was 
a residue which had either 
“elective" or “professional" au¬ 
dit Neither of these arrange¬ 
ments had the rigour of the 



district audit system, particu¬ 
larly as to the accountability of 
members and officers. 

The 1972 Act provided for a 
single system of audir whether 
the work was carried out by a 
district auditor or an auditor 
approved by the Secretary of 
State. Local authorities were 
given a choice of auditors, but 
not a choice of system, and 
most of them chose district 
audit. 

Collins was a strong advo¬ 
cate of the single system, but 
he also argued that an inde¬ 
pendent body was needed to 
appoint and supervise audi¬ 
tors. His recommendation 
was not taken up in the 1972 
legislation for England and 
Wales, however, though the 
idea was later adopted in the 
1973 Scottish legislation which 
set up the Commission for 
Local Authority Accounts. 

Undeterred, Collins re¬ 
turned to the need for an 
independent body to supervise 
the audit function in the 
evidence he gave to Sir Frank 
Layfield’s committee of inqui¬ 
ry into local government fi¬ 
nance. 1974-76. 

The Layfield committee 
backed the proposition, but 
there was no effective action in 
support of it until Michael 
Hesel tine’s initiative which 
resulted in the establishment 
of the Audit Commission in 
1983. when Collins saw the 
fulfilment of his ideas. 

Complementary to these 
structural changes was the 
development in district audit 


of more systematic auditing, 
and its extension to the review 
of management controls and 
value for money. Collins en¬ 
couraged these developments, 
which initially did not meet 
with general approval in local 
government. He established 
specialised auditors in. for 
example, computing, who de¬ 
veloped techniques which 
were well in advance of others 
in the same field. 

All of this was carried out in 
spite of continuous staffing 
problems. Pay and staff num¬ 
bers were related to Civil 
Service arrangements and 
caused difficulties when app¬ 
lied to what amounted to an 
independent profit-making 
audit practice. 

Collins was appointed CB in 
1970. He was much admired 
for his independence and lu¬ 
cidity of mind. His far-sighted 
direction of district audit and 
his development of links with 
others in the same field were 
undoubtedly factors in the 
development of the accountan¬ 
cy profession as a whole. 

On retirement he returned 
to his West Country haunts 
and his love of sailing, as well 
as the practice of his extensive 
DIY skills. 

His first wife, Helen, whom 
he married in 1942. died in 
1968. In 1970 he married Joan 
Walmsley, the widow of a 
colleague. She survives him 
together with two daughters 
from his firsi marriage and a 
step-son and two step-daugh¬ 
ters from his second. 


TO MO YU KI TANAKA 


-id:‘ 


Tomoyuki Tanaka, film 
producer and creator of 
GodriOa. died in Tokyo 
on April 2 aged 86. He 
was born in Osaka on 
) April 26,1910. 

A SHREWD Japanese busi¬ 
ness mind seems an incongru¬ 
ous progenitor of a creature 
like Godzilla — a towering 
reptilian beast belching radio¬ 
active flames from its prehis¬ 
toric maw. But it was 
Tomoyuki Tanaka, the head of 


production at the Toho Movie 
Company, who dreamt up this 
science fiction monster and 
sent it into action, stamping 
impetuously over the Tokyo 
skyline, strewing famous 
landmarks in its path and 
crunching passing trains in its 
mouth on the way. 

His invention proved an 
enormous success. There was 
something unintentionally ri¬ 
diculous about this 400ft beast 
which, thumping along in a 
path already beaten by King 


Kong, caught the popular 
imagination. A series of more 
than 20 Godzilla films fol¬ 
lowed. The cumbersome levia¬ 
than did tattle with a 
mammoth moth in Godzilla 
versus the Thing (19641 and 
fought fiercely with a stupen¬ 
dous shrimp in Godzilla ver¬ 
sus the Sea Monster il9bo). 
The tail-lashing dinosaur with 
its pylon-melting breath be¬ 
came something of an icon of 
kitsch. Gradually Godzilla 
turned from villain into hero. 


He foiled a world takeover 
plot of giant cockroaches in 
Godzilla versus Gigan (J972) 
and saved Japan from a 
monster born of waste and 
bloated on factory fumes in 
Godzilla versus the Smog 
Monster (1972). 

Although in his long life 
Tanaka produced some 200 
films, many of artistic distinc¬ 
tion. Godzilla remained his 
favourire brainchild and when 
the studio finally had the 
creature “put down" just 16 
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months ago it was said that 
Tanaka never got over it 
Tomoyuki Tanaka began 
work at the Toho film studios 
in 1940. By 1953. a year after 
the American occupation of 
Japan had ended, he had 
beoime head of production. 
But by this time he found 
himself facing a decline in 
Japanese cinema, eclipsed by 
blockbusters from America. 

It was The Beast from 
20 WO Fathoms. Eugene 
Laurie’s film about a rampag¬ 
ing monster, unthawed from 
millenial slumber tty the heat 
of an atomic explosion, which 
caught Tanaka’s imagination 
in his first year as head of 
production. It was inevitable 
that it should have done so. 
The Japa nese suffer¬ 

ing from post A-bomb trauma, 
A few months previously the 
Americans had exploded an 
H-bomb, many times more 
powerful than the two atomic 
ones used on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, on Eniwetok in the 
Marshal] Islands, some 2,000 
miles southwest of Japan. 
Then in 1954 another had been 
exploded on Bikini Atoll. Its 
fall-out afflicted the crew of a 
Japanese fishing boat. Lucky 
Dragon, one of whom died of 
radiation sickness. For the 
Japanese anything which con¬ 
nected the ideas of America 
and nuclear explosion evoked 
powerful emotions. And the 
acute Tanaka, quick to recog¬ 
nise the symbolic potential of 
The Beast from 2D WO Fath¬ 
oms, created an apocalypitc 



monster of his own. The name 
of the fishing boat became the 
inspiration for Godzilla. 

Commissioning a script 
from Shigeru Koyama, a sci¬ 
ence fiction writer. Tanaka 
went on to work with the 
special effects genius Eiji 
Tsubuyaya. Unlike The Beast 
from 2ODO0 Fathoms which 
had been mechanical, God¬ 
zilla was a man dressed in a 
monster suit, left free to ram¬ 
page among miniature models 
of dties. In Japan it was called 
“Gojira”. a name which, de¬ 


rived from the nickname of a 
brawny studio hand, was a 
conflation of the first syllable 
of gorilla and the last two of 
kujira which means whale. 

When Godzilla, King of the 
Monsters, the dubbed Ameri¬ 
can version of Gojira, was 
released in 1956 the Japanese 
film industry was lifted out of 
the doldrums. It achieved 
worldwide success at the box 
office. Additional footage was 
added to the American version 
of the movie, introducing the 
actor Raymond Burr as a 


classic hard-boiled detective, 
and certain scenes of the 
devastation which the mon¬ 
ster wreaks on Tokyo were cut 
out — they were thought to be 
too poignantly reminiscent of 
Hiroshima. The film which 
had been terrifying to the 
Japanese — a warning of 
apocalypse — seemed oddly 
ridiculous to the Americans. 

Over the course of more 
than 20 sequels, despite in¬ 
creasingly sophisticated ani¬ 
mation techniques, Godzilla 
steadily lost his capacity to 
terrify. Tanaka collaborated 
profitably with American 
companies on increasingly lu¬ 
dicrous Godzilla adaptations 
and his beast became some¬ 
thing of a freelance do-gooder, 
saving the world from the 
threat of a motley assembly of 
gargantuan aliens. 

Aside from Godzilla. Tana¬ 
ka was the producer of several 
historical films including 
among many others, Kihachi 
Okamoto’s Japan's Longest 
Day (1967) and the magnifi¬ 
cent epic Kagemusha (Shadow 
Warrior, 1980), which was the 
first Japanese film in almost 
25 years to win the Golden 
Palm Grand Prix Award at 
Cannes. 

Tanaka rose within the 
Toho Movie Company to be¬ 
come chairman of foe board of 
directors and eventually chief 
executive producer. But God¬ 
zilla remained always his 
monument. 

Tomoyuki Tanaka was mar¬ 
ried. He had three children. 


A DAY IN COURT. 

Mary Dobie was indicted for stealing 
a quantity of linen and other property 
belonging to the Earl of Charlemount. 
and Richard Dobie. her husband, was 
charged with receiving the same, know¬ 
ing it to be stolen. The female prisoner 
was a servant in his lordship's establish¬ 
ment. A policeman stated that he went 
to foe house of the male prisoner, and on 
searching his boxes, found a sword and 
some table linen, part of the stolen 
property. Lord Charlemount was exam¬ 
ined from the bench, and stated that 
both the prisoners entered his service in 
1830, but having no forther occasion for 
a groom, he recommended the man as 
coachman to another nobleman. He had 
ever entertained foe highest opinion of 
them, and great confidence was placed 
in the woman. - Both prisoners were 
found Guilty. Mr Phillips said that Lord 
Charlemount had been robbed of 
jewellery to the amount of 3,0001., and if 
the prisoners knew anything about it. 
perhaps at the 11th hour they would 
make an atonement The Recorder said 


ON THIS DAY 

April 9,1838 


One spontaneous incident of levity 
contrasted with the grim threat of 
transportation that hung over the court 
all day. 


that offences of this description must be 
severely punished, as an example to 
others, and he sentenced them to seven 
years' transportation. 


John Barton, aged 63. was indicted for 
stealing several articles of bed-furniture, the 
property of Christian Butcher, Hannah Abel, 
and other persons. The prisoner pleaded 
guilty to all the charges. Several persons 
spoke of his former respectability, and the 
prisoner put in a pedrion stating that he was 
ruined by taking the Grafton Amts upon false 


representations, and paying 1.100 l. He was 
sentenced to one year’s hard labour. 

At 1 otJock foe Grand Jury came into court, 
and complained that having got through all 
the bills but one. they had been wailing half 
an hour for a witness. If foey were to be fous 
delayed, they should have other presenta¬ 
tions. and be detained until midnight, which 
was roo bad after devoting 12 hours daily 
during foe week. The bill remaining was 
connected with a robbery committed an hour 
before. The Recorder intimated that it was a 
case of speedy justice, and they must do their 
part of foe duty as quick as passible. The 
gentlemen retired and shortly came m to court 
in a trot, which caused great laughter, and foe 
foreman, almost out of breath, presented his 
last bill, which, he said, was the 296fo foey 
had disposed of. The Recorder congratulated 
them, and they were then discharged. 

E. MCarthy was sentenced to seven years' 
transportation for robbery. She threw herself 
on the door and yelled m a frightful manner, 
vociferating the' most dreadful oaths and 
imprecations. She defied the exertions of all 
the turnkeys and it was not until several 
policemen rushed to the dock that she could 
be carried out of oourL 
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Major encourages Hamilton 

■ John Major strengthened his support for Neil Hamilton last 
night when he insisted that he would not bend to threats from 
people who wanted the former minister forced out 

The Prime Minster suggested that Mr Hamilton’s right to 
stand for Parliament while protesting his innocence of the cash- 
for-questions charges against him had become a matter of 
principle that should be upheld irrespective of the damage it 
was doing to the Government-Pages 1,9-14.19,20,36 

Bell stays cool under fire 

■ Martin Bell broke cover from his campaign HQ in 

Knutsford for his first press conference in the Tatton 
constituency and met a heavy barrage from Neil Hamilton and 
his wife. Mr Hamilton claimed a moral victory but Mr Bell 
said he now knew he was going to be the new MP-Page 1 


Canberra retires 

A dinner hdd on board the P&O 
liner Canberra in Southampton 
marked the 15th anniversary of 
her joining the Falklands task 
force. She will be taken out of 
service in September-Page 2 

Canoe deaths lawsuit 

An activity centre that paid thou¬ 
sands of pounds in compensation 
to the parents of four children 
who drowned in the Lyme Bay 
canoe tragedy is suing the Gov¬ 
ernment for damages —Page 3 

Life of luxury 

Britain's best paid union official, 
a British Airways steward, has 
been dismissed for assaulting a 
member of a rival organisation 
who was taunting him about his 
luxurious life_——..Page 3 

Father’s agony 

The father of two boys drowned 
on a fishing trip in the Bristol 
Channel described the agony of 
living with the knowledge that 
one had died for him-Page 4 

Roux tastes defeat 

The restaurateur Michel Roux 
feces a E400.000 tax bill after an 
unsuccessful High Court battle 
on over tax avoidance on his pen¬ 
sion scheme--Page 4 

Tmderbox heathlands 

Many acres of heathland are at 
risk from fire as. the dry weather 
makes dead gorse and heather 
vulnerable to arsonists and care¬ 
less visitors__Pages 5,21 


Meat hygiene 

About 11,000 butchers' shops 
across the UK will be forced to 
spend up to £20,000 improving 
hygiene as a result of the official 
report into Scotland's E-ooli food 
poisoning epidemic_Page 6 

The birth of galaxies 

Astronomers at Durham Univer¬ 
sity have produced a complete 
description of the evolution of the 
galaxies, beginning a few hun¬ 
dred thousand years after the Big 
Bang-Page 8 

China out of favour 

President Clinton faces growing 
anti-Peking sentiment from both 
parties in Congress, which threat¬ 
ens to give him a rough ride this 
summer in his attempts to boost 
trade with China_Pages 6,21 

How Titanic sunk 

The Titanic was sunk by six nar¬ 
row slits on her starboard side 
and not by a huge gash to her 
bow, French and American 
divers have found_Page 16 

Looted art on show 

Nearly a thousand works of art 
which were looted from French 
Jewish families by the Nazis went 
on show in Paris in an attempt to 
find the owners-Page 16 

Italian fiasco 

Uncertainly over Italy's immi¬ 
nent military intervention in Al¬ 
bania threatened to bring down 
Professor Romano Prodi’s Centre 
Left Government—Pages 17,21 


British skins feel force of the sun 

■ A week of brilliant sunshine brought Britain’s earliest 
sunburn warning when the Cancer Research Campaign gave 
warning of the risk of skin cancer. The London Weather Centre 
said the maximum unprotected period in the sun at this time of 
year should be25-30 minutes for people with fair skins and 40- 
45 minutes for those with average skins-Pagel 



Colonel Tommy Tucker, Common 
Parliament from die steps of Royal 


and Seijeant-at-Arms for the City of London, proclaiming the dissolution of 
ge. He prefaced the proclamation with the traditional “OyezI Oyez! Oyez!” Page 1 


Store ware: Tesco notched up 
another victory over J Sains bury in 
the battle of the superstores by 
overtaking it in group profits for 
the first time_Page 25 

Halifax: The building society has 
revealed details of the share deal¬ 
ing service that it proposes to offer 
to shareholders__ Page 25 

Barings victims: Thousands of 
Barings bondholders, who lost 
£275 million in the 1995 crash, can 
expect to hear details shortly of a 
compensation offer—-.Page 25 

Markets: The FT-SE 100 index fell 
2.4 points to dose ar 4269JS. Ster¬ 
ling’s trade-weighted index fell 
from 99.4 to 99.1 after a fall from 
$1.6297 to $1.6236 and from 
DM2.7879 to DM2.7779.... Page 28 


Football: Manchester United's two 
matches against a Dortmund team 
packed with German internation¬ 
als may be the most momentous 
double yet for their manager, Alex 
Ferguson-Page 48 

Golf: Tiger Woods is seeking vic¬ 
tory in the Masters, an event in 
which no black golfer was invited 
to play until Lee Elder qualified in 

1975_Page 46 

Cricket: The vexed issue of women 
joining MCC, die world's most 
famous cricket dub. will be dedded 
by its membership in the next 
year_Page 48 

Racing: Nearly 12 million people 
watched the BBC's live coverage of 
the rearranged Grand National, 
making it this year’s most-watched 
sports event on TV-Page 43 






Feeble Faust ENG'S new produc¬ 
tion of 77ie Damnation of Faust 
was expected to provoke riots but in 
fact the mast dynamic audience 
reaction was a yawn-Page 33 

Russian roulette: Kenneth Mac¬ 
Millan'S Anastasia may lack nar¬ 
rative thrust but it has brilliant 
choreography. The Royal Ballet 
doesn't quite do it justice...Page 34 

Circle line: How Richard Eyre has 
defied the architecture of the Nat¬ 
ional Theatre to turn his largest 
auditorium, the Olivier, into the¬ 
atre in the round...Page 35 

Rising star At 27 Paul Gladstone 
Reid has composed a rock opera 
and a string quartet, founded a jazz 
orchestra, played solo piano — and 
has an Albert Hall premiere this 
month .—.Page 35 


IN THE TIMES 

■ FILMS 

Geoff Brown reviews 
The People Vs. Larry 
FlynU starring Woody 
Harrelson 

■ BOOKS 
Laurence Norfolk on 
the end of empire; Peter 
Ackroyd on Edward 
Fitzgerald 


mm 


Breaking point The pressure on 
those who have to work, and on 
men in particular, has never been 
greater. And it can have tragic 

consequences_Page 19 

Nlgefla Lawson: “It is astonishing 
the amount of excitement and agi¬ 
tation generated by apathy at the 
moment” -...Page 19 

Wrap attack: Designers give sum¬ 
mer frocks a new slant.Page 18 


Brenda Maddox: Good soundbites 
are rarer than you think. A few 
little words blurted out by accident 

are a different matter. Page 36 

Brian MacArthur reports on how 
Tony Blair won the battle for the 
front page.Page 37 


While Tony Blair dines on fish and 
chips, John Majors advisers seem 
to think they’ve pulled off a coup if 
they get him to roll up his 
shirtsleeves. If British voters are 
really so fond of the common touch, 
why was such an extraordinary 
person as Margaret Thatcher so 
popular? Mr Major seems to be 
squandering the prestige that befits 
his office. A few more weeks of this 
awkward posing, so embarrassing 
to behold, and voters will probably 
check off Tony Blair just for visual 
relief — The Wall Street Journal 


Preview: How the pressures of 
work can lead to tragedy. Modem 
Times (BBC2,9pm). Review: Mat¬ 
thew Band on a change of leading 
man ai Murder One. Pages 46 47 


Motes and beams 

It is a pity that yesterday's report 
from die Joint Council, Unemploy¬ 
ment and the Future of Work, 
should undermine its own author¬ 
ity with polity prescriptions neither 
economically wise nor ethically 
courageous --— Page 21 

Closed for business 

Spring has come to Washington 
but its process of government is in 
hibernation. Six months after re- 
election Bill Clinton holds power 
without a programme-Page 21 

Tinderbox Britain 

For the third year running Britain 
faces water shortages and hosepipe 
bans. Are seven lean years settling 
over us?.- -Page 21 


JOHN MAJOR 

Since we were last told that this 
Government was about to lose an 
election, the average family Jias 
gained £1.100 more spending 
money a year after tax and 
inflation--Page 20 

SIMON JENKINS 

The more distant the taxer from the 
taxed, the fester taxes tend to rise. 
This means that by refusing to 
allow local tax discretion. Mr Blair 
will risk not one perjury but two. 
Local government did for Marga¬ 
ret Thatcher by seducing her into 
the community charge catastrophe. 
It has done for Mr Major by forc¬ 
ing him to put up central taxes. 
Who knows what horrors it has in 

store for Mr Blair?-Page 20 

SIMON BARNES 
Closure of Hickstead would be the 
flattening of the twin towers, the 
ploughing-up of Centre Court the 
damming of the Thames at Temple 
Island. A chunk of national life 
would disappear— -Page 42 


Professor Sir Malcolm Brown, 
geologist Tomoyuki Tanaka, cre¬ 
ator of Godzilla: Stuart Collins, 
district auditor-Page 23 


Water resources; speech therapists; 
arts funding; choices in childbirth; 
Italy and Albania--Page 21 


THE TIMES CROSSWORD NO 20,449 



ACROSS 

I It may save one cast beside fiery 
pit (6.7). 

9 Girl’s bade, getting stuck into the 
bottle in local (9). 

10 This capital Cockney pronounces 
bother (5). 

11 Keats and Yeats did. but don't (5). 

12 Avoid refuse coDedor (41- 

13 Sulphur discharge cut - reduced 
by halt for a start (4). 

15 Typeof Oriental letter set in metal 

m- 

17 Setoff, sharing trip(7). 

18 Leader of team knocked m a 
comer (7). 

20 Domestic pet potting meat back, 
mostly (7). 

21 Fire poet overlooking line (4). 

22 Return of potentially shocking 

corruption (4)- 

23 Small amount of earth? Motet’s 
turned in a small amount (5). 

Solution to Puzzle No 20.448 


nsissaa aaanmsga 
Esnanniaa 
BHcsnaasaa 33333 
tansaaaaH 
HffitUHtanEi aaaaaaa 
h n 0 3 a s id 
fflaana sigaaaaaa 
0 s @ a a a 
Qaaaaaaa aaaaa 
a ® a □ a □ a 
□msaaisa aaaaaaa 
Eng a a a a a 
HEnsg saaaaaaaa 
Basaaaaa 
QBSHHaaa aacaaaa 


26 Remove Tunes before completion 
of puzzle (5). 

27 Shun an interminable boozer - 
get away quickly (3.3.3). 

28 Similar role e’d transformed in 
opera (7,6). 

DOWN 

1 Play providing part on the boards 

(S.6). 

2 Same twice, since score went 
missing (5). 

3 Watch line that’s a feature of 
American parade (6,4). 

4 It's used in bridge buildmg, and is 
thus encased in tin (7). 

5 Having a list of very rich? (7). 

6 Painful account horribly heart¬ 
less (4). 

7 Various tensions about limes 
following equal opportunities pol¬ 
ity P-Q- 

8 Not leaving after an argument, 
perhaps (14). 

14 Star performer’s right in depic¬ 
tion of holy Virgin Mary (5,5). 

16 out of dnb one golfers don't 

play with! (9). 

19 More than one machine starts to 
develop electrical faults (7). 

20 From which a drawer needs to 
pull out easily (7). 

24 Some defiver socialism - the left 
(5). 

25 Doctor inexplicably disliked skin 

ffl. _ 

Tunes Two Crossword, page 48 
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Latest Road and Weather conditions 
OK Weather- AD regions 0330 444 910 
OK Koadi - AH regfons 0330 401 410 
tnMcM25 0336 401740 

M2S and Link Raids 0330 401 747 

Nukus! Motorways 0330 401 748 

Continental Eimopc 0330 401 910 

Channel crossing 0330401 388 

Motoring to Huthrow 

A Gxnridt airports 0330 407 SOS 




Weather by Fax 


0330 407 SOS 


Dial 0335 Mowed by area number from yew (ax 
WtRConry 410X34 Scotland 410 340 

WUk 410 IIS N-Irdand 414 341 

Midlands 410 330 London 410 343 

oISxm NrfontiM*- 

N.VUBSC 410 3X8 Weather 

ME*t 410 339 410 397 

Myf.y M 
■ rouoA. runiM 

Inshore him fornsscs 410 390 

Wofld City Weather &DaMfcflfe 
153 dettMorawaiMwUe 
6 titey forecast 

by Phone dal 0330 411310 

ty Pox (index page) 0330 410333 

Motoring 

Europe Gantry by Country 0330 401 88S 

European ftnl costs 0330401880 

French Motorways 0330 401 887 

Saparcnfemoiioa 0336 401 882 

Bwytadhrts 0330401 409 

Le Shnafe 03X0401 89S 


\AA\ Car reports by tax 

new and used or reports from 
dwAAmmof IK can 0330 410 399 

DUftemyaorh, handset, 
you may torn 10 set to pen racer* mode 


Cab ire darned x 45p per mkiute diosp rate. 
50p per mane x afl ocher ones. 
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□ General: England and Wales will 
be dry with sunny spells at first, but 
doud and patchy light rain wifi affect 
northern England and later North 
Wales. It should be quite warm In 
most places. 

Scotland and Northern Ireland will 
be dry with sunny spells after a band 
ol cloud and light rain dears away to 
the south during the morning. Rain 
may reach northern Scotland later in 
the day. Warm in most places, but 
temperatures nearer average in the 
North West. 

□ London, SE England, E Anglia, 
Central S England, E Midlands, W 
Midlands, Channel teles, SW Eng¬ 
land, S Wales: Dry, sunny periods. 
Wind mainly light, easterly. Warm. 
Max 19C ( 66 F). 

□ E England, N Wales, NW Eng¬ 
land, Lake District, Isle of Man, 
Central N, NE England: Dry. bright 
or sunny intervals. Becoming more 
cloudy for a time, perhaps with some 
patchy drizzle. Wind light and vari¬ 
able. Max 16C.(61F). 


□ Borders, Edinburgh & Dundee, 

SW Scotland, Glasgow, N Ireland: 

Qoud and patchy light ram clearing 
away, leaving a dry day with sunny 
spells. Wind light, northwesterly, 
becoming moderate, westerly. Max 
14C (57F). 

□ Aberdeen, Central Highlands, 

Argyll: Cloud clearing to leave sunny 
spells. Wind light, northwesterly, 
becoming moderate, westerly. Max ’ 

13CC5SF). . . . 30 

□ Moray Firth, NE Scotland, NW ’ 

Scotland; Dry with sunny spells, but 

becoming cloudy later. Wind westerly, 13 
moderate, becoming fresh. Max 11 C 
(52H- j* 

□ Orkney, Shetland: Sunny spells iC 1 

and scattered showers. Cloud win vT 

be increasing Irom the west, bringing * ^ 

rain later. Wind fresh, westerly. 
becoming strong, southwesterly. Max 
9C (48 F). 


LJ Outlook: Dry, sunny spe 
northern Scotland, perhaps 
south later. 
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Changes to chart below from noon: high E will 
move northeastwards and deepen 
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Profits overtake arch-rival 

Tesco pulls 
clear of 
J Sainsbury 


TESCO notched up another 
victory over J Sainsbury in 
the battle of the superstores 
by overtaking it in group 
profits for the first time. 

In the 12 months to Febru¬ 
ary 22 pre-tax profits rose to 
£750 million from E685 million 
a year ago. Salisbury's issued 
a profir warning in January, 
saying that its 1996-37 group 
profit will be between £640 
million and E650 million. 

The results drove Tesco’s 
shares Ip2p higher to 364p 
and also dragged shares in 
rival superstore groups Asda 
and Safeway higher in their 
wake. Asda was up 4*2p to 
112p and Safeway rose the 


By Sarah Cunningham 

same amount to 369p. Of the 
big four, only J Sainsbury — 
displaced by Tesco from the 
top spots in market capitalisa¬ 
tion, market share and now 
profits — saw its shares fall 5p 
to 328p. 

Tesco’s like-for-like sales 
were 7 5 per cent higher dur¬ 
ing the year and 6 per cent 
higher in the first four weeks 
of this year. The current sector 
average is nearer 3 per cent. 

The company noted a sharp 
fall in supermarket inflation, 
which has come down from 3.5 
per cent last year to 1 per cent 
in recent weeks. The 1 per cent 
is mainly from petrol: some 
foodstuffs, particularly fresh 
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Tarmac weighs up 
suitors for Castle 

By Paul Durman 


TARMAC. Britain's largest 
construction group, is consid¬ 
ering two offers for Castle 
Fiant Services, its plant hire 
business. Neville Simms. 
Tarmac chief executive, said 
Castle will be sold if the price 
is right 

Castle, which includes the 
plant hire business acquired 
as part of last year’s asset 
^swap with George Wimpey, 
"has560 employees and annual 
sales of £60 million. Robin 
Hardy, analyst with Panmure 
.Gordon, suggested that it 
could be worth about £50 
million. 

Tarmac is keen ro reduce its 
borrowings, which, at E350.6 
million, represent 45 per cent 
of shareholders' funds. 

Tarmac yesterday reported 
annual pre-tax profits of EI0.5 
million (£2)3 million) after 
£65 million of restructuring 
costs in the wake of the Wim- 
* pey deal. Operating profit 
from the continuing construc¬ 
tion and building materials 


businesses rose nearly 30 per 
cent, to E124 million, mainly 
because of operations ac¬ 
quired from Wimpey. 

Annual savings from the re¬ 
organisation will be E38 mil¬ 
lion, nearly twice the original 
target. This helped to lift 
Tarmac shares lip, to 115p. 

Mr Simms said that the 
current year had begun welL 
and the outlook was more 
positive than for some time. 
He believed a Labour govern¬ 
ment might make it easier to 
secure funding for private 
finance initiative work. 

Problems with the design 
business created from the 
former PSA Projects led Tar¬ 
mac Professional Services to 
lose £4.7 million. 

A Z5p final dividend, due on 
June 20. keeps the total at 53p. 
just covered by earnings (be¬ 
fore exceptional items) of the 
same amount, down from 75p 
in 1995. 

Tempos, page 28 


produce, have seen dramatic 
price falls. 

However. City worries 
about the fall in inflation were 
offset by reassurances about 
stable profit margins. Tesco 
continues to attack costs in the 
supply chain. It has already 
cut £20 million and is aiming 
for £100 million savings. 

Analysts either left their 
forecasts for the current year 
alone or edged them up to be¬ 
tween £805 and E810 million. 

Lord MacLaurin of Kneb- 
worth. who retires as chair¬ 
man in June, said market 
share rose from 13.7 per cent to 
14.5 per cent in the year to 
December 1996, putting it 2 
per cent ahead of J Sainsbury’, 
still its nearest rival. 

He dismissed talk of a new 
supermarket price war: “If 
anyone starts a price war now 
it will be very short term." he 
said. The petrol price war of 
last year, which has now 
ended, cost Tesco £35 million. 

Lord MacLaurin also dis¬ 
missed speculation that Tesco 
may deride to bid for, or join a 
consortium to bid for. the 
Lirtiewoods chain of 135 high 
street shops. Tesco has re¬ 
ceived the sales memoran¬ 
dum, but is "fully occupied" 
with recent acquisitions. 

Tesco bought Associated 
British Foods's Irish food re¬ 
tailing businesses last month 
for £630 million. Lord Mac¬ 
Laurin said he expected the 
deal to receive European Com¬ 
mission approval in the next 
few days and for Tesco to take 
control of the Irish stores at 
the end of this monih. 

Gearing at the year end was 
I9J per cent, but the ABF 
acquisition has since pushed 
this up to about 40 per cent 
Tesco is planning to invest 
£100 million in its central Eur¬ 
opean business this year and 
about £15 million in Caneau. 
its French chain. It has al¬ 
ready added one French store 
this year and has plans to 
open a second large store in 
Budapest. In 1998 ir aims to 
add a further six to eighr stores 
in Centra] Europe. 

Closer to home, the 
handover of Clubeard Plus, 
the Tesco loyalty card now 
held by 190.000 customers, 
from NarWesf to Royal Bank 
of Scotland. Tesco’s new per¬ 
sonal finance partner, is under 
way. An enhanced version will 
be launched in the early 
summer, quickly followed by 
Tesco Personal Finance's first 
major product, a credit card. 

Tesco expects to open 2b 
new stores in the UK in the 
coming year, equal to 600,000 
square feeL A further 200,000 
sq ft of selling space will be 
added through extensions. 

Earnings per share wen? 
233p (21.9p). A final dividend 
of 7.1p fb.65p), due on July 1- 
gives a total for the year of 
10-35p (9.6p). _ 

Pennington, page 27 
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Brian Ivory, chief executive of Highland Distilleries, 
celebrates a 12 per cent rise in half-year pre-tax profits 
to £25 million and a dividend of Zip Tempos, plage 28 

Barings offer to 
be made soon 

By Robert Miller, banking correspondent 


THOUSANDS of Barings 
bondholders, who lost E275 
million in the 1995 crash, can 
expect to hear details shortly 
of a compensation offer. 

Inquiries by The Times have 
established that complex ne¬ 
gotiations, brokered by the 
City Disputes Panel, are near¬ 
ly complete, with a number of 
parties contributing to the 
settlement. Any deal will need 
court approval. 

Those in line for the payout 
include many elderly inves¬ 
tors who bought into one or 
more of the three bond and 
loan note issues, attracted by 
high interest rates. Others to 
receive compensation pay¬ 
ments are expected to be the 
large life and pension funds, 
such as Legal & General and 
Scottish Amicable. 

The investors are split into 
three categories: Those who 
invested in the first $150 
million note issued in 1986, 
followed by a second $150 
million note, issued in 1994. 


and the 1994 fferpetual Bond¬ 
holders. Investors in the 1994 
issue should fare better than 
the others because the money 
was lent onto one of the 
companies in the Barings 
securities arm that is still 
trading. Their payout will not 
cover the full amount Iosl 

The 1994 Bondholders will 
not receive anything like the 
full amount invested and the 
sum is likely to be nearer 25 
per cent of the original invest¬ 
ment. The Barings preference 
shareholders, however, will 
receive nothing. 

The main contributors to 
the settlement, which will fall 
far short of the total lost are 
believed to be the parties, and 
their insurers, which are be¬ 
ing pursued through the law 
courts. These include C&ze- 
nove, BZW. part of Barclays, 
Hoare GovetL the broking 
arm of ABN Amro, the Dutch 
bank, and Coopers & Lybrand 
and Deloitte & Touche, audi¬ 
tors to the Barings group. 


1 Big screen shoots a winner for Cassell 



Field of romance: Colin Firth and 
Ruth GemmeO, stars of Fever Pitch 


SALES of Fever Pitch, the novel by 
Nick Hornby about a football fan. 
have increased fivefold since the 
release of the film version, starring 
Colin Firth, according to Cassell, the 
independent publishing company. 

Fever Pitch. Hornby’s first book, 
published by Cassell in I99Z is back in 
the the top ten paperback non-fiction 
list. High Fidelity. Hornby's second 
novel is still in the top ten paperback 
fiction list after 48 weeks. 

Hornby's next book is not expected 
to be published until 199S and now 
Cassell is searching for another un¬ 
known author destined for the 
bestseller list "Our success has been 
spotting a book, a trend, an author. 


By Morag Preston 

and bringing them to the market." 
said Philip Sturrock, chairman of 
Cassell who acquired the company in 
a management buy-in from CBS. the 
US broadcaster, in 1986 and brought it 
to market eight years later. Last year’s 
launch of The Lost Gardens of 
Heligan. currently top of the non¬ 
fiction bestsellers list, helped to estab¬ 
lish Cassell as a profitable niche 
player, in spite of discount pressures 
from publishing conglomerates since 
the breakdown of the Net Book 
Agreement Since the sale of the Victor 
Golla/ta children's list for £870.000 to 
Penguin last year. Cassell has concen¬ 
trated on its general publishing, 
academic and religious divisions. 


Projects for this year indude a CD- 
Rom of the latest edition of the Casseti 
Concise English Dictionary, a new 
Terry Pratchett novel, and another 
cookery book by Mrs Beeton. 

Yesterday, Cassell reported 1996 pre¬ 
tax profits of down at £712,000 
(£736.000). However, 1995 were boost¬ 
ed by two exceptional credits totalling 
more than £1 million. Sales rose 10 per 
cent, to £24.4 million, giving rise to an 
operating profit of £1.15 million, 
against losses of £43.000 previously. 
Earnings were 8.6p a share, down 
from 8.9p last time The final dividend 
is held at 3p a share, leaving the total 
unchanged at 4.5p. The shares rose 
6hp to 91 *2 p yesterday. 


Freeman to 
rejoin 
Salomon 
from EBRD 
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RON FREEMAN, vice-presi¬ 
dent of the European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Develop¬ 
ment (EBRD), resigned yester¬ 
day to take up a high-profile 
position at Salomon Brothers 
in London. 

The respected Wall Street 
banker is returning to his for¬ 
mer employers as the most 
senior executive in charge of 
European investment upera- 
I lions. He will report directly to 
Deryck Maughan, the execu¬ 
tive chairman in New York, 
bypassing Peter Middleton, 
the chief executive in London. 

Mr Freeman spent 18 years 
at Salomon before being re¬ 
cruited in 1991 by Jacques 
Artali, the EBRD's founding 
president. M Attali left the 
bank in 1993, his reputation 
crushed by controversy over 
big spending at the EBRD’s 
lavish London headquarters. 

The search for a successor to 
Mr Freeman remained shroud¬ 
ed in mystery after the pre¬ 
ferred candidate first withdrew 
his name onfy to throw his hat 
back in the ring last night The 
candidate, who would be re¬ 
sponsible for the EBRD’s £2- 
billion per annum investment 
activities in Eastern Europe, 
was expected to be proposed to 
the board yesterday. 

The appointment, originally 
expected before next week¬ 
end’s annual meeting in 
London, has been overshad¬ 
owed by an internal dispute 
over the nationality of Mr 
Freeman’s successor. Accord¬ 
ing to a verbal agreement 
between the bank’s 57 member 
countries, the first vice-presi- i 
dent should be American. But 
Belgian bank employees are 
campaigning against the 
agreement in a bid to have one 


of their own appointed to Mr 
Freeman’s position. The 
EBRD yesterday denied that 
the delay was directly related 
to internal wranglings. 

It said: “The process is 
under way to choose a succes¬ 
sor. A candidate will be sub¬ 
mitted to the EBRD's board of 
directors as soon as possible.” 


The Halifax 
offers float 
share choices 

HALIFAX Building Soci¬ 
ety has given details of 
the dealing service that it 
will offer the eight million 
customers who will re¬ 
ceive shares when it 
makes its £10 billion stock 
market debut in the 
summer. 

Investors who deride to 
keep their shares will be 
able to hold them in a 
new Halifax “sharehold¬ 
er account” put them in a 
single company Halifax 
personal equity plan, or 
ask for a share certificate. 

Those who decide to 
sell will be able to do so 
free of charge for a cer¬ 
tain period of time using 
the Halifax's sharedeal¬ 
ing service 

The shares are expected 
to be worth an average of 
£1,300 per member. If the 
Halifax follows a similar 
pattern as the Abbey Nat¬ 
ional about a quarter of 
shareholders will sell in 
the first few months after 
the flotation. 
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Lloyd’s move 

Commercial Union has 
become the first big British 
composite insurer to become 
an active participant in the 
Lloyd’s of London insurance 
market by taking a half share 
of the Marlborough 
Underwriting Agency. 

Page 26, Tempos 28 

£lbn claim 

Shareholders in Sumitomo 
have launched a £1 billion 
damages claim against five 
executives for failing to 
prevent huge losses on copper 
trading. Page 30 



Midweek Offer only valid on Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday. 

Bookings must be made by 30tn April 1997. Travel must be completed by 12tb June 1997. 
BUT HURRY! There is limited availability. 

For details of this offer or our other daily scheduled flights from London Luton: 

Call 0541 500 300 


Debonair Eurostyie Vacations to Rome brochure now available. Call 01293 8S6006 


debonair 


Fare, shewn up cne way. eiduuw oi tax. Subject to avattutiry. 
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CU takes 
stake in 
Lloyd’s 

manager 

By Marianne Curphey, insurance correspondent 


PETER TR1EVNOH 


COMMERCIAL UNION is 
the first big UK composite 
insurer to become an active 
participant in Lloyd's of 
London by paying E2.9 million 
for half of Marlborough Un¬ 
derwriting Agency Ltd 
(MUAL). 

The deal, which had been 
under negotiation sinoe Janu¬ 
ary. gives CU access to three 
syndicates managed by 
MUAL. It also enriches the 
agent's eight partners. Known 
collectively as the Blenheim 
Partnership, they will share in 
the £2.9 million cash payment 

CU will acquire 51 per cent 
of MUAL, with an option to 
buy the remainder in five 
years. In the interim, the 49 
per cent stake will be held by 
the Blenheim Partnership. 


Bank chief 
warning 
on EMU 

By Alasdajr Murray 

EDDIE GEORGE. Gov¬ 
ernor of the Bank of Eng¬ 
land. yesterday issued a 
warning that moving to¬ 
wards a single currency 
without adhering to the 
Maastricht criteria could 
lead to economic weakness 
and high unemployment 
in Europe. 

Mr George, who was 
speaking at the Gulf Eco¬ 
nomic Forum in Bahrain, 
said the introduction of a 
single interest rale with 
EMU could prove to be 
inappropriate to the needs 
of different countries. 

He added that he did not 
see the single currency as a 
necessary complement to 
the single market, al¬ 
though he conceded that a 
single exchange rate 
would bring benefits. 


which will be seeking further 
underwriters to join the 
grouping in this period to 
expand the business, which 
has a capacity of £80 million at 
present Angus Sladen, man¬ 
aging director of MUAL, said: 
"We have not yet decided how 
the cash will be distributed, 
but the partners will be the 
main beneficiaries. However. 
I am 46 and I have no plans to 
retire. I intend to build this 
business up. 

“By the end of five years if 
CU exercises its option we 
hope ro have a bigger cake, 
which others can share in." 

MUAL manages Syndicates 
62 and 744 that write marine 
business, and 1047. which 
specialises in professional in¬ 
demnity business. 

Analysts said that the deal 
would have a minimal effect 
on CU‘s balance sheet Shares 
feU6Upto646 l 2p. 

CU said the business would 
be developed and managed 
independently from its other 
London market operations. 

Cees Schrauwers. manag¬ 
ing director of CU’s UK Non- 
Life operation, said: "We 
believe that the London mar¬ 
ket will continue to be of vital 
importance within the world's 
insurance markets. The recent 
reforms allow us to participate 
in Lloyd’s." 

CU said that MUAL's 1992. 
1993. and 1994 results were 
profitable, and satisfactory re¬ 
sults were forecast for the 1995 
account. 

Sir David Rowland, chair¬ 
man of Lloyd’s, welcomed the 
purchase, saying it represent¬ 
ed a significant vote of confi¬ 
dence in the future of Lloyd's 
and in the wider London 
market. 

Die Association of Lloyd's 
Members said that the deal 
signalled another shift in the 
ownership and control of 
Lloyd's business and, argu¬ 
ably. further eroded the rights 
of Lloyd's traditional names. 

Tempus. page 28 



BRYAN MOSS, vice<ftairman of Gulfstream 
Aerospace Corporation. leaving the world’s 
fastest long-range executive jet after it arrived 
yesterday at Stansted, from Los Angeles, in the 
record-breaking time .of nine hours and 13 
minutes, well ahead of regular commercial 
flights (Ion Ashworth writes). The $35 million 
Gulfstream V (GV) is on a week-long round-the- 
world flag-waving tour. Mr Moss flies on today 


to Hong Kong, en route to Beijing, Tokyo and 
New York. There are now 70 firm orders for 
the GV, which competes with the Bombardier 
Global Express, now undergoing flight testing. 
Die aircraft averaged Mach 0.8S to Mach 0.87 
on the UK leg of its tour, cruising at 45,000ft, 
and landed with four hours* fuel to spare. 
Gulfstream is controlled by Theodore "Teddy" 
Forstmann, the Wall Street corporate raider. 


Millions 
in freight 
grants 
left unused 

By Adam Jones 


MILLIONS of pounds set 
aside by the Government to 
encourage companies to use 
more environmen tally-friend¬ 
ly forms of transport have not 
been distributed. Between 1985 
and 1996. £70 million was 
supposed to be handed out by 
the Department of Transport 
under the freight facilities 
grant scheme. 

The scheme, introduced in 
1974. encourages companies to 
move freight by rail or inland 
waterway, rather than road. 
The grants are payable to¬ 
wards the capital cost of 
facilities and equipment, such 
as freight terminals. 

However, just £32 million of 
the budgeted £70 million was 
paid out between 1985 and 
1996. Much of the surplus 
money has been spent else¬ 
where in the department 

The amount of freight trans¬ 
ferred annually horn road to 
rail in that period dropped by 
about 33 per cent while the 
amount of road freight in¬ 
creased steadily. 

Yesterday, the Parliamenta¬ 
ry Committee of Public Ac¬ 
counts said: “The department 
[ofTransport! could have done 
more to promote the scheme to 
prospective applicants." 

Robert Sheldon, the com¬ 
mittee chairman, said he was 
astonished that before 1994, 
no account was taken of any 
reduction in congestion. 

The MPs also said the 
criteria for eligibility may be 
loo demanding. Applicants 
are required to provide ten- 
year traffic forecasts, in a 
sample period between 1992 
and 1995. only nine per cent 
were successful. 

A CBI spokeswoman said: 
“The Department of Transport 
hasn't promoted the grants eff¬ 
ectively. It also takes a long time 
to process them, which puts off 
business applicants." 


Cellnet to invest £57m in The Link 


By Eric Regcly 

CELLNET, the mobile phone 
company controlled by British 
Telecom, has agreed to invest 
up to E57 million in The Link 
the high street retailer owned 
by Dixons. 

The investment was des¬ 
cribed as a “strategic alliance" 


and will lead to the develop¬ 
ment of new telecoms prod¬ 
ucts. ft is expected to create 750 
jabs over the next three years 
by expanding The Link from 
its current 87 branches to more 
than 200. 

Cellnet paid E25 million for a 
40 per cent stake in The Link, 
and will contribute another £32 


million, depending on certain 
performance targets being 
reached. They relate largely to 
the number of Cellnet custom¬ 
ers recruited by Die Link over 
the nort five years. 

John. Clare. Dixons’ chief exe¬ 
cutive, said the Cellnet invest¬ 
ment will accelerate The Link's 
expansion. The chain was 


launched in 1994 and sells 
fixed and mobile phones, 
phone connections, faxes, pag¬ 
ers and personal organisers. 

In the year to April 1996, 
The Link reported a pre-tax 
loss of £2.9 million on turn¬ 
over of £21 million. Dixons 
expects The Link to make a 
profit this financial year. 
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YOUR CHANCE TO 
MEET JOHN MAJOR 
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Next Tuesday is your 
chance to tell 
John Major what you 
think about his 
government. You can 
also ask him what he 
would do with five 
more years in power. 
This is a unique 
opportunity for 
readers of The Times 
and The Sunday 
Times to have a say 
in the general election 
campaign with the 
most powerful man in 
the country 


The Prime Minister will speak for about 20 minutes before answering Questions from the audience. The 
event, to be held in central London on Tuesday, April 15, will take place between 8pm amd 9.30pm. 

Tickets, which must be booked in advance, are £10 each (£7.50 for students, pensioners and 
unemployed). To book your tickets simply telephone First Caii on 0171-420 0000. Lines are 
open 24 hours. There is no booking fee. All major credit and payment cards are accepted 


Report on 
gas from 
MMC nears 
completion 

By Christine Buckley 

INDUSTRIAL CORRESPONDENT 

THE Monopolies and Merg¬ 
ers Commission report that 
will determine whether BG. 
the former British Gas, must 
forfeit up to £650 million in 
revenues is on course for 
completion on Monday in 
spite of yesterday's last- 
minute appearance at the 
MMC by the gas regulator. 

The MMC must seek a 
postponement from Ofgas, the 
gas watchdog, if it wants to 
delay the report, but it has not 
yet sought one. The calling to 
the commission of Clare 
Spottiswoode, the gas regula¬ 
tor. fuelled speculation that 
the report may favour BG 
rather than the regulator. 

The row between Ofgas and 
BG is over price curbs 
planned by the regulator for 
Transco. the monopoly pipe¬ 
line business, with the valua¬ 
tion of the network a crucial 
factor in the dispute. 

Ms Spottiswoode had de¬ 
manded reductions in the 
prices that Transco charges 
the users of its network, in¬ 
cluding die demerged domes¬ 
tic hair of the old British Gas, 
Centrica, of 20 per cent next 
year and thereafter by 23 per 
cent less than the retail prices 
index for four years. Although 
the regulator modified earlier 
proposals, BG argued that the 
cuts would mean the loss of 
thousands of jobs and were 
based on. an unfair valuation 
of assets. 

Once ihe report is complete 
it will be sent to the regulator 
who must then pass an copies 
to the President of the Board of 
Trade and BG. 


Victory puts 
back launch 
of Virgin 
Clothing 

By Sarah Cunningham 

VICTORY CORPORATION 
is to delay the launch of its 
new Virgin-backed casual 
clothing business by six 
months. The business, which 
is now called the Virgin 
Clothing Company rather 
than Virgin Jeans, will be 
launched in the autumn rath¬ 
er than the spring of 1998. 

Victory, which floated on 
AIM last year, said yesterday 
that the launch had been put 
back because it wants to offer 
a wider range of products. 
Men’s shoes and accessories 
are being added to the jeans 
and casual clothes already 
included in the range, which 
will be sold through several 
clothing retailers. 

A spokesman said that fi¬ 
nancial projections for the 
next six months will be hit by 
the delay, but a quick recovery 
is expected after the launch. 
No profit is expected until the 
year 2000/ 

Shares in Victory, which 
came to the market at 58p 
amid a flurry of excitement 
over the involvement of Rich¬ 
ard Branson, the Virgin boss, 
have since fallen back to a low 
of 48p. Yesterday they rallied 
Ip to dose at 49p. 

Virgin owns 10.6 percent of 
Victory Corporation and sep¬ 
arately, 50 per cent of the 
Virgin Clothing Company 
and 30 per cent of Virgin 
Cosmetics. 

Virgin Cosmetics is still 
expecting to launch at the end 
of this year. Its first retail site, 
m south London, has been 
secured and it hopes for 
another three or four by 
Christmas. 
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Central banks sign 
supervision pact 

CENTRAL BANK watchdogs from the world's leading 
economies yesterday signed up to a new 25-pomt plan that 
is intended to strengthen international supervision and to 
improve cross-border co-operation- Under the auspices of 
the Basle Committee on Banking Supervision, and. with 
the endorsement of the central bank governors of the 
Group of Ten countries, the basic Basle pnnciplre will 
cover areas such as how to measure nsk in different 

jurisdictions. , , . 

Die Basle plan, which is also, backed by 15 emerging 
market countries, is intended to establish a framework 
within which bank regulators can collect, review and 
analyse prudential reports and statisneal returns. Dus is 
not just in a domestic context, but also within the 
international banking system. Die new bank principles also 
set out how supervisors “must require the local operations 
of foreign banks to be conducted to the same high standards 
as are required of domestic institutions". The principles 
add: “They must have powers to share information needed 
by the home country supervisors of those banks for the 
purpose of carrying out consolidated supervision. A 
spokesman for the Bank of England said yesterday: We 
welcome the Basle announcement as a major contribution 
to improving supervisory standards worldwide." 

Vymura payout rises 

VYMURA. the wallcovering manufacturer, raised pre-tax 
profits from £2.4 million to E4.4 million in the year to 
December 31 on sales up 17 per cent to £43.8 million. Total 
dividends rise from 4.7p to 5.0p after a rise in the final 
from 3.1p to 3.4p. Earnings rise from 7.10p to 11.9p. The 
company managed to reduce gearing from 40 per cent to 
zero during the year. First-quarter sales, however, are 
running slightly below the level's of 1996 although the 
group says cost reductions made last year are helping 
profit margins. The shares rose Ip to 181 bp. 

Frederick Cooper slips | ♦ 

FREDERICK COOPER, die specialist coatings, housewares 
and architectural hardware group, is maintaining the 
interim dividend at 0.85p a share after suffering a fall in pre¬ 
tax profits to £776,000 in the half-year to the end of January, 
down from the £1.7 million made last time. Profits were 
affected by a £1.1 million goodwill charge arising from a 
disposal. Earnings fell O.lp a share, from Z3p previously. Ed 
Kirk, chairman, said that the company remained concerned 
about the current strength of sterling, which adversely 
affected the profitability of exports. 

Royal Bank move in US 

CITIZENS FINANCIAL GROUP. US subsidiaiy of the 
Royal Bank of Scotland, is to buy a bank in Connecticut for 
$57 million. Citizens is expected to complete the cash 
purchase of Bank of New Haven from BNH Bancs hares, a 
holding company, in late summer. Last year. Bank of New 
Haven made a pre-tax profit of $2.1 million, up from $777,000;- 
in 1995. Royal Bank, which owns 76.5 per cent of Citizens, the 
rest being held by Bank of Ireland, said the deal is a logical 
extension of existing business in Connecticut 

Biocompatibles buy 

BIOCOMPATTBLES International, the medical coatings 
company, is issuing £7.44 million of shares and paying 
$10,000 (£6.100) in cash to acquire rights to Surfacine. a 
coating that kills a wide range of bacteria. The consideration 
will give Biocompatibles ownership of BioPolymerix, an 
American company, under a deal agreed in principle two 
weeks ago. Shares in Biocompatibles continued their strong 
run yesterday, rising 45p to £1237 1 2 — 87b p above the 
notional price of the shares issued for BioPolymerix. 

Oasis shows growth 

OASIS, the women’s fashion retailer, is planning to continue 
its expansion in the UK. Ireland and Germany after a 42 per 
cent rise in profits last year. In the 12 months to January 25, 
pre-tax profit was E15.6 million compared with £11 million a 
year earlier. Like-for-like sales rose 12.5 per cent last year. 

The number of stores increased from 82 to 108 and a further 
five opened in March. Earnings per share rose from 14.02p to 
19.51 p. A final dividend of 4.9p, to be paid on June 24, makes 
a total 7p (333p). Die shares were 12p higher at 398'a p. 

IBC advances 10% 

IBC. the conferences and publishing group, lifted pre-tax 
profits 10 per cent, to EL3.7 million, in 1996, helped by strong 
demand for its industry information services. Earnings were 
Z73p (25.ip) a share. A final dividend of 6p, due on May 30. 
lifts the total to 93p (8p). The strength of sterling shaved 
£500.000 from profits. IBC said. The company said that it 
could spend up to £35 million in acquisitions this year, 
probably in the publishing sector. Operating cashflow 
advanced 43 per cent, to £16.4 million during the period. 

QS reduces losses 

QS HOLDINGS, the clothing retailer, reduced pre-tax losses 
r ° £148,000, from E70Z000, in the 52 weeks to January 25. but 
the company is again passing the payment of a final 
dividend. Turnover improved to £593 million, from £54.4 
milhon with a 73 per cent rise in like-for-like sales in the 
second half. The company ended the year with net cash of £1=5 
million, compared with debts of £438,000 at the end of the 
previous year. The loss per share was 039p (I33p loss). There 
was no interim dividend (136p previously). 

Venture fund gains 

THE net asset value of Thompson Clive Investments, the 
'^capital fund, increased by 16.6 per cent to 4G25p in 
1996. Die return on ordinary activities, including unrealised 
investment gains, totalled £836 million (£14.93 million) 
before tax. Revenue before tax totalled £866.000 (£415,000). 

ln . c J uded a UK optoelectronics company 
ana a Ui> ruin providing products and services for Internet 

P®" 1Me rose fr° m 23p to 4.8p. A dividend 
of 33p (33p) is due to be paid on June 5. 
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□ Still doubts over supermarkets’ recovery □ Advisers’ plans for financial services □ Halifax’s little extra help 


sand 

f brochures, it 

^1. and 
one that has fallen apart under 
compennve pressure before and 
wiu do so again. 

A cartel is defined as a union to 
control prices. Illegal cartels 
meet in smoke-filled rooms. Le¬ 
gal ones, such as die super¬ 
markets, employ staff to visit 
each other's branches and check 
on prices, and then adust theirs 
accordingly. The effect, one 
might think, is the same. 

The opposite of a cartel is a 
price war. Verdict, the retail 
consultancy, upset an already 
nervous stock market in January 
by predicting two or three more 
years of price wars from the 
supermarkets. The grocers them¬ 
selves were worrying about an 
inexplicable fall m sales in the 
arst few weeks of this year. There 

havp Kaati — _ 


-- ---UgUJVJ 

from Tesco, the market leader 
still, that came in a month ahead 
or the rest of the big three. 

Lord MacLaurin, the chair¬ 
man, made two significant com¬ 
ments. The chances of another 
prolonged price war breaking 
out were not great. Tesco’s 
leadership in loyalty schemes, 
chose bonus cards offering de¬ 


Store Wars: special edition 


layed discounts on future pur¬ 
chases, was unassailable, always 
provided these were marketed 
properly. 

These two remarks should be 
preserved in a cool, dark place, 
and could provide useful exam¬ 
ples a few years hence of cor¬ 
porate hubris. Tesco sales grew 
by 6 per cent in real terras in the 
few weeks since its February 22 
year-end, double the market 
average- Impressive, even if that 
average itself suggests a recovery 
across the sector from conditions 
earlier this year. Extrapolating 
from industry data, Tfesco also 
says its market share had grown 
from 142 per cent last June to 
145 per cent 

The shares rose, as analysts 
marked this year’s profits esti¬ 
mates ahead. Shares in Safeway 
and Asda, this last seen as 
having lagged behind the rest, 
rose too: Sainsbury fell, on the 
grounds that Tesco’s market 
share gains must have come 
from somewhere, and the com¬ 
pany has become a convenient 
whipping boy. 

The argument is that with food 
price inflation running at next to 
nothing, and the price of im¬ 


ported goods falling sharply 
because of the strong pound, 
there is no scope for sales to rise 
naturally. The sensible option is 
to improve margins, and this 
means avoiding a price war. 

Splendid reasoning, but only if 
the cartel holds together, and 
there have been signs some 
smaller grocers are already cut¬ 
ting the price of commodity 
foodstuffs. Even legal cartels do 
not always behave sensibly. 
Those analysts busy marking up 
forecasts yesterday were notice¬ 
ably unwilling to translate this 
into formal buy notes. The food 
retailing sector could be in for a 
few more shocks yet. 

Passing the 
regulatory parcel 

□ LABOUR’S once-radical 
plans for City regulation now 
seem to have shrunk to a short 
Bill enabling the next chairman 
of the Securities and Investments 
Board to take over the rest of the 
known regulatory world, should 
he or she wish to do so. This is 
beginning to look inadequate. 

Many now agree that a struc¬ 




ture seating the SIB over second 
tier regulators is a better recipe 
for passing the parcel, and the 
blame, than for derisive action. 
The SLB's relations with the 
struggling Personal Investment 
Authority are particularly 
frustrating for consumers. 

Fiddling around with struc¬ 
ture again is not, however, likely 
to achieve much gain. Changing 
the Prescription, a manifesto 
being sent by the Independent 
Financial Advisers Association 
to election candidates, urges a 
more functional reform of what 
regulation of retail financial 
services is aiming to achieve. 

Gary Heath, the Association's 
chief executive, alleges that the 
vast cash and administrative cost 
of regulation is not earning 


much dividend in cu s t o mers’ 
faith in die industry’s products. 
He argues that more products 
need to be brought into the net tf 
customer are to understand and 
have faith in regulation. 

To that end, the IFAs suggest a 
general distinction between in¬ 
surance products covering the 
person and insurance covering 
things or services. All the former 
should come under retail finan¬ 
cial regulation, but not the rest 

Ministers will be tempted to 
put off any such reform until the 
EU gets round to its insurance 
directive in the next millennium. 
This could be a big mistake. 

The top priority is long-term 
care plans, the most likely source 
of a new scandal- Government 
plans to regulate them were 
forestalled by die election but 
even if a Labour" government 
gave them less encouragement, 
mis growing market needs more 
consumer protection. 

Meanwhile, the IFAs argue 
that directors of big pension, 
insurance and fund manage¬ 
ment groups should be person¬ 
ally liable for misconduct by 
their company. Since individual 
IFAs have found themselves at 


the sharp end of regulation, this 
insight suggests that personalis¬ 
ing blame is one element in 
regulation that works. 

Shares can go up 
as well as down 

□ THE Halifax has moved with 
customary efficiency to ensure 
the best of both worlds for its 
members. Those who want to 
stay in after this summer's 
flotation are offered an easy 
method, without any fiddling 
around with easily lost share 
certificates. Others are offered a 
free sale, a revolving door that 
carries them into share owner¬ 
ship and out again immediately, 
clutching the cash. 

Admirable — except that most 
members should delay taking 
such an easy exit. The Halifax is 
right to offer one, so Jong as it is 
not sold too hard. There will 
always be a minority who want 
nothing to do with the stock 
market, through ideological 
conviction or the sheer terror of 
owning shares and watching the 
value of their investment rise 
and fall each day. Market re¬ 


search by MORI, on behalf of the 
Halifax, suggests only a small 
proportion of the eight million 
members, less titan one in ten, 
may want to sell, but even a 
million people selling in the week 
or so after flotation creates a 
huge logistical problem. 

Instead, their shares wiH be 
bundled up for City institutions 
that would otherwise have to 
hunt around on the market for 
shares — and, heaven forbid, 
pay over the odds for them. 

It must be said, and it will be 
said many times in the next few 
weeks, that too early an exit from 
the Halifax may deprive inves¬ 
tors of significant later gains, as 
index-tracking institutions, for 
example, look to top up their 
holdings by the year end. Think 
of it as a wealth warning: the 
value of your Halifax shares can 
go up as well as down. 


Fever pitch 


□ AN analysis of football trans¬ 
fer fees by Bill Gerrard and Steve 
Dobson, given to the Scottish 
Economics Society, finds that 
panic buying by dubs in the 
relegation zone puts a premium 
of up to 28 per cent an prices at 
the spring transfer deadline. 
Many clubs recently floated to 
raise cash are in danger of 
relegation. No doubt it makes 
perfect sense for investors to pay 
through the nose for players. 


> RJB optimistic 
on prospects after 
reaching £ 189 m 

By Christine Buckley, industrial correspondent 


RJB MINING. Britain's big- new government from either 
gest coal producer, yesterday of the main parties would est- 
brushed aside fears for the abiish an energy policy that 
"3 long-term future of UK coal would ensure a role for coal, 
with optimism pinned on a Mr Budge said that it was 
new government's energy poli- important for jobs in Norting- 

cy and the company’s ability to hamshire and other mining 
Most efficiency. areas that British coal was not 

As the company, formed sidelined in favour of gas or of 
from the bulk of British Coal's coal from overseas. He said: 
English and Welsh collieries. “This country will need a long- 
announced a 9 per cent rise in term coal business. Without a 
pre-tax profits. Richard UK coal industry, we would be- 
Budge, chief executive, said come over-dependent on gas." 
that he was confident that a In the year to December 31, 
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Pakistan gas find 
fuels increase in 
Lasmo share price 

By Carl Morttshed 

LASMO, the oil exploration apparently visible from the 
group, has made an impor- moon." The well showed a 
tant gas discovery in Paki- flow rate of 17.7 million 
stan.'initial estimates from cubic feet per day and the 
the Bhit-2 well suggest the company reckons it could 
field, located in Western flow at 60 million cubic feet 
Sindh could contain up to per day. Lasmo will do a 
two trillion cubic feet of gas, comprehensive seismic sur- 
equi valent to almost a fifth vey this year followed by a 
of Lasmo's existing ofl and sustained drilling 
gas reserves. programme. 

Shares in the oil company The field is located in the 
jumped ffp to 234 p yesterday Northarconcession of which 
as the market assessed the Lasmo has 475 per cent with 
implications for Lasmo’s net Shell owning an equivalent 
worth. Richard Savage; ana- stake but the Pakistani Gov- 
lyst at Dresdner Kleinwort emment can acquire up to 
Benson, believes the field 20 per cent of the field, 
could be worth 10-ISp per Lasmo has an equivalent 
share. This is brilliant news interest in the adjacent 
for Lasmo. The field repre- Kirthar West concession and 
sents about 18 per cent of its this year acquired Bela North 
reserve base or 180 per cent of and South, two concessions 
estimated 1997 production." nearby. The country suffers 
The Bhit-2 well was drilled an energy shortage and gas 
withuut seismic data, A from the Bhit field could be 
spokesman for Lasmo said: linked to Pakistan's main gas 
“We drilled the well on the pipeline 65 kilometres away, 
basis of a surface geological or be linked to an electricity 
feature — a big dome which is generation project 


RJB Mining’s pre-tax in¬ 
creased 93 per cent to E1S92 
million, although sales fell 105 
per cent to £13 billion. The 
company was hit by deepen¬ 
ing losses at its Asfordby pit 
which was £19.9 million in the 
red, against £16-3 million the 
previous year. Mr Budge said 
that the pit where production 
methods have been changed, 
would break even this year. 

Cost reductions across the 
business, including this year’s 
pay freeze on higher-paid 
staff, remained fundamental. 
Mr Budge said. 

The final dividend, due on 
May 23. is set at lip, making a 
total for the year of 20p, up 25 
per cent on 1995. 

RJB Mining has confound¬ 
ed many critics with its 
profits since the sale of British 
Coal, but it faces increasing 
market pressures. Electricity 
generation is increasingly 
turning to gas. and world coal 
prices are falling, exacerbated 
for UK coal by die strength of 
sterling. 

Crucially, RJB also faces 
renegotiation of contracts with 
the generators after the expiry 
next year of long-term ar¬ 
rangements set in place by the 
Government when it sold 
British Coal. Mr Budge said 
that this week's deal with 
National Rawer for develop¬ 
ment of a clean coal power 
station underlined the future 
for UK coal. 

Talks wiih the generators 
are under way now to replace 
contracts that will end next 
March, and both sides are 
talking up the strength of their 
position. 

These are the first talks 
involving a privatised elec¬ 
tricity industry that has no 
commitment to buy British 
coal, although it is iogistically 
tied to taking substantial 
amounts because of the prox¬ 
imity of power stations and 
coalfields. Mr Budge said 
that no contracts had been 
agreed yet. 



Simon Keeble, finance director ; and Nicky Foulston reported a jump in pre-tax profit 


Brands Hatch in ‘pop’ talks 

By Fraser Nelson 

BRANDS HATCH, the motor racing circuit worth considerably more than the £100,000 
owner that is transforming its courses into typically received by Wembley Stadium. Miss 
multipurpose theme parks, is poised to stage Foulston met Jay Kay. Jamiroquai's lead 
the first pop concert in its 70-year histaiy. singer, when he used the course for a photo 
Nicola Foulston. chief executive, is in talks shook 
with Jamiroquai, the arid jazz band, with a The foray into pop concerts is part of the 
view to staging a concert at the 120.000- company’s ongoing commerialisation pro¬ 
capacity Brands Hatch course. If it goes ahead, gramme, including the construction of confer- 
the event is expected to bring in about £300,000 ence centres and corporate entertainment, 
in profit and wiD mark the course as one of the The company returned pre-tax profits of 

country’s largest pop venues. £2.12 million (£1.14 million) for 1996, in line 

Miss Foulston, who al 29 is the youngest with its prospectus forecast Earnings were 
chief executive of any listed company, said if I9.1p a share, and a maiden dividend of 03p is 
the event was to go ahead, it would have to be payable on July 9. 


Unions’ bank 
prepares to 
offer low-cost 
pension plans 

By Graham Searjeant, financial editor 


UNITY TRUST BANK, the 
financial services group con¬ 
trolled by trade unions, is 
planning to set up low-cost 
second-tier pension schemes 
and may compete in retail 
banking services after emerg¬ 
ing from a tough period of con¬ 
solidation after the recession. 

Sir Dennis Landau, chair¬ 
man, said that both Labour 
and Conservative plans for 
pensions were inadequate. 
“Neither party is brave 
enough to call for compulsory 
secondary pensions." he said. 
Merely converting a 5 per cent 
rebate of contributions from 
the state eamings-reiateef pen¬ 
sion scheme would not be 
enough, he argued. 

Unity made a record profit 
of £128 million in 1996, up 
from £541,000 in 1995. Its 
trade union and Co-operative 
shareholders will share a 
£109,000 dividend, the first 
since 1986, shortly after the 
bank was set up. 

Most of the improvement 
came from cutting start-up 
losses on joint ventures with 
Colonial, the Australian insur¬ 
ance group that is, ironically, 
about to shed mutual status. 
These include Jacques Martin 
Unity, which is developing 
industry-wide pension 
schemes for those not in 
company plans. 

Unity has cut its customer 
loan book from £45 million in 
1994 to E35 million, as it re¬ 
stricted new loans to credit¬ 
worthy existing customers. 
New bad debt provisions fell to 
£500.000. Gordon Beesley, 
managing director, confirmed 
that none of the trade unions 
that made temporary borrow¬ 
ings had defaulted. 

Unity has put on 1,000 new 
customers among charities 
and other social economy bod¬ 
ies. It now hopes to back new 
inner-city regeneration pro¬ 
jects and more housing associ¬ 
ation developments. Any move 
into retail financial services 
will be designed to minimise 


overheads, probably concen¬ 
trating on telephone banking 
and shared cash machines. 

Sir Dennis, formerly chief 
executive of the Co-operative 
Wholesale Society, also dis¬ 
missed the possibility of a hos¬ 
tile bid from Andrew Regan's 
Lanica Trust for the Cbop. 
“The whole thing is a non¬ 
sense," he said. There was 
therefore no reason for Lanica 
shares to stay suspended on 
the Stock Exchange, he added. 

Dewhirst 
confident 
of progress 

By George Sivell 

DEWHIRST GROUP, the 
clothing manufacturer, 
raised pre-tax profits from 
£223 million to £26.4 mil¬ 
lion in the year to January 
17 on sales up from £278 
million to E316 million. 

Earnings rose from 
Il.6tp to I3.61p. allowing 
total dividends for tbeyear 
to increase from 3h0p to 
435p. The group’s cash 
pile rises by £3.7 million to 
£26 million although capi¬ 
tal expenditure is expected 
to rise from last year’s 
£13.8 million. The shares 
rose5p to 1764 p. 

Profits from clothing 
rose from £19.6 million to 
£23.6 million on sales up 
from £250 million to E288 
million. Profits from toflet- 
ries rose from £224 mil¬ 
lion to £229 million on 
sales down from £292 
million to £27.9 million. 

Dewhirst says: The 
group has had an excel¬ 
lent start to the year. We 
look forward confidently 
to continuing the group's 
progress." 
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Sterling’s strength dents 
shares of British Steel 


I299L57 (♦! 10.73) 


727.61 {*003 


THE strong pound continued 
to cast a shadow yesterday, 
with British Steel the latest to 
have the shine wiped off 
shares as analysts downgrad¬ 
ed expectations. 

Its recent run was checked 
as analysts at Merrill Lynch 
and HSBC James Capel re¬ 
vised their figures to take 
account of currency fluctua¬ 
tions. Capel has moved from 
buy to hold, chopping 1997-98 
forecasts from £320 million to 
£200 million. Shares in British 
Steel fell 7p to 152'ap as nearly 
two million changed hands. 

Dealers reported a switch of 
focus from international com¬ 
panies exposed to currency 
changes towards domestic 
stocks. Overall, however, the 
markets lacked strong mo¬ 
mentum. with shares at their 
best putting on eight points, 
while mid-afternoon jitters as 
Wall Street opened lower 
knocked the index back 12 
points. At the close the FT-SE 
100 was off 2.4 points at 
4,269.3. on volumes of 700 
million. 

The strength of the US 
dollar lifted some companies. 
1CI added 6p to 720*2?, 
International fell back from 
earlier gains to end at Ell .27 1 a, 
up 3‘ap. while BAT was 5‘ap 
higher at 522‘ap. 

P&O was Il‘ap higher at 
629p after settlement of its 
dispute over port charges in 
Florida, while Hanson pro¬ 
gressed, up 9'ap to 290p. 

Tesco, confirming its top 
slot in the supermarket sector 
with a 10 per cent rise in 
profits to £750 million, had 
some of its thunder stolen by 

Asda. Tesco rose ll'ap to 364p. 

although the figures were in 
line with expectations, while 
Asda rose 4'ip to ll2p, with 
institutional buying on vol¬ 
ume of more than 27 million. 

J Sainsbury was left out of 
the party, dipping 5p to 328p 
after talk of a chunk of shares 
being placed at 326p. while 
Safeway, the current sector 
favourite, rose 4 l 2p to 369p. 

Fashion retailers were 
brighter, led by Oasis report¬ 
ing a 42 per cent rise in profits. 
Its shares rose 12p to 398 l *pas 
analysts upgraded forcasts for 
the current year to around £19 
million. Next followed, adding 
4*2p to 622p. and French 
Connection hit a new high, 
climbing 2p2p to 342 1 zp. 

Moss Bros added 7'ap to 
£14.05 on further consider 
ation of Monday's strong re¬ 
sults, while Laura Ashley was 
in demand again and picked 
itself up to add 13p to 



Tom Small left, and Jim Perrie, of Vymura. Ip higher 


144 l zpAmong other retailers 
DPS, the furniture group, 
sagged I9p to 521 * 2 p. reflect* 
ing. say dealers, an uninspir¬ 
ing sector. Dixons fell lOp to 
537»2p after selling a 40 per 
cent stake in The Link, its 
chain of retail phone shops, to 
CellneL 

RIB Mining was in de¬ 
mand again after reporting a 9 
per cent rise in profits to £1892 


a new find in the North Sea, 
but ended 2 f 2 p lower at 
617 l 2p. Sibir Energy, a new 
issue, climbed to a 5'ap premi¬ 
um on its lOp offer price on its 
first day of trading on AIM. 

Vymura, the wallpaper 
group, pasted up an 82 per 
cent rise in pre-tax profits to 
£43 million. Tom Smafl, chief 
executive, and Jim Perrie, 
finance director, reported en- 


Bid talk in the property sector helped MEPC edge 
to 4660, while Rowlinson Securities, a rather smaller fish m the 
market leapt 65p to 267*2 p after disclosing a bid^jprooch. 
ElSvSere, AIM^uoted Wedderbura retun^ after SUSpCn ‘ 
sion and its recent takeover deal to advance 6p, to 30p. 


million, ahead of City expecta¬ 
tions. Shares in the group rose 
7p to 397‘ap. 

Oils were helped by the 
firming price of Brent crude 
and news of new finds buoy- 

sa.TSa'&FBffB 

ranking with a near 5 per cent 
rise, adding lip to 234p after 
announcing a new discovery 
In Pakistan, while Enterprise 
03 edged higher on reports of 


couraging signs of recovery in 
the UK market, helping 
shares to add a penny to 
181 l zp. j 

Better than expected profits 
from Tarmac and a cautiously 
optimistic view on prospects 
saw an lip rise to 115p, up 11 
per cent on the day. RMC 
reporting year-end results to¬ 
morrow, saw its shares dip 
ll*»p to 974* ap. 

Banks generally enjoyed a 


FRENCH CONNECTION 
CUTS A DASH 


French 

ConnecUa 


FT-SE all-share 
Index (rebased) 


toWjun' JulWsep'Pet*New Dec'janYabWApr 


strong run, helped by rec ent j 

recommendations. Barclays c 

added lt'zp to £10.64*2. while j 

Royal Bank of Scotland, c 

which provides financial ser- , 

vices for Tesco. was up 6 *ap to s 

543*2p. 

Biotech shares eased on 
profit-taking. Tepnel Life fell 
23p to 102 1 2 p and Drew 
Scientific 13*ap to 134p- 
Commercial Union fell 
back 6 l 2 p to 646* 2 p after 
taking a 51 per cent stake m 
Marlborough Underwriting. 
Orid Group, the insurance 
broker, with year-end results 
due this month, attracted re¬ 
newed interest adding ll* 2 p 
to J12’2p. _ 

The launch of the film Fever 
Pitch is proving good news for 
CasscS, the publisher, send¬ 
ing Nick Hornby’s book back 
into the bestseller lists. Cassell 
shares jumped 6 *ap to 91'ap. 
despite 1996 profits dipping to 
£712,000. 

IRC the busines informa¬ 
tion and conference group, 
jumped 15* ap to 336 'zp, a new 
high, after reporting a 10 per 
cent rise in pre-tax profits to 
£14 million. 

Shares in Frederick Cooper 
jumped 6 p to 33‘ap. Pre-tax 
profits were hit by exceptional 
charges, but the group is 
making progress with 
planned disposals. 

Unitcd Overseas, another 
debutante went to a 12p pram" 
urn on its first day before 
dosing up lOp at 60p. Murray 
VCT, another new entrant, 
edged up 2'ap to end at 102 * 2 p. 

Yorklyde, the textiles group, 
saw its shares fall 12p to 
146 l ap after pre-tax profits 
more than halved to £1.8 j 
million, while a profits 
warnings from Coral Prod¬ 
ucts. maker of moulded plastic 
goods, fell back 16p to 42‘ap. 

□ GILT-EDGED: There 
were few fireworks to spark 
interest in the gilts market 
yesterday, with dealers report¬ 
ing a slow day. UK manufac¬ 
turing figures today and the 
Chancellor’s monthly mone¬ 
tary meeting tomorrow may 
provide more fuel for thought 
Hie June series of the long gflt 
edged up £ z ja to £109**2 on 
volume of 55,000. __ 

Treasury 8 per cent 2000 
was left unchanged at 
£102* 3 32, while Treasury 8 per 
cent 2015 was down E'az at 
£1Q2 9 32- . . 

□ NEW YORK: Strength in 
IBM helped to lift shares, 
despite a weak bond market, 
but at midday the Dow Jones 
industrial average was down 
1435 points at 634136. 
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A blank sheet of P a £^ 

SSre to boost earnings. In fact, the market Product price erositm ma^ 

fcocpecting earnings from the Irish pro blem worse as margms h been 

inearoup to fall; the industry is in a dreadful mep Smurfit is unlikely to be gener 

reossiorTand the price of reeled conuuwr- -nrffcJ™- 3head of the mmg cos. of a. 
board has dropped between 30 to « per cent debt-free caplOl base^ 

IT£ part, self-imposed S JSa1e^^S^a“e.Jeffe^Pn Smurfit 

4 *murfit^has set itself up as the champion of candidate . t ^ minority would 

SlSr cormctly identifying Corpomtmn. jWf ^ 

Sat new capacity was crippling returns m a qwtu> a third of JSC, is asking 

c,],-h as the US, where demand is stanicy, . -TT^r^ are other deals and, in 
Instead of budding mills, Smurfit too high ^ - ^ ^ chequebook, but 

wants to buy and finds itself at the nadir of the theend ,sm ^ ^ fw R f life in the 
paper market with a big balance sheet an market before wielding theirs, 

gearing of only 34 per cent There lies the rub: paper mar _ 
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RISES: 
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Tesco. 364p(+114p) 
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Innovative Tech.31 Op (-top) 

Rank Group.436p (- 13 P) 

Prism Rail . 335p (-10p) 

Eurotherm.468'sp (-10p) 
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Open High 


Tarmac 

AN UNEDUCATED reader 
oF Tarmac's report on the 
past year — replete with 
references to major progress 
and substantial achieve¬ 
ments — might be surprised 
to learn that the construction 
group made a mere £10.5 
million before tax last year. 

Swapping its house¬ 
building business for George 
Wimpey’s quarrying and 
construction activities was a 
step in the right direction, if 
poorly timed, but Tarmac 
has a long way to go to 
recover lost ground. 

Tarmac's markets are get¬ 
ting better. The fall in UK 
demand for aggregates has 
been arrested and prices are 
improving. There is more 
construction work about and 
contracting margins are im¬ 
proving from abysmal levels. 
Loss-making projects taken 
on during the recession are 


THE purchase by CU of a 
Lloyd's syndicate gives the 
insurer an unfortunate re¬ 
semblance to a minor Euro¬ 
pean bank rushing about the 
City buying stockjobbing 
firms on the eve of Big Bang. 

The canny investors have 
done their deals — LIMIT 
and New London Capital 
snapped up syndicates three 
years ago, leaving the likes of 
CU rummaging through the 
leftovers on the bottom shelf. 

CU. therefore, was not 
spoilt for choice when it chose 
to buy Marlborough Under¬ 
writing Agency Ltd. .But the 
Marlborough partners have 
picked a good time to sell. 

Lloyd's has enjoyed good 
underwriting years in 1994, 
1995 and, to a lesser extent in 
1996. But Increasing pressure 
on rates means 1997 may not 
be as fruitful and its rates 
may not begin to recover 
until 1999. 

Nevertheless, the pnee 
paid for Marlborough — 
nearly £3 million — is a mere 


coming to an end. 
figures will also be flattered 
by £42 million of provisions 
against loss-making con¬ 
tracts acquired from 
Wimpey. . 

However, Tarmac s tor- 
tunes remain tied to Britain s 
road-building programme 
(or lack of one) and Private 
Finance Initiative work 
With £350 million of PF1 


contracts under its belt and 
preferred bidder status on 
another £450 million of 
work. Tarmac badly needs to 
see the paper workload turn 
into reality, sooner rather 
than later. The worry is that 
Tarmac's balance sheet is too 
weak to take full advantage 
of such opportunit ies a nd 
any share price strength 
could lead to a cash call. 


NEEDS A PRIVATE 
FUNDING INITIATIVE 




•‘t 


Tarmac 
share price 


FT-SE all-share 
Index (rebased) 


' Apt May Jun Ju< Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr_ 


pinprick when compared 
with CU's net worth of £4 
billion at the end of last year. 
The deal gives CU the oppor¬ 
tunity to build up Marlbor¬ 
ough's presence in Lloyd’s 
and secure an insider’s view 
of the London market 

In return, Marlborough 
gets a parent that can supply 
a steady stream of capital 
every year and is keen to 
attract new underwriters. 

Marlborough’s eight part¬ 
ners. who will share in the 
£2.9 million, have pulled off a 
good deal. If CU exercises its 
option to buy the remaining 
49 per cent in five years, there 
will be more rich pickings for 
other underwriters who join 
up in the interim. 

Highland 

Distilleries 

DRINKS companies have 
struggled during the past few 
years against static sales in 
mature Western markets, 
while emerging markets are 
not yet big enough to take up 


the slack. The only growth m 
the drinks sector has come 
from a fashion for white spir¬ 
its. while Scotch, the Eighties 
staple, has found itself out of 
favour. 

Highland, one of the small¬ 
er players in the market, has 
found it especially tough 
going because it is almost to¬ 
tally reliant on whisky. Its 
Famous Grouse brand has 
performed relatively well - 
in a declining market — but 
Highland has struggled to 
push through price increases. 
The jury is still out on wheth¬ 
er the company overspent 
with its £180 million pur¬ 
chase of Macallan, but High¬ 
land desperately needed a 
new brand to help to restore 
it to growth. . 

Markets are slowly im¬ 
proving for whisky and the 
first above-inflation price 
rises for several years might 
just stick. But there is little to 
get excited about and High¬ 
land shares look unlikely to 
move far in the near future. 

Edited by Carl Moktished 
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Champagne 

tha nks 

multi-millionaire 

siblings Don and Roy 
Richardson made a sur¬ 
prise visit to the Millenni¬ 
um & Copthome Hotels 
agm yesterday, arriving 
laden with gifts. Just as the 
show at the Britannia Ho¬ 
tel was coming to a dose, 
the 66 -year-otd identical 
twin brothers, the powers 
behind the Birmingham 
property scene, made their 
presence known. Handing 
a bottle of Dom Perignon 
to each of the directors, 
they announced how 
happy they were with their 
shareholding. 

Ashdown’s man 

BOOTS Healthcare Inter¬ 
national's loss will be the 
Lib Dem’s gain. For the 
next month. Ian Wright is 
dropping out of sight as 
BHI's head of public rela¬ 
tions. only to reappear on 
the Lib Dem election cam¬ 
paign as Paddy Ash¬ 
down's spokesman. 
Wright is no stranger to 
politics — in a former 
incarnation he was vice- 
president of the SDP. 

Election keys 

TfMPSON is picking up 
the pace in line with the 
general election. The shoe 
repair chain is measuring 
voters' intentions across 
(he country, inviting cus¬ 
tomers to pick a plastic key 
cap in the colour of their 
favourite party. Labour is 
leading with 35.4 per cent, 
only 4.7 per cent ahead of 
the Conservatives. Cus¬ 
tomers at the Knutsford 
branch (Neil Hamilton's 
local) have caps in only 
blue or white, for the i 
saintly Martin Belt to 
choose from. J 



George Walker has 
been seen in Moscow 

SPOTTED in Moscow last 
week — no doubt helping 
to bring the joys of capi¬ 
talism to Russia — was 
George Walker of Brent 
Walker fame. Staying at 
the same hotel wasAchille 
Occhetto. former head of 
the Italian Communist 
Party. 

Staple, QC 

CONGRATULATIONS 
to George Staple, director 
of the Serious Fraud Of¬ 
fice, and now a QC after 
taking silk in a traditional 
ceremony in the House of 
Lords yesterday. It is still a 
rare honour for a solicitor 
and is proof that his soon- 
io-expire five-year tenure 
at the SFO has been re¬ 
garded by the authorities, 
at least as a success. 

WORD reaches me that 
Peter Sea brook, head of 
UK equity fund managers 
at Robert Fleming has 

resigned his post by mu¬ 
tual agreement". Sea- 
brook. who joined the 
private merchant bank in 
1985, has been replaced by 
insider John Rosier. 

Long sentence 

A WARNING for those 
who believe that issuing 
judges' transcripts will 
hdo more accurate _ re¬ 


trial .- 

rown Court yesterfay 

I is Honour Judge Buder 

mfessed his surprise at 
ie particular transcript 

[erSed in jolly feslwn. 

can’t believe I said 
,me of the things In 
innosed to have said- 
Appears to be one 

aitcnce of * gfl -7 
at's not my Style. ' 
tould hope not! 

Morag Preston 



The Bishop of Liverpool, the Right Rev David Sheppard, presents a report that combines religion with the politics and economics of unemployment 

Wise Man gives credence 
to jobs report by churches 


I f the economy and politics are a 
volatile mixture, as the general 
election campaign is showing, 
then the economy and religion is 
probably an even more unstable blend. 
When a11 three come together, as they 
did in yesterday’s report from the 
churches on unemployment the combi¬ 
nation is potentially explosive. 

Launched in the midst of a general 
election campaign, politicians were 
bound as they did yesterday to crawl all 
over the study on work and unemploy¬ 
ment* from the Council of Churches for 
Britain and Ireland. But what about its 
economics? As an analysis and a set of 
prescriptions for dealing with unem¬ 
ployment and work, do the proposals of 
the II leading denominations in a key 
area of economic policy stand up? 

“This is based on well-grounded 
economics,'’ said the Bishop of Liver¬ 
pool. the Right Rev David Sheppard. 
chairman of the churches' inquiry's 
sponsoring paneL Independent econo¬ 
mists are likely to give it considerable 
credence — not least because its princi¬ 
pal author is Andrew Britton, former 
director of the National Institute of 
Economic and Social Research, and one 
of the Treasury’s original wise men 
team of respected outside economic 
advisers 10 toe Chancellor, and formerly _ 
a Treasury official himself. 

Are the churches’ recommendations 
on jobs economically sound, or work¬ 
able? This is not the same question as 
whether they are what any particular 
political or economic faction chinks is 
the right thing to do; but h is likely that 
most independent economic commenta¬ 
tors with an interest in unemployment 
and the future of work are likely to find 
that the churches’ study is on a sound 
economic basis, that it has done its 
numbers and its work properly. 

That does not mean that some of die 
churches’ key recommendations are not 
highly contentious. Take its most con¬ 
troversial proposal yesterday — tax. “In 
the British election campaign.” the 
churches say. “the political parties are 
competing for votes by promising low 


Philip Bassett looks at the implications of 
a controversial offering in politics and 
economics as the general election nears 


taxation. When so many are living in 
poverty and unemployment, it is wrong 
to give priority to die daims of those 
who are already well off.” 

What is needed, the churches say, to 
tackle unemployment properly is not a 
new job scheme, or schemes, though 
they examine many of those, but instead 
whar political and business leaders will 
now not speak of: a “sustained and 
large-scale expansion of employment, 
supported by public spending, in many 
sectors of the economy” — for which the 
“main source of finance must be 
additional taxation". 

Britain, they say. has a “relatively 
low" ratio of taxation to GDP. In 1994. 
general government receipts in Britain 
were 36.4 per cent of GDP, compared 
with 46.5 per cent in Germany and 4S.9 
per cent in France, though only 31-5 per 
cent in the US. The churches insisted 
that it would be possible to add "several 
percentage points" of GDP to taxation 
over a run of years, allowing a gradual 
expansion of labour-intensive public 
expenditure, without causing "serious 
harm” to the economy or treating any 
taxpayers with “flagrant" injustice 

Those responsible for proposing poli¬ 
cy in a new government after the 
election were groaning yesterday that 
the churches’ report gets disturbingly 
unspecific at this point, referring vague¬ 
ly 10 taxes on materials, fuels or die 
higher income tax rates. 

The churches daim that not only is 
taxation a moral issue, as the bishop 
said yesterday, bur the idea of higher 
taxes has considerable public support: 
“Taxpayers actually want better services 
than they have been receiving over the 
past 20 years and die drives for 
economy in the public sector have been 
conducted in such a way that they are 


actually preventing taxpayers from 
getting what they want," 

So runs much opinion poll evidence. 
The authoritative British Soaal Atti¬ 
tudes study, for instance, has regularly 
charted large-scale support for higher 
taxes. Yet as the BSA’s own analysis by 
David Lipsey. a former assodate editor 
of The Times, has shown, such consis¬ 
tent evidence has come at precisely the 
same time as the Conservatives have 
won four elections in a row in which 
they argued for state spending to be 
curbed and taxes cut. In the privacy of 
the polling booths, what they say and 
what they do become different things. 
As a political party. Labour has taken a 
long time to learn that lesson — and 
despite the churches’ support for Lab¬ 
our policies like a minimum wage. 
Labour politicians moved yesterday to 
distance themselves sharply from the 
churches' tax-and-spend proposals. 


E mployment analysts are likely 
to be sceptical about the practi¬ 
cal applicability, then, by any 
political party wishing and 
likely to gain office, of one of the 
churches' central recommendations to 
tadde unemployment. They may or 
may not think it is right, but they are 
likely to judge it unfeasible. The 
churches insisted they had rejected 
many of the classic Keynesian positions 
on unemployment, reft;sing in particu¬ 
lar to take the traditional Keynesian line 
of an expansion of demand to create jobs 
as posing 100 many threats to inflation. 
As Mr Britton claimed of the report 
“The economics on which h is based is 
1990s economics, and not 1960s 
economics." 

Its economics, he said, were "very 
orthodox and familiar. We look for 


solutions within the market system, 
saying that the system can be made to 
produce much better results. At present 
it is producing too much poverty and 
social exclusion. It does not have to be 
like that.” Unemployment could be 
much lower. Jobs could pay a decent 
wage and produce something of “real 
value" to communities. There could be 
“enough good work for everybody”. 

Economists, business leaders and 
politicians will argue about the 
churches’ proposals — is a minimum 
wage right? Should the Conservatives’ 
Job Seekers’ Allowance be scrapped? 
Has the sapping of trade union strength 
gone too far for the protection of people 
at work? [s unemployment really at 
more than four million, as opposed to 
less than two million? But though they 
may disagree with the economics of the 
churches* report they will not be able to 
deny that its economic spine is there. 

Even so. for hard-headed business, 
the language of the churches’ report 
may be unusual, and the churches 
recognise this. “The Bible,” they say, 
“does not speak of public sector borrow¬ 
ing or job creation, of a benefit system, 
of the respective merits of direct and 
indirect taxation, of world markets and 
industrial competitiveness", yet they say 
that in reaching their highly economic 
and political conclusions, they have 
been drawn back to ihe Bible to make 
recommendations that they say are “just 
and feasible", and as at home in the 
language and argument of industrial 
competitiveness as they are about rights 
and wrongs, and good and evil. 

Yesterday’s intervention by the 
churches importantly reinserts the mor¬ 
al dimension in the argument in a way 
that may be both uncomfortable and 
controversial for political and business 
leaders, but in a way in which unem¬ 
ployed people themselves are likely to 
feel is both overdue and welcome. 

* Unemployment and the Future of 
Work: an Enquiry for the Churches. 
CCBJ. 3541 Lower Marsh, London, 
SEI 7RL £8JO. 


Clare Stewart on the successful rebirth of a British brand 

New Lee comes in from the cold 


L ee is Dead. Long live 
Lee. So runs the punchy 
new marketing slogan 
from the British fridge and 
freezer manufacturer as it 
relaunches itself in the world 
market 

At first glance Lee’s rebirth 
lodes like a stoiy of traditional 
British pluck in the face of 
fierce foreign opposition, a 
home-grown business that has 
pulled through to take on the 
might of Electrolux of Sweden 
and Whirlpool of the USA 
Lee. Britain's oldest fridge 
maker, based in Bognor, the 
Sussex seaside town, is back 
with a vengeance after its near 
demise in the early 1990s. 

In 1987-88 Lee was on a roll. 
Sales peaked at £56 million, 
generating pre-tax profits of 
£45 million. Four years later it 
had plunged to a loss of nearly 
£3 million and employee num¬ 
bers halved to around 1 , 000 . 

Today Lee remains proudly 
Bognor-based and British- 
managed but is. in fact, wholly 
owned by Sime Darby, the 
Malaysian conglomerate. 
Since acquiring the business 
in 1994, it has invested £60 
million in Lee. "We are still a 
British company bui with a 
Malaysian fairy godfather," 
says Ian Truin, marketing 
manager. Sales have recov¬ 
ered to their 19S7 peak, having 
risen 60 per cent in the past 
two years and, says Mr Truin. 
the company expects to make a 
trading profit in the 199S 
financial year. 

Lee currently claims second 
place in the UK fridge market 
with a 15 per cent market 
share behind Hotpoint with IS 
per cent. Lee’S relaunch has 
included a new logo and 
corporate identity but more 
importantly a comprehensive 
redesign of its product range. 
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A redesigned fridge comes off the production line at Lee Refrigeration’s factory in Bognor 


“Fridges traditionally have 
been bland while boxes. We 
saw the opportunity 10 make 
something that looks good and 
is ergonomically designed," 
says Mr Truin. 

The new-iook fridges boast 
integral handles running the 
length of the doors to allow for 
easier opening. internal 
curved comers to cut down on 
dirt traps and external curves 
to give a less angular shape. 
Energy efficiency and recycla¬ 
ble components are also pan 
of the package. 

Lee’s British designers may 
have produced "a completely 
new land of fridge" bur argu¬ 
ably more fundamental chan¬ 
ges at Lee owe more to Far 


Eastern management ideas. A 
year ago Lee introduced the 
Japanese Kaizen continuous 
improvement style of manage¬ 
ment which encourages much 
greater input from the 
workforce. “For one hour a 
week we stop the factory and 
everyone gets together to work 
on projects." says Mr Truin. 

“We have had a very mixed 
reaction from staff." says Mr 
Truin. A mixed reaction is 
probably something of an 
understatement, given Lee’s 
paternalistic culture prior to 
Sime Darby’s takeover. The 
company was set up by 
Charles Purley. a Sussex fish¬ 
monger. in 1940 and remained 
a family-run business until the 


late 1980s. “It was a very 
typical British company, with 
a rather autocratic style of 
management." recalls Mr 
Truin. who joined in 1994 just 
before Sime Darby's arrival. 

However the company was 
left in virtual limbo after 
Charles Purley^ death and the 
ensuing three-year court case 
to settle his estate. “The reces¬ 
sion coincided with the decline 
of the company," says Mr 
Truin. “Lee had been a rather 
dormant business and not 
invested in design and dev¬ 
elopment." It also had to 
contend with a rush of cheap 
imports into the market 

“By 1994 manufacturer Can¬ 
dy had taken a 16 per cent stake 


in Lee However, while Leek 
management were exploring 
options for attracting further 
new investment a meeting 
with Sime Darby led to a £21.6 
million bid for the business. 

Lee is one of the smaller fish 
in the Sime Darby pond. The 
group was set up in 1910 by 
two British plantation owners 
in Malaysia and its empire 
from Bognor Regis to Papua 
New Guinea now includes 300 
companies in 21 countries. 

Despite the rapid increase 
in sales and improved produc¬ 
tion, it might appear that Lee’s 
progress is limited when up 
against the likes of 
Candy/Hoover, Electrolux, 
which owns Zanussi. 
Hotpoint. and Merloni with 
the Ariston and Indesit brand. 

But since 1993 and the worst 
of the recession the market in 
the UK has seen steady 
growth. Min tel, the research 
group, says there was volume 
growth overall of 23 per cent 
between 1991-95 with fridge- 
freezers the fastest growing 
sector, increasing by 27 per 
cent over the same period. 

Further steady growth is 
forecast Overall the market is 
estimated to top £700 million 
this year rising to £830 million 
by 2000. Lee, says Ian Truin. 
has its sights set on brand 
leadership in the UK and 
hopes to build up its export 
marker which at present ac¬ 
counts for just 10 per cent of 
sales. 

The design appeal of the 
new style range is also key to 
building sales. “It is rather tike 
a car that you feel good about 
because it works well," he 
says. "If we could make that 
little leap with fridges so that 
they are not just anonymous 
boxes in the kitchen, we would 
be very happy." 




A respectable 
way to delay 
EMU’s launch 


A simple stoiy: last 
week Chancellor 
Kohl declared he 
would run again; and Theo 
WaigU the Finance Minis¬ 
ter. said Germany can be 
flexible about the criteria for 
EMU entry. On Monday the 
marie fell 2.6 cents against 
the dollar, and faster against 
gold. The market, in short, 
still believes that as long as 
Helmut is there. EMU wfll 
start on time: and the market 
hates the idea. $0 does 
British industry, as it finds 
itself carried helplessly into 
the stratosphere on the other 
end of the market seesaw; 
there are now signs of a pro- 
EMU industrial movement: 
if you can’t help beating 
them, join them. 

Euro-devaluation rules; 
OK? WelL perhaps. This is 
hardly what Kohl had in 
mind, still less the Bundes¬ 
bank. Officials are industri¬ 
ously leaking their disapp¬ 
roval of Eurostat toe Bruss¬ 
els committee which lias ap¬ 
proved French and Italian 
fudge: and despite high- 
level denials, they continue 
to urge a two-year delay. The 
Italians have officially asked 
for one year, and although 
they were shouted down, the 
rumours will not die. Politic¬ 
ally. of course, a delay could 
be humiliating for the main 
sponsors; but that may not 
be conclusive. Stephan-Gotz 
Richter, a Washington fin¬ 
ancial analyst with excellent 
German contacts, says that 
they have a technical alibi 
up their sleeves. 

The market’s misgivings 
have not yet put much of a 
price on failure or delay, 
which would appear in toe 
exchange markets; but that 
could happen soon. Can 
Germany itself qualify? Not 
even the official German 
forecasters yet believe that it 
can: bur to avert a possible 
currency meltdown, he 
Chancellor will have to do 
better than that at toe Euro¬ 
pean Infer-Goverrun eniaJ 
Conference in Amsterdam 
in June. Meanwhile, it is the 
bond markets that will have 
to take any post-EMU 
strain, as Charles Good hart 
(ex-Bank of England) has 
argued recently. They are 
starting to retreat a little 
nervously from toe conver¬ 
gence plays that were so 
profitable last year. 

Indeed. David Hale, of 
Zurich Insurance, surmises 


that if EMU is launched 
with a wide membership, it 
will not be long before the 
bonds of some of the weaker 
players are prices for pos¬ 
sible secession, like Quebec 
bonds in Canada. EMU 
may be intended as a fluctu¬ 
ation-free zone, but it cannot 
be insulated against eco¬ 
nomics and finance. 

So what could cause a res¬ 
pectable delay? The 2000 
problem, that’s what This 
may or may not be a bug in 
your persona) computer but 
it is a major problem foT the 
big mainframes which run 
the world's financial system. 
These were programmed 
when computer memory 
was slow and expensive; toe 
adoption of a two-digit code 
for the date achieved worth¬ 
while economies. But all 
sorts of sub-programmes are 
hinged on toe dale. 

One or two absurdities 
have already emerged: for 
example, the trustees of an 
investor over lOOyears-old 
had their application for a 
new issue rejected by the 
computer, on the grounds 
that she was two young to 
hold shares in her own 
name: it could not recognise 
the date 1895. Centenarians 
are rare, but a 2000 glitch 
would affect everyone. A fur¬ 
ther problem: most main¬ 
frames were programmed in 
CoboL now out of date; so 
Cobol-literale programmers 
are a bottleneck. There is 
market evidence of this: 
even in London, which is not 
even trying to get ready for 
EMU. a lively futures mar¬ 
ket in programming services 
has already surfaced. 


A cross the Channel, 
Richter reports, some 
senior bank execu¬ 
tives have said they may be 
unable to find enough pro¬ 
grammers to tackle 2000 
and 1999 at toe same time. 
But they have to make 2000 
their top priority, for that 
threatens the functioning of 
toe bank, not just the reput¬ 
ation of the Chancellor. But 
there, too. is his salvation: 
“We remain committed, of 
course, to our EMU project 
but due to technical prob¬ 
lems beyond our control.. 
Ruckspmng durch Technik, 
as he might say. or 
Veizogerung durch Technik 
— a technical hitch. A fore¬ 
cast? Not quite; but surely 
too poetic not to be true. 


BRITISH CITIZENS 

NOW REQUIRE A VISA TO WORK, 
STUDY OR SETTLE IN 

HONG KONG 


With effect from 1 April 1997, 

British citizens may visit Hong Kong visa-free 
for up to six months. But if they want to 
take up employment establish or join in a 
business, study or settle 
in Hong Kong, they will have to obtain an 
appropriate visa before arrival. 

Visa applications may be made by post directly to 
the British Gtizens Unit Immigration Department 
Immigration Tower, 7 Gloucester Road, Wanchai, 
Hong Kong by the applicants themselves or 
through their sponsors in Hong Kong. 

British citizens who have taken up residence in 
Hong Kong prior to 1 April 1997 but who have not 
yet acquired the "Resident British citizen" status 
(those who have been ordinarily resident in Hong 
Kong for a continuous period of not less than 
seven years and have the right to land in Hong 
Kong) may continue to work or live in Hong Kong 
until their current limit of stay expires. 

For information, 

please call (852)2824 4055 or fax to (852)2598 8388 
or through E-mail at roa@immd.gcn.gov.hk. 


Other changes affecting British citizens with regard to the right 
to land and the special deportation and removal arrangements 
will be implemented at a later date when the Immigration 
(Amendment) Bill 1997 is enacted. 
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US phone 
company 
hopes to 
secure 
Europe 

By Eric Regcly 

ONE of America's largest 
phone companies is bid¬ 
ding to guard Earope's 
homes. Ameritech. of Chi¬ 
cago. is preparing to spend 
up to $500 million on 
buying security monitor¬ 
ing companies in France, 
Germany and Britain. 

Several targets axe on 
the short list and the first 
acquisition is to be made 
before the end of the year. 

Ameritech. one of the 
regional “Baby Bel!" com¬ 
panies. said its goal “is to 
build a pan-European" 
security business within a 
couple of years. It consid¬ 
ered entering the market 
with a takeover bid for 
Securicor, but decided the 
company was too big and 
had loo many divisions, 
such as security guards, 
which it did not want. 

Dennis La Comb, Ameri¬ 
tech’s director of interna¬ 
tional affairs, said that the 
company's efforts to enter 
the security monitoring 
market in Europe marked 
a change of strategy. Since 
the early 1990s it has spent 
about $4 billion buying 
stakes in newly privatised 
telecom companies such as 
Matav. the Hungarian 
phone company. Belga¬ 
com of Belgium and Tele¬ 
com Corp of New Zealand. 

The slowing pace of 
privatisations has forced 
Ameritech to look else¬ 
where for international 
growth. 

Security monitoring in¬ 
volves the installation in 
homes and businesses of 
burglar and fire alarms, 
dosed circuit cameras and 
electronic card systems. 
Ameritech was initially at¬ 
tracted to the market 
because most of these sys¬ 
tems require phone links 
to police and fire stations. 

In America. Am eri tech's 
SecurityLink business is 
the second largest player 
in the $15 billion market, 
in Canada. SecurityLink is 
the market leader. 

Mr LaComb said Ameri¬ 
tech wants to get estab¬ 
lished in France and 
Germany before looking 
at Britain. The markets in 
continental Europe, he 
said, were less competitive 
and could be penetrated 
more easily. 

Separately. Mr LaComb 
played down speculation 
that Ameritech wants to 
form a transatlantic part¬ 
nership or alliance with 
Cable and Wireless. The 
rumours surfaced last year 
when Richard Brown, an 
Ameritech executive, be¬ 
came C&W chief executive. 
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HORACE CLARKSON, the shipbroker, returned to 
the black last year with a recovery to profits before 
tax of £2.4 milli on in 1996 from losses of £6 m illi on in 
the previous year. The shares responded with a 24 p 
rise to 103 *2 p. Earnings per share reached lO^Op. 
against the previous losses of 26.S0p, enabling the 


total dividend for the year to rise from 3p to 4p a 
share, with a final 2J>p. 

Hugh McCoy, managing director, left pictured in 
the Baltic Exchange Building with Rob Ward, 
finance director, said: “The outlook for the shipping 
market remains encouraging, but we continue to be 


concerned over the fall in new building prices and 
the constant threat of overtonnaging. Our expansion 
into freight futures broking and container broking 
and an anticipated increased contribution from our 
overseas offices should help to generate future 
growth in profits." 


Jefferson Smurfit sees delay 
before paper prices harden 


From Eileen McCabe in dubun 


THE long-awaited upturn in 
paper prices may not now 
happen until the last quarter of 
this year, according to Jeffer¬ 
son Smurfit. tiie Irish paper 
and packaging group, which 
yesterday reported a 52 percent 
drop in annual pre-tax profit 
The well-signalled difficul¬ 
ties in the industry of over¬ 
capacity and low prices cut 
profits to Ir£201 million in 1996 
from lr£420 million a year 


earlier. Earnings per share 
plummeted to lrl2.6p (Ir28p). 

Ray Curran, chief financial 
officer, said a new consensus 
about the need for more disci¬ 
pline in the industry, particul¬ 
arly in the US, may reduce the 
volatility of prices in the long¬ 
er term. “I think the message 
is getting through that invest¬ 
ment in extra capacity is 
counterproductive. The indus¬ 
try's ability to return share¬ 


holder value will be driven by 
further consolidation and 
greater discipline. Clearly the 
market will not accept for long 
an industry which, as a recent 
survey has shown, did not 
earn us cost of capital in seven 
of the last ten years." 

Although the slump in pri¬ 
ces affected all areas, a strong 
contribution from its non- 
cydical Irish business contrib¬ 
uted to sales of fr£464 million 


in the Ireland and UK region 
(IrE628 million). Profits fell to 
Ir£34 million (Ir£48 million). 

In continental Europe, prof¬ 
its fell lr£82 million to Ir£U3 
million on sales of Ir£1.4S5 bil¬ 
lion in spite erf a strong perfor¬ 
mance from the solid board 
business in The Netherlands. 
The South American region 
accounted for Ir£47 million, or 
18 per cent of overall profits, 
on reduced safes of Ir£360 mil- 


Letter may save pensions appeal costs 


THE Pensions Ombudsman 
has thrown a potential lifeline 
to two pensioners feeing finan¬ 
cial ruin in a legal battle with 
National Grid. 

David Laws and Reg 
Mayes, former employees of 
National Grid, could lose their 
homes and life savings if 
separate appeals by the com¬ 
pany and the trustees of its 
pension fund go against them. 

In February Julian Farrand. 
the Ombudsman, upheld the 
men’s complaint that National 
Grid had wrongfully used £463 


By Gavin Lumsden 

million of surpluses arising 
from Electricity Supply Pen¬ 
sion Scheme in 1992 to pay for 
a wave of redundancies. This 
derision could cost electricity 
companies £13 billion and 
and have a bearing on Labour 
plans for a windfall tax. 

Bodi National Grid and the 
trustees of its pension scheme 
have filed separate appeals 
against the pensioners, the 
Ombudsman and each other, 
but have refused to pay the 
costs of Mr Mayes and Mr 
Laws. National Grid said it 


would be illogical to pay the 
costs, while the trustees said 
the appearance of Dr Farrand 
made the presence of Mr Laws 
and Mr Mayes unnecessary. 
A five-day appeal could incur 
£200,000 in legal expenses. 

This week the Pensions Om¬ 
budsman’s office forced the 
trustees on the defensive by 
announcing that Dr Farrand 
would probably not go to 
court, but would write a letter 
to the trial judge instead. The 
trustees said they would take 
further legal advice. 



Dr Farrand: non-appearance 


lion. Overcapacity was worst 
in the US. “As the year pro¬ 
gressed tiie supply-demand 
balance that had favoured the 
producer shifted rapidly as 
new capacity came on stream. 
Waste was no longer in short 
supply and product prices 
fell," Mr Curran said. 

Although lower prices af¬ 
fected all sectors, the container 
division was hardest hit with 
the average price for liner- 
board falling to $375 a tonne 
during the year from more 
than $500 a tonne in 1995. 

In spite of the downturn, net 
borrowing was cut by lr£l00 
million to Ir£482 million and 
at the end of 1996 the 
debt/equity ratio stood at 34 
per cent According to Mr 
Curran, a strong balance sheet 
cuuld allow further acquisi¬ 
tions this year. “We have 
always used the cycle to our 
advantage and sought to ac¬ 
quire when the industry was 
in poor shape and we continue 
to look at opportunities wher¬ 
ever they arise." he said. 

The company declared a 
final dividend of Ir2.7p, due on 
June 30. giving a total of 
Ir43p, up 5 per cent. 
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THE TIMES 

Gardening forum 


with Tim SmU and 
Penelope Hobhonse 

READERS ore invited to a forum with two of Britain’s leading 
gardeners. Tim Sink and Penelope Hobhonse. on Tuesday. 
April 13 at 730pm at (he Royal Geographical Society. 
1 Kensington Gore. London SW7. Chaired by Stephen Anderton. 
The Times Gardener, the forum marks the publication of 
Hob ho use's book. Garden Designs (Frances Lincoln. £25) and 
S in it's The Lost Gardens of Heligan (Victor GoDancz. £20). 
Questions win be invited. 

Hobhouse. a designer, plantswoman and colourist. MU reveal 
how she has created a range of successful gardens, from a 
courtyard garden in Paris to one on a windswept Scottish island. 
Smh. a former archaeologist, record producer and composer. 
wQl teO of his discovery and recreation of the magnificent 
Victorian gardens at Heligan in ComwalL Tickets at £10 
(concessions for OAPs. students and the unemployed, with ID, 
E7250) include £2 off both books, are available by phoning 0171- 
734 14S3. by faxing the coupon below to 0171-4941313 or 0171-287 
2638, by e-mail on lS7piccehatchards.co.uk or by sending the 
coupon with your remittance to Hatchards, 187 Piccadilly, 
London. W1V OLE. Tickets are also available to personal callers 
at Hatchards. 

THE TIMES/HATCHARDS GARDEN FORUM 

Please send me_ricketts) at CIO each (C750 concessions) for 

The Times/ Hatchards Gardening Forum at the Royal Geographical 
Society. I Kcnsragton Gore, London SW7, on Tuesday. April 15 

NAME-1- 

ADDRESS ----- 


POSTCODE 


DAY PHONE No--- 

l enclose my cheque mode payable to Hatchards 
Value E ......... Cheque number ..... 


I Plate wrtic your name and aUre» w iIk back of AechofK}, 

Or, please debit my Credit/ Bank Debit / 
Hatchards account card number 


Expiry date./. 


PRINT NAME- 

SIGNATURE. 


Please post coupon and remittance to: 

The Times/ Hatchards Gardening Forum 
Hatcfcante 18/ Piccadilly. London W1V OLE 
Tdt 0171-734 I4S3. Rue 0I7W941313 or 0171-287 2638 
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Weak oil prices 
predicted by IEA 

From a Correspondent in Paris 


THE Internationa! Energy 
Agency disappointed the oil 
market yesterday with a pre¬ 
diction of weak prices in the 
coming months. 

The West's energy watchdog 
said that stocks had returned to 
good health, production by the 
Organisation of Petroleum Ex¬ 
porting Countries (Opec) was 
surging and alternative sup¬ 
plies were ample. 

Slack winter demand and 
rising output from Opec and 
elsewhere left stocks barely 
lower in the critical first three 
months of the year, the TEA’S 
latest oil market report stated. 

Industry stories in the 
wealthy nations that are mem¬ 
bers of the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and 
Development fell a 100.000 
barrels per day (bpd) in the 


first quarter, compared with 
15 million bpd in the same 
period last year. 

World benchmark Brent 
crude futures have slumped 
from just below $25 in early 
January to $17.65 last Friday, 
the lowest in nearly ten 
months. Oil from the North 
Sea Brent field steadied in price 
yesterday, trading up 20 cents 
at $17.96 a barrel at midday. 

The IEA maintained its 
world demand forecast for 
1997 at 73.7 million bpd, up 1.8 
million cm 1996, but cut its esti¬ 
mate of the demand for Opec 
oil by 100.000 barrels to 25-3 
million bpd for the year. Opec 
continues to flout its self- 
imposed ceiling of a daily 
25.03 million barrels, produc¬ 
ing 27.09 million in March 
each day. the IEA said. 


Fleet car study backs 
training of drivers 


By Alan Copps 


DRIVER training and better 
accident management could 
cut company car insurance 
claims to a level at which big 
fleet operators may be able to 
dispense with costly compre¬ 
hensive cover, according to a 
survey by Lease Plan. 

The company, which man¬ 
ages fleets totalling 65.000 veh¬ 
icles in Britain, says that if 
trends go on. it would pay some 
fleet operators to buy cheaper 
third-party insurance and to 
fond uninsured losses directly. 

A survey of its cars in Britain 
showed that accidents in which 
damage was caused to an in¬ 
sured vehide by another party 
formed a smaller proportion of 
claims in 1996 than in 1995. “In 
addition, the average cost of 
such claims has gone dawn 
from £56187 in 1995 to £314.08.” 


Steve Dunn. Lease Plan com¬ 
mercial director, said. 

A risk management pro¬ 
gramme could include profes¬ 
sional accident management 
services, driver training and 
switching to third-party cover. 

Mr Dunn says driver train¬ 
ing has a key role in such a 
strategy to cut fleet costs. Lease 
Plan promotes training and is 
co-sponsor of The Times Lease 
Plan Company Car Driver of 
tiie Year contest to find Brit¬ 
ain's best company car driver. 
Teams of three from com¬ 
panies of any size are invited. 
The finals are in July at 
Silvers tone. The top prize is a 
trip for two to the Portuguese 
Grand Prix. The entry dead¬ 
line has been extended to this 
Friday, April 11. Details from 
Lease Plan on 01753 797284. 


Compaq to create 
200 jobs at Erskine 

COMPAQ, the 

plans to create p|£nt. near Glasgow, were 

that the new jobs, at us t-ts F nex t millennium” 

part of its third-largest computer 

with its aim operation makes computers 

company by 2000. The Sco ‘g ten j ay ’ S announcement, 
for the European market, and y^reroay =■ 

ss&r'.i trJWJ3“ 

contribution to Compaq s Tb® materials and 

created in the professional, production, materials ana 

engineering areas, the company said. 

Golden Vale decline 

GOLDEN VALE, the Irish food company, said it hoped for 
better results in 1997 after reporting a sharp drop m 1996 
profits, mainly because of a downturn in the mdusfry. 
Golden Vale announced a drop in pre-tax prom to lrt^ 
million from lrEI65 million on turnover of Ir£561 mil ion. 
down from Ir£564 million in 1995. The shares remained 
steady at 55\z p after the announcement of an unchanged xoiai 
dividend for the year of 2-26p, out of earnings down from 
8.71p to 3.21 p. Jim Murphy, managing director, said: So tar 
so good. The first few months of 1997 are looking quite good. 

Coral Products setback 

SHARES in Coral Products, the paper and packaging group, 
fell from SS'apto 43‘zp after the company said that it had been 
hit by a shortfall of orders and the strong pound. However, 
Coral expects to maintain its final dividend at l-5p and its total 
dividend at 2_25p, and to make at least £950,000 before rax 
over the full year, against the £1.6 million made in rhe year to 
April 301996. Coral said that, since the end of February, it has 
experienced both a shortfall and a deferment of orders, and a 
lengthening of delivery schedules. It said that it believes that 
capital investment now under way will bring big benefits. 

GBE margins higher 

GBE International, the process engineering group, raised 
pre-tax profits from £1.7 million to £3.5 million in the year to 
December 31 on sales up 5 percent to E60.2 million. GBE said 
the progress reflected much better margins, particularly 
within its core business. A l.Op final dividend makes a J.6p 
total for the year, up from last year’s I-5p. Earnings per share 
rose 56 per cent to 4_2p. The company, however, says it is 
suffering from the strong pound. The shares fell 8*apto 28*2 p. 

Development advances 

DEVELOPMENT SECURITIES, the property group, raised 
pre-tax profits from £2.2 million to £4.6 million in the year to 
December 31 on sales slightly down from £21.6 million to £21 
million. Earnings per share rose from 7.lp to 14-5p and the 
total dividend goes up from 2.4p to Z7p. Net assets per share 
rose from 24Ip to 246p against a share price that rose 
yesterday from 242b p to 243^ p. The company said tiie 
development programme was gaining momentum. 

Johnson Fiy falls 15 % 

JOHNSON FRY. the financial services group, saw pre-tax 
profit fall 15 per cent to E2.4 million last year as it continued 
its conversion into a specialist fond manager. Earnings per 
share were 15.9p (20.7p) as the company sold its independent 
financial advice business. It has an £8 million cash pile hav¬ 
ing sold Pinnacle, another subsidiary, in January. Total net 
assets rose £10.7 million (£9.1 million). The final dividend, 
due on May 31, is held at 2p. giving an unchanged total of 4p. 

Scotia replaces adviser 

SCOTIA HOLDINGS, the drug development company, has 
appointed Robert Fleming as its financial adviser in place of 
Dresdner Klein wort Benson, which also used to act as joinr 
broker. Scotia said it took the derision to move its business on 
Monday, though this is disputed by Kleinwort Benson, which 
said it resigned last week. Scotia will work with Flemings’s 
specialist healthcare team, which been advising the company 
on licensing deals. Hoare Govett continue as Scotia's broker. 

Dental care alliance 

PHILIPS ELECTRONICS said that it had formed an oral 
care alliance with Jordan, with the first product of the 
alliance being a new Philips/Jordan 2-action plaque remover 
electric toothbrush. Philips said that the world oral care 
market has an estimated retail value of between $S billion 
and $8.5 billion, with electric toothbrushes representing 
between 5 and 10 percent oF the marker and growing rapidly. 

Thomas Jourdan ahead 

THOMAS JOURDAN. the furniture and furnishings 
group that faces a move by shareholders to oust the 
chmrman and the non-executive directors, yesterday 
reported a rise in pre-tax profits from £232,000 to £861,000 
on sales up from £23.3 million to £25.3 million. Earnings per 
share rose from I 3p to 3.7p and the total dividend for the 
year rises from l-25p to 1.5p. The shares gained hpto 67 hp, 

Rowlinson shares jump 

SHARES in Rowlinson Securities lept 60p to 262*2 p after the 

made fo d £ a,ssmns Kkety tonLltman 

wS nS ^ £ e The identity of the suitor 

saafisaccfcttssisaE 


Investor sues Sumitomo executives for £lbn 



Tomiichi Akiyama in June announcing Sumitomo’s copper-dealing loss 


FIVE executives of Sumitomo Cor¬ 
poration yesterday faced a £1 
billion damages suit for foiling to 
take steps to prevent illegal oopper 
deals that resulted in huge loses 
for the trading house. 

Kazuyoshi Yuoka. a Sumitomo 
shareholder, is seeking compensa¬ 
tion of Y200.4 billion, claiming 
that unauthorised deals by Yasuo 
Hamanaka, the former copper 
trader, were made .possible by 
Sumitomo’s lax system of checks 
and controls. 

Sumitomo has said that it lost 
$2.6 billion on world copper mar¬ 
kets as a result of Hamanaka's 
illegal transactions, which contin¬ 
ued undetected for more than a 
decade. In February. Hamanaka, 
for many years the most influential 


From Robert Whymant in Tokyo 

player in the global copper marker, 
pleaded guilty in a Tokyo court to 
charges of fraud and forgery. 

Mr Yuoka. head of a property 
management firm in Osaka, has 
brought the suit against Tomiichi 
Akiyama, Sumitomo's former chair¬ 
man, and four other former execu¬ 
tives, induding Hamanaka's direct 
supervisor. Akio imamura. 

Mr Akiyama resigned in February 
to assume responsibility for the 
copper scandal, and was made a 
senior adviser to the company. He 
and other executives have claimed 
that Hamanaka was acting alone 
and that they knew nothing about the 
improper deals. 

According to the lawsuit filed 
yesterday with Osaka District 
Court Sumitomo executives were at 
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fault in giving Hamanaka free rein 
without proper checks. The suit 
claims that the executives failed to 
"J 6 ” alarm bells when die London 
Metal Exchange made a number of 
enquiries to Sumitomo about 
Hamanaka's activities from Decem¬ 
ber 1991. 

Tadashi Matsumura. a lawyer for 
me plaintiff, said that the lawsuit 
sought compensation for the com- 
pBny as a whole rather than for one 
individual shareholder. 

“This suit is intended as a warning . 
m Japanese companies about the M) 
aa ngers of loose risk management 
systems”. Mr Matsumura said. 

, " - a staTem ent Sumitomo said 
ma ’ 11 was not in a position to 
‘**hmeni about a suit filed against 
individual former executives. 
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Equities flat on thin turnover 


TRADING PERIOD: Settlement takes place five business days after the day of trade. Changes are calculated on 
the previous day’s close, but adjustments are made when a stock is ex-dividend. Changes, yields and 
price/eamings ratios are based on middle prices. 
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THE SIMPSON SUIT 
PROMOTION 

COME INTO SIMPSON PICCADILLY 
BETWEEN THE 7TH AND 96TH OF APRIL 
AND TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR 
FABULOUS SUIT OFFER. 

PURCHASE ANY ONE OF OUR 
3.000 SUITS IN STOCK 
(THEY START FROM AS LOW AS £275) 
AND PAY JUST HALF PRICE FOR ANY 
BUSINESS SHIRT. 


S 


Lmpson 

llCCABILIY 


S03 PICCADILLY LONDON WI 
TELEPHONE 0171 7 34 BOO! 
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32 UNIT TRUST PRICES 


the TIMES WEDNESDAY APRIL 91997 
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THE TIMES WEDNESDAY APRIL 9 1997 



■ OPERA 1 

Berlioz is poorly 
served by English 
National Opera’s 
gimmicky staging 
of The Damnation 
of Faust 



■ OPERA 2 

... but at the 
Royal Opera 
Bryn Terfel 
makes a superb 
return to 
Strauss’s Salome 


THE! 


TIMES 


ARTS 



■ MUSIC 

Spirit of *68: 

Stockhausen's 
once-acclaimed 
Stimmung is 
revived on the 
South Bank 



POP 


Mary Black adds 
a touch of the 
raunchy stuff 
to her act, and 
wins over the fans 
at the Barbican 


S 


OPERA: ENO fails to deliver the expected Berlioz riots. Plus anger from Bryn T erfel in Strauss 

Long dark night in the stalls 


omeOmes a production ac¬ 
quires a reputation for 
horror-shock in advance of 
the first night — it’s all part 
of the huitd-up—and so it was with 
English National Opera’s staging 
of Berlioz's “'dramatic legend”, 
conducted by Mark Elder and 
directed by David Alden. Fall-out 
after the dress rehearsal suggested 
a return to the heady days of ENO 
in the Eighties: the audience would 
be shaken to the very core of its 
being, there would be fist-fights 
between booers and cheerers at the 



All dressed up but nowhere to go: Willard White (Mephistophdes), Bonaventura Bottone (Faust) and Louise Winter (Marguerite) make a point by donning the garb 


Hie Damnation of Faust 

Coliseum 


end. dear little old ladies would 
belabour each other with weighted 
handbags, all to be faithfully 
reported in the lare editions. Alas, 
no such luck. The only sound to be 
heard at cumin-fall on Monday 
was a barely suppressed yawn. 

What is essentially a concert 
work, and hence not loaded down 
with stage directions for tradition¬ 
alists to quote back, is well suited to 
a free-wheeling director — it’s open 
season. But one person's series of 
meaningful images — in this cay 
Roni Toren (sets) plus Brigitte 
Reiffenstuel (costumes) — is 
another person's strychnine. And 
there are severe problems with a 
directorial style based on fierce 
emoting, often in slow motion, if 
the lighting is so dim that you cant 
see the characters, or if the cast is 
not wo hot at conveying what it is 
they are supposed to be emoting. 

The images are there all right, 
many of them now cliches" of 
modernist production — the motor¬ 
way, the telephone kiosk and line of 
telegraph poles, wheelchairs, 
people carrying suitcases, super¬ 
numeraries of indeterminable gen¬ 
der. and asylum settings. At least 
the long-expected bare light bulb 
was replaced by a chandelier. 

There’s a nice Nigel Lowery Ring 
joke on a graffiti-filled wall, and it 
was fun working out whether Faust 
was supposed to look more like 
Woody Allen or Elton John. Throw¬ 
ing gladdies at the audience was 
new-, in opera at least, and plump 
Boy Scouts in purple with tooth¬ 
brush moustaches struck a duly 
sinister note. Faust, Marguerite 


and Mephistophdes donning 
dreadful “operatic" costumes for 
their trio made its point about 
Gounod’s Faust, but what the 
whole caboodle was supposed to 
add up to 1 cannot begin to suggest. 

The best thing about the evening 
was the actual sound. Elder has the 
most fastidious of ears for texture. 


and is thus a natural Berlioz 
conductor. The contained, bright 
string tone allowed every shade of 
colour to emerge without the need 
for “pointing’*, right down to the 
pianissimo toss drum in the Hun¬ 
garian March. And he has a 
wonderful feel for the elusive shape 
of Berlioz's musical phrases. But 


his reading was — what is the right 
word? — spacious, perhaps. If you 
think of Berlioz in terms of reckless 
impulse, then try another address. 

Louise Winter was in seductively 
plushy voice as Marguerite, and 
expressive viola and cor anglais 
support made her two big numbers 
the high points of the evening. 


Maybe Willard White wasn't en¬ 
tirely at ease performing 
Mephistopheles’s Serenade as a 
Maurice Chevalier top hat and 
cane number, but he sang beauti¬ 
fully and adopted a nicely sardonic 
mien. The relentlessly high-flying 
title role is a killer to which 
Bonaventura Bottone's lialianate 


timbre is not wholly suited, but he 
went at it fearlessly. Graeme 
Danby made an impact as a 
skinhead Brander. and the aug¬ 
mented chorus was on lusty form. 
But I can't remember when I was 
last so grateful for a final curtain. 

Rodney Milnes 


A body of 
anguished 
evidence 

WHEN the Royal Opera's Salome 
revival opened just over a week 
ago. it was as if Robert Hale, as 
John the Baptist, was not so much 
preparing the way of the Lord as 
making the' way straight for Bryn 
Terfel. It was Terfel who created 
die role of Jokanaan when Luc 
Bondy*s production was new. and 
he now returns to it for the last four 
performances. 

One of the wonders in this albeit 


Salome 

Covent Garden 


flawed production is that each 
singer makes each role very much 
his or her own. And Terfel as 
Jokanaan, of course, has done so 
supremely from the start. Ftom the 
moment the crucial spot in the 
palace floor stirs uneasily, like the 
slow eruption of a molehill, and the 
great human arm surfaces from its 
underground prison, right up to 
the final, silent martyrdom, this 
Baptist's presence endures far be¬ 
yond the short span of the role. 

The body language expresses a 
tense equilibrium of torment and 
nobility. Only in his visionary 
moments does this Jokanaan*s 
body find its true axis, its proper 
perpendicular, when physical, 
earthy matters are at issue, it is 
tortuously earthbound. And Ter¬ 
fel’s voice is. characteristically, at 
one with the expression of his body. 
Anger and anguish serrate its edge: 
yet spiritual vision transfigures his 
bass-baritone into a new and 
supple tenderness. 

The psychological growth of 
Salome herself is only thinly 
sketched in this production, yet the 
intensity of Catherine MaJfirano’s 
protracted battle of wills with 
Terfel brings a compensatory con¬ 
centration of focus. The return of 
Terfel certainly brings new impe¬ 
tus to a musical momentum al¬ 
ready confidently and rhrillingly 
under way under the baton of 
Christoph von Dohnanyi. Those 
who fail to calch the show on 
Friday or next Monday will be able 
to see it at a future date on BBC2. 

Hilary Finch 


V 


CONCERTS: Stockhausen revisited; Stravinsky at length; and a stunning stand-in soprano 


Patience sore tested 


R adio 3Ts Sounding the 
Century series is pro¬ 
viding valuable oppor¬ 
tunities to re-encounter some 
of the semina! works of the 
contemporary era. On Sun¬ 
day a group from the London 
Siiifonietta Voices took us 
back to 1968 for Stockhausen's 
Stimmung and Cornelius 
Cardew's The Great Learn¬ 
ing. The former is the more 
significant work and it re¬ 
mains. for all its infuriating; 
eccentricities, a major contri¬ 
bution to the repertory — 
something that cannot be said 
of Stockhausen’s more recent 
offerings. 

Stimmung requires rtte six 
sinners, seated in a semi¬ 
circle. tD vocalise on the 
overtones of a single fiinda- 
menral - a low B flat - 
building up a complex web of 
vowel sounds (by moving 
tongue and lips) and of pitch¬ 
es derived from the primary 
note. The effect is of a single 
chord, with occasional vari¬ 
ants. sustained (in this perfor¬ 
mance) for SS minutes. 


Stimmung 
Queen Elizabeth Hall 


Each of the work's 51 sec¬ 
tions follows a “model", set by 
a lead singer, the others 
gradually conform to the 
model and a new section is 
started. Magic names — gods 
and goddesses — are periodi¬ 
cally called out and their 
vowels assimilated into the 
model. 

The London Sinfonietia 
Voices were not afraid to 
introduce flashes of humour 

— Nicole Tibbels shrieking 
“come on", Terry Edwards 
invoking “Zeus” with exag¬ 
gerated resonance — but 
could do little (o redeem the 
embarrassment of Stock¬ 
hausen's own love poems. 

For this performance, the 
singers elected to embark on 
the sections in random order 

— a considerable technical 
feat rarely, if ever, attempted 
before, and executed with 
commendable assurance. 


From Cardew’s The Great 
Learning (which, complete, 
runs to some seven hours) we 
heard just “Paragraph I". 
Here the “chorus" (for which 
the London Sinfonietta Voices 
were joined by special guests 
that included the composer 
Diana Burrell) do not sing. 
Instead they clash stones, 
blow whistles and chant a text 
taken from Confucius. None 
of which is as vacuous as it 
might sound: the subtle cross¬ 
rhythms on stones made an 
arresting opening, for in¬ 
stance. while dusters of sus¬ 
tained tones were modified 
almost imperceptibly follow¬ 
ing each whistle “solo". 

If almost superhuman pa¬ 
tience is required to respond 
to this slowly evolving process 
— and 1 admit that 1 was 
sorely tested — then that is a 
fair reflection on the oft- 
repeated Confucian message 
of self-discipline as the path to 
enlightenment. 

Barry 

Millington 

O nly Stravinskians and 
Kathleen Battle’s de¬ 
voted fans would have 
been disappointed by the 
changes to Saturday’s London 
Philharmonic programme, 
but the rest of the Festival Hall 
audience revelled in an excel¬ 
lent concert. Having a glowing 
artist such as Barbara Bonney 
step into the shoes of the 
temperamental diva (who was 
indisposed) actually seemed 
like rather a good deal, and 
the more focused programme 
consisting only of Mozart and 
Mahler was probably an im¬ 
provement too. 

The first part of the evening 
became a neat Nozze di Figaro 
package. with two of 
Susanna's arias preceded by 
the overture. Christoph 
Eschenbach, conducting the 
second of his LPO concerts last 
week, got superlatively fine 
playing from the orchestra: 
with purling winds and shin¬ 
ing strings the overture had 
stylish brio. But Eschenbach 
gave it dramatic tension, too. 
that showed just what Figaro 
is about. He w as a considerate 
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Four Critics in the Director's Chair 
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Times Drama Critic 
Jeremy Kingston directs 

ALBERT1HE IN FIVE TIMES 

by Michel Tremblay 
Nicholas de Jon^h din^cts 

traveller without luggage 

by Jean Anouilh 

Michael QHinston directs 
THE STRONGER 
by August Strindberg 

* THE LOVER 

by Harold Pinter 
James Christoper directs 

SHOE SHOP OE DESIRE 

by Robert Young 


For further details call the Box Office on 

0171 223 2223 


TtUunro HIH ■ L OUDON SW11 - 0171 223 2223 



Symphonies 
with problems 


W hen is a symphony 
not a symphony? 
More often than not, 
when it’s by Stravinsky. And, 
as if to prove the point, the 
BBC Philharmonic collected 
almost all his non-symphonies 
together to demonstrate their 
various degrees of aberrance, 
as the BBC orchestras’ South 
Bank rites of spring continued. 

First came the Symphonies 
of Wind Instruments: etymo¬ 
logically correct, but with not a 
shadow of symphonic form in 
sight. Commentators often 
speak of the composer’s cine¬ 
matic, “splicing" technique. 
Here it yielded gentle, sepia 
sequences, thanks to Yan- 
Pascal Tortelier’s choice of the 
original 1920 version. 

Then the Symphony in 
Three Movements filled the 
stage with the BBC Philhar¬ 
monic — plus a piano. St ravin- 
sky frequently referred to the 
first movement as a piano 
concerto, and the work as a 

Bonney 

and 

blithe 

LPO/ Eschenbach 
Festival Hall 


accompanist to Bonney in two 
arias from the original version 
of the opera. Venite inginoc- 
chiatevi and Deh vieni, non 
tardar. 

Bonney's beautiful voice 
continues to bloom, and it now 
has more colour than ever. 
The soprano used it to bring 
her first aria to winy life, and 
in Deh vieni floated lines that 
were full of amorous longing- 
Finally, she was bold in 
Exsuhate. jubilate, capturing 
the contrasting moods of Mo¬ 
zarts motet. Phrasing was 
shapely, and the top notes 
exquisitely controlled. 


BBCPO/Tortelier 

Festival Hall/Radio 3 


whole as a concerto for orches¬ 
tra. and Tortelier certainly 
exploited it as such. 

Back in time to the Sympho¬ 
ny in C, still lucking against 
the great tradition. But not 
kicking as hard, perhaps, as it 
could. After the opening fast, 
tight crescendo, this was a 
somewhat cool, pursed-lip per¬ 
formance, with one smudged 
entry too many. 

The concert ended with the 
Symphony of Psalms. The 
London Symphony Chorus 
were responsible for the 
ritualised triptych of prayer, 
promise and praise; but they, 
too, seemed below par. Per¬ 
haps, in this long evening, 
they had waited just too long 
for the Lord. 

Hilary Finch 

Mahler’s Fifth Symphony 
was conducted by Eschenbach 
with his characteristic all-out 
intensity, but also with the 
clear-headedness that is vital 
in this music; without a score 
he was still attentive to every 
comer of die enormous or¬ 
chestra- Every idea in this 
fluctuating score fell into 
place, and transitions were 
smooth. The terrifyingly pow¬ 
erful opening sank naturally 
into the funeral march that 
follows, and the music soon 
swelled up again with shatter¬ 
ing vehemence. Eschenbach 
balanced this on-the-edge neu¬ 
rosis in the first two move¬ 
ments with the gradual 
affirmation of the remaining 
three, though he played up die 
unreality of the dances in the 
Scherzo rather than any hum¬ 
our its tide may imply. Even 
the famous Adagieno, here a 
sustained outpouring of quiet 
luminosity, was tear-laden, 
and it took the blazing finale to 
establish that the Fifth is 
indeed an optimistic work. 

John Allison 


Gone quite contrary 


AFTER seven highly success¬ 
ful albums in a misty, soft- 
focus vein. Mary Blade went 
for something of a musical 
makeover with her new al¬ 
bum. Shine. Out went Dedan 
Sinnott the Irish producer 
who had been with her from 
the start, along with the gentle 
Irish songwriters whose work 
she had always championed. 
In came Larry Klein, a top Los 
Angeles producer best known 
for his connection with Joni 
Mitchell, and a cosmopolitan 
collection of adult rock songs. 
The result is a tougher sound 
with a bite that has shocked 
some of her traditional fans. 

The new, unproved Blade 



Mary Black 
Barbican 


with added raunch was on 
offer at “From The Heart", the 
nine-day festival which is cur¬ 
rently turning the Barbican 
into a supermarket for Irish 
music, and consumer reaction 
was highly favourable. In a set 
of 20 songs, she sang seven 
numbers from Shine and. 
alongside the older material, 
the new songs did just that. 

Whar Klein has skilfully 
coaxed out of Black is a 
willingness to attack a song 
instead of merely stroking it 
She opened with the album’s 
title track, a dramatic ballad 
about rising from the ashes of 
failed love, which displayed 
the elasticity of her voice, and 
followed with One and Only . 
an up-tempo tune which she 
grabs by the scruff of its neck 
and shakes down with an 
unsuspected vigour. 

She stretched the voice fur¬ 
ther on Richard Thompson's I 
Misunderstood, and two 
David Gray songs. Trespass 
Shoes and Almost Gone, em¬ 
phasised the breadth of the 
new attack. Best of all was / 
Will Be There, a classic call- 
and-response duet for which 
the writer, Paul Brady, joined 
Black on stage- By now the 
band had also been joined by 
festival organiser DonaJ 
Lunny. Blade was bashing the 
hell out of a bodhran and 


there were no fewer than ten 
people on stage. The sound 
was mighty indeed and old 
Black favourites such as Past 
the Point of Rescue and Vani¬ 
ties inevitably sounded insipid 
by comparison. 

Black’s career had reached a 
plateau and she had the choice 
of finding a fresh challenge or 


settling comfortably into the 
role of all-round MOR enter¬ 
tainer. She has adventurously 
struck our far the high road 
and on the strength of this 
performance it is the best 
derision she has ever made. 

Nigel 

Williamson 


SHARE IN THE NEXT 
EXCITING CHAPTER OF 
BRITISH FILM HIS TORY 


KING LEAR 

BY WILLIAM SHAKES PE ARE 
King Lear is, the next major film 
from the makers of mxcaeth. 


This is your opportunity to 
share in the project. Debentures 
of £500 each will be offered 
in King Lear pic. 

Debenture holders are 
entitled to: 

* Repayment of your capital 
from Income. 

‘Appear as an extra in tbe Him 
*A share of any net profit 
of the film. 

•A ticket for the World 
Premiere. 

* A listing in the credits. 

*Join in the world of t. > 

EQnMnaklig from 
the inside 



To reserve your pro s pectua: 

Rina: (017B9) 282779 or 269B81 e-maB: 101330. 1352@compuse>ve com 
or send this coupon to: King Lear pic, 1 1 Central Chambers. 

Cooks Alley. Strati orci-Uporv Avon. wararttacsWre. CV37 BON 

Name.... 

Address.. 

Tel No. Oayttme.Evening. 

The Director ct King Lear pic accept responsibly lor the content^’tNs 
statomenVaavertisemenL which has been approved by Kemon 4 Co a 
firm authorised by the institute of Chartered Accountants in England arvf 
Wales to cany on Investment business. 
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■ CHOICE 1 

Potsdam revisited: 
Michael Gambon 
plays Tom Driberg 
in Tom and Clem 

VENUE: Previews begin 
tonight at the Aldwych 



LONDON 

p L1AH - The Royal Phl lh ann a flic 
thdieateo'sCSasstesenaarcUKtesife 
evening's performance of Mande*- 
srtin's great oruono — a core work Hi 
Jtw Engfh choral reperfake The 
conductor fcj Quota Arad Hughes 
Abort HaB, Kansmglori Gera. SW7 
(0171-589 8? 121 TtrtghL 7 30pm. 0 

KINOE Artists. scUptors aid 
phoiograptBrE celebrate the vibrancy ol 
the Indian aub-continenl in An ffitfibttiofi 
in aU olthe chertty Kids h Need c* 
EducoUon. wt*cb sponaorj educational 
probids tor children In India and Nepal 
74 St Jatnn'a SW SWt (0171-278 
94331. Today and lomcrnw, IQam-Spm 

SOUTH BAWC In the Queen Btzabeth 
Hal (7 45pm), Kenneth Suto drecis the 
Academy of St Hafln-iii-ttM-FMds 
n Haydn's Symphony No 88 and Ihe first 
performance oJ Tons Kaumann's 
Nrfafissfrrus Acutus. Keith Lewd, tenor, 
joins the orchestra n an expfcxalton of 
Rimbaud's poetry ki BnUen's song cycle 
LesHumnations The concert ends with 
g selection of suites from Schubert's 
Ros&mnda. IMhe Purcel Room 
(7 30pm), Andrew Keeping performs a 
prorramme ol gutar masfemwrf® 

South Bank Centra. SE1 (0171-930 
4242) S3 

TOM AND CUBA- Michael Gambon 
plays Ihe flamboyantly hctecreet Tom 
Drfaerg and Alec McCowen Ihe newty 


B HALLOWEBI NIGHT Rough 
Magic Company from Ireland brings the 
Four COmera season to a dose «mth 
Lyme Parker's production of Dedan 
Hughes's ptey In a holiday collage lour 
uneasy couples wail lor their has) rn 
appear Supernatural events ensue 
DomrW Warehouse. Earfwn Street, 
WC2 (0171-360 1732). Opens tonight. 
7pm Then Mon-Sal 8pm: mal Sat. 

4pm UnM April 19. 

□ THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING 
OSCAR: Mrteil MacLfammdlr's 
i i InLi iimn tribute In WUde: mowigty 
revived by Simon CaBow, conveying the 
vnL the p-avrty. the distress. 

Savoy, Strand, WC2 (0171-8368888). 
Mon-Sat. Bpm: mats Wed and SaL 3pm. 
Unll May 10 

O KMGS Homer, the Hist two books, 
as Atan Howad thrflngly leHa them. In 
Christopher Logue's translation. A rare 
chance to hear the quarrel between 
Addles and Agamemnon presented as 
toe poet immded. *1 five performance. 
Tricycle. 269 Kllbum High Road. MM3 
(0171-328 1000). Men-SaL 8pm. mar 
SaL 4pm. Until Aprt 19. 

B LADY IN THE DARK. The 1941 
musical try Moss Hart ba Gershwin and 
Kurt Wafl. A fashion adftor (Marta 
Friedman) vbea her peyctutrat to tefl ol 
bar dreams about three man. AH aongs 
excepl the Wong tuHaij. My Ship. ocar 
n the dream sequences Dkected by 
Francesca Zambelo. 

National (Lyttelton). South Bank, SE1 
(0171-929 2252). TomgW-Sat. 7.30pcrr. 
mal SaL 2.15pm In rep. 


NEW RELEASES 

♦ FEVER PITCH (15) FootbaB-crazod 
teacher taHs in love. Appaatng version ol 
fflek Hornby's book, with Coin Frtfi. 

Ruth Gommel. Dredor, Dawd Evans. 
Ctaphvn Picture Houaa (0171 -488 
3323) Odeona; Kana l ngton (01B1-315 
4214) Marble Arch (0181-315 4218) 
Sirin Cdttege (0181-315 422Q) West 
End (0181-315 4221) Ritzy (0171-737 
2121) UQ WhKefeys (0990-888 990) 
Virgin Chelsea (0171-352 5098) 

♦ HARD IEN (18)- Tendon among 
London hrtmen Maretndous Bntidi 
totter fa to Tarantino moUd 
ABC PIccarHly (0171-437 3681) 

A SELF-MADE HERO (IS)- Jacques 
Aixtertfs captwanrtg film about a bogus 
Resisianoe hero hi the Second Wbrkt 
War, with Matthteu Kassoritz. 
CuizonMayta* (0171-389 1720) 
Phoenix (0181-883 2233) Renoir (0171 - 
837 8400 Rio (0171-254 6677) 

TOKYO RST (18): Cyberpunk love 
triangle from Japanese drecK* Sfttaya 
Tsdanwro. Not tor the squeamish 
ICA Ctem (0171-930 3847) 

CURRENT 

• BLOOD AND WINE (15) ■ Seedy 
edwmures ol wine merchant Jack 
Ncholson StyfcJi potbollar tram 
dredor Bab Ralefson 

Virgins: Put ham Road (0171 -370 
2636) Hoymartat (0171-8391527) 
Warner (0171 -437 4343) 

* THE ENGLISH PATIENT |15V Map- 
makng Ralph Femes smoulders with 


TODAY’S CHOICE 


A dally guide to arts 
and entertainment 
compiled by Gtdittn Maxey 


etedea Labour Pnme Mntfer. Clement 
Atdee. n Stephen Chur chars play, set 
n Pot3dam in the summer of 1945. 
Richard Wilson directs. 

Aldwych. Aldwych. WC2 (0i 71-416 
6007) Previews begin taragbt. 73Qpm. 
Opens April 14,7pm. Then Man-Sen 
7.30pm: mete Wed and SaL 3pm 

ELSEWHERE 

BIRMINGHAM: Paavo JArvi conckicts 
the Oty of Bbmkigham Symphony 
O iLlwba nStenhamm arf s overture. 
Excdsiorfand Berwald's Fourth 
Symphony NeJsen's FWa Concerto Is 
played by Karin Gowtand, and the 
evening condudas wfih Mendahsohn's 
Symphony No 4. The programme w* be 
repeated on Saturday at 7pm 
Sy mp ho n y KaB. Broad Street (0121- 
212 3333). Tonlgrt, 7 30pm. 0 

BFBSTOL. C*»a Noble and Steve 
Toussart ta The Amen Comer, Jamas 
Bakhwi's gripping Hot Goapal drama, 
patng salvation uainst jazz. Padatte 
Randal drocts. Frst revival since 1987. 
OM Vic, King Street (0117-987 7877). 
Previews taraght, 730pm Opens 


THEATRE GUIDE 


■ House foB, returns only 
B Some seats avaflabte 
□ Seats at all prices 


□ LADY WINDERMERE’S FANl 
Braham Murray's production of Wfflda 
down from Manchester ter a ten-week 
season. Gdxiete Drake plays the 
woman wfih a pad. Rebecca Johnson 
the virtuous wile wrthoul a mother. 

H i — I re Royal. Hsymariret SWi 
(0171-930 88001 MooSat 8pm: mats 
Thus, 3pm, Sm. 5pm. 

□ POPCORN- Ben Elton's btstering 
comedy about morie violence. A 
Tarartirwesquadtoclor gets his come¬ 
uppance whan a couple ol senaf Ut* 
(great ptaytng by Patrick O'Kane and 
Dana Davis) blame hbn tor thab 
mrsdaeds. Laurence Boswell directa. 
Apdo. Shall ustxry Avenue. W1 
97171-494 5070). MnrvSaL Bpm: mats 
wed. 3pm. and SaL 4pm. 

□ ROMANCE, ROMANCE: Musical 
double-bB by Barry Harman and KaBh 
Hermann, derived from a Schnfcler hit 
of low ri old Vienna coupled wfih a 
modem version set on Long Island. 
Directed by Steven Dexter. Transfer from 
a sen-out run at Ihe Bndewel. 

Gielgud. Shaftesbury Avenue, W1 


CINEMA GUIDE 


Geoff Brown's assessment of 
INRm In London aid Mm 
In dicated with the symbol ♦) 
on release ac ro s s the country 


passer far Kristn Scott Thomas. 
Barbican E (0171-638 8891) C h s t s e e 
(0171-351 3742) Ctepham Picture 
House (0171-488 3323) CuraonWeat 
End (0171-389 1722) Odaona: 
Kensington 10181-315 4214) Marbia 
Arch (0181-315 4?iq Swiss Cottage 
(0181-315 4220) Plaza (0990888 990) 
Rsnoir (0171-637 840Z) Richmond 
(0181-332 0030) Ho (0171 -254 6877) 
Rhzy (0171 737 2121) Screen on 
Baker Street (0171 -935 2772) Screen 
on the Green (0171-226 3520) UCI 
Whltstoys (0990-888 990] Virgin 
Futam Road (0171-370 2636) Warner 
(0171 -437 4343) Watermans (0181- 
5881176) 

♦ MARS ATTACKS! (12)' 71m 
Burton's sHy and star-studded spoof of 
the aten rwasion move. 

Virgins: Firiham Road (0171-370 
2638) TracadoroQ (0171-434 0031) 
Warner (0171-437 4343) 

♦ SECRETS & LIES (15) MVa Levgh's 
Cannes trtimph. an uneven but 
absorbmg tale about lamify He. With 
Brenda Btethyn and Timothy SpatL 
ABC Ponton Street (0171-930 06311 
Odeoti Mezzanine 0(0181-315 4215) 


■ CHOICE 2 

Max StaffordClaik 
directs April 
de Angelis’s The 
Positive Hour 

VENUE: Opens tonight. 
West Yorkshire Playhouse 


THE! 


sTTMES 


ARTS 



■ DANCE 

At Covent Garden 
MacMillan’s 
Anastasia is 
revived with 
mixed success by 
the Royal Ballet 



■ JAZZ 

A tribute to 
John Coltrane 
is one of the 
highlights of 
Cheltenham’s 
jazz festival 


tomorrow. 730pm. Than Mon-Wed, 
7.30pm. Thure-Sat. Bpm; maaThurs 
and Sat, 2JQpm. LH1 May 3 

LSDS-Out of Joint and Hampstead 
Theatre present Aprl de Angete's waty 
and astute new play. The Posttfve 
Hour. Although Mranda endeavours to 
ttnpfwa the lives of those aroint her, 
she la teaeeangly owerwtiasned by the 
fesiirig that thee fortunes ere beyond 
her central. MaxSteftord-CtarkcErecte 
West YoriaMe Ptayhouaa. The 
Quarry. HJ1 Mount (0113-244 2111). 
Opens tonight. 7 45pm. The Mon-SaL 
7.45pm: mats Wad (Apr IQ. 2pm. end 
Sat (Apr 19). 3pm Untt April 19.0 

LONDON GALLERIES 

Art FWL- David Prentice; Margaret 
Hunter (0171-734 038Q).. Cate'Mew 
PatSIngs from West Cornwall: Carote 
McOowaB. Rtahard NoO, Sa* bnpey 
(0171-232 2170)... Crren.' Marfan 
Woucfa: "Thrice the Lite. ."(0171-836 
1458)... Gallery K. Chrtatro Watson 
— Women ol Roma (0171-794 494S) 
Groavenor Mark Shields (0171-829 
0391). . Ha y wa rd: Material Culture- 
The Ob(ect ol Brttwh Art ol the 1980s 
and 19903 pi 71-938 3144)... 
Hattons): London's Monets (0171-747 
2885)... Orleans House: From 
Heatan to Abstraction: Richmond 
Printmakws (0181-8920221).. 
Pe ntagram ' Tony Evans pi 71 -229 
3477)... Whitechapel: Antechanber 
(0171-522 7883) 


pi 71 -494 5065). Mon-SaL 8pm; mats 
Thurs and Sat. 3pm 

B SUPER-BEASTS: Cast of tour, 
ndudng Moray Watson, tn revue-styte 
production of short stones and playlets 
by Sate A show planned by Enfiyn 
WNIams in Ihe 1970s but never 
previously performed 

Jtarmyn Street, 16bJermynSt,SWI 
P171-287 2875) Previews begti 
lorn^rt, 7.45fm. Opens April U 

□ THBt AGAM...: A new Lyric 
Revue, drawing on the sharper Hems 
Irom years gone by. plus fresh material 
Nd Bartlett directs Desmond Band, 
Dawn French, Shela Hancock and Ndl 
Mrftarkeyr. wtlh John Gould al Ihe prena 
Lyric, Kteg StreeL HammersnUOi. WE 
pi81-741 2311). Mon-Sat, 730pm; 
mats SaL 2 30pm. UnH April 19. 

LONG RUNNERS 

□ Blood Brother* Phoenix (0171-369 
1733)... B Gate. New London (0171- 
405 0072) ...□ ThaComplate 
Warinof WB&amShakaapaare 
(Abridged); Criterion (0171-369 1737) 

□ Matfln Guam: Prince Edward 
(0171-447 5400)... B Las 
IflodrafateK Palace (0171-434 0909) 

□ The Mousetrap: St Martin's (0171- 
8361443). .. ■ TTm Ptiantom of the 
Opera: Her Majesty's (0171-494 5400) 

□ Starflght Expreaa: Apoflo Victarta 
PI71-4166054)... D The WOman ki 
Blade Fortune P171-836 2238) 

Tld«st rtormaflon supplied by Sodaly 
of London Theatre. 


♦ SHINE (tg : ChM prodigy pianist 
crumples undw the strain. 

Odaona; Keturingtea pi81-315 42141 
MSTtMibieS piBI-315 421S) Plan fo 
(0990888990) Warner 0(0171 -437 
4343) 

♦ STAR WARS (U): The mowe 
milestone reams, with tour «tra 
mmutas. Wfth Mark HamRL Harriaon 
Ford, Carrie Fisher and Alec Gifaneas. 
ABC Tottenham Court Road (0171- 
636 61481 Odaona: Kondngton (0181- 
315 4214) Uloaatar Square P18T- 
315 4215) Marble Areh (0181-315 
■42165 Swiss Cottage P181-3154220) 
Rttzy (0171-7372121) UCIWNtetoys 
Q (0990 888990) Virgin Firiham Road 
PI71-370 2636) 

TROJAN EDDIE (15): Urban scamp 
Stephen Rea struggles to ba ha own 
man. Droll drama, Wth Richard Harris. 
Metro PI71-437 0757) 

♦ WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE’S 
ROMEO + JULIET (12); Eflerveacera 
oontemporery treatment. Wth Leonardo 
DiCaprio and Ctahe Danes. 

ABC Tottantrem Court Road (0171- 
638 B148) Barbican Q [0171-638 8891) 
Ctapham Picture Hooaa (0171 -498 
332B Notttng HR Coronet 0 (0171- 
727 6705) OdaonK Kanalngton 
(0181-315 4214) Marbte Arab (0181- 
315 4216] Swiss Cottage (0181 315 
4220) Plaza0(0990888990) Ritzy 
pi 71-737 2121) Screen/Baker Street 
PI 71-935 2772) uaWWtateya IS 

P990 888990) Vbgfna: Chatoea 
PI71-352 5096) Trocadon>0 [0171- 
434 0031) Warner pi 71-137 4343) . 


Flat copy 
of the old 
master 

DANCE: Debra Craine on a patchy 
Covent Garden revival of Anastasia 

W hat would the bling over with flighty excite- 
Royal Ballet do ment The Tsarina is lusdous- 
without Kenneth ly regal in hers, savouring 
MacMillan? His each arabesque and luxuriant 


P EE CONWAY 


W hat would the 
Royal Ballet do 
without Kenneth 
MacMQJan? His 
full-length works are second 
only to the classics in terms of 
their importance in Covent 
Garden’s programming. Al¬ 
ready this season we've had 
his Prince of the Pagodas, next 
week we get his Romeo and 
Juliet . and on Monday night 
Anastasia returned to the 
Royal Opera House stage. 

MacMillan's 1971 work pos¬ 
sesses neither the narrative 
thrust of Romeo, nor the 
symbolist power of Pagodas. 
Its abrupt change of style in 
Act III — created in 1967 as a 
one-act ballet all its own — still 
jars. But Anastasia does have 
one thing going for it some 
brilliant choreography. 

The flow of inspired writing 
is virtually uninterrupted in 
Act I. which takes place on the 
eve of war in 1914. The 
imperial Russian family is 
having a picnic and the young 
Anastasia, like her three sis¬ 
ters, is unaware of the catas¬ 
trophe brewing in Europe. 
They dance with a carefree, 
romantic indulgence, sunning 
themselves in the warmth of 
privilege. Anastasia is effer¬ 
vescent in her dancing, bub¬ 


bling over with flighty excite¬ 
ment The Tsarina is luscious¬ 
ly regal in hers, savouring 
each arabesque and luxuriant 
backbend. 

The middle act, set in 1917 at 
Anastasia's coming-out ball, is 
acutely observant of human 
behaviour. This lime it is the 
hypocrisy of the royal mar¬ 
riage under the microscope 
and MacMillan exposes it 
through movement that con¬ 
trives to interlink the conflict¬ 
ing relationships of Anas¬ 
tasia'S parents. Act III takes us 
to the Berlin asylum which 
houses Anna Anderson, the 
woman who believes she is the 
Grand Duchess Anastasia. It 
is a half-hour, non-stop night¬ 
mare of excoriating memories 
relived in choreography strick¬ 
en with terror. 

This is, of course, where the 
ballerina makes her mark. 
And it is through tire ballerina 
that die two disparate halves 
of Anastasia — the Tchaikov¬ 
sky and the Martinu — are 
reconciled. Leanne Benjamin, 
the first cast Anastasia, is 
physically perfect for the role. 
Her tiny frame is remarkably 
pliant, ideal far the elasticity of 
MacMillan's body language, 
and she has no hesitation in 
risking life and limb for the 





Leanne Benjamin, a physically perfect—and brave — Anastasia, with Stuart Cassidy 


sake of his physically draining 
choreography. 

But the dramatic complex¬ 
ities of MacMillan's psycho¬ 
logical explorations were too 
often overlooked in her read¬ 
ing on Monday night Act II. 
in particular, found Benjamin 
looking as if she had forgotten 
the plot entirely. And, al¬ 


though she redeemed herself 
somewhat in Act III, her 
Anderson did not quite rise to 
the level ofharrowing. 

The rest of the opening night 
cast was uneven. Elizabeth 
McGorian oozed elegance as 
the Tsarina, and danced beau¬ 
tifully. But Christopher 
Saunders, as Nicholas n, was 


almost a blank slate. So was 
William Tucketfs Rasputin, 
who circled the royal family 
with all the menace of a parish 
priest Mara Galeazzi was 
fluent and animated as the 
Tsar’s mistress, despite some 
horrendous partnering prob¬ 
lems with an ineffectual Bruce 
Sansom. 


'fe JAZZ: The Cheltenham Festival upheld a rich tradition of solo brilliance, says Alyn Shipton 


T he major new commission of this 
year’s festival began with a 
bang. Tommy Smith’s Planet 
Wave for 12-piece band started with the 
big bang some 20 billion years ago and 
swept magisterially through tune in 
ten movements linked to poems by 
Edwin Morgan. The scaring was 
accomplished, with some dazzling 
effects, including a passage for four 
flutes delicately poised over dulcet 
trombones and trumpets, and some all- 
too-brief solo opportunities for trum¬ 
peters Guy Barker and Gerard 
Presencer, flautist Stan Sulzmann and 
saxophonists Tim Garland and Smith 
himself. 

Smith’s writing seemed strangely 
anachronistic, echoing tire third- 
stream ideas of composers like William 
Russo, whose Trilothons explored the 
same prehistoric subject matter. Over¬ 
all, Planet Wave lacked sufficient 
variety to carry it through 90 minutes, 
and it was further inhibited by Morgan 
himself, delivering his poems with little 
more sensitivity than if they had been 


Bodies full of soul 


the shipping forecast, like the third- 
streamers before him. Smith’s concep¬ 
tion suppressed his soloists' role, 
denying some of Britain's liveliest 
voices the chance to shine in a festival 
that was elsewhere a joyous affirma¬ 
tion of the rich jazz solo tradition. 

Saxophonists dominated the event 
with James Moody, Jackie McLean 
and Chico Freeman among the high¬ 
lights. Holding his own in such august 
company was Britain’s Alan Skidmore, 
in an impassioned tribute to the work 
of John Coltrane. Supported by Steve 
Melling on piano and the relentless 
power of Stephen Keogh on drums. 
Skidmore whipped a drowsy lunch¬ 
time crowd into submission with a 
blistering examination of Coltrane'S 
core repertoire. In the middle of the set. 
Body and Soul made the first of a 
number of appearances over the week¬ 


end. here rehaimonised by Coltrane 
into a bleak, unforgiving statement 

An hour or so later. Body and Soul 
turned up again, this time adorned 
with Tatum-esque runs and chromat¬ 
ics amid the steady tap of the audi¬ 
ence’s feet as part of Monty 
Alexander’s virtuoso solo piano recital. 

When Bod v and Soul next reap¬ 
peared, it became the high point of the 
festivaL It was a major coup for 
Cheltenham to bring Johnny Griffin 
over from France to join an all-star 
British rhythm section for his first 
appearance here this decade. The 
surprise ingredient was drummer 
Steve Arguelles. also now a French 
resident, and appearing earlier with 
his own minimalist trio, the Recyclers. 
His eccentric solo on Griffin’s Hot 
Sake was inventive even at the fastest 
of tempos, and there were grins all 


round as pianist John Taylor and 
bassist Dave Green threw in their own 
inventions in the wake of Griffin’s hell- 
for-leather playing. Yet, as a man who 
grew up adoring Ben Webster, Griffin 
remains the supreme ballad player on 
tenor, his Body and Soul as exquisite, 
delicate and light as Skidmore’s had 
been dark, brooding and stark. 

As the sun set over the Georgian 
streets, the final set came from the Art 
Ensemble of Chicago, proving that 
yesterday’s avant garde are the core of 
today’s tradition. No drummer at the 
festival could match Famadou Don 
Moye for his robust confidence, let 
alone his shimmering blue suit and 
knee-high snakeskin boots, and Mala- 
chi Favors reminded us from behind 
his painted mask that he is one of the 
most powerful bassists in jazz. 

They closed the event on a bang even 
greater than Smith’s with a reminder 
that jazz is about more than composi¬ 
tion, and that its heartbeat is the 
freedom of the soloisr and the stimulus 
of collective improvisation. 
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■ THEATRE! 

^ .fev® National scene 
change why the 
| Olivier has been 
BsSftjjfr 1 transformed into 

ji^L • 'a theatre 
^I in the round 


■ THEATRE 2 

Alex Jones’s 
distressing 
but powerful 

Noise is 
premiered by 
the Soho Theatre 

the^^times 

ARTS 
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.; ... ^ 
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■ RISING STAR 

The composer Paul 
Gladstone Reid 
has no trouble 
in spanning 
vastly different 
musical worlds 

|| 

■ TOMORROW 

Portrait of a 
porn merchant 

The People vs. 
Larry Flynt 
reviewed, and the 
other top movies 

THEATRE: Andy Lavender leams how the Olivier was metamorphosed into a theatre in the round Plus reviews 


Cruel 
but 
honest 

BACK in 1967 tite thugs who 
stoned a baby to death in 
Edward Band’s Saved did not 
get off scot-free. One of them 
went to prison amid offstage 
displays of public fury. As his 
subsequent descent into rag¬ 
ing Marxism showed. Bond 
was far from pro-police. In¬ 
deed, he pretty clearly regard¬ 
ed them as the lackeys of an 
Establishment ultimately re¬ 
sponsible for the very exis¬ 
tence of stone-throwing baby- 
killers. But it did not occur to 
him that the laws against 
violence and murder could not 
and would not be enforced. 

Thirty years later, all of 
those baby-killers would have 
remained at large and contin¬ 
ued to terrorise a community 
too frightened, apathetic or 
callous to call the cops. At any 
rate, that is the inference of 
Alex Jones’s strong, distress¬ 
ing play. True, the violence in 
Noise is a bit less extreme than 
in Saved . and its prime victim 
two months from being boo; 

Noise 

Soho Theatre 


but if you asked me which 
urban jungle 1 would rather 
inhabit, I would take Bond’s 
south London over Jones's 
Black Country. 

For the first act the subject 
seems to be the one baldly 
invoked by the play's tide. 
What should Samantha 
Edmonds’s Becky and Gra¬ 
ham Bryan's Dan, the teenage 
couple awaiting the arrival of 
their baby, do about the awful 
rock music that pounds out 
nightly new door? Again and 
again they put off confronting 
their neighbour; but end up 
complaining to their land¬ 
lords, a somewhat convenient¬ 
ly ineffective housing assoc¬ 
iation-That is a mistake, given 
that the hi-fi belongs to An¬ 
drew Tieman’s Matt 

Noise has its weaknesses. 
Shouldn’t Dan and Becky, 
coming from a part of town 
where a family was fire- 
bombed for grassing to the 
fuzz, be less cheerily mnocent 
and more streetwise? Bui 
Jones avoids the more predict¬ 
able dangers. Matt could be a 
melodramatic psychotic, cre¬ 
ated for the sake of a lot of 
cheap second-act tension. 
Well he probably is psychotic 
and he does drum up tension, 
but behind his mood-swings 
there is a plausible person: 
sometimes self-hating, always 
self-pitying, and capable of 
convincing himself he has 
been plunged into a world 
packed with people denying 
him his rights, such as playing 
very loud music at 2am. 

A woman in the front row 
walked out of the first night 
and 1 could not blame her, for 
at that moment Matt was 
waving a knife at Becky’s 
private parts. But Noise is not 
exploitative, and glib only 
when Matt offers his own 
gloss on one of Mrs Thatcher’s 
dicta: "Society doesnt exist 
any more - strue. s’offidal." 
There’s no need for out-of¬ 
character point-making. What 
Jones and Mark Bnckman’s 
fine cast shows us is unsettling 
enough. 

BENEDICT 

Nightingale 


ROBIN MAYES 



After a year in tile planning, consultation and contraction, the formerly thrust-stage 
Olivier Theatre takes shape as a theatre in the round — or. to be more accurate, ellipse 

Tough techno assault 


BLOOD, sweat and tears are 
what you would expect to be 
shed at any artistic endeav¬ 
our, but to extract those self¬ 
same bodily fluids from the 
audience as they enter the 
arena is to turn the whole 
notion of “performance” on 
its head. Yet that is one of the 
head-expanding introduc¬ 
tions on offer at the Old 
Fmitmarket to entice, be¬ 
muse, and amuse us at the 
start of the latest of Nadonale 
Vite Activa’s high-tech theme 
park assaults on the senses. 
Interaction is the buzz word 
here though, as we are invited 
to apply for a passport into a 
brand new nation state or be 
interviewed about our inner¬ 
most desires as roving cam¬ 
eras transmit the results onto 
massive screens to form a 
communications collage: 

Things begin property and 
appropriately enough with a 
big bang, signalling an ex- 


Virtual World 
Orchestra 
' Glasgow 


hilarating evening of sensory' 
overtoad and New Age evolu¬ 
tion set to a non-stop electron¬ 
ic pulse beat Robotic 
mosquitoes dance from the 
rooftop while giant balloons 
that could have rolled out of 
the 1960s cult TV series The 
Prisoner descend from the 
ceiling, one of them bursting 
like a blister to reveal its 
creator. Rap poer Dad 
Oriandersmith offers a hu¬ 
man face alongside a cautious 
critique of the technological 
revolution: in the beginning 
was the word, after all 
Like a post-modern circus 
freak, performance artist 
Steilarc, wired for sound and 
everything else besides, gives 
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GREAT BRITISH HOPES 


rising s tars in the arts firmament 
PAUL GLADSTONE REID 


Age 27. 

Profession: Composer and 
songwriter. 

Royal premiere: Prinre 
Edward will be in the audt- 
SS at the Albert HaU on 
Aoril 24. when hundreds of 
M ^ 25-year-old singers. 
L^rs and musicians 
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mance of M trades. 
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characters. “Each one has 
his or her personalised sonic 
world, and the dancers re¬ 
flect that with a different 
style of movement." 

Track record: At 17. he 
founded the 15-piece Fame 
Jazz touring orchestra. At 18, 
he was much m demand as a 
solo pianist. At 23. he helped 
to set up the Axiom Founda¬ 
tion. with "a uniquely holis¬ 
tic approach” to music. 
Other credits indude a rock 
opera. War Function, and a 
String quartet premiered in 
1995 by members of the 
London Sinfonietta. 

House of chords: When he 
was seven, his father, a 
Jamaican-born architect, 
started teaching him guitar 
at the family home in Shef¬ 
field. “We would listen to 
everything- The variety of 



styles 1 work in has its roots 
in that experience." 

Other influences? Schoen¬ 
berg, John Cage and Cecil 
Taylor, the pianist and pro¬ 
fessor at the New England 
Conservatoire. “He opened 
my eyes to a world of poeny, 
music and movement.” 

Sound ideas: ” I don’t believe 
in any kind of musical 
orthodox)'. Whatever sound 
1 want to make. I'll make it.” 

Daniel 

Rosenthal 


an involuntary dance routine 
dictated by whoever^ push¬ 
ing the button on the Internet 
A rhetorical address from 
Slovenian art terrorists NSK 
invades the space with ambig¬ 
uous pomp and circumstance 
before ten drummer boys and 
girls barge in, kicking things 
op a gear and getting every¬ 
body moving. 

It is slick, seductive, and 
manipulative. Crucially, 
though, because of the sheer 
democracy of the media em¬ 
braced, it is refreshingly criti¬ 
cal of its own territory. The 
director/producer Angus Fkr- 
quhar has blown minds and 
circuits, banging his own 
drum with military precision 
and an instinctive feel for 
spectacle ever since his days 
with the iconoclastic metal 
bashers Test Department His 
love affair with technology 
has been a gradual and 
natural progression, as he 
wonderfully oversteps the 
mark every time. Making 
connections is the key to it all 
here, with a form of industrial 
tribalism forged out of dub 
culture at its heart 

Familiar elements of tren¬ 
dy. pre-millennium Zeitgeist 
fever abounds, as everything 
bar the virtual kitchen sink is 
thrown into a great big digital 
melting pot, simmering slow¬ 
ly until it erupts into a full-on 
dub experience meltdown. 
And as it mixes interviews 
recorded earlier in with the 
beats, it suggests that what we 
are hearing really are songs 
for a future generation. 

Yet kidology and false opti¬ 
mism are at play here too, 
malting one wonder how far 
we have to go to reclaim the 
natural high. Bigger is not 
necessarily better. Then 
again, somebody probably 
said much the same thing 
after the invention of the 
wheel. For the forseeable 
future anyway, it seems with 
techno, techno, techno in the 
fronl fine of this brave new 
world, there really are no 
limits. Virtually, anyway. 

Neil Cooper 


Eyre takes his seats 
on the circle line 


K ing Canute sat on~ 
his throne on the 
beach, looked out to 
sea and command¬ 
ed the waves to come no 
further. We know what hap¬ 
pened next Richard Eyre, the 
director of the National The¬ 
atre. sat in his office contem¬ 
plating his largest auditorium, 
the Olivier, and commanded 
that it be transformed from a 
thrust-stage venue into a the¬ 
atre in the round. If you have 
ever visited the Olivier, you 
will appreciate the audacity- 
Trite, the theatre's 1.200 
seats are arranged in a tiered 
semicircle rather than in 
straight lines. But the build¬ 
ing’s concrete walls angle to¬ 
wards the stage like the sides 
of a huge arrowhead. True, the 
country has successful the¬ 
atres in the round in foe 
Stephen Joseph Theatre at 
Scarborough and foe Royal 
Exchange, Manchester. But 
these were purpose-built, 
whereas the Olivier is loosely 
modelled on the arena at 
Epidaurus in Greece, and has 
a deep playing area and a 
curved thrust Eyre’s mission, 
however, was to “liberate the 
space" and he briefed Annie 
Gosney and Tom Richardson, 
the Olivier’s production man¬ 
ager and her assistant to do 
just that A year later, they 
have nearly turned the tide. 

“We did a lot of sitting in 
here," says Gosney. reclining 
in one of the lilac seats of the 
erstwhile auditorium, “think¬ 
ing. ’How on earth ...T We 
kept it on the drawing board 
for six months before we could 
even start modelling it." At 
which point a Heath Robinson 
approach seemed the most 
obvious to demonstrate the 
project’s viability. “We 
mocked up our proposal in foe 


theatre itself with a collection 
of stepladders, old chairs and 
towers and brought people 
from all the departments in 
the building to see it. Thai was 
really good, because they 
could visualise what it would 
be like. We went through an 
unbelievable roster of famous 
directors, all looking at the 
proposal. When people heard 
the idea, they thought it was 
dreadful. Then, when they 
came to see foe proposals, they 
were very positive about if 

Which is why _ 

the theatre has re¬ 
cently been echo¬ 
ing to the bang of 
hammer and the 
screech of jigsaw. 

The transforma¬ 
tion is profound. 

Making a theatre 
in foe round defies 
the building’s ar¬ 
chitecture and has 
involved all man¬ 
ner of technical 
adjustments. 

Rob Barnard, " 

the head of sound, explains 
that the wall at the back of foe 
stage normally reflects sound 
into the auditorium. Now it is 
covered with absorbers. New 
reflective surfaces have been 
hung above foe playing area. 
In addition a ring of micro¬ 
phones and speakers above 
the stage provide “active 
sound enhancement". Mean¬ 
while the lighting rig has been 
reconceived to illuminate foe 
actors from all sides. 

The stage has been built out 
into the first three rows of foe 
old auditorium, and a curved 
seating block added at the 
back. There are extra rows of 
seating alongside the concrete 
jaws at the front of the 
auditorium and in foe small 
balconies at either side, usual: 


6 For the 
first time 
the space is 
embraced 
by the 
audience 9 


ly occupied by musicians. The 
entire cirde will be closed off, 
which reduces the seating 
capacity by a third. The new 
shape, it has to be said, is not 
truly in the round, being more 
of an ellipse, with the audience 
thinner at either end. “Well, 
it’s ‘in foe egg’," Gosney says. 

She stresses that all this 
effort has been expended not 
to satisfy a last folly of the out¬ 
going director but to provide a 
"kit of parts" which will al¬ 
ways be available for future 

_ seasons in the 

round. Indeed the 
project would not 
have received foe 
green light without 
foe agreement of 
Trevor Nunn, foe 
incoming director, 
ft will certainly 
give the venue 
another set of op¬ 
tions. 

Theatre in foe 
round has its limi- 
______ tations. ft is less 

suitable for pro¬ 
ductions which benefit from 
structural sets. It denies you 
the opportunity to fly in large 
objects or items of scenery, or 
to organise foe stage in a 
painterly way. Instead, it 
throws great emphasis on the 
actors themselves. It is by 
nature intimate and enclosed 
and — in line with the princi¬ 
ples of the circus or the 
bullring — invites continual 
shifts in foe staging. 

It is said that, when the 
director Peter Brook comes to 
a new space, he asks where its 
centre is. Not its dead centre, 
you understand, but its hot 
spot “We have managed to get 
that spot to be the oenrre of the 
new stage area," Richardson 
says. 

A happy circumstance, one 


hopes, which will be exploited 
by the two shows that consti¬ 
tute foe Olivier’s first season in 
the round. Jeremy Sams is to 
direct a production of Peter 
Weiss’s play Marat/Sade , 
which is set in the bath house 
of an asylum. Photographs of 
the model suggest that Ste¬ 
phen Brunson lewis's design 
makes much of a circular 
walkway suspended above foe 
stage. The season opens, how¬ 
ever, with a production of 
Bertolt Brecht's T7ie Cauca¬ 
sian Chalk Circle , directed by 
Theatre de Complidte*s Simon 
McBumey. You can see foe 
logic of the pairing: Brecht's 
great parable play in foe 
hands of one of British the¬ 
atre's most gifted mavericks. 
Complidte’s fluid style, reliant 
on props and performers rath¬ 
er than sets, promises to lend 
itself to the new arena, circu¬ 
lar. egg-shaped or what you 
will. 

The production is designed 
by Tim Hatley, who has come 
up with a simple, lslamic-style 
floor (foe play is set in Geor¬ 
gia] and a canopy which 
covers the audience. The Olivi¬ 
er in its usual format is 
notoriously difficult to design 
for. with its cavernous depths 
and wide open spaces. “I have 
to say.* Hatley says. W I would 
usually cower away from the 
thought of doing anything in 
here. But because it’s in the 
round. I’ve had none of those 
fears. For the first time 1 fed 
the space is being embraced 
by the audience. You feel 
there’s a focus; you really 
think something's going to 
happen there and you want to 
watch. I’d be very surprised if 
it didn’t work." 

• The Caucasian Chalk Cirde 
previews from Fridav and opens on 
April 21 (0171-928 22S2i 
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Slip of the tongue 
beats the soundbite 


S unday night's BBCl debate araobg the 
three would-be Chancellors of die 
Exchequer proved that a president?^ 
style television match should never happen 
here. You can't leave out the Liberal 
Democrats, yet three's a crowd. You can’t 
have them in if you want a real fight between 
real contenders. 

This may be a good dome to dismiss 
another supposed American electioneering 
threat: the soundbite. Actually, there’s noth¬ 
ing American about these. “You've never 
had it so good" was certainly home-grown. 
But good soundbites are rarer than you 
think. Watch any evening's news. Spot the 
spin-doctored bright phrases, die painful 
alliterations, the dumsy metaphors, then see 
how they foil to make the papers next day. 
It’s almost enough to make you 
feel sorry for the politicians. 

A few little words blurted out by 
accident are another matter. If 
only Tony Blair could take back 
“like an English parish coundl" 

He can't He said them, in an 
interview with The Scotsman 
about the proposed devolved par¬ 
liament for Scotland. The Scottish 
Labour Party is in uproar, the 
Tories gleeful, all because Mr 
Blair tried for a homely simile to 
explain something that for the 
moment is better left vague. 

Elections make Freudians of us alL The 
chance remark that reveals the truth within 
is the trophy we crave. 

Politicians know this. Journalists know 
this. That is why they are natural adversar¬ 
ies in any interview. They have conflicting 
aims. The dash is all the more bitter in tbe 
broadcast media than in the press because it 
is being played against the dock. It is 
hopeless for broadcasters to persuade politi¬ 
cians that they have been fairly treated on 
air. Candidates for public office will never 
accept that some issues are newsier than 
others. What’s more, they have been trained 
never to give a direct answer, to try to slip in 
more words than the time allows, and to 
keep talking until forcibly interrupted. In the 
ensuing dash of voices, they trust that the 
well-bred British audience will blame the 
interviewer for bad manners. 

The popularity of virtuoso interrupters 
such as the BBC's Jeremy Paxman shows 
that this trust is as out of date as queueing 
for buses. Today’s audience is grateful to the 
voice that cuts in to stop the waffle. It is more 
likely to take against the politician who 
greedily insists “Just let me finish.." than 
against say. John Humphry's. with his 
“Well make it quick then." It does not help 
the uneasy relations between tbe two breeds 
that politicians still tend to look down on 
journalists as a lesser species. Interviewers 
never call politicians by their first names. 
But a polite “Tell me, Minis ter.." will be 
invariably answered by a matey, “Well. 
John", or “Jeremy" “Jim" or “Sue". 


Now that the BBC’s Martin Bell has 
crossed the great divide and is turning 
himself from a reporter into a politician 1 
look forward to seeing him handle a 
needling Paxman-type question about his 
qualifications as a legislator. But my 
question is different. What is wrong with 
BBC News and Current Affairs that they 
cannot find active duty for their best people? 
Not only Bell, but Paxman and Kate Adie 
are under-used and the premature depar¬ 
ture of Mark Tully still rankles. 

Our chief public service broadcaster 
appears to be so conscious of its dependence 
on the goodwill of politicians that it feels it 
mast play oversafe at election time — even 
at the risk of boring the audience to death. 
We are getting endless extensions of the 
news and election phone-ins. All 
the broadcasters are trying to 
lessen the boredom by interview¬ 
ing tbe voters: a mistake. 

If there is anything more boring 
than a politician, it is the voter-m- 
the-street, chosen from a barretful 
of stock characters: a yobbo in 
jeans, a Mrs Merton, a pair of 
smart young women carrying 
briefcases and, from time to time, 
an outspoken supporter of the 
Referendum Ptirty. Even worse 
are those studio discussions 
where suspiciously crisp ques¬ 
tions are read from little pieces of paper by 
seemingly random members of the audi¬ 
ence. The performance is about as spontane¬ 
ous as King Lear. 

W hat is the opposite of soundbite? 
Manifesto. You have to look long 
and hard through the voluminous 
fine print of the main party manifestos to 
find any reference to media policy. Fair 
enough. There cannot be a single vote to be 
swayed by a stand one way or another on 
any media issue: 

But British television will be profoundly 
affected by the next government whatever it 
may be. The BBCs current licence fee 
agreement runs out in April 2002. Well 
before then, the government of the (lay wall 
have to decide whether to extend this quirky 
but effective form of finance. Should the 
BBC b.e privatised? Converted into a 
subscription service? And can any govern¬ 
ment resist for more titan a year or two the 
temptation to sell off Channel 4? (Metvyn 
Bragg of LWT informs me that he has been 
wrongly listed among supporters of Channel 
4'S privatisation.) 

On the two phone-ins I participated in last 
week about the new Channel 5. a common 
fear among callers was that we face a future 
of hundreds of indistinguishable channels. 
"Not as long as the BBC is supported by the 
licence fee" was my answer. Yet only the 
Liberal Democrats have made a manifesto 
commitment to maintaining it What about 
the other two main parties? 
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THE LISTENED 

THE NEWS BEHIND THE HEADLINES_. 


We are 
amused at 
the Palace 

IT MAY not have been much 
in evidence at his earnest press 
conference on Monday, but 
Martin Bell, the former BBC 
war correspondent who has 
offered to stand for Parlia¬ 
ment. does have a penchant 
for the droll. So bored was he 
some years ago covering a 
tour to Canada by the Prince 
and then Princess of Wales 
that he decided to deliver his 
report in verse. Even the 
Palace was amused, we hear. 

MIXED news emerges from 
some of the first independent 
research on Channel 5. While 

SSrraKKSt Babe watch 



Anderson turns to TV; Clark faces Parliamentary Pete 


Aerial installers must be 
rubbing their hands with glee. 


ment area who were ques¬ 
tioned last week by Western 
International Media, the 
media buying and planning 
agency, said they had heard of 
the station, more than 4 in 10 
people groused about the 
lousy picture. Ivor Hussein, 
research director of WIM, 
says: “ Forty-three per cent 
complained of poor picture 
quality, and of those 65 per 
cent sa/d that it would prevent 
them from further viewing ." 


THE ATTEMPT by the 
Baywatch babe Pamela An¬ 
derson-Lee to become a movie 
star fizzled out with her action 
film. Barb Wire, sinking faster 
than a lead balloon. So it 
comes as no surprise that her 
reps are off this week to the 
giant Nip 7V market in 
Cannes, France, to see if they 
can find international backing 
for a big new television series 
for her. While Baywatch looks 
like an American'show, if was 


actually funded primarily 
with backing from ITV and 
Germany’s Kirsch Group. 

AS THE general election 
looms, Chris Wright, the en¬ 
tertainment millionaire who 
owns the London music sta¬ 
tion Heart 106JIFM, faces an 
unusual dilemma. 

The station has decided to 
field its own candidate in the 
Kensington and Chelsea con¬ 
stituency against the Tory 
charmer Alan Clark. A mem¬ 
ber of the breakfast show crew 
volunteered and obligingly 
changed his name to Parlia¬ 
ment Pete. His election mani¬ 


festo is suitably loony. 

As a resident of Kemjwfoj* 
and Chelsea himself. Wright 
now faces the dilemma of 
whether to back his own man 
or to follow his conscience. 

Survival tips 

THE PRESS pack put out by 
Unesco to mark World Press 
Freedom Day on May 
makes grim reading- In I99o 
between 40 and 50 journalists 
or other media professionals 
were murdered in the course 

erf their work. There has been 
a rise of violence against 
journalists by drug traffickers 
and organised criminals or by 
groups professing extremist 
religious or political ideas. 

Unesco has produced a 
pocket survival guide for re¬ 
porters in the field containing 
tips on how to avoid mines, 
booby traps, snipers and am¬ 
bushes. The booklet also has 
advice for dealing with hand- 
to-hand confrontation with an 
attacker (“Do not let your 
hands dangle") and for hos¬ 
tages (“Try not to believe 
threats of execution"). 

NO SOONER had Robert 
Snell, the most put-upon hus¬ 
band in the Radio 4 soap The 
Archers, been offered a job in 
Grimsby, then offers of help 
started flooding in to the 
BBC. These include an invita¬ 
tion to Lynda Snellfrom Jane 


Indreland, president of the- 
Humberside International 
Women's Club , soliciting her. 
help in running the group’s 
next Christmas bazaar. "This 
area is not the cultural back¬ 
water that many people imag¬ 
ine,” Ms Indreland enthused. 

So excited about the Snells?- 
possible arrival was Council¬ 
lor Steve Norton, chairman of 
the North East Lincolnshire 
Council's Economic Develop¬ 
ment Committee, that he is-, 
sued an im mediate press 
statement. “North East Un~. 
colnshire is a centre of excel¬ 
lence in the food and 
chemical sectors of industry. I 
am sure Robert and ! Lynda. 
Snell would find Grimsby a 
pleasant place to live and- 
work," he gushed. 


Forced out 

THE SACKINGS continue at 
Ai Fayed'S weekly pamphlet. 
Punch. Previous casualties of 
his hire-and-fire policy include 
high-profile editors and col¬ 
umnists such as Peter McKay, 
Julie Burchill and Peregrine 
Worsthome. Now the purge 
has been extended to the more 
innocuous ranks of the sub¬ 
editors. Last week, two of them 
suddenly found themselves 
without jobs. “It was quite ex¬ 
traordinary.’’ an insider tells 
The Listener. “They were giv¬ 
en five minutes to dear their 


The power and the influence 
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IS ADVERTISING more influential 
than politics? Does it have the power to 
shape society more than politicians? 

This was to be discussed on March 
24 at a debate in the House of 
Commons organised by the Insitute of 
Practitioners in Advertising. The talk 
did not take place because Parliament 
went into recess, but the issue is a 
lasting preoccupation. 

Winston Fletcher, former chairman 
of the Advertising Association (AA), 
believes he and his colleagues are, 
indeed, most powerful. “Advertising is 
part of the customer-orientated busi¬ 
ness system which is increasingly 
diminishing politidans' powers to 
control economies." he says. "What 
consumers want and what global 
companies provide frequently override 
the dedsion of politidans." 

On a micro level. Mr Fletcher adds, 
advertising persuaded people to wear 
their seat belts, raised rhe issue of 


drink-driving, built awareness of UK 
charities and brought state privatisa¬ 
tions to the attention of the nation. 

Roger Holland, chief executive of the 
Joint Industry Committee for Regional 
Press Research and one of the partiri- 
pants lined up for the debate, says: 
“Real public sector influence is wielded 
by bureaucrats, not politidans. but 
what really affects society now is the 
private sector, which is fuelled by 
advertising." 

However, Hugh Burkitt, chairman 
of Court Burkitt and another advertis¬ 
ing practitioner who was scheduled for 
the debate, disagrees. “Advertising is 
just about selling brands and gaining 
market share." he % says. That is its 
primary job. It is extremely expensive, 
it is heavily censored and it borrows 
from other cultures. In other words, it 


doesn't set the agenda or shape sodety; 
it reflects it." 

Mr Burkitt says advertising only 
follows business decisions. Despite the 
effectiveness of last year’s BT cam¬ 
paign. that advertising did not create 
the telephone network. “It was the 
politicans who opened BT up to 
competition, then the advertising men 
took over," he says. 

On the other hand, there is much 
statistical evidence to suggest that in 
countries where tobacco advertising 
has been banned, there has been no 
drop in smoking. Industry estimates 
indicate that Norway has the highest 
population of teenage smokers in the 
whole of Europe, yet it outlawed 
dgarette advertising in 1975. 

Jonathan Bullock, head of public 
affairs at the AA, is similarly dismis¬ 


sive of advertising’s powers. “Advertis¬ 
ing may affect brand choice but that is 
really all." he says. “Politics sets the 
laws within which advertising and all 
commercial activity operates." 

Mr Fletcher believes that the 
burgeoning economic power of con¬ 
sumers to choose what they want and 
to ensure that companies provide it is 
"a great manifestation of personal 
freedom. The power of the market¬ 
place exemplified by advertising pro¬ 
vides most people with wealth and 
economic freedom, and the growth of 
material wealth is almost an unquali¬ 
fied good." 

Mr Bullock adds that “because we 
Info in a democracy it is fitting that 
politics should hold the greater power. 
That is what the people vote for. There 
has to be a democratic accountability 
for all business and commerce." 

Belinda Archer 



TO ADVERTISE CALL 
01714814481 


MEDIA, SALES & MARKETING 


FAX" 

0171782 7826 


umi - ipi 


IPI represents UML tbe leading American Information company, in international markets. Publishing 
programmes range across all subjects areas and cover electronic, print and microform formats. 

To assist us in the successful launch of a major new product and to capitalise on current growth, we are 
seeking the following:- 


SALES CONSULTANT - UK 


The successful candidate, probably a graduate, will be responsible for selling UMTs products into all 
markets. Experience of selling online services is preferred, though other related backgrounds will be 
considered. Annual travel up to 4 months. Languages an advantage. 


SALES DEVELOPMENT EXECUTIVE 

- WITH A MAJOR EUROPEAN LANGUAGE 


>iy j ... . _ 

across international markets, in conjunction with the field sales and marketing teams. Some travel 
involved. Strong knowledge of one or two major European languages required - German. Spanish. 
Italian or French. 


We offer attractive new salary packages aae and BLIP A membership. Both positions are based at our 
new offices in Cuckfield. West Sussex (close to tbe A23/M23 and Haywards Heath). 


Please apply in writing, with a foil CV. to: 

Jonathan Wynne. Area Sales & Marketing Manager, IPL, Tbe Old Hospital. Antingjy Road, Cuckfield, 
West Sussex RHI7 5JR. 


NO AGENCIES PLEASE. 


INTERNATIONAL EDITORIAL OPPORTUNITY 
BASED GHENT, BELGIUM 


THEPOSmON 

PS are seeking an BOTH, for a monthly newspaper dedicated to Asian Ait in all its farm md 
timed at aq s ne rratkiBal readership of deateix coteetora. art Nstpriam rod rtudartfs rf Asian An 
The new tftfe, already m an advanced stage of development w3j be batched in Octther 1997 bat 
the new post will take effect iometSattiy. 

QUALIFICATIONS 

Aged between 22 and 35 you will taw a degree in Joraiwfan Rne art, Hettory of Art. Asian or 
Oriental stake*. or a sini3«r relevant subject. Whilst raperienco vrooki be preferable, we are 
prepared to consider an MUtsndma and fcflWy lawfwtwt eppfeant trim cam fxnuade as (fat im or 
sha has the stent tnprodtn* an bravatna and noting new putofcsrjon. 

LOCATION 

The potion wB be bawl at lasstfor the first year after lamdmi in Stent Mflium and the 
location of the etftwriti office may t» rewewnd thereafter, prefarabty in London. 

THE COMPANY 

tatenwtnmti PubMaog Services. specialism m trada pobScattoas. partientoty retired in tha arts. 
PS it the peftfisting ifvtoon of Saneck Ducajo and Znon a teghfr ncgggftri and e mr e v re neu rkri 
printing and peftfatat company tend in Own and asttbiobad sroca T782. 

Safety by napotfetku, and accord h g to age and experience. 

PrtiinrinaY interviews w3 be held in London on lWi Apr3 1897. 

Ptast fax yaor Cameriarn Wtae wfth a covering letter to WBfriad Venders 


Fax So: 0032 9233 6204 or E-Maif: WifriaiVemien ffi iaig 


Make £20,000 pa 


asaFteebnoeCMoorfe I 
A twelve week Diploma I 
Course. Study at home I 
wttfi the Morris Cotege | 
of Joumafem. Cal free I 


|Make £20,000 
| as a Travel Writer! 


This free Newsletter and 1 
| prospectus shows you I 
! exactly how to become a | 
1 Freelance Travel Writer. 


0800 371 500 


■Jfc 


FREELANCE 

JOURNALIST 

Study frare homo sod make 


1 


writing a now career ora 
prcfiafcto second income. A 
25 wMfc Diploma Couree In 
Froobnca Joumsfem. 

0800 371 500 
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TELEMARKETING 

PROFESSIONALS 

* 
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Ben Mirnham on: 
0171 207 2244. 

4 Ton Yard 
tfeardon Street 
London SWS 3HT 


Computer Semes Company require- 

Marketing Director 
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caemm's latanncr Maker Durban nea. Tbe anaiM apphoa «iD 
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UflM IcveL 

Solny uegoebide. CVi lex 
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Reef ml Etta 
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'UVtfiKMENT TRAINKH 
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bdiMads 05-30 
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ifaBey, faka fo Ac 
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ICKUB Inc M KM 

0171 240 3310 
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(Make Money With 
Your Camera 


TWa tree newsletter ban ftp 
Monte Cotege at Joumafem 
shows you ejoetty how. 
Otaam your tree copy nowi _ 

| 0800371 500 Jf 


ALL BOX 
NUMBER 
REPUES 
SHOULD BE 
ADDRESSED 
TO: 


BOX Nos-.... 


c/o TIMES 
NEWSPAPERS 
P.O.BOX3553. 
VIRGINIA ST, 
LONDON. El 9GA 


Due to 


into tbe Slovenian and Croatian mates 
RATE PUBLISHING LIMITED 
trendy requires 

a Sales and Marketing manager with specialist knowledge 
of the marketing strategy and preferred export objectives of 
tbe Slovenian and Croatian markets. 

Candidates need » have a proven tales record in a simitar 
field, and a knowledge of the legal and financial framework 
will also be required. 

Candidates should he fluent in written and spoken Slovcmafl 


and/dr Croatian Bid Engfish sod be of managerial level 
Commencement salary: £30,000 

For farther defaSs please write in witli your CV lo: 
Andrew Page Esq 

Kiogsway House, 103 Kmgaway. London WC2B6QX 


Market one of the world's leading 
HR Consulting Groups 


European 


l • r; f. .’ V; . 



Aon 

Aon HR Consulting Group 


A iraulcibillion, globs! company, 
Aon Corporation is one of the largest brokerage 
and consulting organisations in the world. We 
service many of the worlds leading Blue Chip 
companies and are wrongly identified with fitsr- 
rxtc quality, innovation and diene care. 

In this high profile role, you will take mar¬ 
keting responsibility for two fasc growing 
groups within our Human Resources consultan¬ 
cy, targeting medium to large organisations 
chnaighouc the UK and Europe. This will mtaiJ 
close co-operation with senior managers and 
local country teams co develop and implement 
marketing strategies, as well as the hands-c .1 
provision of market research, marketing commu¬ 
nications, special events, sales support and busi¬ 
ness development programmes. 

To succeed you will need ro be MBA quali¬ 
fied or equivalent, with 7 + years’ experience of 


marketing and business development within a 
professional, Blue Chip market. Prior experience 
as a marketer of professional services a plus. You 
should have a flexible, hands-on approach, inter¬ 
national work experience, foreign language skills 
and willingness to navd throughout Europe and 

rhe US. 


In return we can offer you excellent career 
prospects within chis rapidly growing aspect of 
our business, as well as an attractive salary and 
benefits podergr which includes a company car. 

Tu apply please write in confidence, 
enclosing your CV and salary expectations, 
to Heather Nash, Aon HR Consulting 
Group, Briar-cliff House, Kingsmead, 
Fam borough, Hampshire GUM 7TE. 
Fax: 01252 S12875. 


EXPORT SALES MANAGER 


Small company requires a person with extensive 
knowledge of purchasing and supply wi thin 
refining, petrochemical and gas industries to 
develop new business. Applicants should have a 
degree, at least five years relevant experience, & 
fluency in E ng l i s h and Farsi as the post requires 
regular travel to Iran. Salary dependant on 
experience and productivity. 


Applications should be.forwarded to: 
Tekram International Ltd. 

Ebberns House, 68 Ebberas Road 
Apsley, Hemel Hampstead, Hem HP3 9QR. 


Tile truth about aihertisiiu! sak'> 


Brand®) joined us four weeks ago. He bad rwvur 

sold anything betore. In tact, he had been a poorfe 
paid teacher. NaturaSy. we paid him during Ms ftrat 
week's training, and we wSI continue to do so. In 
wee k two.B rendan made a pood telephone 
presentation to an American company. His manager 

dosed the deal lor £6100 and Brendan earned 

£915. In week Ihree he earned £410. This week 
he’s expecting a deal which wM earn him £732. 
Brendan b good bd not exceptional. 

There are many people who achieve exactly his 


If you want to be pari of thb success then can 
Garni Eagte* ee 8171-91WS33 «r 0171-262-4832 


RECRUITMENT CONSULTANT 
£25,000 


Vta are ■ serf Dot nooteHl cwratansy wkb s tap bn is As j*pfy 
of ta|S mnwin sari meat nft ate n a mrt of i naadSy 
apodal him m in bo«n| *f Bte god nfe* people wto wooH 
B> to mb in anttk a iteratmt coReftats. PmiM ya hm ■ 
food ala tatemd md ■ gm dal «f tanhelai as can otir 
H te iwte ««^rfgftOWiiyoor fat fcaala e ra whUi wW 
We IN > tenter. Aga 2M6. 

Call 0171 256 7707. 


Lawson Ctok RacnatnaiiL 


s 

fafter and faber 


Fiction Editor - Faber and Faber 


Regarded as one of the most exciting jobs in 
publishing, this is a highly creative role, 
focused on identifying and nurturing new 
talent as well as working with established 
authors. As a commissioning editor, you will 
take main responsibility for our fiction list 
and may also commission non-fiction. 


The successful candidate will have to 
demonstrate entrepreneurial abilities and 
be capable of operating at Board level 
as a director of the company. 


To apply, write in confidence to- 

Matthew Evans, Chairman, 

Fa ^ er ant * ^ a ^ er Ltd 

3 Queen Square, London WC1N 3AU 

or fax him directly on 0171 4650206 
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BIAS OF COVERAGE 
JOHN MAJOR 
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TONY BLAIR 
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LEADING ISSUES BY VOLUME 



Economy (UK general) 
Education 
Europe 

Opinion polls, pundits 
| TV debate 



Baaed on 820 Mda from 30tfi 
Uertti ■ 4th Apt! 19B7 


Main Issues 
Conservative=Sleaze 
Labours Manifesto 
Lib Dems Opinion pods 


80 100 120 140 160 


MEDIA TITLES BY FAVOURABILITY 


THE GUARDIAN 
[THE DAILY TELEGRAPH 
THE TIMES 
THE INDEPENDENT 
FINANCIAL TIMES 

THE EXPRESS 
DAILY MAIL 
EVENING STANDARD 

DAILY MIRROR 
THE SUN 
DAILY STAR 
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LABOUR 


H Favourable 
§3 Unfavourable 
Neutral 


Based an numhet <4 Mtdes gen 140 10O 

iMi Until - 4B| Apri 1867 400 ■“» 13U 100 


50 


50 


100 150 


200 


COVERAGE 


SHADOW CABINET AND KEY 
SPOKESPERSON 
John Gordon 

Prascotl Brown 
14% 40% 


Others Harriet 
3% Harman 
2% 



JackStraw 
3 % 

Robin David Peter Clare Short 

Cook Blunkett Mandetson 4% 
10% 10% 9% 
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Emptoymenl 

15% 



EducaUonV?X 
15% 
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the battle 
for the 
front page 

Brian MacArthur reports on a 
transformation in the Tory press 


A fter three weeks, the 
general election is 
already setting one 
notable record. As 
Tony Blair tacks almost daily 
away from the party of Clause 
Four. Labour is getting its 
fairest treatment from Fleer 
Street for 50 years. 

At least three companies. 
MORI. CARMA International 
and CMS:Precis, are monitor¬ 
ing the national daily and 
Sunday papers and measur- 
mg the tone, prominence and 
% placement of election reports. 
Their studies — and 
CARMA has now researched 
2,195 articles since March IS — 
confirm that Tony Blair has 
consistently outperformed 


John Major in the battle for 
headlines that help new Lab¬ 
our. 

Even in the week after he 
announced the election, 50 per 
cent of the coverage devoted to 
Major was negative, com¬ 
pared with only 17 per cent 
that was positive, according to 
CMS. Against that, only 20 
per cent of the coverage of 
Blair was negative and 41 per 
cent was positive. Still more 
pleasing for the Labour spin- 
doctors. given the treatment of 
Neil Kinnock’s Labour Party 
m 1987 and I99Z when the 
-Tory' tabloids" continually 
dumped on Labour, was that 
almost four in ten reports were 
judged neutral in their impact. 


Overall coverage was 
judged 65 per cent positive for 
Labour, against >4 per cent for 
the Tories and 1 per cent for 
the Liberal Democrats. 

Sex and sleaze, the issue that 
refused id go away in the first 
three weeks of the campaign 
and which returned to the 
news agenda on Sunday when 
Martin Bell announced he 
would stand against Neil 
Hamilton in Tatton. is obvi¬ 
ously the issue that has had 
most effect on the coverage of 
Major and the Tories. 

One in three of the articles in 
the firsi week of the campaign 
was devored to sleaze, against 
20 per cent on economic issues 
and 15 per cent each on 
education and employment. 

It was die same story two 
weeks later, according to 
CARMA, which shows in a 
study of 820 articles last week, 
that 279 were on sex or sleaze 
and the Tories, compared with 
129 on the Tory' manifesto. 
Labour scored 141 articles on 
its manifesto — and only 50 on 
sleaze (most directed at the 
Tories). 

Apart from Blair. Gordon 
Brown is the Labour politician 
who has received the biggest 
coverage, followed by John 
Prescott, Robin Cook. David 
Blunkett. and campaign man¬ 
ager Peter MandeLson, the five 
men most involved with Blair 
in preparing the manifesto. 

At this stage of the 1992 
election, when Labour was 
oumumbered by three to one 
in Fleer Street. Rov Hartersley, 
as deputy leader of the Labour 
Party, was accused of "lying in 
his teeth” by The Sun for 
daring to suggest rhat the 
conduct of the Tory’ press 
towards Labour was a crime 
against a free society . He had 
said thai the Tory tabloids 
were conspiring with the Tory' 


party to create rather than 
report the news. 

Yet in 1997 the Tory Tabloids 
are giving Labour a fair run — 
so fair that there is a growing 
sense of impotent frustration 
among the few national news¬ 
papers now carrying the loyal¬ 
ist flag for the Tories. 

As Trevor Kavanagh .point¬ 
ed out in The Sun . the an¬ 
nouncement that Martin Bell 
was standing against Neil 
Hamilton in Tatton was su¬ 
perbly timed. Ir was released 
only minutes before Fleet 
Street went to press and 
succeeded in wiping Labour 
U-turns off the front pages. So 
furious was 77ie Daily Tele¬ 
graph that ir devoted most of 
its opinion page yesterday to 
attacks on media manipula¬ 
tion of election coverage. 

Media power in the 1990s 
was comparable to the ascent 
of the unions in the 1970s. 
declared Paul Johnson as he 
denounced the "hysterical 
fury” in some newspapers, 
“character assassins" at The 
Sun and News of the World, 
and media “tyranny", 

J ohnson's target was die 
liberal press — but it is 
noi only the liberal 
press that considers that 
the conduct of Nefl Hamilton 
is a serious rather than a side 
issue. The Sun. Daily Star. 
Daily Mail and 77te Times — 
as well as The Guardian and 
The Mirror — all devoted 
leading articles yesterday to 
urging Tatton to dump him so 
dial the issue of sleaze could be 
cleared from the election 
agenda. 

What a difference Blair has 
made. That is precisely the 
accusation that Johnson and 
William Rees-Mogg in The 
Times are now making 
against The Sun for its sup¬ 


port of Blair — but this time 
from the RighL 
The fairer ride that Blair is 
getting from the tabloids was 
shown last week after the 
publication of the Labour 
manifesto. Blair’s "Trust Me" 
pledge made the main front 
page headline in The Times. 
The Guardian and The Sun 
and was chosen for the main 
inside page headlines in the 
Daily Mail and The Mirror. 


Note that the story of the 
manifesto was inside the Mail 
— as ir was in The Express, 
Neither of middle England’s 
two Tory tabloids featured the 
manifesto on" the front page. 
Spin-doctors usually want to 
see their best stories on front 
At this election, 
ir*s bowlers will be 
delighted that the Mail and 
Express relegated the story 
inside. 


That fairer coverage is again 
confirmed by CARMA. In its 
reporting of Labour, The Ex¬ 
press, for example, has pub¬ 
lished 21 articles that were 
favourable. 28 rhaf were 
unfavourable and 54 consid¬ 
ered neutral. For The Sun. the 
score is 48 favourable. 41 
unfavourable and 30 neutral 
— a huge difference in ap¬ 
proach from the past mo 
elections. 


According to CARMA, the 
papers with the most balanced 
coverage so far have been The 
Times. The Independent. Fi¬ 
nancial Times and The Ex¬ 
press. each with a tilt to 
Labour, mainly because of the 
sleaze issue. For the record, the 
scores for The Times so far are 
Labour: 42 favourable. 48 
unfavourable. 96 neutral; 
Tory; 39 favourable. 85 
unfavourable and 97 neutral. 


Danger, children viewing 


A re some television programmes 
made for children“staling their 
innocence", as the Daily Mail 
accused the controversial Love tsues 
(LWT/ Granada)? The worry is not new. 
Children’s television viewing has long 
provoked high anxiety. ollrtnf 

Parents are naturally worried about 
the secret moments children spend alone 
with their television sel&We are tauing 

about a threat to ch ildhood rteelf. Butlhe 
came from another quarter 
nprmmal DlDDiem 


dangers came from 
altogether. While the perenmal problem 
of teenage sexual,* £ 


of teenage sexuamy IL 

commentators, it may well te that 
future of all childrens television in its 
present form is undertnreaL 
Ourfamiliar tele^ion envmonmentu 
changing fas! and nwU 
children’s programming- A^ nven _ 
launch of Channel 5. as the yty 

SsSSS.^SsS" 

number of digital for 

More television. especiad» mo ^ 

children, is noi in ,lse, ^ n ^l mean 
problem is that more of a 

that each will ^*S^rily smaller 
finite audience and necessan y 

‘"Kuid be W ~ -» |05C ,he 


Fears over Love Bites 
mask a threat to 
children’s TV itself, 
says Patricia Holland 

programmes we love as well as those, 
such as Loi-es Bites, which we love to 
hate. Domestically produced children's 
programming, protected by a public 
service environment, is having the rug 
pulled from under its feet. 

From quality dramas to innovative 
cartoons, the quality and diversity of our 
present range of children's programmes 
was celebrated at Sunday's awards 
ceremonv at the British Academy for 
Film and Television Arts (Bafta). 

But budgeting constraints are already 
beginning to bite. Greater competition is 
putting pressure on broadcasters to 
deliver bigger audiences rather than nsk 
developing new’programme ideas. Factu¬ 
al programmes such as the Bafta winner 
H'ise Up (Carlton, for Channel 4) may 
come under threat 

The substantial budgets made avail¬ 
able for programmes such as 
Teletubbies. the BBCs delightful new 


series for very young children, will no 
longer be available. An innovative and 
papular drama series such as the Bafta- 
□ominaled Demon Headmaster (BBC), 
which was previously made in runs of 
six. may now be required to expand to 13 
or even 36 episodes, weakening the 
storyline and with less value placed on 
production. 

Already children are offered more 
easy-tevwatch, bought-in programmes 
from America. The drive to find commer¬ 
cial funding means that programmes are 
often toy-based — little more than 
extended commercials for marketing 
spin-offs. 

There are Thatcher’s Children, as the 
title of a recent book calls them, trailing 
the legacy of an exploitative market 
philososphy which reduces them to 
consumers, ff television is to serve their 
needs, they should be recognised as a 
separate audience to whom broadcasters 
have a special responsibility. 

And it will indude programmes that 
are not always acceptable to adults. As 
well as the educational and the entertain¬ 
ing. it should indulge children's taste for 
ihe scary, appeal to the cruder side of 
their humour, and recognise their in¬ 
creasing desire to leave childhood 
behind. 


AN EXCLUSIVE READER OFFER 


THE 


Free A-level exam pack worth £9.99 


YOU PAY ONLY £1.98 TO COVER THE 
COST OF POSTAGE AND HANDLING 




T oday The Times offers you the chance to get a complimentary 
A-level examination pack written by a chief examiner for only 
£1.98 to cover the cost of postage and handling. Published by Fast 
Forward, each pack consists of an audio cassette tape plus an 
interactive study booklet which contains sample questions, marked 
answers and the actual marking schemes used for each subject 
There are three separate How Your-Exams are Marked packs to 
choose from which are normally priced at £9.99 each. In addition 
to your complimentary pack, you can order further How Your 
Exams are Marked packs and A-Level revision titles at half price. 

The How Your Exams are Marked series is the first range of 
examination aids which tells students what the examiners are 
looking for. The full range consists of six A-level and six GCSE 
packs, each one written by a current Chief Examiner in the 
subject They are designed to help transform students’ approach to 
their exams and prevent poor results through bad exam technique. 

HOWTO GET YOUR EXAM PACKS 

Fbr a complimentary pack send four differently numbered tokens (the second appears , T _ 
right) plus £1.98 to cover p&p with file coupon below to: The Times/Fasi Forward Revision j 1 A1 (VIha 

Pack Offer. PO Box 11. Falmouth. Cornwall TRIO 9EN. No tokens are required for the half- j 


price packs of How Your Exams are Marked or A-Level revision tides, but you must order 
a minimum of two. All cheques should be made payable to Fast Forward. This offer is 
restricted to one complimentary pack per household but there is no limit to the number of 
half-price packs you can order with each coupon. The exam packs will be dispatched imme- j TA jZ F ‘VT *2 
diatrfy and you should receive them within 15 working days. 1 ^ 7 ^ ._L _ J 



A-LEVEL PACKS 


mi i«i a j * 

Choice 

Ref 

Subjecl/Title 

P&P 


HY021 

Economics 

£1.98 


HY022 

English Literature 

£1.98 


UGAS 

University Guide 

£1.98 


j For your complimentary pack enclose low 
1 tokens and tick the choice column, 
j If you wish to order copies of the ‘How Your 

1 Exams are Marked 1 packs at hail-price (£5 
j each), indicate quantity In the choice column. 

1 Far the halfixice offer you must order a 

{ minimum of two revision packs. Make cheques 
| payable to Fast Forward. 


{ Mr/Mrs/Mfes/Ms 
{ Address. 


Postcode. 

1 am a: □ Student 
OTeacher 


FI Parent □ Grand parent 

OLibrarian □other 

I Send to; 77» Tbnes/Fast Forward Revision Pack 
} Offer, PO Box 11, Falmouth, Cornwall TRIO 9EN. 

I a you would prefer rol to racawo mt m nallon and otters from 
I <xBaiisaUQrecarBM%M«aiidby7?»tm«.pieawtiBk [ | 


j« 0 Bs:rtft:w?FaeE a^evel revision packs- : 

Qty 

Ref 

Subject/Trtia 

RRP 

Times Price 
tec p&p 


AK01 

Economics: Supply and Demand 

£9.99 

£5.00 


AK06 

Economics; International Economics 

£9.99 

£5.00 


AKD8 

Economics: Macroeconomics Policy 

£9.99 

£5.00 


AE23 

English Lit: Metaphysical Poetry 

£9.99 

£5.00 


AE36 

English Lit Shakespeare; Othello 

ra.99 

£5.00 


AE16 

English Ut Chaucer. The General Prologue 

£9.99 

£5.00 


AE12 

English Lit: Atwood: The Hand Maid’s Tale 

£9.99 

£5.00 


A<307 

Geography; Settlement 

£9.99 

£5.00 


AG06 

Geography: Population 

£9.99 

£5.00 


AG05 

Geography: Soils & Vegetation 

£9.99 

£5.00 


AH05 

History: Polities & Reform in Britain 1830-50 

£9.99 

£5.00 


AH10 

History: Mussolini and the Rise of Fascism 

£9.99 

£5.00 


AH 04 

History: Weimar & The Rise of Hitler 

£9.99 

£5.00 


ALQ1 

Law. English Legal System & Civil Claims 

£9.99 

£5.00 


AL09 

Law: Contract Law Volume 1 

£9.99 

£5.00 


ALIO 

Law: Contract Law Volume II 

£9.99 

£5.00 


AP01 

Psychology. Perspectives on Psychology (Ethics) 

£9.99 

£5.00 


AP06 

Psychology: Comparative Psychology (Evolution/Altruism) 

£9.99 

£5.00 


AS02 

Sociology: Family 

£9.99 

£5.00 


AS03 

Sociology: Education 

£9.98 

£5.00 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS i. This offer is only open to residents of the UK, Channel islands, isle of Man and the Republic of Ireland. 2. Readers can order a 
maximum of one complimentary How Your Exams are Marked pack per household by sending four differently numbered tokens and £1.98 for p&p 3. No tokens 
are required for hait-pnee packs, but readers must order a minimum of two halfprics packs with each coupon. 4. Cheques must be made payable to Fast 
Forward. 5. No photocopies ot tokens will be accepted. 6. Please allow IS working days tor delivery, t. This offer doses on Friday May 23,1997. 
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McKinsey & Company 


Top-level support for 
top-level consultants 


join McWnsey as an assistant to one of cxjr partners, 
and you'll receive an excellent salary, non-contrtoutory 
pension, fife assurance, health and dental Insurance, 
free lunches, interest-free loan, use of our gym, and five 
weeks' holiday a year. 

Yet this great package is not the main reason for wanting 
to work at our well-appointed West End offices. You'll 
join us because you relish the challenge of providing key 
assistance to partners at one of the world's leading 
consulting firms. 

This means you'll need the confidence to deal with a wide 
range of business-related issues, interacting with some 
of the UK's top CEOs and solving problems on your own 
initiative, as well as executing specific tasks to very high 


standards of quality and accuracy. The challenge Is to 
ensure that everything runs seamlessly by managing a 
myriad of detail. 

We’re looking for some very bright team-players who 
combine A-ievel or degree education with formal 
secretarial qualifications. You should have proven 
experience, ideally in a professional services or similar 
environment You should also be proficient in the latest 
office technology, capable of meeting the demands of 
fast-changing priorities, and ready to work extra hours 
whenever required (for which overtime wifi be paid). 

If you have what it takes, send your cv (including current 
salary detaBs) to Rose Quinn, McKinsey & Company, 

No 1 Jermyn Street London SW1Y 4UH. 


West London 

A pivotal role supporting the European Finance and Information 
Systems Directors of this rapidly growing US multi-national 


THE COMPANY 

■ Manufactures and markets a range of 
electronic products for the computer, 
telecoms and industrial markets. 

■ Employs over 6.000 people worldwide 
and has recently moved its European 
headquarters to highly prestigious offices 
in West London. 

THE ROLE 

■ To provide top quality secretarial, 
administrative and personal support to the 
Financial arid MfS Directors and act as the 
point of contact for their international teams. 


Dixey Robb Associates 
Search & Selection Consrilunts 



THE QUALIFICATIONS 

■ First class secretarial and administrative 
stalls with extensive experience of Microsoft 
word-processing, spread sheet and graphics 
software. 

■ Articulate, numerate, a ‘can do. will do' 
attitude and a flexible approach to working 
hours. 

■ A style which is liberally sprinkled with 
humour, common sense, charm, sensitivity 
and immaculate presentation. 


Please reply enclosing foil C.V. and salary 
details quoting Ref: BG776 to: Ben Dixey, 
Dixey Robb Associates, 17 City Business 
Centre, Hyde Street, Winchester, Hampshire 
S023 7TA Tel: 01962 877822 
fax: 01962841795 



Co-ordinator & Liaison Officer 

Independent Group 

1 YEAH FIXED TERM CONTRACT (RENEWABLE) 

Part-time (18-20 hours per week) 

Salary c. £12,000 pa 

This post will suit someone with excellent organisational and 
administrative skills who has an interest in politics generally. 

There are just over 2000 Independent Councillors in England and 
Wales and this post will work dosefy with leading councillors to 
provide a full administrative support service to these councillors. 

Duties will indude arranging and minuting group meetings, keeping 
records, research and office administration. Candidates must have 
word processing and IT skills in order to be completely self supporting. 

For further details about the post and an application form 
(to be returned by 18 April 1997) please telephone 
the Personnel Team on 0171 664 3070, 
or write to them at: 

LGA, 26 Chapter Street, London SW1P 4ND. 


*332 

local Government Association 



BRUNEL 

UNIVERSITY 


Brunei 
Lfnhvrsriy 
exists id 
prcrtde 
high quality 

education 

and 

research of 
use to the 
community 


Personal Assistant 
to the Vice Chancellor 

£19.276 - £24309 pa irtc 
Uxbridge 

Brunei ts an established University, with a growing reputation, based on four campuses 
in west London. The Vice Chancellor is the 'Oiief Executive' of the University and as 
his Personal Assistant is retiring in September, we are seeking a replacement to this 
high profile role, managing the VC's office. 

we are looking for someone with senior level experience as a Secretary/Pereonal 
Assistant with excellent secretarial (word processing and shorthand) skills and 
experience of using spreadsheet and presentation packages. You mist be able to work 
on yoiar own Initiative, where appropriate, representing the Vice Chancellor in a range 
of different situations and combining outstanding organisational skiffs with tact and 
sensitivity. You will also have interpersonal skills that enable you to deal equally 
effectively with Chief Executives; Government repr e senta ti ves and tool dignitaries as 
well as students, parents and staff at alt levels. 

If tins sounds interesting, we may have just the job for you. For an information pack 
please send a large self-addressed envelope to Personnel & Staff Development 
Brunei University, Uxbridge, Middlesex U88 3PH quoting ref. 1661. or phone 01695 
812304 p4 hours). Wd look forward to hearing from you. 

dosing date: 25 April 1997. 


PA trFiunea Orator 

ffiMVtBmnq 

r onpiny mb taft wawin PA ratt toe*. 
, Ida ts writ as pvt of a xal taw. 
ate start t» cupor Bane fantarty Wort and Bui) ad 
HI karat B BCOSHtL Toning oh tamuor tart a wortwry 
p «■ ta gw mVk rtmmnr pagrartnr rfrartt a MwMbb 

Ban arownfag. Sm marts h kaaptag oak 
Mb fan*. tat fawmal 
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ra /sigma mt «nd smctrt to datri. 
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=ICE MANAGER 


Computer 

Mn3ytsaxp 


v^*o*dtxx*kraW«xo«flTta 
r this uctfna rota wfth ptenty ot scope 
ferctewfepmant c^ptl^infeniialraF^ 
cuientfkapectBd salary to 


PA/SECRETARY 

Working tor a rapidly eaqpamfing privately owned 
Property Dsnioptnent Company, Otis responsftta 

ni-raiHri— ■■rsMW m anil ^ooniJiln 

poMon racpra aMMoonroont' u nngp p ao c 

secretary to wo* a& part of a smaStaam, good 
s o p ta a rfto aldta and telephone ma ni a art awaraM 


oftevtfaeiy at aS tarts. 


tn return tor your valued skBs, wawA reward you wlh 
a convMQve sabiy and U benefispadme 
Intaittsflacf? Ihm apply in tettig enclosing bdCVand 
detate of your current package to Box No 4244 


INSURANCE CLAIMS TECHNICIAN 
£14,000 

ftteWgroufag South Lontfantattranoa Chins CcrnptoWmk 
onthuataadc ctofcna handtor. CMdUtMa ateuMhto* otter b 
good Oogma quaSeatton or ntohun 3i 
m a iwVnuta tooewncettoKOapawona 

■fcUtataqtXKl to* people AWJ* sHkFult_ 

& Mipartw progrenion iq Chartered taattiaa t,. 

Reply with CV to Scot No 4166 



Private Secretary 

Up to £25,000 + Benefits 



Phaidon Press Ud. is a privately owned mternarional art book 
publaher. Its Qsfarnan and Publisher wishes to appoint a Private Seaetvy w 
support bun in bis varied business activities and personal interests. 

This role primarily involves acting as a facilitator and co-ordinator to ensure 
foe Chairman's office always runs smoothly. E xce l lent secretarial skills are 
needed to support all the administrative and organisational tasks that this 
p osit i o n generates. 

YoQ will need previous experience of working Car a dynamic business 
entrepreneur or head of an organisation. This position requires a willingness to 
take responsibility, as well as a high degree of flexibility, commitment and 
patience. Fae ti gh t and discretion are also necessary attributes to be successful 
in a dww»ndj n g and often dungiiig environment. 

We are converting from WordPerfect 5.1 to Microsoft Office. Knowledge of 
both desirable plus RS A 111 standard typing, audio and accurate shorthand 
are es se ntial . 

Please apply in writing, with a CV to Anne Boenders, 

Human Resou r ces Manager, Phaidon Press Ltd., Regent’s Wharf, 

All Saints Street, London, Nt 9PA. The dosing date for applications is 
Wednesday 16 April 1997. No agencies please. 


PA - International PR/Maiketing Communications 

Established consultancy with global business urgently needs someone to 
liaise with diverse creative and trade suppliers, set up and track in-house 
and dfent projects and ensure nothing, but nothing slips. 

If you are computer literate and can react positively in dynamic 
circumstances, the pay, perks and prospects will not disappoint. 

CVp/ecse, Inducting salary expectations, to fan Armstrong, 

APR Communications, Maanman House, 96 Kensington High Street, 
London W8 4SC or ktrmstrong@ctprcorrLco.uk. Fax: DI7I 937 3373. 


Fax: 0171 7S2 75S6 


CHARING CROSS AND 
WESTMINSTER MEDICAL 
SCHOOL 

(University of London) 

departmental 

SECRETARY 

£16,725- £19,020 p.a-inc. 
(under review) 

We are looking for an cmliuaastic and eaperieaxd 
sectary who mO“P-*“Profcasor C. Keuamd, 
Head of the Department of Cliiwcai Neurosacncc. The 
successful applicant will be working in a rapidly 
expanding department, dealing with both rerem ft 
administration and teaching programmes. It o essential 
that in addition to competence to audio typing 
(Microsoft Word and Emd) you W proven 
organisational skills, an ability to prioritise a bosy 
workload and adept at multi-waking. 

Further particulars and application forms obtainable 
from the Director of Personnel, Owing Cnwand 
Westminster Medical School, The Reynolds Bufldmg, 
Sc Dunstan’s Road, London W6 8RP, Teh 0181-846 
7527, within three weeks of the appearance of dus 
advertisement (Quote Ref: 97/35) ^ 

CX&WMS is an equal opportunities employer. 


SALES SUPPORT ASSISTANTS 


join a busy office. Position requires abffity to 
co-ordinate sales activity and admin: Good 
woridna knowledge of Word 6 «id Excel wfifi 
typing drills of 50wpm+. Excellent 


manner essential. 

Please send CV and salary expectations to 
Joanna Kennedy Scott, Hilton Hotels 
ilion, 104 - 1 06 The Chambers, 
i Harbour, London 5W100XF. 
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PA TO CHAIRMAN AND 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE 


c. £30K + benefits • West End 


r Delphi Croup pic is an extremely successful 
conglomerate ol companies, delivering a range of 
complementary HR and IT services throughout the UK. 
Europe and USA. 

Based in our prestigious Piccadilly Circus offices, our Chairman and Chief 
Executive currently requires an assistant to provide essential business and 
personal support'Working on a one lo one basts, you will be expected to 
set your own priorities and anlldpale his requirements. In addition lo 
offering overall secretarial assistance, you will manage the crossover 
between his personal and business affairs. 

This ts a challenging position which calls for a highly motivated and 
proactive individual. The ability to combine a professional approach, with 
a bright and enthusiastic personality Is essential. So too is previous PA 
ierience at company director level, preferably gained within a European 


exp . _ 

and/or service oriented environment 
Along with an exceptional telephone manner, you will need excellent 
shorthand skills coupled with good PC literacy - in particular, proflctengr 
in Microsoft Word. In addition, a good knowledge of French will be a 
distinct advantage and although you will be working from 830 am to 6.pm. 
a flexible approach to your hours is also Important 
We offer an attractive benefits package. Including a n on-con tributary 
pension scheme, life assurance ana 20 days' holiday a year. Preference will 
be given to candidates living within dose proximity ofthe West End. 

To apply please send your CV. with full career history, lo Mandy HodnelL 
MSL Advertising Services Ltd. 32 Aybrook Street London-WIM 3[L 
Closing date for applications wHI be \7th April 1997. ; 


Be the support 


PP 1 

r xe 


behind our team 

Administration Co-ordinator Oxford Street. W1 



PA TO COMMERCIAL DIRECTOR 

Business Travel Agency c£22,000 pa + travel benefits 

This is a new appoinimenc m provide sales support for die Commercial Director in 
one of the leading business travel agencies in die UK, with several offices in die UK 
and overseas. Head office is in central London and because hours can be long the 
successful candidate must live in the London area. 

Key tasks will include preparation of sales presentations and proposal documentation 
to die highest professional standards, full secretarial support, the initiative to produce 
original correspondence with minimal direction and die ability to liaise face to face 
or by phone with existing and potential dienes up w senior level. Wo rd (or Windows 
6, PowerPoint, Excel, DTP (preferably), immaculate shordund/typing are essential. 
A background in a salesftnarkcting environment, particularly in retail or other fast 
moving business would he distinedy advantageous. Ideally aged 25-35 with a 
pleasant, assertive personality, common sense, capable of working under pressure and 
'nuking things happen*. 

Salary negotiable around £22,000 pa plus exceptional navel benefits. 

Write briefly but re levan tly, in confidence to Julian Bull at Bull Thompson 
International Ltd, 8 Upper St Martin's Lane, London WC2H 9DF who is 
advising the company on this appointment. Quote ref 2454 on yonr letter 
& envelope. 


MTV. rhe ooiy i-ye cc.')-=jrcDt>cr! cctiie one 
sctei;i i c cherne'; ■.$ tiisv octoc •-'fOL.-c-cu; " 
ter- ccross the Continent v/c ore t'~o 
pioneers of crept vit* ir youth- te'.ov'sioo and 
we contmoo tc :ric aocr.de - ‘o or sure 
a.-i ;r-oc : "c crcctsve ei.-dc-y; o- 
excoc-r ci'ci cjolity v-o r.c- need a-. 

J d n i ,■■- s • ra r :o r C o - o :d • o a • o ■: 
*?eoo" rc to *.he Cff.ce Servces m ar.es®: you 
■>pray o c. cr'.'-z. to-.-} ;he dooertmens. 
liCrsioc wi?r cor tioctors ana suppiio's. 
c‘‘.end : nc to cereal enc/oices. rr.cintoT roc 
off-ce reco r ds, co-o r dinot:r,a tr.e transpc--; 
one stationery accot-ots. end s^per/ls-.-ia a-d 
CUccatir.c wort: to the -Tsair.tonc-cc- tec-r. 

Yea: experience of wording n c fecit ' 
rnanoq&“en; operction -ju rave C : v*- joo 
an on-;copcc'o exterior, a professsonc: arc 
prcct ca; cseraacn and tno c.pic'nccy 
recosscy wren dearra v.:r. custcm-ars. 
This :S C great opocrt-jnrty ‘C fii' a rote wnore 
we value you: insist.*e ana tecao'Ship s- -s 
:nir-c young ■ cramccrr.pcr.'.- icood 
standard of conc-rc oaucation. r.V'-,.?racy. 
t'teracj and a cod tetter wrrtira ere 


If you ccn match your 
skills end experience to 
this profile, please send 
your current C v to. 

Zoe Leigh. Human 
Resources Department, 
MTV Europe. 

130 Oxford Street, 
London win CDS. 
Closing date: 2-Sfh April. 



MUSiC TSLEVTSiCN 


SECRETARY • 

£14,000 

Prestigious Mayfair wme merdnne seeks calm, efficient 
secretary to support a frientfly, busy office. Computer 
literacy (Windows 95. Excd) and the abihty to speak 
confidently to customers are essentiaL Basic 
understanding of French and an interest in wine would 
be useful 

Apply with CV to: Miss Celia Page, 
Louis Latour Ltd. 

7a Grafton Street, London W1X 3 LA. 


?New Challenge? 


Seal Mweadrat Ena aera >* 3o«h Koshctoi he a vac»qr far a Saks 
N tq! i rlim/ Seaway. GaarfadwatawdaMa'to deal witfa ww 
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5 faj *edk fffandw-fttdari,»<! 
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Trfepfame Otn SS10W1 


BUSY WEST BID 
SURVEYORS ••• 

Are searching far a fast, 
accurate, experienced 
eudto secretary «dv> b 
computer teate 
indudre] W4WV6. bright 
and livety wri te the a bWy 

CVs to Marilyn Aron. 
Fax 0171 935 6632. 

5a Portman Square, 

London W1H0BU. 


RRST CLASS AUDIO 
SECRETARY/ 
ADMINISTRATOR 
Itoqidnd tar Ha anal btaKty 

wwtnoiowancBWtiKBra, 

Mutt hra CHcetara auSo 
sidla and be keen Iq fawn and 
dwatap Via rote. Good 
fanMtodga ot Wort far 
Wmckm &o ananttaL 

should send a 
CV and hand-written 
covering tatter to Sgk No ~ 
4280. 

NoAgenctaa 
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Square Mile 
Blues? 


Are you sick of the Gfy? Looking for a change? 
Localed In the heart of the West End, Radgate 
Rdder is a East growing Ibjj firm offering a real 
alternative to big City firms. 

We arc currently looking lor experienced 
secretaries to fill several positions from Float lo 
Partner's PA. II yai're highly skilled and looking 
to move to legal this is a perfect way tn. If you 
already have experie nc e in Corporate, Property 
or Litigation, that's even better. 

YouH have st ro ng IT skills (Word 4 Windows or 
WordPerfect 5.1). 80wpm typing, bags of 
initiative, loads of enthusiasm and thoroughly 
erqoy vworking in a busy, friendly learn. 

We offer a competitive salary, paid overtime, ' 
exceflenl benefits and a great location. 


Fgr a confidential discussion please call 
Lowfee Morrison on 0171 467 4822 or Jr i 
send your CV with typing speed to: 

Leube Morrison, Radgate Fielder, 

Heron Place, 3 George St. 

London. WlH BAD ^ 

E-MtoMroore to nOnadgate^otA RAowreuxn 
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EXEC SECRETARY WTTH A YEN 
TO TRAVEL? 

Expavtancad Secratary 23+ (fait accurate 
shorthand/typfn* speeds) taaati fa new o ffice s 
loodon WC2 end tra iaffi ng to Tolqml To sappott 
yeuog and Jynmir EigM Snap Chfef 
E xe eu thre «Wi a x te mh w l aterwte In 
UI^Enrppe/Ftar East 



THE GENERAL SYNOD OF 
THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND 

wishes to appoint* 

PERSONAL SECRETARY 

to vrerfc with the Assam Legd Adviser and the rest of the 
legal team. The wodt undertaken by the team include-, 
supporting the Legal Advisory and Aid Commissions and 
ocher Jcgislativr bodies, as wdl os advising and drafting 
documents on legal marten affecting die General Synod and 
several of its Boards and Councils. 

The successful candidaig wiD need fox accurate typing - usng 
advanced word processing skills - and experience ot' general 
secreorial/a ttoiiiin t rati ve duties. The posrholder onll be 
expected m help at the two or three annual m eetings of 
General Synod, which are bdd in London and York. 

The g lory wiS be in die range of £ 13^381-£15.478. 
depending on experience. 

Oaring date far receipt of appLcanoos b 
’Wednesday 23 April 1997. 
fiw a job doaipdim end appSutumfim plane write to: 

Maria VtaBdi,' Anoaoel Aiamm, 

Cbm tli Hone, Great South Street, thmuiKer, 
London SWtP JNZ. 

U* Mr mi opaxwoer tmpUpr 
Thru ■ * m SW hi w Cfafgt H*wr 


TW» water pranora/aiaet daMBnat/ibow 

w «.» .1 _ 

unum. 

6REAT PROSPECTS AND SALARY OF 

£20,000 put. 

Fm CV and cowing tatter to: Director 

- Chief Encufiwe's Office: 

Fax No: 0171495 4572. 


Director’s 
PA/Secretary 

Working for an extremely successful, private 
Hotd Company at their busy May fair Head 
Office, yon will have a very varied workload, 
including certain personal work. You must be able 
to operate under pressure, while retaining a good 
telephone manner and a sunny disposition. A dear 
chinking and organised mind is therefore of 
paramount importance. Exposure to a financial 
environment would be useful, but not Cscntial. 
Good profe ssiona l Mi imperative. 

Excellent salary and benefits available depending 
on relevant experience. 

iPleaae send your CV wnfa written co*ob£ Intes; 
k ^i n ri u ai gyocr cogent salary expoctuiocs to; 1 
Uuukh Brogmus, 

14 Chesterfield Street, 

London W1X7HF 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

An exerting opportunity exists at Zee TV, itafli 

(he largest Asian satellite and cable ' * * K T V ,1 

channel in Europe, bared in NorlholL 

Applicant must have excellent secretarial and organisational 

skills lMicrosoft Office) as well as previous expe ri ence 

wotking at senior leveL Good pros p e c t s and competitive 

salary are available in return. Imirastiim- stan. 

PART-TIME SECRETARY 

Secretary required to work with in-house Lawyer initially 
part-time with a possibility for full-time later. AppbeaiX must 
have excellent secretarial skills iMicsosofi Office), and 
previous experience in a legal background would be an 
advantage. Immediate start. 

Please apply in writing with fall CV. to Pttsonnel 
Department^** TV, Unit 7. Beivue Business Centre, Bel we 
Road. Nonhoft. Middlesex. U85 5QQ. 

(Strictly no agencies) 


CONRAD 

INTERNATIONAL 

LONOON 

“■“f*£ 166 mrrouuaap oTOKfaea ffaAo* isore of 

lamaa s most linmns S star tmefa. We am ciamuly taokfaf: tn- 
recndia: 

P.A. to die Director of Sales and 
Marketing 

wlMdad who it UgUyoraamsoL 

rommadudenjoy* (be pressure of woridn* witha aaexncmly tafay 
WteWancaL Excdkw seoeiaia] aai canmauricaifaR^Btm 
^L‘ n,D0,h «»«>■* o( adaritteaden!fa aa^offiee 
* Crtea f l y aad penonttby benoHteL Wo^°0tr 

esccttent rates oT pay sod treaJUs «reh Me otlte worids lt*Bntl»*l 

IWreadyoui CVleCbie*^Harbour,LeodoeSWWBXG«ar 

«"H P»MHlon«171«30m faranappffcatira bam. 







ASff LITC^f jSTEWAIT 

_ “Hi'' 


THE London j\s i i t i n: 


Circa £17k Secretary/ Administrator - West Bid' 

sret-a- 

^**"8 a Secretary/Adminisiraior in the Innairtnral 
Deparoaent assisting the senior PA and Direct® 
fiUng and administrative duies. Suit someone 
wo*k experience or returning to work- 30 opu 1 
«ypitig. Audio and good telephone manner. S/hd an adranofft • 

Pfc "* c ^ ct: Adtley Stewart L*4 

London WlNTLC 

Tab 0171580 9110 or Fans 8171 SM 9104 | 
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Do you have good manners? 


_gu san Gray on o ffice etiquette - 

_ from meeting visitors to telling 

tiiejotiiario in accounts tn push off 


N obody is bom 
knowing good eti¬ 
quette, ft has to be 
learnt, says Judi 
James, the author of The 
Office Jungle: the Survivors’ 
Guide to the Nylon Shag Pile 
Life and former model 
“Secretarial staff are often 
involved m meeting, and greet¬ 
ing clients and guests, so it's 
important they feel confident 
tn what they're doing." she 
says. “I compare meeting and 
greeting to ballroom dancing: 
someone has to take the lead 
and it should be the secretary 
or PA." 

Ms James says guests like to 
know the name of the person 
showing them the way to the 
meeting, so secretaries should 
follow the example of their 
American counterparts and 
have their own business cards 
to give out. The names and 
titles of visitors are also a 
contentious issue, and Ms 
James urges caution. “Err on 
the side of formality and use 
titles and second names first of 
all. Being asked to change to a 
first name is fine, but being 
told to use a more formal 
address is a reprimand." Of 
course some visitors make it 


Lord Archer famously 
shakes hands saying: "Call me 
Jeffrey." 

lifts and swipe cards are 
another sticky issue. “Some 
“rnpany cultures insist 
women have precedence on 
entering and leaving lifts, so 
men have to do the paso doble 
inside the car to make sure 
women can get out first." Ms 
James says. 

Companies should have 
clear etiquette policies, 
because the increasing bland¬ 
ness and uniformity of ser¬ 
vices offered by high street 
names makes them indistin¬ 
guishable in the public’s mind. 

“In the faceless 1990s, good 
personal contact is important. 
Modem, correct procedure 
has a terrific effect on a 
company’s external image and 
customer service can be the 
only thing that marks it out 
from its competitors," Ms 
James says. 

Robert Elms, the writer and 
broadcaster, is also a champi¬ 
on of good manners. “As tile 
becomes more aggressive, 
planners become even more 
important. In fact, society’s 
only salvation is to have a code 
of being decent to each other.” 
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Mr Elms believes good man¬ 
ners are not a sexist issue and 
the workplace should evolve a 
code of behaviour towards 
people rather than gender. “If 
1 see someone with a heavy 
box 111 open the door for them 
regardless of their sex, and it’s 
the same with holding the lift. 
I hope that people would do 
the same for me." he says. 
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Good manners are part of 
the larger context of good 
communication, and vital to a 
company’s profitability, Freda 
Gardiner, chairwoman of the 
Secretarial Development Net¬ 
work, says. “Managers and 
secretaries need to communi¬ 
cate well or teamwork breaks 
down. Both roles are vital for 
organisational success, so sec¬ 


retaries and managers should 
treat each other with respect" 
Ms Gardiner suggests that 
managers should show re¬ 
spect to support staff by mak¬ 
ing time to talk to them on a 
regular basis. “Ideally there 
should be a weekly debrief on 
the respective managerial and 
secretarial roles," she says. 
Managers who fail to treat 


secretaries with respect will 
end up with a demotivated 
office team, and are thus 
wasting the company’s most 
valuable asset 
“Being late or not showing 
up for appointments is the 
height of ill manners. It says to 
the other person that their 
time is of no value," Ms 
Gardiner continues. She says 


that if someone is running 
evpn ten minutes late for a 
meeting, they should let the 
other side know. 

Secretaries should show re¬ 
spect for their work by dress¬ 
ing professionally. Temps who 
are working at 3n investment 
bank one week and an envi¬ 
ronmental charity the next. 
are advised to dress formally 
on day one. wearing a suit and 
make-up, and then to dress 
more casually if the employ¬ 
er’s culture allows. “It’s better 
to be over-dressed than 
underdressed, especially for 
women wanting to break out 
of the secretarial role. Dress 
for the job you want, not the 
one you’re in." 

Professional dress generates 
respect and makes secretaries 
less likely to be taken advan¬ 
tage of. according to Ms 
Gardiner. “Wearing a mini¬ 
skirt and low-cut blouse shows 
how you fee! about yourself." 
Judi James says that work¬ 
place physical contact is un¬ 
likely to go beyond a 
handshake these days because 
the fear of sexual harassment 
is taken so seriously. 

Ms Gardiner adds that if 
someone in the office does 
overstep the mark, “tell them 
you feel uncomfortable early 
on, before it becomes an 
issue". 

• Secretarial Development Net¬ 
work 01530 223030; The Office 
Jungle, HarperCollins £5.09. 


A note for 
your diary 

THE TIMES Cttoie 
*97. the annual exhibi¬ 
tion for executive as¬ 
sistants. PAs, office 
managers and ad¬ 
ministrators. is bring 
held from June 11 to 
13 at Olympia 2 in 
London. 

In die educational 
seminars programme, 
top professionals will 
offer advice on interper¬ 
sonal skills with the 
emphasis on communi¬ 
cation, presentation 
and confidence. 

A new feature is 
The Career Village. Jn 
daily presentations, 
experts will offer advice 
on a number of sub¬ 
jects including psycho¬ 
metric testing, body 
language, interview 
techniques and CV 
preparation. 

More than ISO 
companies from ail rele¬ 
vant business sectors 
will be exhibiting at the 
event Visitors can 
meet suppliers, obtain 
quotes from business 
travel specialists, discov¬ 
er new conference 
venues and keep track of 
the latest develop¬ 
ments in business 
technology. 

□ For further infor¬ 
mation: 0l7l-iS3 5342. 


Tel: 0171 680 6806 
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Fax: 0171 7S2 75S6 


First Class PA 

City Location 
c£30,O0O + bens 

Polished PA with Chairman/Director 
level experience required to work for 
this prestigious Pic. It is essential that 
you have proven organisational skills, 
a proactive and energetic streak and 
the ability to handle swiftly chang in g 
priorities without turning a hair! Solid 
L—-v. finan cial background. Age: 

25-40. Skills: 90/50. Please 
\ call Sarah Burt or Sam 
- OP ) Garner on 017 f 390 7000. 




More Money... 

than you ever dreamt 
of! !c£21,000 + banking 
bens 

Do you want to earn enough money to 
continually treat yourself to lots of life’s little 
luxuries? Du you want to work in fantastic offices 
and spend your lunch hour working act in zhe 
gym? Well now you can working as secretary to 
these charming Directors of this Investment 
Bank. You will be fully rewarded 
for your crahusasm and drive. 
Skills: Word for Windows, 
Powerpoim and 50 wpm typing. 
» \ Age to 34. Call Amanda Chesson 

£? / on 0171 390 7000. 



Step Up! 

£16,500 + OT 
Excellent Bens 

Climb up the secretarial ladder with this 
international firm of management 
consultants. Working as a Managers' 
secretary.i supporting a team of 3, you will 
be dealing with diaries, travel 
arrangements, timesheets and telephone 
queries. This is a demanding position 
needing a proactive approach & flexibility 
towards hours. At least 18 months solid 
__ secretarial experience. 55 wpm 

v and knowledge of word could 

-A secure this exciting position 

) for you. Call Lucy Thomas on 

/ 0171 434 4512. 


Team Player 

c£19,000 plus bens 
Victoria 

Prestigious American corporation seeks a 
senior level team secretary who really knows 
how to look after two busy directors. 
Combine your first class secretarial skills with 
creative Hair to produce tip-top deal making 
presentations. The ability to work to 
deadlines, co-ordinate complex worldwide 
travel, troubleshoot and provide strong lines 
of communication arc all crucial 
^ as you will be their office 

S . lynch pin. Shorthand and 

\ advanced Microsoft Office 

j essential. Please call Alison 

. I Scott 0171 434 4512. 




Tip Top PA 

c£22,000 

Mayfair 

A well established multi-national company 
based in stunning offices, seek an 
exceptional PA to support a charismatic 
MD. He needs a superb righL hand person 
who is resourceful, committed and 
naturally proactive and can successfully 
deal with the fast paced world of 
commodity broking. If you love working in 
a truly cosmopolitan 
s. environment, can cope with 

pressure, have 60wpm typing, 
\ Word and Excel then please 
jj^ j call Susanna Hargreaves on 
0171 434 4512. 


Crone Corkill I Crone Corkill I Crone Corkill 


Recruitment Consultants 


Recruitment ( unsullunls 


Recruit an nt Consultants 


£20,000 + O/T 

Tlii International management consultancy looted in die 
Wot End rttfmro a “people persnn" (canary to support 
their highly retarded and pcufcnoral HR team. 

TIic team's tunenan b to attract and rceniii top international 
graduates and support staff dtrough to senior personnel. As 
die new team member you will be due fit* point of contact 
on the phone and lace to ficc. dealing with candubrcs, 
oiBeaguus and suppliers. If you thrive i»i people- contact and 
card at orgmaing you could be wcH anted ro join din 
motivated and lively group of HR expem. 

Skilk hawpni, kiwu-kd^e of Wiraiows, a gofiua package 
and a inininTBni of I year’s scovtarol experience- 

CMtumOrd la rquat oppntuuirio 

0171 287 7788 


Angela Mortimer 


Jobs, Glorious Jobs! 

Salaries £13-28,000 

PR Co look** far Aw■** “W? 1 **G*'* 01S " Tl,n 

(TWPnasUWWiainite-Gr^Wfc 1 

r^ ^ ^ uU^ M^tag P nw ot i n M/HaAeMWSecreen/AttnaAa 

Emqct WhittvmiiB iwM & iTVrt w AaUow/PA 
Property 

Ranee GoOacd Jn SWJ-Nunwratt wrmry "** * WW*. 

Please eafl BrtoctoyOarVAaocatw 
Tefc 0171734 9821 or Fax: 8171734 9828 


INSTTIUTE OF REVENUES. 

RATING AND VALUATION 
PERSONAL ASSISTANT TO 
DIRECTOR/ ADMINISTRATOR 

Tbe Institute, the professional bodylor 

people in the public and PfNate sector 
Srrvofved In local taxation * looking to 
appoint a new Personal Assistant to its 
Director. Cofin Farrington. . w 

mis is an Important secretarial post for 
someone with advanced secretarial and 
SmSative skills, willing to wot* in a 
flexible and professional way in a 

expenen«dtoa 
hierti level and be proficient m Microsoft 
Office and specifically Word tor 

« LaudWltorfak gut SMPdwtaib 
Sekratar/in 

fZL** » tad* Da ►***• *** »" W-*** 1 * 1 " 

« a*. Voraas*™*. We ■ * 


D Box A 4283 


Personal Assfstent 

! to Chairman ana 
group Directors. 
Rouble. «naaire{35yts+) 
watt SiH and WWW 

expenetce retwtfedw 

tepWteiEndDflsg"* 

Photographic Company - 

Please apply with C-V. to: 
Roger Bufl, 

Genu Imaging Ud., 

32Sroadu*kSr. 
London. WlVlFG- 


£ 12,000 
Plus Bonus 
Small Kensington 

property company 
requires Junior 
secretary wi* 

VVofd/Excffl 

ambitious, wage 


SMALL AND BIJOU! 

To £21,000 + Benefits 

H you wart Id get Into Banking but prater a mere 'Iramtey 1 ' 
environment than (tea Private mvesonar* Bank In Chancery 
Lana could be tor you. Supporting two VERY busy Director* 
you can sxpacB a toB PA rote but not too much owersma! Aged 
28-35 and a steady CV assented, interested? Can Anna. 

Personnel Admin Sec 
To £20,000 + Benefits 

Fatadoua opporturlty for an erootaoced Secretary aged 25/30 
looking tot their neat Job to be heavy on the admin and QgW on 
the secretarial! You wffl need to hava an organised and 
mettxxScai approach, outgoing penonaBty and bag, cd 
common sensei Previous tranctal or personnel experience 
essential CaB Anna for an imm edte te interview. 

PA To 3 Directors 
£18,500 + 25 Days Holiday 

Am you brtoht. spericy and pro-active? Have you got MS Office, 
enfoy 50w% typing and wart regular hours? Are you tn you 
late 20‘s and twrttar vrth a smaolrterrational enuironmenl? U 
the answer Is yea, then come and foto a growing mutt-naftonaf 
company based In Hobem. Phone Deborah now! 


AN EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY 
IN THE TRAVEL INDUSTRY 
A major navel cMert b seeking a unfepe individual, 
W&hin or from outside the travel industry, to act as the 
internal co~ord»nator tor ail activity generated by its 
external PR consultants. 

The position is not limited to PR professionals - 
someone with first rale administrative end 
communicMion skSIs may appty - bui a keen mserest in 
and knowledge erf the ski market is preferred. 

The auccesM carafldate wiO report directly to the Chief 
Executive. Ha/she should have a mature approach and 
an abSrty to work wfth seraor cofleagues. 

H you believe you have the right qualifies and 
experience, please write in the first instance, enclosing 
your cv. to: Addison WMars, Cfiffe House, Parkside 
Avenue. Wimbledon. London SW19 SES. 


Straker Office Supplies pie 
Unit 4300 Purtey Way, Croydon, 
Surrey CR0 4NZ 

Expanding company In new offices requires 
expwtenced, inteJBgent PAfSecretary to work for Chief 
Execute®. Director and Company Secretary. Good 
shorthand, audio and wp skfis (Exoel/Lcxus and 
WOd). Sertor level experience a necessity. Legal 
background /experience an advantage. 

AixBty to work under pressure and on own initiative. 
Flexible approach required in an extremely waned rote. 
Opportunity to get fully involved. 

Handwritten applications with CV In confidence to: The 
Company Secretary. 


The Principals Group 

We arc s dynamic design consultancy currently toob'ng for a 
Rec/Jnr Sec. This is a young and friendly, bur hardworking 
environment- The ideal candidate will he reliable, confident, 
able io cope under pressure and sell have a sense of humour. 
Most have at least I yrs experience with knowledge of Apple 
Mac (Quark an adv|. 

Please send CV and covering letter to: 

Georgina Tyrrell, 

The Principals Group. 

19 Pbipp Street. Loudon EC2A 4NP- 


TEMPORARY EMPLOYEES! 
SOW THE SEEDS FOR THE 
SPRINGTIME HARVEST- 

• B you are aged 18 - 40? 

• Have a good noritfog taiowfadge at MS Ofloa? 

• Autfio and shorthand sJJJs? 

AND REAP THE REWARDS..... 

• Holiday pay 

• HgWy competitive rales 

• 52 weeks per ynar emptoymert 

• Chance to win C1000 In prize draws 

• Friendly, professional and dedicated consonants 

Interested? Call now for 
an Immediate Interview. 


TEL: 0171 734 8484 

FAX: 0171 734 8501 


SECRETARY/ PERSONAL ASSISTANT 
City Lively Company seeks an experienced 
Secretary to work for the Clerk. 

Suitable applicants will possess first class 
secretarial skills, including shorthand 
(mirvute-taklng forms a significant part of the 
job) and be experienced in Word Perfect. 
Essential requirement is ability and 
willingness to work harmoniously in a small 
team. 

Suit mature person aged 40-50; 

Salary about £17,500, plus benefits. 

Apply in writing with fun CV to: The Clerk, 
The Vintners' Company, Vintners’ Hall, 
Upper Thames Street, LONDON EC4V 3BJ 


TULTWE 

R mp tiui a tl/ T atap fw ni a 
£12.000pi. 

toterad tm WnaM Tn*, 
Crapraf.SriarScwWl. 
feu Untayli fitter 9 m-U0|bl 
(tel to puantfe Ml tatea M 
■Hi ■ trte. terodhte MR rotentte. 
Hrkrtra iihra—r a p toin. r—n 
Ife Kotow 
LOinGtesiflQ. 


SECRETARY/PA 
/RECEPTIONIST 
(2 Posts BvaOshte) 
Private Q.P. 

Kensington & Cheteaa 
Medical experience 
essential. Nursing 

Salary ri7.DOO + 
FAX: 01712357306 



PUBLIC RELATIONS PA 

PH Consultanl wSh varied cBents (high tech to leisure), 
requires amerienced PA/ Secretary wfth Apple 
Mac/MScroBon Word, txxjk-toeptog and PR Agency 
sicKs. Accuracy and speed vital, inratohie and good 
presentation essenbaLSatery £15,000. Fax or send CV 
to: VVSM Wordsworth Urnited. 23/24 Margaret Street, 
London WIN 7LB. 

Ftoe 01716352282. 


WEST END 
AUDIO SECRETARY 

SmaB friendly comemerciai etoata agency practice 
seeking a secretay to worit tor 3 partoere. Must have 
good autSo typing experience & telephone manner. 

Experience c# VWW essential Salary £neg. 
Contact Gary Bluston on 0171 323 0696 


Christopher Keats 


£12,000-220,000 

We are recognised as one of London’s 
leading Media Secretarial Consultancies with 
a media client list which is about as blue chip 
as they come. Our clients within the world of 

ADVERTISING, TV, RADIO, PR, 
DESIGN, MARKETING, 
MAGAZINES A BOOKS 

represent the media world - challenging, 
quirky, individual, exciting and, above all, 
progressive - make sure, as a committed and 
versatile secretary, you are part of all this. 

Call for further information on how we can 
help and details on current positions. 


0171 734 3133 

eroaihrec/uitrnentS'keals.co.uk 
visit cur web site or,: www.christcpherkecits.co.uk 
10 years of recruiting secretaries in media 


ACCOUNTS SECRETARY - 
KNIGHTSBRIDGE 

We are an International Organisation looking tor an 
intei&gert, enthusiastic young person to assist In our 
fcrefy & very busy accounts oapt 

Previous Office Admin, experience is preferred, wfth 
use of mtoroeoft W4W/Excet Packages. Nuneracy, 
excellent written English, deer neat handwriting and a 
pr oficient telephone manner are ateototponanttoctora. 
You need to enjoy teamwork and have a calm and 
adaptable approach. In return, we offer a competitive 
eatery and first-ctesa working c ond itions. 

XHPtoase send a current CV. wttti co ver in g tetter ten 
Urtda Greaves, No. 6 Princes Gate. London, SWT 
1QJ 


SECRETARY / 
ADMINISTRATOR 

LONDON Wl 

To £I8,500+Bens 

This prestigious Mayfair Company 
need a young, enthusiastic Secretary to 
work with 2/3 consultants and be the 
focal poinz for their dienes and 
candidates. You will need 50wpm 
typing, a confident outgoing personality 
and have bags of initiative and common 
sense. This is an extremely hectic, fast 
paced and very social 
environment. 

CONTACT SlAN COUCHMAN 

TEL 0171-405 2340 
fax 0171-83 I 2999 



Personal 

Asdstxn/Seaetarf 
required far Managing 
Director of small dty bated 
bniraiKtgwp. 

Yon rirato hwe m •raderaic 
hdjf Bdtohwtortoidt 
mxteted Good Bhfteae oanrar. 
Coopncx *i» would ba a 

toiwote ■ it fcnwdtdp. cfl 

ormcrabitraew- 
Sriary Wpend on ^toScnkro 


Please apply m writing with 
fuUCVto 

Hhs Arjo Batdcar, fax 0171 
626 6679 or 
Phone 0171 334 9604. 


OFRCE/OPBWTIOKS HAMAGBl 
- waned far ad My. ea trepru ar ial wpaay baatd in Lo nfen. WIO 
■Sag nwwnntaay bfaadfe otBra jxtoci*. Ite fab M« mates a 
taoy offic* erf ftna peapta. cootraSng ■ 7 sang non to drivws/aopraats. 
aroiriaB c—eawr ranrira. town, to rare to pretfaca rod t wtolin a 
100% lanf erf affcfaaey. Lata to mproifaftr aod irato«aa« Hnfiy m 
dtadd to 24 ♦ with kri#a. ortgawi paraantoty. fata to u i nlan i iiia to ba 
coopdar/WF Buraia. CMd nil enatoar aactatoY nddaa a dufcage. 
bar Btlfoak aura impanel than aqn ia Me . tea ke N/S. Setey 
tfl5.00&£16J300. 

Plata saad CV to MQ, laaarlfia, 

81 Grrod Bn Cartre. Watt Bow, 

Linda*, WIO SAS or 
cal 0181 Sfil 8594. 



0171 2207116 
(attrcBob 
West/Roger Taykx) 

Knowledge of MS Word 
Essential- 
No Agencies 


PA/SEC TO 
DIRECTOR OP 



II yoa are loakiag for an 
apparnxwy to nme away torn 
raoataifaL pafa Fann'i Prapeny 
Managaaiwn Dtpanrnm. Boa 
your owe Property Ma rayrawn 
uduuu respoisbCty for 
100 prapetiaa or aai ia a 
pragrassiva fast moving 
oiganiaation. Matt be wall 




io work with two Diraciors. 
Understanding of Word for 
Window* Is euential and a 
b aowfadga trf tows Database 
and Excel Spreadsheets to 


Tbs ideal w rafite i a wB be over 
25 aod a Booenrinr. Sateiy 
£2IU)00 - £22500- 

Phase ne»T«tokCV to 


MAYFMB 

Senfar See/? A nemd by wa>- 
taawn fine. AWty to wort ends 
pressure, strung organsatrauf 
skSi, last naania typbg. Wart 
far Window* aqMrianea etsartto. 
Shorthand a admiaga. Safanf 
UHMKUuaaht wflfi ex pw fa n tt. 
Phaao rap*? h writhg la Rbt 
AM Wihh. Stout BtefzMd fr 
Uma, 1B3 Motatt Street, 
Utoto,WlT5HEte 
fa 0171 «BB 0843 
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CREME DE LA CREME 
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MaSiSiS 


.^MsfisBSloHsCity 
ii^sa^ASJStetant 

" an 

tf.coajjta-&uas. 

^gjatirtsad - secra t a i a l. 
T . organisational. 


SHORTHAND SECRETARY/PA 

c£16,000 


assistant for this renowned Pic, this tea corporate rote 
tar a mature PA with Brat class skate. There b scope tar 
InvetvBmant and pereonal contributor) with In this rate, 
rod Bataoci wfih a number of cHverae company 
80 wpm+ shorthand essenttsL 

PROGRAMME FINANCE 
SECRETARY cfiiRSOo 

Thta is si Involved position lor a good aecretny who 
tares working wBh figures. Running budgtas far various 
productions far seen IndMdual department of this tap 
broadcasting house and maJntajnaig contact with 
production co.'& you wifi mad to bs a good co¬ 
ordinator, with confident Gabon state ataflievete both 
kttemaly and axtemaBy. 

Plasm call Caroline Foote, Kony Ballarel, or 
Sharyfl KarpoL 

CAREBt MOVES (Roc. Cora.) 

Tat 0171 282 2900 Fax: 0171 4340297 


tI:■!V-T 


ADMINISTRATION 

MANAGER 

C£26,000 

WaWng In a fast-paced sens environment, this Is a 
superb opportunity for a highly setf-motivated, - 
organised and diplomatic office or fadfities 
manager. Monitoring end standardising various 
procedures, this position requires a business- 
minded and analytical person who has excellent 
ccmmuntcation state and Is able to present reports 
and arguments to a professional mating. This is a 
pivotal role pcnwkfing much needed communication 
finks between various departments within this 
international organisation, and therefore the abJHty 
to play along with a strong team is essential. 
Owning to the system-oriented environment, 
excellent IT literacy Is essential 
previous experience In sales and office 
management would be an advantage. . 
Please call Carolina Foote or Kerry Baited. 
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c£17,000 



MOVES (Rec. Cons.) 




arid fwmerou87esponsibffities. TI»MD has to 
tjalaoce the demands ol clients and 
-coHeaguBs and.you wffi have to.ensure that nis 
time is used as effectively as po^siWe- 'fou will 
need to be well presented, with a goM 
educational background and preferably with 
financial sector experience. SkBs 1Q0/B0. 


’ .■ 

_ • ;§p^ • , .... 

M A INF.- T_U C K E R 

k i i k i. i r .\p: n i r < ■> n n r i i a n i n 

SHOPPERS PARADISE 

Hammersmith/Cliiswick 
£20-22k + pens + bonus 

•,v-r: vvilh j 0i11*? t' ! tlm tOV rji;:CJ ‘.71: '.viriil c: lv- 
‘ IS PA '■ 1 - 1 :l "- - 1 "- ^ 

;i-i> y. -i;-, r ,i t:u... cji.!tlh:,ilv;c pnri,*:i will- o<c- ■ 1 ■ 

Ww ..■•Ciit" LA .k:J :l'.> very Hu.-.Y 


0171 814 0800 

--- I . ■ J --<■»'* 'AMI 


i. S< J.um'v-.s. S\V!V 61 IP 

44 7.1U I .K-siiu.k-; (U71 714 3460 






hob stones 


Surges Ahead in the Opinion Polls 


MANCE+FR 

£ 22,000 


Banking Bonanza 

Do yea want to work for a lngc mcw&l 
bvesuneat Bank fata lively e avli omnetawhere your 


The varied roles will include m an agj ng (Banes, 
creating travel Umenries. monitorin g c xp c iac a. cheat 
Baboo, pre am t ati o a a and much mack mere. 

StriBs required are: GCSE/O Level Maths ft Bngfiah, 
Windows knowledge, 2 yeaa secretarial experience, 
confident and professiooal outlook. 


Positions lb Go For: 


AAntaSec 
Jnr S/hud 
Thun Sec 
PAjSec 

Admin Sec 
Roach Sec 
FTTSec 
Admin Sec 
Junior Sec 


Petaoand Operation* 
Banking 
Cqniial Markets 
Earnging Markets 
Capita! Markets 
Ocaponte Finance 
Investment Mgt 
Equity Resent* 
Marketing 


Please caB Sum. Nicky or Hriook 

City 0171 550 7000 


Temps Get The Vote! 

To £10 per hour. 

As the Campaigning heats op, don't be slow to 
join toe leading party and be a winner tint 
Summer. We offer top rates, an cfSdeot and 
friendly service, together with exerting sod 
busy bookings in top companies around 
central London. 

If you meet the checklist below, caD ns now I 

SO wpen typing Q 
Good Windows exp*. 09 
Flexibility 09 

Pm frqaratal attitude 09 

Smart presentation 09 

West End 0171437 032. 

Akxs, Liz or HoBy. 

City 017155070(NL 

GOBas ar Victoria. 


RECRUITMENT 


International Law Firm 
EC2 £23,000 package 

Sopcrti qppottoalfr to Join a law Sun noopdaed arena of 
London's Tbf> S, ribattad ta the heart of the Chy. 

There aw a variety otpoaMowcn i waily available mainly 
doc to pmabin. Ttay m tooktag lo nenft 
upuluwxd legal eacmariaa who «re *0* Uid ed uca ted 
and taoking tar a vwled and hnaeatiag paakhM wMn a 

t—gfcwal rfyn—1« gpL 

ter tegardlag g tHta poaMena, pknc 


Legal Float Secretaries - 
Where Are Yon? 

Central London £22,000 

Ufa a a raady have a a umlw of p aridoaa svaSaMe for 
aeaewks lataratfcd m Boat potation* to waft tar Guns 
aD over London. If yon *( 0*8 3 ycanlegd e xp erience. 65 
wpn typtag and food wpafcflta, please call m ook. 

tertkrttertaftMMa^pImaaragAagtefAgwttan 

City 0171 550 7000 


COMPUTER ADMIN 

c£23000 + PACKAGE W.l 

Admfostrator par excaUsnoe? international executive 
search company Is offering a challenging rale to.a 
lynch pin' wnoll organise the vital IT function at their 
HQ. Your duties wifi include hancfflng stiemai FT 
queries from all European offices, organising n-house 
hurting courses and programmer's timetable. 
Essermal: axceflent communlmtion skDte, computer 
Ittoracy, sound commercial beckground + 80 wpm. 
Age 25+. 

FOOD GLORIOUS FOOD 

£2000 SJE.15 

We need another great organiser here too. Operations 
Director of a luxury food Importer needs a secretary 
who'll use bags of Initiative, plan ahead and think 
things through. A high calibre secretary is essential as 
your boss is frequently abroad - ne ce ss it ati ng 
complicated travel plans - so he needs first class back¬ 
up at base. Fast typing & computer Bteracy essential. 



I 


CHAIRMAN’S PJL 

CITY £25K + Good Bens 



Charming, erudite Chairman, with a vast remit, 
seeks a first division PA to assist him. 
Exemplary secretarial skills taken as read 
(shorthand 90/100) you will thrive in a sometimes 
highly pressurised role where your strong 
administralive sklQs will be put to the test Your 
abffity to prioritise whilst several protects run 
simultaneously, is vital. 

As part of a Major City Organisation you will 
possess the poise and confidence to Basse with 
high profile clients and Key Players within tha 
Company. This is a strictly 1-1 format in a busy 
but rewarding role. 

TeL JOSEPHINE MORRISON on 01233850700 
to 000 pJH. Fax 01233 850002 

Interviews to take place at our offices in Hailey 
St W.l. where evening appointments are; 
or in the City. (REC CONS). 


CHAIRMAN'S PJL 

CTTY £26K + Good Bens 
Charming, erudite Chairman, with a vast remit 
seeks a first division PA to assist him. 
Exemplary secretarial skills taken as read 
(shorthand 90/100) you wffl thrive in a 
sometimes highly pressurised role where your 
strong administrative skills will be put to the 
test Your ability to prioritise whilst several 
projects run simultaneously, is vital. 

As part of a Major City Organisation you will 
possess the poise and confidence to Hake with 
high profile clients and Key Players within the 
Company. This is a strictly 1-1 format in a busy 
but rewarding role. ' 

TeL JOSEPHINE MORRISON on 01233 £50700 
to 9.00 pjtL Fax01233 850002 
Interviews to take place at our offices in Harley 
St W.l. where evening appointments are 
available, or in the City. (REC CONS). 


-Cosy Phiups- 

ca rawnw 

CHAIRMAN’S PA £22K - 


EXECUTIVE SEARCH 

NEW MALDEN 
T0£24000 ■ 

High energy PA Is sought by deflghtfut.Bond Trader 
'head hunters’. From lovely offices wflh rolling country 
views, you! fiase with City hotshots, become involved 
in market reseooh, I mp leme n t and maintain systems 
and organise the hHec office. Vital: mature, confident, 
computer Iterate prioritiser with some book-keeping 
experience. 

PROPERTY ADVISORS 

C £21000 W.1 

Seriously successM and down-to-earth chartered 
surveyors need organising. Their business is 
expanding and they need a professional PA who can 
masterm i nd the office move, oversee equipment 
purchase, personnel matters and who has ideas for 
streamlining systems. You’d be a capable aH-roundar 
who's at ease with important d tents and the audfo 
machinal Age 24+. 



Bucks / Oxon 

Executive Secretarv CA 


If you live in the Buckinghamshire or Oxfordshire 
area and ■want to wnrkdoser In home this might well 
be the opportunity youVie been waiting foe Start-up 
situation, biotechnology company: You will have 
responsibility for the initial purdraaing of all office 
fixtures and fittings phis word processors/computers 
end alee hiring of support staff. Icon will be an 
enthusiastic arid aatf-auffiiamt support to the Chief 
Executive assisting him in every aspect of his working 
life, the ability to forward plan ami remain aw step 
ahead is crucial. This is an excellent chance to be in 
at the beginning and should provide a great deal of 
satisf acti on for a competent and experienced 
individual. An excellent salary is offered 
commensurate with ability and experience. 
Computer *nA ihmtfiwui eoeentiai. 


Susan Doughty Recrui tmen t 
39A Cnrzon Street London W1Y 7BF 
Tel: 0171-49179U Fas 0171-1917922 


CbtfreMi of ■ tadtag AftmtataeAp 

wgwteJftriBciwi'WtaaknriPeai 

■““N *»eg *5*B 

^MSHntpICSBCUBI 


il In VJ. iquliu ■ vd 
'! If job mloefctaffare 
ale irik afai fiOwpm, SH « 
briber debate 


0171287 6116 or fox your CV on 0171287 0556. 


SHEILA CHILDS RECRUITMENT 


£24,000 - TELEVISION 

An exciting opportunity to work » the heartbeat of 
arguably the most successM television company of 
the decade. Working at the nub of the business as PA 
to 2 key players the role wfll encompass much people 
contact and requires a forward thinker with an eye for 
detail and a natural aptitude for responsibility. 
Excellent keyboard skills on Word for Windows and 
Powerpomt. Age 25-38 


4 C-anton Street. London V/ 1 V 1 LJ 
Telephone: 0171 437 3111 Fax- 0171 437 4050 



M A I N L - T U C K E R 

].; i u i [ r m i. n i ( v' x s r : i ,\ : s 

Shopping in SW1! 

£20 k + pens, STL, dress allowance, 
fab discounts 

1 : ■ j: i f j ' .iri' :,ji!cr-rtvc!ir (•:: >. :r-r- mos.o 

! f- ... :irri:i■ -:lin•. i'liCrrjt.irv ;s tv.c vun.or D- c - 

^nrsori.tc T.-.i.-v v.T -k.r.r 

,i; 1 •’ fr.n-.-; per-c-. io ci". ^ di.i!y 

.„i.;o '.v.!'. cf-n,ir::i r-'oa'i-rtv ■-■-■Oi:. 1 :! :u- 

You m '.)■.> ..i n'.i;.'.. -r f.,i 
fSC.-'fO! !■ ,n.' 'i .-J.-ci 

ic 11 !Iv -.i ::n;;o 

; o.''.o::.r '■,•: ; I■ ■:■) I new 

U i n: \ m .Sim-;. S( J.m ii.-.’s. I wadon S AV!V ' ■ IJ / ■“ 
I,-li-i'::, li f ~ [ 734 7'1! ) .■ .w J :i: :!<■. n!~: 73-1 i Z ■ >" 
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I U C K 




I I M )■ N ) 


' Tempted to Temp? 

• Do you possess excellent skills (100/60 wpm). 

Jdealiia Windows 95. . mdisling . Excel aqd 
P6rwerPoinr or Freelance. ' 

• Do yem enjoy a variety of shon and long term 
| assignments within leading com pan ies? 

j • Do yon expea highest rates of pay and a 
( professional service? 

] If so yon should be talking to ns. 

0171 629 9323 


*1 

uitiscwtMiKHiistil:!# 
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PA/BI-LINGUAL SECRETARY 
TO DIRECTOR 

TO £20,000 . 

A tap profile company based m Victoria is seeking i 
pro/esrioial, polished PA, age 23-30, with flaent French and 
nmy'shorthend » assist' * wj boy Director; The 'position is 
varied and iactades dieni contarr, amngmg uavd ttlnerariex. 
deny management and the waul secretarial duties. This is a role 
which is challenging, rariting and uially f ulfilling. 55 wpm 
typing and W4w eaeniiaL Pfcasc cal] Gwen or lax CV to 

Rainbow Recruitment 

Sooth Motion Soect. London W1Y IDF 
mamniw m- 0171491 7252 fax; Ol 71491 2887 


high calibre PA to support the MD. 
and Operations Director. You have 
strong organisational and 
communication skills, lilce using 
your initiative and want lots of 
involvement Great offices in West 
End + Excellent Bens. 

Call 0171 493 7001. 


SECRETARIES 


PLUS 



BARAUD INTERNATIONAL 

Cayman Islands. British West Indies 
URGENTLY SEEKING 

LsgfiVEXBCSaennrie* * Fund AAef m a m »Twc 

* Bac ni OTwraCoorcBr u t u r * Acco u ntant* 
"RSACartfad minor 
HbCV to 845945-1782 


WEST END 

RECRUITMENT CONSULTANT 
£exceUent package 

Boyce Rrerafamau nrriifufi in ibe r cc nii tainit nf akilled 
mullilniguJl p qwwnd m leading inle nutionil at^amnaons 
bacd in London. We sc c u r ren tly working towards InvesKre In 
People ud ate committed u providing onuundhre coHomer 
service. As put oTourcapanikKi plana tve arc looking hr icu u il 
rtm ouioing individDak with cominoeul uasmtu u msuge 
and develop our enuring dim baic. Proven account nunopcmcNI 
v expenencc in a taiga driven arviiaaiNiii are cjncndjJ, Si 

return wc offer an n u xUcrU package, kmg loin c areer prospec t! 
and coa nn t an co la ongoing mining and dtveJopracm. For 
further derails please al Sanumha Jndd bt canfidenGe an 0171 
287606a 


The top 

Secretarial 

assignments with Manpower 

-Scan work today in one of which includes Bank Holiday 
our busy and challenging pay, with cross training on the 
secretarial assignments. Uest packages ^ a fH endIy 

We can offer regular work 

. . „ and proressional service, 

with excellent pay rates, 

and a full benefits package. Call now on 0171 353 7684. 

©MANPOWER 


PA in PR? 
c£I4j000 p.a. 

Ax x go-ahead, supportive, 
well educated 2 nd jobber 
PA See ♦ WP (early 20’«] 
you will enjoy working 
with tins small, friendly PR 
Co. Looking afte a Senior 
Exec, yon will be involved 
in everything and learn 
about PR! 

JOYCE GDINESS 


Oin 589 8807 


£14,000 & Bens 
Covent Garden 

An Ideal opening for a college leaver or junior 
secretary ready to consofidele their skiffs. 
Wotting w&tin the MD's offices, you will be 
assisting the senlor Becretaiy to took after a team 
of busy executives. This wffl Indude using your 
WP sfalla, arranging appoktenents, Itaidng at a 
senior level & having the confidence to take 
messages tar the MO In Ms PA's absence. 'A' 

levels & secretarial course preferred, 50+ typing. 

i^mm oi7i -83H220 mmm. 


“RECRUITMENT 
hC o i r n i 

soAniacsTBorwcsfAi 


c£25,000 

Personal Secretary 

Weadlhy international businessman needs a 
personal secretary/usMant to organise hbn. This 
« a high pttOa, muftWacated rote to which youwfl 

be rdied on to inforatand & artJdpato your boss's 
vartod needs, take control of the day^o^ rowing 
of Itis .office & lafoe at the highest lerata an Ns 
behalf. You wH be uHre o nritedonal, discreet & 
dptomatic & enjoy the cheHenge of copfcig or» your 
own in a vary da ma iring env ir o nm en t where no 
two days are the same. SO typing. 

^■■10171-83 VI220 ■■■. 



« RECRUITMENT 

sum i 

SQMMCK SnODT WC2i«MI 


Executive 

Assistant 

c£18,000 

-TU* autaag Bmeatlve Ssmtb 

cqaMltacy a naArrricd 





\j \ I N I “ 1 1 ( K ! U 

K _ i. ( ;; t ' I 1 M (■ M i • V> N' S ; : I A N t 

PERSONNEL 

ADMINISTRATOR 

Up to Cl 7K - banking pkg line ntoigt -' ubi 


IS-21 l'.'riv.y:i Sini‘1. St J.m 
Ii-ii oho.u- '.M71 734 73 tf 


M A I N E - l U C K E R 

K | c ;< i • i i m r- n l ( n n s r [ t \ N l s 

The Politics of Food .... 

up to £16k + 27 days hols + amazing bens 

Witiiin tim ;;orn4orS of puv.r.-- :..i -v...tr,joti•>rv i.'.ili'' ifv 
‘.■.cl*r;f.nci.‘ .l'.v.iiio'. Thi:. is ;i let.'ii'.y c :-0 ;.ff .:miM;c.tr,-t . ■■ 
7o!c- wewins for trie t-.vo top pgopic ! 'i sfi.i'oo or ti. 1 ii:j 
i.)ritcf th^- most povvorfr.'l i:l t'lii i :■ ■ i You i' 4 

SOv.pi'.i typing • write v-nr own co r.-- ;.o v.;-. 
fVVPerfr-cr-Wi rj.-ri oo-orii'iinto chr:-;' rr;nnirif< & ■ iffis*r_ w;fn 
rho tjor.r :t:ol..!i.ir.nit:; if. lo: lion It yoo'tloo!; you'''.’ ■ v■-• 
h-3«d«rl. pASltiVO -•!rifj CC.ilrf Ivors to ti^ht n'-r.jJ'.'.'Vt-f- • • 11>>:• 
20 5 ; jivj yoii'f'.’ r.tiil hungry to hour •noro ti.i.-n c.i'.l i.s now 

l^-ZI Jfimyii Mri‘ 1 ' 1 . hi | Iliirs'-.. 1 hill' 

fc-1 rn-: i'[7; 731 7.1 I i I .n'vi: 11 iif. iH _ | 7 >4 32u:> 




. ■ .... 


LEGAL SECRETARY 

£23-25k + STL + 2 bonuses a yr 

Corn* ,:inu work for cm of ti'.r; - if yor h'jvis whet it 
ttikesi 1 !ns Sensor Ptirtner of one of the coinitry'.; sire:.; 
imps(,‘scive low firms nooda o Sott'or Secrotary vvn.h appro* 
5 yr-:, li;.yuti<in t>x|nrri«.:iu.».i to iih.v.i.i him H«'s tough hut a 
onf.it boss one you il lie supported by ;; frier id:tiiiiT :<i 
j'.inior_Si.'C to fillip) Ho fikio Is.'iSi nrsponijihility for murkotti'itj 
app'Vcts o: :h* frrm so tltere'c scop-? for iiv.oivcmer.t tnoro 
too if you h.r.o GO typirro, on A' Lcve: cduoutio" ur.ri vuu'ro 
Ssrtrcu'.rjte and fierccrly liritiht • So knoiJ up with fiirr. c:iil new! 


1S-CI Ji ruiyu Sireoi. Si J.muw's. I oiiijon S\V!V hi l!’ 
l.'ii’i’iiolK" i)f7| “34 7341 I'.u'•iliiily: (117! 734 '.'Zhl: 


M A \ N 


U C K 


t > N S \ i I 



"Reach for the Stars" 

up to £25k + bens 

T:i.. ... t • :.i ! y :.u'.ui".'i •; 0.. r:;.. 10 ch-u.m of an 

:tiL •i.;f rt.irt lip njf.,r--'jn yVorl. m-j in u:. .-.L'.tot world 

sr tii'j '"i ;lp in,. I■!'t(T ...j> !■. ■. tr.".: ci'V'.'prt'iitiiiT 

I'.'.'.i-j an ii.:r:i:r:■:iLv <'ftici'jr!. lyvf li'i.nii'.i PA to t '.v;!i 
i.C.c'.r,.i".v c,irl'In'Ot .:n; f r ,»ri'. -, i F::ii! I. i r; y."t!', t!'. 
it:r.:t•: ■i.r u; .! • ci ;p- 1 >c-rr• 11 ;! ■■' MO njcrui'.iiiyj 

i*t tin.: .'Ui'ti't -.cr.'t'.'fj r: (i■■ : u.'):. ' '..[.icinti ;• -«.|n11:c:::. 

I::,f ■' lit .T’C ORiniHitlui. lit i: y W nr !• ZG'OG'.rv aid 
■..“iiU.'i;., "U '..itii::... fcO I I -. GO typn o. with u (,»■.•: rj fjiir.'ii'M:: 
n:«r.rrii-ttr. r. ono-tr-ono ioi-? yr.nu rend to sucs-esii: 

IS-21 Ji’ritiin Srraci. Si _|,inn'.'s, l.uiiilou S\\ I’l (.iil 1 
Ii-!»•]:J.. f 1 1 “ I 734 73 i! | .lu.iiuik': (;7 [ 734 32i.u 


POWERPOINT WfflZZ 
£20,000 + GREAT PERKS 
+ 5 WEEKS HOLS 

Blue Chip Company .bused la W[ icqai re s a highly 
Hunk Secretary. 25-40, kj join young, friendly haraHing 

Intcnmktaal ofiadis. Lou of . ft eamnii oB; r wo«fc. ..total 
involwriaenL Fast awfio and cop, typing. Ybo should have a 
Qexfolc approach and exceOem pecsentaiion. both self and 
wotfcf. Al tdcphooc manner, able do prioritise, -pro-active and 
good sense of bnmaour. Please caB Ptain*. or fax CV n 

Rainbow Recruitment 

12 South Motion Street, London WIY IDF 
mraHHMI Td: 0171 491 7252 Fax: 0171 491 2887 




word Processing Manager 
^ ; £27K pins benefits 

^ _ . . Our dint, a west end le^d firm are seeking a 

k ; v - confident, xelf-modvated WP Manager. This is. 

•^ x-, S "\ a hands-on role providing day to day 
f-r'i of a team of openuors. You will be 

7^:!_i responsible for reviewing and monitoring work 

\ L. t ■ A m well as organising the high level of admin 
■T — . " j- .ti involved in running a large de pa r tm e nt The 

team will rely on you for guidance and support, 
'-Tdu] including some typing when necessary. The 
* kieal candidate should have had some previous 
. 2 - - management experience and possess the 
v ( ' qualities for a woddng leant leader, 

; plus fast accurate typing. 

1 TEMP APPLICATKX45 WELCOME. 



Do 
you like 
working in a 
busy environment 
making sure that your 
boss arrives al ail his meetings 

prepared. Managing Diaries, 
preparing presentations, providing foil 
secretarial support. This is a very rewarding job 
working for an excellent company. 

..please call Caroline ou 0171 4995681 
Adecco Elite (Rec Cons) 

_ ' , „ l6Lansdowne Row, 

Berkeley Sq„ London W 1 X 7 LM ft/Xfe 


rvA JSSSP PROFILE 
CAREER SECRETARIES 
£18,000-£22,000+ + 

Do you want real involvement and responsibility? 

Si^ UC ."!i. delnaadilJB **** * seekrQ 8 a irue PA to provide 
adm '» D |^ d leefta *hal suppon. Iiauiog at very senior levels ; 
** a P fQ * ctive approach, excellent W4W. copy and 1 
■ndio. be highly (vgamsed and flexible. 1 

^ posirio n is high profile ft win Involve complex diary ft 

PAm ^ y* toed the challenge? bens inctode 

PAID Overijme. STY. Ptesiotu. Lunch etc. CaULorrmae. 

Tek 0171 287 0220 

Porunan Rccraitmem I? _ . _ 

Ml Oxford Strcei* WlR it a B^ORTMAN 

Fax; 0171 287 1060 wot end 0171 • 287 0220 


0171 589 8807 
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UK LA CRPMU 


DESIGN 
£19,000 

successful international design 

I feS*£X!ST? “ PA to ^ MD whidT^fll 

oraanisland aaivrtie5 * exhibitions and 

| organising and co-ordinating V?P visits. Windows 95 

bUw P m typing, shorthand useful. 

Ptease telephone 0171495 2321. 

Elizabeth Hunt 

RECRUITMENT CONSULTANTS 


TRUE PA 
£25,000 

Based tn Mayfair this 1:1 role will involve 
the total running of this busy chief executive^ 
personal and business lives. Manage bank accounts, 
the country home (including organising shoots). 
Totally autonomous position, 55wpm typing 
/ 90wpm shorthand. Age 28 - 40. 

Please telephone 0171495 2321. 

Elizabeth Hunt 

RECRUITMENT CONSULTANTS 


lvi-.shARcn Assi stant/S hc : r f.tary |Secrftar.v/Ro 


to £30,000 + Banking Bens 

An raaadJcnr opportunity to get involved with 
c^^roinatingpublicarions, dealing with «^ r 
enquiries and preparing presentations. The 
role is ro worfcior a dynamic team within Fixed 
income within a leading Investment Bank and 
Will require advanced MS Office experience 
and relevant banking experience. 

Please contact Melinda Marks. 

Jonathan Wren & Co Ltd., 

No.1 New Street, London EC2M 4TP 
Teh 0 171 623 1266 Fee 017J 626 5259 


\OSI low ORGAN'OFR 


to £25,000 + Bonus 

An exciting opportunity to work for a thriving 
Equity team. Main duties are arranging travel, 
corporate hospitality, organising roadshows 
and extensive dient contact as wdl as providing 
secretarial support. An outgoing person able to 
work in a fast-paced environment required. 
Financial background essential. 

Please contact Margaret Sorokan. 

Jonathan Wren & Co Ltd., 

No.1 New Street, London EC2M 4TP 
Teh 0171 623 1 266 For 0171 626 5259 



A WIDE VARIE TY O F CITY OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE 
TO YOU ONLY THROUGH HAYS BANKING SECRETARIAL 

Long and short term assignments and temp to permanent opportunities are available in the 
following skill areas: 


Senior PA’s 
Shorthand Secretaries 
Switchboard Operators 
Corporate Finance Secretaries 
Trade Floor Secretaries 
Powerpoint Production 
Managers 


- Team Secretaries 

• Audio Typists 

• Data lnputters 

■ Bi-Llngnal Receptionists 
(Trench, Italian, Spanish, German) 

• HR Assistants 


OUR RATES OF PAY ARE EXTREMELY COMPETITIVE 
We are the market leaders in providing the City with secretarial staff. We are looking for 
candidates with experience in any of the above to introduce to our clients; Blue Chip 
Investment Banks, Integrated Securities Houses and Fund Managers, including institutions 
where we exclusively manage their temporary and contract vacancies on site. 

If you are looking for a fresh start to your career for Summer ’97, please come to our 
Secretarial Open Day on Thursday 17th April. 

From 8.00am-8.00pm. 

At 41—42 London Wall, BC2M 5TB 

If you are unable to attend, please call us to arrange an alternative appointment on: 

01716387003 


1 1-42 London Wall. London LC2V1 ^TLi 
TEL: ()]"1 6-LS "003. PAN: 0P1 628 Son 


Office Manager 


Salary - £20,000 

High profile marketing company requires an 
experienced and adaptable Office Manager 
who will also be PA to the Managing Director. 
A mature, presentable candidate with the 
personality to work in this team orientated 
company is sought. Excellent Excel and W4W 
skills, 50WPM, audio skills and the ability to 
juggle tasks essential. 


REED 


For Executive 
Secretarial positions 
in The West End, 

Tel: 0171 224 2820 


| For over 1,000 jobs, visit http^Avww.ieedxo.tik 


PA to MD City 

to £23,000 

Proactive and highly efficient PA 
required to support this busy City 
executive. In addition to providing 
full secretarial support you will liaise 
extensively with clients and keep your 
boss briefed on internal affairs. 
Coming from a financial background 
you should have a mature 
and professional approach. 
Standard Hours: 9-6. 
Skills: 60/W4W /Audio. 

Please call Vanessa 
Mitchell on 
__ 0171 390 7000. 

■VEff 


Crone Corkill 

Kvcruitnu’nf OmsuUunls 



Executive Secretary 


Salary - c£20,000 

Managing Director of a shipping company 
requires an Executive Secretary with good all 
round secretarial skills and experience at a 
senior level. W f 4\V and Lotus 123 skills 
essential, shorthand desirable. Role includes 
arranging meetings, travel, accommodation 
and foil diary management. Excellent 
opportunity within very friendly company. 


REED 


For Executive 
Secretarial positions 
In The City, 

Tel: 0171 638 1866 


For over 1,000 jobs, wilt httpVAvww^eed.co. uk 



TAKE CHARGE 

34,000 (+ Bens. Total Pkg c£30,000) 

L with French to work closely with 2 very high profile 
mng bankers. Based ta stunning West End offices this 
i fabulous opportunity to be totally pro-active, take on 
ill responsibility for reporting, projects, managing the 
iivisions admin systems, their «wetan». P™* 1 
issues, eic. For a full job spec call Emily Aldnch. 

1 :0171 588 8999 Fax: 0171 SS8 8998 

riTV RECRUITMENT 


EXECUTIVE SEARCH 

tn *17.000 + Bonus 



d team 
days the some 

Natasha 3t 

n Hamilton Personnel 

171 235 7114 

nul opportunity tmphye*- 
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Chief Executive 
- Design 
£25,000+ 

(Vesti^CNJSi design company looking Tor a 
senior PA to work for the Chief Executive of 
this leading edge company. Amongst your 
many responsibilities will be internal and 
external PR. event organising and training 
To enable you to meet the challenge of 
these multiple and changing poormes you 
must be extreme^ polished and enthusiastic 
with tots of initiative. Experience within a 
blue chip company would be preferable, as 
are shorthand and Microsoft Office. 

Please call Caroline Gal an on 

0171 437 6032. 


RECRUITMENT 


DRAKE OVERLOAD (JO 

TEMP TO PERM. £18k 

♦ immediate start + fantastic benefits 

, A varied and dynamic rote as a Team Secretary 
the heart of ibe Gty. Excellent 
• : •; and organisational skills are 

- NM afifen will be required to juggle a 

Tttabaiftwfeiit tasks ai once and provide 
i »^'^e^<d i Omiiniinicarions. 

nt an absolute must. 

C*t^*m* * *i *mW? n on 0171 4S1 OltJ 
' ‘ l ' •"< *r** e Vto01714S1012S, 


PA MARKETING 

Excellent Salary + Benefits 

Senior VP Marketing, requires a top class secretary to 
work for this leading leisure group based at their corporate 
office in the West End. 

Must be polished, well presented and have a strong 
marketing background. 60 wpm typing, 

W4W, and Poweipoinl essential. ruritn 

Ring Andrei Today 

on 0171 235 7114 

An equal opportunity emptoyer. 



p/A - £1SK 

ESERVATJOI^S 
wry piWW»y 
Travel j£T 

w *sw?' 


TEL: 0171 259 6999 

y* 

BEAllCI 


» V " . 

„ Eup. Leg. Grad. 
IPO -Vfyts exp. 
Sjwan* Lk- 


SECRETARY 

fi month contract 
Susy West End raoumre firm 
seeks moornwl reensary to 
met snot frivdty team of 
msdtams. 

fas aomte typing essential. 
Long hours. L neg. 



TELEVISION 
£24,000 

This media conglomerate needs a professional 
energetic PA who enjoys liaising and negotiating at 
senior level. Located south of the river, this role 
win suit a self-starter with good shorthand 
and a flexible attitude. 55wpm typing, 
90wpm shorthand, Windows literate. 

Please telephone 0171 495 2321. 

Elizabeth Hunt 

. RECRUITMENT CONSULTANTS, 


PolishK i> R 1 c 1 ttiom 


to £21,000 + MS + Bens 

A ona; in a lifetime opportunity! This high 
profile Banking Organisation is urgently seeking 
apxifestiotmlRroepM 

The ideal candidate will be aged 25-40 with 
experience working within a financial 
environment Duties will include greeting clients 
and scheduling appointments. 

Please contact Melinda Marks. 

Jonathan Wren & G> Ltd., 

No.1 New Stmt, London EC3M 4TP 
Teh 0171 6231266 Far. 0171 626 5259 


PA TO CHAIRMAN 
£24,000 

Of graduate calfore. your role will be to offs 
full support to the chairman of this manufacturing 
company based in North London. In addition to 
secretarial duties you will also be co-ordinating 
a complicated diary, fielding calls and acting 
in his absence. Powerpoint 80 / 50wpm. 

Please telephone 0171 628 9529. 

Elizabeth Hunt 

. RECRUITMENT CONSULTANTS . 


PARTNERS IN LAW 

£ 20,000 

Involvement and interest Is offered by two 
[partners in the London office of an American law firm. 
As their pa, you will know what is going on and 
discuss matters with diems. Happy with the 
variety of a smaller office and legal 
experience of interest only. 

Please telephone 0171 628 9529. 

Elizabeth Hunt 

RECRUITMENT CONSULTANTS 


Secure Your 
Future 

and Raise Your Capital 

Crone Curtail is curmuly looking for temporary 
secretaries with trading floor end or investment 
hanking experience. If you have « least 55wpm 
typing, Word, Excel and preferably Pomrpomt you 
will be able to work in kng terra and short term 
assignments in two of the West Ends finest 
institution!. In return for your ability to thrive cm 
pressure, your pro fess ional ism and love of a busy 
environment you will get 9.50 ph, often 14.25 fee 
overtime, subsidised restaurants and 
experience at the cunmg edge of high 
finance .please cal u* now to secure 
year future in setae of the best and 
most rewarding tem p or ar y 
asslgititii iifi oramd. 0173 434 4512. 


Crone Corkill 

ft mpomry Recruitment 



PowerPoint and 
Freelance 
Temps 

up to £10 per hour 

Design your own future u a member of Crone CmkilTs 
elite temporary uan. IT you arc a (Icdhfc Temp with 
&Jod secretarial ikilU, 60 wpm typing along with excellent 
Pnwczpoini and/or Freelance you could men be earning 
up to £10 per boar (often £15 per hour foe omtimcj by 
wotking In sssignmena with our extensive dient base - 
many of them blue chip companies. Our diems' 
requirements ire many and varied and, whatever your 
reason tor tem p i ng . oacYe sure w bare 
something that's right for you. Need 
snoeber mmi ro call? As a Crane 
Qvkai temp you can be earning AIR 
MTLES while you work. Call the Wes 
End Temp Team NOV on 0171 434 
_ lWr , 4512 tn find out more. 

•rEky 


Crone Corkill 

Tempi,ro rv UccniiUiu-nt 



Temp in Banking 


Are you are a Secretary/PA with experience in finance, or would like work in this 
highly lucrative industry, then shouldn't you be working for a leading Gty 
Consultancy? 

RATES: to £12.50 per hour 

MS Word, Excel & PowerPoint essential 
£0 wpm+, shorthand advantageous 
long tern and Temp to Permanent assignments 
Assignments in the Gty Docklands & West End 
Holiday Pay and Xmas Bonus 

Jonathan Tfoeo & Co Ltd. is recommended by The Gty Personnel Group whose 
membership list includes 300 banks and financial instirotions in London. 


Please contact Dezna Berry. 


Jonathan Wien &Co. lid 
No.1 New Street, 

London EC2M4IP 


i0\\\THAN' 1 

VRilX 




Tel 0171 623 1266 
Fa 0171626 5259 
CompuServe 100446 ,1551 
Reference JWSQ91 


Recruitment Manager 


Wimbledon 


£30,000+to start 


In less than two years of taking the helm of our Wimbledon branch 
Julia Vassie has forged significant inroads into the local business 
community - helping to establish Office Angels as one of foe leading 
recruitment consultancies in foe area, currently working with over 
400 customers. 

1997 has brought promotion & consequently a new role for Julia, 
opening up a whole new window of opportunity for a talented 
manager. The person who fills Julia's shoes will need be special. 
Confident, articulate, with a warmth of personality, you’ll need to 
possess acute business stalls - gained in either a sates or service- 
focused environment - and have proven success In leading and 
inspiring a team of ambitious individuals. 

Our company values Integrity and initiative very highly, 
if these qualities are your own and 
you'd like to learn more, please 
apply in writing, enclosing your 
career summary to: JOY ADAMS, 

Regional Manager, Office Angels Ltd, 

3 Shortlands, Hammersmith, London 
W6 8RR. 
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EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 
PA SECRETARY 
c £18,000 

[ Ore Cfart. a toaefng name in lt» private heafifi 

looking tot a prateeskmaJ PA intonated in tho EU. 

| Good secretarial skits and PC Barney me (squired and a 
DJpJomBiic of wninr background would bo ideal. A 
Knowledge of Eurapeai tangoanes would ba an 
advantage. Five day week - fiedbfe hours avatabte. 
For more htonntfton about Ms posOon pleme caS 
Carofin* Drew oo 0171 5891868 
SI Jamu's Consultancy 


PR Team Assistants c.£15K 

J We have a variety c h all en ging poautocn m up 20 
w ige n tae i covering Food & Drink, HfaBhrate and Fimanual 
5 PR for people with 50wpra and > year’* experience. 
2 EnthwaaUfc quick leornen ootfi 

O 

£ Advertising PA (15K) and 
2 Ad. Assistant (£17K) 

§ Two om Handing ageaoea vrich very high profile diems 
Q feck acccpuooal infividoils to con tribute to lbcxr 
S ic a p e crivc teams' mcfti w. A jm*i iccmxrtal exp. Deeded 
for the first and three yean tcatafetam fo i tire second. 
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C on uta: A manda JaJmxm a it, Sauk Malum Street, Z, 
London, IT/V 1HA M 

Tel; 0171 49S 8668 or Fax: 0t7I 499 0344 


c£22,000 + 

Hoosmg Allowance + Benefits 
City 

Chairman of lading bivestment Bank seeks ao Asrisoxu 
Secretary la support Jus PA in ibe nmmng of busy private office. 
For das interesting and varied role you will need a polished, 
professional manner, exedtem communication and W4W skips, 
phis 80 wpm shorthand. 

Tel: 0171 588 3055 Fax: 0171 5883066 
MITCHELL YOUNG ASSOCIATES 

EmiSht S e cret a ria l Recmritsrent 


FIRST CREME 


. - -“tiy. 

yon mint be buemsexn. 
spoken, able to At into a 
quallry ■mvi ronm aoi 

: for 


top qoaurj X>bo re London Con¬ 
tact n Crtjeoat Placo- 

nnta on 0171 733 9950. 


OKFOflD emeus n> nvjooo + 
n w llaai bmaflis. Qmt 
oppOmml tot young Mcro- 
tuy t o e klt i g next «nqp ro Jsia 
Uda noeH MR ex y m a Hng pin. 
bead office Super tan with 
■ate e of kti 
ft* MfytrH 
tbmn.55 en 



ADMUOSTRATIVE 

CREME 


omtsA DMirnw rofi 1 

For laa, lively racrahmiot 
canro ta aty m SW Londoa. Sait 
22+ witt rtfltB «qnina Md 
goad Mephnw mm. Admit- 
tratiaa sUb md iatanst in 
ceavaten (pref appfo xwe's) 
■stadiiL ThS* is ■ nriad rah In ■ 
busy. progn«»v« rtfica. Fkw 
cd Acme m B171 S2A MM 


FIRST CREME 


numEPosmoH 

in a top ffflte EsWt Afnt bnad 
ii CMtrri Londoa. A Bream 
regains a highly reetivaisi) 
bdmiml idnBy aged bmmn 
2D23yre who antes ts soar da 
worM of bubal London Property. 


Evt h London rod held tanas 
drirtog Bower Sitscy £12k + ear. 

Tsl 0171 873 2MS. 


r Werid el btariorri 

lsl/2ad jobber with ane eAea 
tUb and brigft penastty req'd 
for lapw rim Etostoi Co. m SW3. 
Ytar day (tsB imaln desEng with 
Interior Oeiignere lead their 

cSsouk lyplsfl. tsktog eallA 
tanking ttc - ad n a hnsy bn 
himly offinti 40i9BL 


01718218821 
Ran Com 


SUPER SECRETARIES 


AO AGEHC7 SBCS d6-I7k 
Bene. Son prieMM whh « 


onto »« bea t Ptng ride. 
0171 49* *020 WF Agy. 


iatishu - eiBjooo-Mmimn- 

cneror Tmflwl u> help ro eaeoO 
Co anpplytnB goode to buntw 
Moat bo lypbn, 
+ well oraa nln od. 
Boioh OlTl 499 
OSAO Fte 0171 493 6320 


Aldrich & Company 


TRADING FLOOR 
£24K + Superb Pbe CE30KJ 
To be (be interface between 
Trading & Research: a key 
role in a very hectic 
environment for a truly 
professional and pro-active 
experienced PA with 
German ft French - and 
banking experience. Huge 
potential for the ambitious! 
Call EznHy Aldrich. 

PA-HIGH PROFILE 
£224»0 + Bank Boh 
B ased in fabulous offices 
near Liverpool 5 l Station. 
EC2, A bright secretary 
with exc organisational 
skills is required to support 
a young team of 3. Amazing 
benefits and a great working 
atmosphere - supporting a 
team who delegate ud want 
yon to be involved. Call 
Emily Aldrich. 

Tel: 0171588 8999 


EXECUTIVE ASST 
£24,000+Great Bern 
A tine righl-hand role 
supporting a Snr Director. 
Fantastic opportunity with 
real potential, total 
tavolvemeni in the running 
of the co. and masses of 
admin. Based close lo 
Victoria Station in fabulous 
offices. Ring Akx Gaze for 
a n iramwtiiiU* imw vimu. 

MARKETING SEC 
£18,000 + Exc Bens 
An exciting role in ihe 
European Marketing 
Division of a professional, 
dynamic Fund Management 
company in Coven l Garden. 
Languages would be a phis. 
If you have strong admin 
skills and goad systems 
please call Alex Gaze to 
organise an immediate 
interview. 

CITY RECRUITMENT 


PA - PERSONNEL (ECZ) 
£24,000 Package 
1-1 to the head of the 
division: providing full 
secretarial support; dealing 
with all on-going projects. 
The PM is an excellent 
delegator who wants a hue 
right hand. Bright, down to 
earth with superb 
communication skills. Call 
Sarah TnmbnlL 

TEMP IN THE CITY 
Top rales Paid 
We have immediate and 
on-going bookings to be 
filled within the major 
international investment 
banks in London. 

If yon have strong 
secretarial skills and 
op-lo-dxte packages, (cross 
training possible), call Kim 
SL John. 

Fax: 0171 588 8998 



MANAGEMENT 

ASSISTANT/SEC c£22,000+Bons 

An all encompassing role that wW allow you to demonstrate your 
varsetSty in a position that otters variety requiring admin and 
secretarial support Primarily working for a Senior Partner plus two 
Assistants wtthm a prestigious Management Consultancy your duties 
will Include liaising with chants, extensive diary management 'me. 
meetings, conferences, travel, etc. Contact MICHELLE SAYERS 

BANKING SEC WITH SHORTHAND c£20,000+Bens 

A ful and verted shorthand secretarial role supporting the Head of Finance within a 
prestigious inti Merchant Bank. Duties wifl indude diaries, travel, meetings, expenses, eta. 
and will require strong organisational skills, a pro-active approach and the ability to work 
as part of a team. Contact GILLIAN THOMPSON 

JUNIOR SH SEC - BANKING c£16,500+Package+Bens 

or top calibre college 
J ■ fuB secretarial 


leaver with excellent secretarial sklfls and organisational abiflty to 
support to Indude extensive travel arrangements, diaries and itineraries. Contact 
MICHELLE SAYERS 

HIGH FLYING TEAM PLAYER c£17,000+Bens 

A keen, energetic, conscientious secretary b urgently needed to work for a dynamic team 
within the Financial Services area of Inti Management Consultants. This Is a fast mmrtng 
progressive dMston that wiB require sound secratarial/admin exp and a pro-active 
approach. Contact GILUAN THOMPSON 

Pertemps City Network, 

Plantation House, 31 -35 Fanchurch SL London, EC3M 3DX 
Teh 0171 621 1304 Fax: 0171 0286871 


ADMINISTRATIVE 

CREME 


The Ultimate suddopi pole (op a high flying 

Executiue Assistant 


crawiag 


saeafiam + Bsnams 


Our client is Edwards High Vacuum International - a world leader in its r- 
spcrialisr field of engineering and a member of the BOC Croup. It hr a ■ 
substantial international company, manufacturing over 3,000 different'products' 
and employing more than 2,500 throughout die world. 

An exceptional opportunity has arisen For a highly qualified Executive A s si stant 
to provide a comprehensive range of administrative support for the Executive 
Management Team, including the Managing Director. This Is a high profile role 
in which you will not only administer the day-to-day running of the individual 
Directors' offices, but also act as a lynch pm providing co-ordination forks ro all 
members of the management team. 

Capable of meeting the demands of a constantly c h anging environment, yoo 
will design, organise and implement a range of data retrieval and administrative 
systems. Successfully understanding the nature of the bntincss objectives and 
initiatives will enable you co contribute to the achievement of both short and ■ 
long term goals. 

You will abo have the authority ro respond to correspondence and enquiries and 
co-ordinate key employees in the Directors' absence. 

Self motivated and flexible, the successful candidate will be of graduate calibre 
with a minimum of 5 years' experience in a comparable environment, at least 3 
of which should have been at Director level. Your proven commercial acumen 
and communication skills complemented by a practical knowledge of WE 
spreadsheet, database, graphics and e-mail packages and the ability co toeet tight 
deadlines. Above all, initiative, commitment and a methodical approach will be 
your vital contribution to this senior position. 

1/you have the skills and the experience co meet (be challenge, our client can 
offer a generous salary and benefits package. 

» HBtl. piam BPila «n 998T Gl tc 

jam Racn Brae* lumar. uw samcn. 

» na BraaiMo. tnan. wni smai ma m 


EDWARDS 


KELLY 


WORJCiiw U&dkr 


RECRUITMENT CONSULTANTS - AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYEE 
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SUPER SECRETARIES 


MUM Sm> <£22900+1 SmanlC 
of cUy 


**■—Iwwu. Lota el 


M im»1 > w » 

M M —v— Mnic. Lota Of 
pamuW (nilglhipBaoo is be 
bmbUmII l awlw f. Banofiis 
■ok IncbMHng ftw> haeh nd 
non com wnwa . retried 0171 
481 BdOB Coot PdnrtrT (Arafl 


C24O0Q +-Bonm. Immodlm want 

Tor Top M In Ismodwst Co. 

JUttfuwod W4W +■ Torture oor- 

loor. Superb bn Con 0171 

473 7001. SECEET AWES PUDS 

ROC Con* _. 


CREME DE LA CREME 


PLEASE TURN TO 
PAGE 42 

FOR MORE SECRETARIAL 
VACANCIES 
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Showjumping’s falling popularity 
threatens Hickstead with extinction 


T! 


Pessoa, an Gran Geste, checks the fence 
is intact during his 1965 Derby success 


| here are certain place- 
names. of obscure 
suburbs, unimpor¬ 
tant villages, dingy 
areas of towns, that are rich 
with meaning in national life. 
Wembley, Wimbledon, Twick¬ 
enham, Ain tree, Henley, Bad¬ 
minton, SDverstone. 

These names have a magi¬ 
cal ring. “Headingley," 1 once 
said to a Leeds taxi driver. 
“Whereabouts in Heading- 
ley?" What a question — but to 
him, Headingley was a place. 
To me and to the world, it is 
cricket 

So let us turn our attention 
to a small village in Sussex, 
just off the A23 and not far 
from Burgess Hill on die 
Brighton line. For some 
people, it is a place you pass on 
the way to Brighton: for 
others, it is the ultimate desti¬ 
nation: Wembley, Henley, Je¬ 
rusalem, Mecca. 

The name of the place is 
Hickstead, and it is show¬ 
jumping’s ultimate point of 
arrival. And, strapped for cash 
and hammered by the depar¬ 
ture of its sponsor. Silk Cut, 
Hickstead showground is 
threatened with closure. Hick- 
stead cannot breathe any 
more. 

Closure would be the flat¬ 
tening of the twin towers, the 
ploughing-up of Centre Court, 
die damming of the River 


Thames atTemple Island. Hie 
Nations Cup event at the end 
of May must now be switched 
to the Royal Windsor Horse 
Show, Hickstead’s two other 
international shows are also 
under threat A small chunk of 
national life is likely to 
disappear. 

Hickstead had always been 
a great and stress-free day out 
for families. It has also provid¬ 
ed endless excellent sport One 
of the great sporting stories of 
tiie previous year was the 
performance of Nelson Pessoa 
in the Hickstead Derby, which 
is showjumping’s most terrify¬ 
ing event 

Pessoa, after winning the 
team bronze medal at the 
Olympic Games as coach of 
the Brazil team, came to 
Hickstead as a competitor 
and, with his horse, Vivaldi, 
won iL Pessoa was 60, a man 
for four seasons if ever there 
was one. It was his third 
victory in the event and it 
came 33 years after the first 
He had suffered a heart attack 
the previous year. 

It was an extraordinary and 
delightful story, and one 
which inevitably touched the 
hearts of the horse-loving 
Brits. Nothing like a good 
horse story. Thus Phil Sharp 
becomes the latest great Brit¬ 
ish hero: The Lad Who Stayed 
Behind. Sharp is the stable lad 


SIMON BARNES 



Midweek View 


who looked after the Grand 
National horse. Sony Bay. He 
refused to evacuate when the 
IRA warning came. Suny Bay 
finished second. Let us hope 
that Sharp had the presence of 
mind to back him each-way. 

Horses touch British hearts 
so it would be a strange thing 
if the nation were to allow one 
of the great horsey places to 
disappear. But that seems the 
most likely scenario. The 
Grand National. course was 
for years threatened with 
disaster, every year just about 
to be sold as a housing estate, 
but there was so much fuss 
that, in the end, it was “saved 


for tiie nation” Hickstead 
seems likely to go quietly. 
Strange, because showjum¬ 
ping is still an archetypal part 
of British life. 

New I am always suspi¬ 
cious of golden-agers: cricket 
were better when I were a lad. 
footballers did not spit, run¬ 
ners did not take drugs, and 
God smiled upon his sporting 
work every day. But the trou¬ 
ble with showjumping is that 
it really did have a golden age. 

It was in tiie Sixties, and it 
revolved around the soap op¬ 
era of known equestrian and 
equine stars: a pantheon of 
rivalries, Annelie-Drumm- 
ond-Hay. Harvey Smith. 
David Broome, Marion 
Coates, Merely A Monarch. 
Stroller, VibarL Today's stars 
are not household names, 
even in their own households. 

But the skill of the riders, 
tiie athleticism of the horses 
and the preparation of both 
have improved beyond mea¬ 
sure. The sport is ten times 
more difficult now, because 
the fences are utterly unforgiv¬ 
ing. Lightweight poles, and 
the shallow cups on which 
they rest, mean that it is 
almost impossible to hit a 
fence and get away with it. 

And yet the sport has lost its 
grip on prime-time television. 
With that loss go sponsors, 
money, public interest The 


sport has gone from main¬ 
stream to backwater and 
somehow managed that in a 
nation of horse-lovers. 
Hickstead looks likely to be a 
major casualty. 

I was recently a member of 
a working party to advise the 
British Show Jumping Associ¬ 
ation on what we thought had 
gone wrong — and how it 
might be put rig«hL I hope 
some of our solutions are on 
the right trade, and will help to 
get the sport back into its 
natural place as part of the 
consciousness of a horsey 
nation. 

1 have trashed many a 
showjumping course mysdf. 
and know the joy of the all-or- 
nothing — generally nothing 
in my case — jump-off in 
which you chuck your heart 
over a fence and ask the horse 
to please go and catch iL It is a 
joy the whole nation knows 
vicariously. 

We all know where it all 
went wrong — when they 
started calling horses Sanyo 
Technology, and thereby 
trashed not the course, but the 
spectator's faith in the bond 
between horse and rider. But 
how can we put Humpty 
Dumpty together again? All 
the queen’s horses haven't 
managed it so far, and the 
palace of Hickstead looks ripe 
for TescCS. 



Thirty-one years later Vivaldi carried 
the popular B razilian to his third win. 




MULTI-LINGUAL OPPORTUNITIES 



BANKING 

Many language vacs, 
within int Banks, incL 

Mandarin PA E25K 
French/PowerPoint 
£19K 

Call us whatever your 
languages!!! 


FRANKFURT 

Make your Mark! 
Intcoreq bright exp. 
SEC & OFFICE MGR 
with German. Exd Opp. 

£25K-30K + bens 


SAUDI ARABIA 

Explore the 
Middle-East! 

Team Sec req 
with Arabic. 

Contract job 
£15K + Exd Bens Ind. 
free accom, travel & 
6wks hols. 



TEL: 0171 493 6446 
FAX: 0171 493 0168 


SECRETARIES/PAS 

Major int co req Exp 
PA/Secs with English 
m/t std & 

Russian. Plenty of 
variety and 
responsibility 
E23K+ Bens 

Sec with German & 
Harvard Graphics for 
Int Mkt Cans. Lots of 
Involvement 
Progress into Project 
Co-ordinator 
£15K + Bens 


RECEPTIONIST 

Recept/Secto 
Production Mgr of TV 
oo, dealing with Latin 
America. Eng m/t std 
with Spanish. 

Exciting role!!! 

£15K 

RecepLforlntMkt 

Cons 

Beautiful location. 
Good prospects. Big 
mft std with any 
Euro. Lang 
E14K + bens 



We have 

several vacancies 
requiring fluency in a variety 
of languages based throughout 
London. 

PA with Spanish & French Nth London £24,000 
with German City based £25,000 

BA with French West End based £22,000 


Adecca 


-please call Caroline on 0171499 5881 
Adecco Elite CRec Cans) 

16 Lansdowne Row. T71-* 
Berkeley Sq^LondonW1X7LN iiLLI.fz 


with ww • 
Cadi IBM 0171 
734 4W PMMwX _ 


ntaiCH spkg SacnoiT with nc. 
m»n«iw a akm> Rml, 
rsmuulM) tor motor totem, 
on. aaooOjptoapozks ft ow 
dam. PSA 0171 fjj 4W Aar. 


RECR UIT 
WITH THE 
BEST 

Leading tag roq Rcc 
Cmwnltoiit m manage own 

dim bate but wad; at port. 

of a wtccH&d teas. Saks 
b'grmad A Eton kgjid 
Exd rapportArroaag in UP 
frrrrtfrn T col Exclbcric 
cOSKOTE. 

Cril/Fax in CONFIDENCE 
lo Qnfadno Proaot. 


01719301811 



nHCH £10500 PA/Admin for 
lax. Hayfirir Pic. Director lanl 

-i gn «m Shu Mora*. 

M9D8A 




0171 784 446PI 


BWJNG. PA/SEC 
To £20K+ Bonus 
To E40K bi 2 years 
A proactive Sec. wih 

outgoing personalty able 
to deal inti top people in 
Hie CRy. You wttbe PAto 
a young MD and wfl be 
sustain a language 
preferably French. 
Bcc e i e nt career 
opport u ntywflhirtinfled 
earnings far ambHous 

iKSviduaL Ref. 7016. 

Telephone: 

0171 293 7000 


Eluent tpmkhw 

Sac lor BC4 Arm ot 


a. 0X000. 0171-1 

7075 Roberta a tong Agy. 


WIGHnaUq 
4* boa for Im i ma tlorad stock- 
btoltom. rrtitou ‘- 1 

reparians* a pire. HM 6, 
Brawl. Huge poae CM Slttes for 
Emo 




Tat 0171 583 


ta 0171 asa nv. 


n USfTB«nck> Barite* c£24K 


PA to mtetCBO 
t a t aese te tn USA, hue a OK. 
Tiaailuhuu W1 aCBere dealing 
■UureHetflhaaHMh 
naaoXltfutUIllDg a m PArak 

hNWaunatZucal-A-Lml 
«L earn 27-40. torta Raphael 
lac 0171 287 2050 


ntmC H spk Biwaiw nufsQ 
MAN TO Cbtaf Bare of MnW- 
na t tetn l Group Ql/H piaQ. 
Most ba poUsSnd Sc proffas- 
stonolvlch reltd are oap/aMna 
eee« £2fi8L LngoMO kecztxit- 
mot 0171 287 0424. 


PRSIR Uigul req for 

BfljbM «are Cnr fer 1 4) at an 
■ many 0171 930 1811. 


rMUM Ml PMn for Chy co¬ 
lor 


OOK m Aar 0171 TOO 1811 
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(REC CONS] 


FRENCH PIUMA PR £18-20K 
+ Brfl] Bens 

Ahtobady U rep b> low PB dept Cor French MBa 
ice ia Qiy Ctt. Hilly mwoiecd tola la all emeea 
PIOThtewssii. Ead iWU lad POW. lyn* tap. 

MARK MY WORDS~X1S-30K + bk bens 

BiBag Oaau PA/Scc (Eag M/TI id wota far Dir of Oty Co. Euf og 
d mre,, i. pr irt' i M ja ^ tja i, a^a t— p, cqaefly 

TRILINGUAL. DESK ASSISTANT£34K + exd bens 
Saaifcj pad wbh aip la Ssmee HDiia by up baak. H Fiercer icq’d (i* 
tyndvin reman* iris. Truly tawfcad "typifc but boned. 

FRENCH FORTE £24K+exd bees 

t;. . pa ..ir .»■>. .aiifc ufr-tfhww 

Head of Dept. yaw 0 He (Bag Mil A mr of win be med lo ML 

DUTCH PA c£19K + bank bens 

Am Datth PAAec b area VP In Bktbig ft dkn Rtvidre I ou of 
variety lacorg raadihareftmebtagEmeiiirinEad WMjp 
ridBs.24*. 

TRULY TRILINGUAL £18k + bank bens 

Titling Spans bx to oak for Hvatp roMfyOi ia lonnuun Banking. 

*“ I yn pm exp + gd lyp/PC ikith. 21 ■*. 

A 


TEL 0171S3Q toll 
FAX: 0171925 0056 
2DBBM«OrFL 
UMKMWCZNBM 


native wmk - t* 1 -—< foe 


jtel team pn win ba 

mi 1,1, Mlmata, Brimrlr- 
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RACING: BBC DELIGHTED AS 12 MILLION WATCH RESCHEDULED EVENT 


Monday Grand National 
draws bumper audience 

Bv our RACING STAFF 


THE BBC yesterday revealed that a 
massive” audience of nearly 12 million 
watchaJ its live coverage of the rear¬ 
ranged Mart ell Grand National. There 
nad been fears that the race would lose its 
attraction after being forced to switch to a 
5pm slot on Monday because of Satur¬ 
day's security alert 

However, the early indications from the 
British Audience Research Board are that 
nearly 12 million tuned into the BBCI 
coverage. That beats last year's figure of 
\\2 million and makes the National the 
most-watched sports event on television 
this year. 

Brian Barwick. head of televised sport 
at the BBC. said: “This is a massive figure 
for a Grand Natonal rescheduled and 
restaged at such short notice. It under¬ 
lines the importance of the event to the 
British viewing public, and we are 
delighted to have been able to bring the 
drama of this great event to the screen.” 

Charles Barnett, the derk of the course 
at Ain tree, said: “We are thrilled with the 
news of these truly exceptional BBC 
figures. They illustrate the support the 
Martell Grand National receives from the 
public, despite the race being restaged 
under such difficult circumstances.’’ 

Meanwhile, the race’s winner. Lord 
Gyllene, is unlikely to run again this 


season. Although entered for the Stakis 
Casinos Scottish Grand National at Ayr, 
the nine-year-old is more likely to be 
rested until next season, when the Grand 
National will again be his objective. 

The trainer of Lord Gyllene, Steve 
Brodkshaw. said: “He’s walking around 
and very happy with himself. 1 would 
think that will be it for the season. He was 
entered for the Scottish National, but that 
was only a contingency plan.” 

Nonetheless, racegoers will have the 
chance to see Lord Gyllene next month. 
His owner, Stan Clarke, explained: “Lord 
Gyllene will parade at Uttoxeter on May 
3. He’s come out of the race fresh and 
sound, but he won’t run again this term.” 

Seven Towers, the only horse to have 
beaten Lord Gyllene this year, is also 
unlikely to run again this season. His 
trainer. Mary Reveley. did not regret 
bypassing the National with her charge. 
“The National is the National and the 
winner jumped from fence to fence," she 
said. “It is a different course to every¬ 
where else and you can never guess what 
might have happened if our horse had 
run — you’d have thought that Go 
Ballistic would beat Lord Gyllene on a 
park course, but he was pulled up. 

“It is getting too dry for him now. Our 
gallops are becoming firm and everything 
will be too fast for him. He is a soft- 
ground horse and owes us nothing.” 


John O'Shea put Go Ballistic’s poor 
display at Aintree down to the effects of a 
hard season. The eight-year-old. sent off 
the 7-1 favourite, was always behind and 
eventually was pulled up at the second- 
last fence. 

Go Ballistic, dose to the top of the 
National betting sines his fourth in last 
month's Cheltenham Gold Cup, was 
having his seventh race of the season. 

“He had been very consistent previous¬ 
ly and yesterday was a typical end-of- 
season performance," O’Shea said. “It 
was just one race too many and he 
definitely won’t run again this season. He 
was never going well and brake a blood 
vessel, though it*s hard to say when. The 
only thing he did do was jump well." 

The National runner-up, Suny Bay, 
may try to go one better in another big 
staying chase before the end of the season. 
The Charlie Brooks-trained gelding, who 
was beaten 25 lengths, holds engage¬ 
ments this month in the Scottish National 
and the Whitbread Gold Cup at 
San down. Brooks's assistant, Ed James, 
said: “It all depends on the ground and 
how he comes out of the National." 

□ Rhydian Morgan-Jones was yesterday 
elected to the Industry Committee of the 
British Horseracing Board (BHB) to 
succeed Lord Swaythling as a BHB 
director and Industry Member for a term 
of four years with effect from June 7. 



Steve Brookshaw poses with the Grand National winner, Lord Gyllene, back at his Shrewsbury yard yesterday 
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M® WOU) Mm J lue tf-l> A J»vb 8 Ml 


FORM FOCUS- - 


BURNDEN OATS (haled Apr 31). tatf-braOto by 
Faync la ml ounerc (ncfastinj Turin the 
Gunn im.' m 3 mm and Mcu S. triple im 
earner BURNT YATES (M > 1ft oosf 26 M flun- 
easi. 6:3 taa) by DutacMy toft, ten haH-sser to 
hnb class jwewJe Uutfrj. LAST KNIGHT 43(1 4#i 
a! 6 to Mquetoi e mantel * Noodle 151. pood) 
VtCHALONG ft. I 3rd (ri 9 to Cte» Cfeo m 
areften maiden al Beverley (51. good In ftm). 


LAI*®- PLEASURE (Fen 2): tai to! by SeBnrt. 
ton tarty laeUd muftptr epfw wima OUT LIKE 
MAGIC 4U1 4th d 15 to Bbmdne Baras m 
conduwns rare $ Qoraaa (51, (rood to tm) wfli 
FNE OF SPADES 1411116 *d PRINCE WCH0- 
LAS 14’4I I2fc PENNILESS tApt 27. 11.000 H 
gay. haU-ssto by Common Grands tn Brrec «m- 
iws mdndtaawy ifieM Iwttfer CteTs Sang. 
SefadttE OUT LKE MAGIC 


2.40 MARKINGT0N SELLING HANDICAP 

(£2,826: Im 4f 60yd) |20 runners) 


up 

(161 

H01 


tin 005040- SMILE KJREVER 141 (Btmflunf Tlsnfcj Miss E (trtlewy 4-10-0 R Ctxtom - 

(3) 006240- VWOYBKE33JUCaUiflkfaANaj^4-1IH>_.-J Suflpte bfl 

I7t ?41043 F0RZW 8 (D.8) (Ctayten Biftfeyi J J DTtaffl 5-9-11 ...-WRy* 93 

012600 PETOSMM13 ff.GJ) (Mn J RnuUedp) J Pw« 5-9-10-CTwflUfPI 97 

34354-1 CHAMPAGNE WARRIOR 4 (DJ) M Camadio 4-9-10 (5w) ..tCterai 90 

3000-00 OPEN AFFAIR 201A Fan**) H ABtary 4-9-8 -OUfama SO 

054500- 5LAPY DAM IM ID.B.5] |Q« VW Fijasi C Smith 5-9-7 „ . tana Wan* (7) 91 
0S324&- TOTALLY YOURS 153 [M Dwnan) II Cham* 4-9-4 . . Candy Moms 69 
[91 ayiOM EURffTWCT7(B.D.G.5)[1Jiic*.bdB^ JFofBme 88 

ID 04Q-6D4 HOARD 13 Mrs A FeraraJ F (Atoif 4*13.. . - . JFaiww 6fl 

IB1 OW0O TAGATAY13 (BP/) (M tateswl U Camadio 4-6-13- . J Carol 89 

(Ur 032000- WSHGASS 194 (H Karoitag) 8flothwU4-8-13 — . ... . MFawi S3 

(15) 060 LOST W THE POST 54 (G Reed) C Thornton 4-8-12.DMctewn 91 

120} 2/20*23- WATCH ME 00 284 Watch Me Go) B Jwts B-8-11- M Raiynar 87 

(141 04644-3 PWD0UN0 15 P) [tan BMft) M Britain 5*11. G Bartael 91 

|4[ Q8-0UM SUP'S DMCB14 |B) IE man) Ewan 46-10.NmTiiMef 90 

H9| 543-006 ELTTE BUSS IS (Brt Rwig) M Camacho 5*9. . — - - - . JOuta M 

(131 0&4000- ANTAHT1CTHW 121 JJVJfi) (JltttgN) GOWroyd 7-6-9. .MMcAndrew - 

(11. 541455' CASHHRK 499 (Fj )E Spamal J E)re 5*9 .. .. Rl^pm - 

is. 0640-44 OWSMISTRAL47ffLffllFlee4*8. KFalon 92 

BETTOG: 11-2 VMch Me Go. 6-1 Ownpaow Hfcnwt. B-l PandoOno. 1O-1 Totafly Yws. Pattstm. 12-1 Foraa 
14-1 ^rtzrd i6-l othav. 

199S COMTWS LEGEM} 6*0 L tSsumct (Ml J aottmaey 18 ran 

FORM FOCUS 


an 

2CJ 

:k 

:k 

206 

37 

33 

209 

210 
Z11 
212 

213 

214 

215 

216 
217 
213 
219 

ro 


£ FOREVER XI tU (d »to Basov) to TtaftSf- 
a ungffled (im 41. Hand) 

WB 6'aI 3rd nt 9 » Sedtwgh m 

al Soumwell IMi 0. *ndi OtAIA- 
IE W ARMOR teal BaJoum Pince Win 
a) SevEitei Urn 41. mod to fimi. PICARD 
iiho' iloKaBiyn'sM mauchonrreudenal 
’in 41. soil} WATCH ME GO HW 


3n) ol 12 to Rialefafc m uUrag bsvhcap SI 
(mOeW nm a. standartl 
PEfiDOLWO «1 3rd o4 IB to Donno Fhp m 
IbwSop at Hencastie rim X. boo 1/ wtfi PtCAFD 
t4tt belief OH) 161 

ELITE BUSS 14UI Hh nl 16 to KiMta in toxicap 
al Newcastle pm. good) 

Salecim FORZAW 


3.10 FOUNTAINS HANDICAP (£5.374:61) (18 mnners) 

301 (5) 11(0000- MR OSCAR 285 (Cf) (W McKeoaml W McKmm 5-10-0 — .. JCarral 89 

302 (6) 200015- HGWOHN 181 (D.F.G) (Ywbtee HaoBfl CUil P Feiflat 8 9-12... K Dailey 94 

303 /If) 430023- LAGO Of VARAHO 165 (C/.G.S) (PBTGrorai)R Winter 59-8. OMdCeown 93 

304 (71 00020-0 HER 19(D.f A) [MrsCRnbraniMJohnskai5*3.JWleanr 98 

305 Pi 3106)0- PALftCfGAJE TOUCH 1E6 (V.COJ.G^) J Berry 7-9-3 . . P Hctels (5) S3 

ME (13) 3413- DOUBLE ACTON 307(F) (C Stevervsl T Easterly 3-9-1. ICilm 86 

307 p) 00500-5 SR SLYER 5QX 14 |DJFJ,R) N TtAlEi 5-9-1.KfnlWto 90 

308 114) 0063-11 THE HAPWFDX32 (B.F.G) (GUftidatei) BlteMahon 5-9-0... . R Codvsie 91 

309 (8) 3000-00 CAftBUHTON 18 (V^5) (B Fan) J Glrnw 4*10 . 6 Canto B6 

310 (12) 400-531 KRA 19 (DJ.G) (J Wiiun) J Eyre 7*10 ....__ ... RLap0n 90 

311 |4) 231460- THELAMST0N WORM 202 (D.F)(lad Piitam) DenysSmVi 3*9- KFalon 86 

3T? (15) 500000- B0UWHARRY 172(Df-G)(NW8StfiromirEaao6y5*8. MBRti 91 

313 DO) 100000- BEHZDE162 (D£^) (T Famao) Us J Rarnattn 7*8. JForiuie 98 

214 (1) 2123H MV7EAUA 9 (BM.GSl (Us 2 Qn( S Bowing 4*7^ .. K5tod(7) B8 

315 (2) 322305- FRENCH GWT 155 (D£) (M Whan) M Onb 5*7 .. _ . ACfeiti 94 

316 (18) 231164- TKt£ ID TANGO 243 IF) (Ms D fturstn) 6 Mount4*4.. .. _ JFEgan SO 

317 (16) 500000- HALMANERROR lK(D.F£,S)Ur> JFanaten 7-7-10. _ JBrantftBl (5) © 

319 117) 060600- RICH GLOW 189 (F.5) (M Batear) H Byatil 6-7-10.J Quinn 87 

Long hanScap. Kalmanaiin 7-9, Ach Om 7-6 

8E7TNS: 9-2 Kn *1 Mtossro*. 6-1 The Him fa- 7-1 Uop Or Vanm. 9-1 HtgWofn. 1*1 htxetjtr 
Touch, 12-1 Fraich Grt. iG~i omas 

1996. SUPS) 3ENZ 13*6 B Lwm (6-1 SnfJ Ewr 24 ran 


FORM 


Iffl OSCAR 5krl 7Hi ol 12 m Tatce As 3atp in 
handraapai Nmaslle (5t Him). WGH30RN El 5di 
al 7 la Venw m nambap a York 77L goad) LAGO 
(H VARANS) 9 3rd DM3 ID Shanalw Sol m 
fsndiBO al Doncastei nib PALACEGAlE TOUCH 
(39) bflea cfl) 7] 70t (51. good). DOUSLc ACTION 
3161 3rd d 6 ia Far Youi Eyes Only ci ccnSbflts 
face a Beverley 19 good to farm SR SLVEt 


FOCUS 


SOX 31 Mi ol 13 to Abdi*e Cueen In «0a a) 
CatentK '71 good) THE HAPPY FOX bead Cretan 
Gill lUlmhandicpalWalyeiltoTipiDn (51. stand) 
KRA bea Sato Tn! m taticap al Doncasw «wi 
TIER |9fc beto OK) 13122nd. MAITEAMIA II 3rd 
ol n to Sunrise Menu n handicap A Nerorjle 
i EL goon b lorn) 

Setecfal KIRA (nap) 


3.40 GALPHAY CONDITIONS STAKES (3-Y-O: £4.426: Im) (8 rnimers) 

401 (7) 00110- BOU) WORDS 158 (G.S11« Al’iscscniiE Dunlop9-2 ... . KFalon 82 

402 (81 103210 FOOT BATTALION 18 rQ u S'XIi R haDmshead 9^.- Fljnctip) B5 

433 u) 1-2 HAilOSQME ROGE IB iBr.Sl I?tS Prsmeuarei J tolen 9-2— JCam* ffl 

404 |?1 12- Dl'AfTKS GWE 1S2 |G) SSsrfi Mdamrrad) D 'Jdr 3-2 - K Dailey 82 

<0S (5J 11420-3 IEam-aAi;,SJi<C.!rsS!USi:'i-rZ. - GF«*ner® 88 

406 |6> 2Z6230 UBJJ5DY IS •'»'J.Gi ? %S'e=a, 6- - 3 - ... — Angela Gaffimore (T) 85 

'43T' |2r 233-riHSWjiLrr - DUctewm 69 

422 .Si 0125- ATLANTIC 3 5SSE 155 %2T : =a: ■ i V.»?- :-l: J Weaver 67 

3E7TWG-' iMJ Hxszzre -rp 7- .1rv; 2ari -ir~: £».•& TJ S :!i ftai 7-1 Mflray. *7 
lediye-Oa. i2-i sners 

1S9S SA'nUAHA i-3 S vJ (4-? S.r J ZzxSs> i & 


FORM FOCUS 


HANDSOME RffIGE s-hcr-reid >7 C '2 u 
Uieala) m cmQticns ice a 'iff goad 

U Hnn\ win FOOT BATTALION il Tft srd 
MBJLROY (J® (may aT- 5 :t> r? 

WAITING GAME head 2ra £ 7 is rasr CL5l:si 
m comarans ars a ttnnihm >:r lift isb 3) 
ECHYD-0A 3 3rd d 71? War P'S o raaSia? 


z: Kjwi:s (in 3 :20) soli; 

REHEARSAL A'.sf 3rt of S w Flamng WesI in 
radD el Yoft .71 rood) ATLANTIC DESIRE Wl 
=i> o> 10 a Silver htnxti a SSal race al Nav- 
msar. ilm 2t good) nth BOU) WORDS (38) 
beGa om 71 70i 
Sefeamt HANDSOME RIDGE 


4.10 STUDLEY ROYAL HANDICAP (£2.960' 1mA) 60yd) {15 runners) 

501 ll) 15233/-0 SLASH31 JACK 20 (Df.G) ;7 Chargi 3 Niacdi 5-1M - - Atai Greaves - 

502 (10) 503010- UELTSMSOT 46J ft •-i.cv, Sr.nRta:*M ‘Ksnmond 4-3-f I -KFaton 89 

503 |6) 23522-0 ALUIMTARAM 20 '3.F.6) iA AM/ldanf, S Lew 5-9-10 _. . A Whefan (3) 94 

W (I2i HMOJO SfGlOY 15 iff Vc *; 7-vsfSri s fattjira!) i-9-! . . JForam 88 

505 (51 00001 -2 SUUtSHrtLL SPECIAL 14 (O/.S) lA!ha Racmgi D Bari® £*13 K Dartoy 97 

506 (2) 500-056 WHTLEY GRANGE SOY IS iVa C Sytwt J Eyre 4-3-13 .... 7 WiSsns 95 

507 I13| OOUW) Gf£AT CWB 61 iVjs S EaskflWi Bai' Jflnea 4*12 - - ~ N 0a» 90 

505 (7) 04-2121 GAUW0 20(D/.Sllfita*r»iU»&nellcwy **12 ._ R HMtoi p) ® 

509 I14i 41500-4 AUGUSTAN 4 (D.F) ntodwn S GoiunQs 6*11 . . Pa Edtoy 93 

510 (8i 0-03253 DR EDGAR 25 (F.G) '.A '.Yafcm) M LrsCs 5*10 .ACtak 98 

511 ill) 222310 L1AFTUN 26 (Df.G) I Ant's! Partwsi G Mawe 5-8-9 ...0 HotomJ 98 

512 IH 600000- M0RMNG SH ^1 (&£» Pan * '^**0 *-^5 . . T Spate 95 

£13 «) 000430- oaatws tWAOBf 227 /7h* ? Hams 4*0 . G Carter 95 

5K $1 021455 CAROL A&WN 7 (D.G1 |J ^naat; N 9yaon 5-7-10 . . -J Oitnn 97 

515 US, 00230-2 tJOfflc CASIO 8 (V ftiSr.) -J Smcm C—7-lb . .... GBartwrt 90 

Long handcap: Card Apm 7-9 fJcw; Crvc 7-1 

BBTHd 9-2 GgBpmn. 7-1 ittUL f-1 pSlmu.'CTS'- Edsnremai Specvd. Aj&jsan, 12 -1 MdiemrsDfi Sttsfw 
Jar*. 16 -I eften. 

1998 PITS DREAM £*£ iY Cam d3-8 bvi M R)an If ran 


FORM 


SUMMERHUL 5PECIAL Vtl 2nd 311 o 10 Danong 
CauaKem hand op a Caietid llm 61. scrap 
WSALAP040 bad Rafiks Rooset H m 2J-funner 
apnraHtoe fwdreap al Doroasla dm 41. goM) :o 
tom) anlji ALMUHTAflAM (19b teW ofi) 3® 
l&ti 

AUGUSTAN 2tl 4di oi 19 M brsadte 'Afav in 
randkap a Gneilev |Hn 3. good u frm) 


FOCUS 


OR EDGAR 2^1 3rd ol 9 u Engteti (onto m 
uama d WofrertBrap»ti(lm4f. stand). 6WFTUN 
teal ntnafmdrra Girl m 13-rtmno harefiaqr a) 
SotewsU lira 4). stand) *fn CAROL AfiAW m, 
tenet otf) 2V»I 4m on penufirara start. MONTE 
CAW neA 2nd o)13 to Manm Bra*e m maiden 
band cap X SoUfuelf lire 31. -Jandad). 
Setacttre. GALAPWO 




103 (12) 04432 GOOD TIMES 74 (C0,Bf.F.(LS) (Ms D Robinson) B Itil 9-10-0 . B Wed 14) 88 


Rracaid nurnba. Draw m bnctefe Sb-figure 
tom IF —U P—pulled w- U — meded 
rider. B — brnugU doem. S — stopadup R — 
refused. D — dfeouaKied) Horse S name. Days 
since lad outng. J t funps. NM (B — 
bbnters V — «w. H — hood E — Ejesfciefd 
C—eaurxwimr. D—fctncemer CD— 


owe and distance ntea BF — beaton 
tmurhe k> latest race). Sang onahUh hone tac 
■on (F — ton. good to ton. hard G — good 
S — soft good to aril, hearyi Omer m tocteb 
Into Age aid weight. Rider pi us anj allowance 
The Time Pi me Hvticafvetz rating 


4.40 BRANTLEY MAIDEN STAKES 

(£3,548: Im) (18 runners) 


601 

(81 

4 DURAU 0 (A Sudrisj DBir- Sraffi 5-9-13 . 

. ACuftane 

91 

fid! 

171 

0 MOST DESPECTRJL 9IR Maw.) Dmys Smteh 4-9-13 . _ 

K Fatal 

— 

K 13 

(in 

0 JMMSJOTHY 7 (J Ccefl) Mss 1 ftunO 7-9-13._. 

. JOotn 

- 

604 

[16) 

500034- tKSPOl GEM 161 (W krfton) P Cahc< 4-9-8 . _ 

K Darter 

93 

£05 

(51 

ACTION STATWtS (R Cf&) C Cfxt 3*12. 

. . D Blogs 

- 

606 

(3) 

36- AlCRXMi WIHSPHl 209 (Conkikras) P Hsns 3*12 

. ... Pal Eddery 

95 

607 

(13) 

60- BUU1SCHE214 (GcntonPatners) J BeOdl 3*12 ... . 

_SDidmk 

88 

608 

114) 

0-3 BUVUtE TRUTH 20 (k AMulal R Ctadai 3*12- 

TSpria 

97 

609 

118) 

00- CRYSTAL GOLD 181 (MAI Makiaum) M Slade 3*12. - 

DMcKemm 

88 

610 

(111 

FOOLED YOU (M A) Matoun) E Dwiap 3*12. 

DODonohoe p) 

— 

611 

(7) 

0- GREEH CARO 188 (P Cln) S Woods 3*12. 

.. W Ryan 

IS 

612 

(6) 

MAKATI (K Roberts) M Camasto 3-8-12.- - - -- 

.. . L Ctamock 

- 

613 

(4J 

PREMIER ECLPSE flMlve Eerre) P Itams 3*12. . 

. GHhd 

- 

614 

(151 

0- QUEZON CITY 1&B (Ite 5 Canadu) M Camacho 3*12 - 

. .. N Kennedy 

- 

615 

(17) 

YOURS fl SPORT IB Hateroi A Watts 3-8-12 __ . 

.. WRSwtnbum 

- 

616 

ffl 

0- ZAGROS 314 (M Faaofiyl T Easietiy 3*12 .. 

... . MM 

— 

617 

(101 

00- WELCOME HOME 193 (ifestnja Said) P Dfitai 3*7 . 

. ^ JFErpn 

- 

6T& 

(II 

WAWD6ECK IB far) J Gtaer 3*7—.. 


- 


BEITBIfc 3-1 Americte Whew. 7-2 Burning Tn*. 6-1 Grew Card. 7-1 Footed You. B-1 Cnrsnl Gold. 10-1 
{kspof Gem. Q«i»L 

1996: POUNESSO 3*12 M HIM P-1) BHUslEran 

FORM FOCUS 


DURAO 13l 4» ol 8 to Peded Paadgm n noidtn 
X ItewcasUe (im 41 llOv. good to ton) iriOi 
MOST RESPEGTRJL 7317*. CBSPOL OEM SVrl 
em id 2i to Me& Baby n tadv ndsn al Donasto 
1101 suit I 

AUEKCAH WUSPEB ill 8b o> 18 to Royal 
Amarenc m mantel al Ch ep stow (7). good to ton) 


BURNMG TRUTH 9»l 3rd ol B to Fly Tn The Stos 
in ntodeii al Doncxda (im. good to ton) CRYS¬ 
TAL GOLD 141 8ft d 17to ttuw Vatenbne m 
nufefcn al Ydimoufii (71. good) GREEN CARD 6WI 
7tfi ol 76 o MasM vet rr mzidm at Nevcvrtri (71 
pood to n«m) 

Selector AMERICAN WHSPBl 


5.10 SAWLEY HANDICAP 

(3-Y-0: £2.882: Im 20 (13 runners) 


) (11. 64h| NQKIE15 (ItaD Woods) UBtronn 9-7.-_ — 

2 !10) 001060- UPERlAL OR METRE 158 (R (Cbyton B4)ley) R Ftog 9-7 

3 iB) 0-1 BOLE BUOU GO (D.G) U Morcail M Jcbttan 9-4 . . 

4 (4) 0400- BW ST JAWS 173 (A Cahlwfl J Batell 9-4 . 

5 (Pi 32323-1 CASTLESfiURAHG Tfi (G) (ROotriC Ppa9-2. _ ... 

6 19) 580601- EPIC STAND 155 (F)(C Wetote) Mrcj fanaten B-11 . . 

7 450160- FLOATING DEVON IBNCMwrfl 7 £a*rty 8-7 - 

8 (3) 0212-55 BALFPET93(G)(BHegg)JPartes8-6.. 

9 |7f 044U8D- NOTAIiTT 170(7Huohes)MWEasarte8-4- - 

10 (6) 6002- CHALUZ 135 (N ShteUs) K Site 8-1. 

11 (13) 000-5 SILVER BUTTON 13 (Mrs. B UwtJnni S todtorel) 7-13 


. J Gam4 91 
R Wnaun (7) 92 
JWrsnro 90 
DHofetod B9 
... KFaton S 
. itmn 90 
... MBMi 96 
JBremMfS) 91 
. T Ureas 90 
_ jDnfen 90 
Jemy Bresson (7) 92 


12 ( 1 ) 000- KINGDOM EMPEROR 277 (Mrs S Camacho! M Cteecno 7-12.. LCharnm* 88 

13 (2) 0000-50 PCTUA BOY37 (CMSbvkr) 3Bowing 7-10.PFessey(5) 85 

BETItfi: 11-t Epic Stand. 3-1 Bslte Bijou. 5-1 Cate Banoig. 6-1 Wr*. 10-1 Wn St James. Fttamg Devon. 

16-1 OJlWK 

1996: MUHTADI9-7 W dm (3-1 tn) J Dunlop 16 ran 


FORM FOCUS 


NOME 5141 4to of 7 to Mattel it mattn id 
Newosto dm. good) 

BELLE SUOU tooted M, ptaced IjJ nten sfxt 
2nd ot 8 to Mogul in audwi matoen al Lingfield 
dm 21. sand). 

CASTLES BURNMG beat Mendoza W In B-ramer 
handicap el Lmgfield (1m. eland) BRC ST AW 
deal Qutefc Fspesso II n fftminer tendiap 4t 


ftdc* with CASHES BURTONS (3ft tetter ofl) 
TAlSti BAU-PfcT 20RI5#ianO to AspectoUd 
n seller a) Souffawfl (ire. stand) 

CHALUZ hud 2nd m 9 to Helta Dolly in Imtcap 
al Woivntiarniron (Im 100yd. stand). SLVER 
BUTTON 161 HU cl 6 to Power m i 


i maKtefl han* 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS 

Whs 

Rnrs 

% 

JOCKEYS 

YAroac 

RMtes. 

l 

H Chartkm 

4 

7 

57.1 

Pal Eddoy 

5 

8 

625 

j tesden 

15 

50 

3)0 

0 Ubrea 

4 

14 

286 

D Lotto 

3 

11 

273 

W Ryan 

14 

58 

24.1 

M Stoute 

0 

42 

1 9j0 

R Otoeaiw 

15 

S3 

219 

C Cyra 

3 

16 

1B0 

J Weaver 

17 

80 

21.3 

M Jtdnrtoi 

16 

97 

165 

K Dariejr 

31 

152 

204 

C Teague 

5 

29 

172 

M Damn 

4 

26 

15 4 



rommy 
Evans: 4.30 Some-Toy. 


(GOOD TO FIRM IN PLACES) 


SIS 


I EAGLES novkes hurdle 

1 110yd) (9 runners) 

a bleu is9 iD.5) p m 

rewcTHE RULES2DF (0.6)UPw5-11-12- APMCWV B 
ir* DINGLE 310 MIS 3 Jofrwn 6-f f-0 - - - A Jtonten _ 

^^ Piiy£tatlT) „ 
'gS&WtiSi* ' hao ***^- • 

'0-1 Ara Ww. Hew Goll Cntenral 
i-i Forw Sane. 50-1 nftw _. 

INVIL N0VBES HANDICAP CHASE 

31110yd) (7) a P McCoy 96 

W. HTE3 W . JABcCardV® 

MrSftncUTjJ* 

i4-i Eden Steam ____ 


IANDICAP hurdle 

(4i 

s 

\y£i^*Er* m 

w 4.1 call My c-uesl. 5-1 _ 



00 COURT SELLING HUffflLE 
)38:2m 110yd) (11) 

40P1 EVE2K) RUFO 9 (B.Df) N Lcrmodw 5-11-5 . K Gait © 

2BP0 HALHAM TARN 7 IDS) H Mamsr. 7-ii-i . - S Curran 91 

FS0F CHII teONTS 33 (V) ft teftep 7-J1-0 STorrasy 96 

0P14 DERRYBELLE 9(0/) UWDianr. 6-11-0. MrSDura±|7) 8fl 

035 SHEECKY 8 (OSi) B UcMaten 6-11-0 - S Ryan (5) 85 

OW ABBEYDORAN 11 PlMnJha*WK6-i0-9DJKaraia|jlil5) - 

0PP CUliB118 R Snrim 6-10-S.C Maude - 

0S4Z QUAKER WALTZ 7 JTui* 7-TO-9 . RSeBamy 95 

06 BRECON 64 W tUr 4.T0-8- - . M RKriams 91 

3402 TreilE ARBIA9 (BFJ) U Fipe 4-1Q-8 . - AP McCoy 98 

P PERSIAN DAYWI112 BPnilins 4-10-’ . A Thonnon - 


w Thane Arena. 4-1 Ouafcet Wife. 5-1 E«k» ftuia Breccn. 6-1 Sheet*/ B-i 
Derytetk. 16-1 rafiam Tam. 20-1 othos 


4.30 EAHTHSTOPPERS HUNTERS CHASE 

(Amateurs: £1.702.3m) (6) 

1 3142 RUSTY BRIDGE 6 (D.BFJ.G.S) Us S totasn 10-12-4 

OUeHbjM'I 92 

’ BUZ SOME-TOYllP(F 1 GJSIJSrswelM2-iMBSlBtacJdnrdf7) 83 

3 fW WHAT A TO DO 9P 1CD.F.5) C Swaeq 13-12-1 

Uiss L Smerting n 89 

4 4522 CATCH THE CR05S 9P (B.Df.RS) Urc M Karo 11-11-12 

Vn n f^nd - 

5 -PS3 BAWUNO ROYAL U (D.S.S, > ^ ^ ^ 

6 -353 m 

2 .i SonDb5ipq. 7-2 Rusty &mpe. 4-1 What A Ta Do. 5-1 iwe-Taj 6-1 C»di 
The Cross. tM GamUng RoyaL 


)0 WH1PPERS IN STANDARD OPEN NATIONAL 
FLAT RACE (£1.656 2m 110yd) (12) 

0 BEflJALfftf J0T£5 lit C Herolev MssADafiey C) 


0 GENERAL NLUKY48 0 Card 5-n 
DO IWALLAF 28 Mrs A WoodtW 5-11J 
4 TOMMY TICKLE M GPnee 5-11-4. . _ 

QANQNG IN RHJTWaUw 5-10-12 - - 
LITTLE TM£ B EcMey 5-16-77 - 
OGULLA MK L SltaXy 5-10-13 ... 

O BOmlATWNGS 14 JWwe 4-10-12 
0 OA5H OT BY 43 IB) U« A iaWI 4-15-12 . 
E P1AHWJD HALL 21 H ntee 4-10-12 
n’ DINKY DORA IS J Creswtr 4-10-7 . 
SHMMY DANCING Jote 3erry -'-O-T 


JFTttey 
J A McCarthy 
j R Kavanatti 
LSiDhanlT) 
. HStenas 
□ Leahy 
S Fenton 
GToimey 
A LanctJi 
« A teierM 
k. Garde 


ly 7(c*fe. 5-,- OoV/ ftW 7-1 Dtirnm HjB M Sncmp * Earn V 
•1 SremnT/ 0aaicm3 16-1 Genefli) lAicey 23-1 alien 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


KERS. M Pip*. 54 *nni»s fimi 206 unntrt. 25 2 s ,. B 6 

32, 16.6V J «tWf 2 Awn li la-? 1 . Only (fWlrfel 

£Y5‘ A P McCor 22 ■‘ter. 77 r;to l a . J ; 

rt,, 3 A dm ? i 273 V 6 Tcrmev. 5 

lr.ro.« ton 19 211% U n Rtteald. 11 till Ti - J " 

aTO. a SotTS. 1*54. _ 


LUDLOW - 


THUNDERER 

2.20 Against The Clock. 2.50 Imperial Vintage. 350 
Lovelark. 3.50 Snowy Petrol. 4.20 Moobakkr. 4.50 
Fox Pointer. 550 Percy Braittiwalte. 

Carl Evans: 4.50 Judy Line. 


3.50 BUNDY NOVICES CHASE (£2,851:2m) (7) 


1 421 TENAYESTHJGN 9 (COJ^) D Maria 9-11-9.. SWyme 

2 PP13 WCH EMPEROR 63 (CJr) A CanF 7-11-7. _ T i Munfty 

3 -3PP AHEJAN 16 Mrs PYWtfr 6-11-0. D Wsfch 

4 50R> GWRY 7 6 McCwirt 7-11-0 __ ... — 0 Fati (3) 

5 -663 OUAffTER MARIffiRfljn RL* 3-tt-fl . . RJutote 

6 0F4 WH00 OF THOUGHT IT 25 P Ctnretags 6-11-0... V Stately 

7 6634 SNOWY PETREL 47 (B/tf) h Bailey 5-10-7- S UcKafl 


2-1 Snnry Patnri. 7-2 TfuayKteSBH 4-1 Inch Enpeni. 6-1 Date Mato. 10-1 
Mud 01 thontt n. Gnny. 12-1 Aedai 


GOING: GOOD TO FIRM (FIRM IN PLACES)_SIS 


2.20 CAYNHAM SELLING HANDICAP HUIffiLE 

(£2,024:2m) (13 nmners) 

1 500P W0«JS*«m 8 fp.fi.SlJL Haros 7-11-ID . .— R Sunt*; 

2 U535 FWAN COURT B9F (BF) P Evans 5-11-8. TJHrepfty 

3 HOPS GLBWAV15 7 P Pittcftaid 10-11-8.. . PPmctord 

4 S6P0 KALZARr S3 (CO.& A Canal 12-11-0-UrAWWte(7) 

5 -061 BlXfTOrt 9 fu.Gl 4 fiofilngi 5-11-7 f7o).N WBanare 

6 1012 flUIKSBAIBIE 9 (V,D,W>.G) Mrs LJwrt 9-11-4 

XAtapn(7) 

7 0-P5 BRnWtelA MB1S 21 fflMOnprem 6-11-3. WYtortto^ 

8 0460 TEE TEE TOOG7 ACamrtf 5-ri-3_.DW 

9 P003 CAPTAW TANDY9 (0^.5)0 511*18-H-3. . PMcL0U|**i 

10 0204 SAAfllBffllHEBtar 6-11-0 ..VSteWiy 

11 0306 ECUDEFWnCE49(V)PRfittens7-10-E.SFoc 

12 4006 ABAIKST THE CLOCK IIP Boron 5-104. ..RJohcro 

13 Om BOLDCHARUE 78(BJ S Mrtfc* 5-10-0 . - . . Niton 

3-i fiuh s Garoiir. 7-2 Bantu 6-1 Fawn Caurt. B-1 WNdsreeh. 10-1 CMamua 
MBs. So*. Captaor Tandy. 14-? rows 


2.50 BUNDY (UK) HANDICAP CHASE 

(£3.388.2m 41) (4) 

1 P/U1 RABA FU8A 0|CDi,6) J Spearing 12-12-6 (ton - . V Stand} 

2 114F 0APEFBAL YMTA6E 9 (CD.BFJ.G) Mas V WlOwns T-11-10 

NKMamun 

3 2U3T FENWICK IT (C0/.S4J R Hodfles f0-10-0. T Oascwrtw 

4 P502 PAfffiOHA'S PRIZE 4 (s) T1W111-104).TBey 

5-«fmparu/ Vintage. 7-4fii5j fiiB IM Faiwc* S0-I fwatoo's Mae 


3.20 D J PROFILES NOVICES HANDICAP HURDLE 

ICondflional jockeys: £2.528:2m 5f TlOyPJ (11) 


1 211 KYMM 9 {FJ.I J Bradtty 5-12-3 (7ed - _ - . L Aspafi 

2 3400 WEIL AHA® 42 JJ01WB 6-11-10 . . R McGraffi (6) 

3 PS54 PIPER'S ROCK 9 G Bafitan 6-11-2 .. A Bates 

4 5SZ FAS7ilfi0LD16(C/)RFno:5-iM XAtprsuO) 

5 2030 SAL71S 8 A rates 5-n-l .Efireaiy (7) 

6 -200 SHAfMOW(AD 12)Attend7-11-0.— s - 0*™ 

7 4666 BAIillSUL PHNCE5S 15 IB.F) J fmoti 4-10-13 0 ftiTOS (3) 

4 00M LADY OF (BC 4 P 5rs«n M0-1-.L Cumrons (31 

9 5PPP tflRAMAREitRHodgesT-1D-Q_—.. Jterfcffl 

10 2fiP4 UMLARA73Lee8-lM.. MGrtfths(3) 

J1 PT> CREDIT CAU. SQfft firsnnjwi HM. BMatsej' 

W tiyrein. 7-2 tes Amsd. 5-1 ttpa'; Rw*. 9-1 Tasunl feotd. Lady 01 M«. 
(fl-I Sane. Stamm Lad. i4-i urnor 


4.20 SARA HAMILTON-RUSSELL MEMORIAL 
TROPHY HANDICAP HURDLE (£2,723:2m 5f 110yd) (6) 

l F221 SUAWE517 (F) H TManOanes 4-12-1 M Mr J GddTOin (7) 
Z U032 IASS 4HRIGOL0 9 (8,F,G.SJ fi KTOOes 8-11-10— T Otsaxrix 

3 3331 HIST CRACK 16 (COJAS) f Jonto 12-11-9.SWyinr 

4 1140 SCOTTISH WEDOMG M (COi.CLS) T Vbl 7-11-4 R Massey f3) 

5 4P4U IIOCflAKXR 23 EDBFIAS] KUagan 6-it-i-- WFry 

6 RPP5 CA5TLEBAY LAO 9 (S) R Cunt 14-10-0--D Mores 

4-5 Sutured 3-1 Ftod Cm*. 5-1 toss MarignM. B-1 afters 


4.50 CHASE MEREDITH MB40R1AL TROPHY 
HUNTTBIS CHASE (Amateurs: £1,481: 3m) (7) 

1 -213 CAPF COT7A6E 35 (COJFJ=,ftS} D Cffl» i>«-5 A Ritou © 

2 2-21 FOX P0HTBn9JJJS)tt5 LEwc 12-12-5 . J Jutes. (S) 

3 3*12 MY NOWIEE 8 (ftQftf/.&S) D Htctmfc 9-12-5 R Burton (7) 

4 2-32 1MLD ILLUSION IIP (CD£Ff,fi£) Mbs J Ptogecn 15-12-5 

FMcbym 

5 014- CANDLE GLOW 32B IDfJZ) P Huicwnson 9-12-0 S Morris (7) 

6 P613 XCW LBtt I4P (6) 6 Loris B-11-9-. . .. SShtotonQ 

7 -P6P TH0HHH1L 9P F tottnrs 7-11-9- UMuaraeUm 

2-1 Wild iBuacn. 5-2 My Nonunee. 4-1 fm Power. 9 2 Capa Cotage. 10-1 
Ctodle Btotr. 31-1 Judy lme. 25-1 Iharnta 


5.20 BURWARTON NOVICES HURDLE 

(£2.248: 2m) (7) 


4100 PERCY BRAflHWAnE 32 (CDF) Miss P WrtUe 5-11-6 

to J Goktateln (7) 

0-0 MOLONVS ORAM 9dLtetb6-11-0. 

5003 MCKMSJGHT ESCAPADE 9 (6) R Hodges 6-11-0. VStatorj 
136 MAKE OF OUR FATHER 57 (Dfl P Baton 4-11-0 R Johnson 
13 POPFVS DREAM 124 IHFfl J Wtoton 7-10-9 tt R Thondon (3) 
PR URDU leURCNSKY 9 IB) B Huna 4-10-8 „ ... B Pmrefi 


5-4 Ludn Archer. 5-1 Percy BradMaUr. UoonllgM Esopaie. 6-1 Karra 01 (to 
fXhV. 7-1 Poppy's Dream 12-1 Motanys Dram lb-1 Baron HrtoOKky 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAME&S: Mfcs Jenrela PWgoon, 5 Winers bom 9 rtrmei. 55 61c 
j J onedl. 4 him 8,500*-. fl Cnrtn. 4 bon 14.28-6%. K Bailey, a 
ton TS, 76 7%. R Hodges. 8 liom 45,17.8%. 

XCKEY5:0 Bumms. 3 earners Iran 11 rides. 77.3%. H Wribaroum. 
13 Horn 64. M 3k R Massey, 6 ton 38,158%: H Mam, 3 Iran T9. 
15 BV C UCMHIyn. B bunt». 129V S MtNailL 7 bom 5G. 12.5V 


Pas De Reponse back 


PAS DE REPONSE. the lead¬ 
ing French candidate for the 
Pertemps 1,000 Guineas, faces 
a maximum of three rivals on 
her reappearance at Maisons- 
Laffrtte on Friday. The 
Criquette Head-trained filly, 
backed from 9-1 to 7-1 for the 
first fillies' classic with the 
Tote yesterday, is expected to 
make a successful comeback 
in the Prix Imprudence, a 
listed race over 6 ^ furlongs. 

Sleepylime. trained by 
Henry Cecil, has emerged as 
the most popular British- 
trained filly with punters for 
the Newmarket contest on 
May 4. Ladbrokes were yes¬ 
terday forced to cut the 
daughter of Royal Academy 
from IM to 9-4 favourite in 


face of continuing strong sup¬ 
port. Sleepytime has not raced 
since an unlucky third to her 
stable companion. Reams Of 
Verse, in the group one Fillies' 
Mile at Ascot last September. 

On the same Maisons- 
Laffitte card, Clive Brittain is 
likely to run his French 2,000 
Guineas candidate. Fantastic 
Fellow, in the listed Prix 
Djebel. Brian Meehan's Ger¬ 
man 2.000 Guineas possible, 
Tomba. was also among yes¬ 
terday's six acceptors for the 
Djebel. 

Ladbrokes's 1,000 Guineas 
betting: 9-4 Sleepytime. 5-1 
Moonlight Paradise, 6-1 
Reams Of Verse, 7-1 Pas De 
Reponse, 10-1 Yashmak. 
Sarayir, Kftassah. 14-1 others. 


YESTERDAY’S RESULTS 


Nottingham 

Going: good to hrm 

2DO (.im il Ji3ycf| 1. RlSCATTO ;j Bed. 
7-2 tart; 2. Sidney The Kidney '.G Cartel 
11-2). 3. Rochea (M Fenton. 14-ij ALSO 
RAN- 5 Miss Sacetona i&rtn). 6 Mnoi Foui 
Soon. 7 Spandul&s Nm 3 Beninese M 
Ftoflo Thee. Patncf. 16 FooUsti Flutle*. 
(■jckonsun (6m). 20 Conoot Fital„ 25 
Gaplan Hint. 33 Mecriifie. Top Tufa !5r,w 

1 IjI. 21 l-7-i stihd. 31 W Mu» at Lamnoutr. 
Tore £670. C40. £2 SO. £5 30 DF 
£1230 T/iCr. £85 40 CSF E22 36 Ticw 
£24034 Boughi n 5.000t»is 

Z30 151 T3yti) 1 . BLLSHftHS VICTORIA <D 
Sweaiey. 14-1) 2. Bemardo Bedotto [F-al 
Eddwv. Evens lav). 3, Bftakesei (R Hughes-. 
9-1) ALSO RAN. 3 MiShraak ifith). 4 Tipcat 
Boy. 7 Un AH Alpnii 10 Mtans Buwness. 
16 Magical Dance (blh! 25 Dawn Parol 
(4IUJ. 9 ran NR Ruxn 1"1. VI. 3i l. 1 *) 
SI M Meade a) Malmestaury. Toie £29 70; 
E550. £110. £1 BO DF - £46 SO Tno- 
C4720 i^5F £32 30 

3.00 [Si 13yd) 1. MOUCHE (J Fortune. 7-1,. 

2 Lamarita [R Cochrane. 11-21 3. Silenl 
Meade (M Fen ion. Evens lav) ALSO RAM 
5 Tajiobah i4ih). 7 CcviWJi. 14 Seng 
d Anlfc>« i&ni. 50 Aquaic Cween (6Ui| 7 
rare Sh no. sn hd. 2' l. 2H i«l Mu J 


RICHARD EVANS 


Nap: MAITEAMIA 

(3.10 Ripon) 

Next best- Handsome Ridge 
(3.40 Ripon) 


Ramuden at TWrsfc Tc4e t104C C340. 
£2.70. DF.C18 90. CSF £4142 
3JO i61 15yd) 1 MERANT1 (R Fhancrt. 
12-1). 2. Beau Veniura (T Spyafca. l6-ii:3. 
Gray Wngdoin (D Memagrt. SO- It 4 
Potntef (D Holland 4-1 s-lavl ALSO RAN 
4-lF-fav Fame Again, 7 ChodmKfi Hall (5lh), 
9 Sinq Witti The- Band. 12 College- Nigm. 
Facy Pnnce. GoratsAi. 16 Cims TVie B«det 
Sound The Trumpet [Hfii. Wll Dc-. 20 
Wkargarewose Aiwvj 2an Dancer. 25 Gay 
Braa®. Magaane faap. 33 Eiasnrog 
Dancer. Into wbi. Mage Melody. Maysm-p. 
PAas Caronene 22 ran 4I.3.2H '■•I. W J 
Bradley at Ch^riiw, Tote £1620; C5.10, 
£690, E5SO, £1.40 DF £229.70 Tnc 
£1.877 30 CSF £18942 Tncasl- 
£3566 44 

«.00 | 1 m 54yd) 1. LATALOMNE (D 
O’Donohoe. 7-1). E, Shawm IH. Dartey 4-6 
lav): 3. Shahean (K FaSon. 7-2) ALSO 
RAN- 10 Spv Knoll. 12 Muhewwil. 14 
Occam. 16 March Crusader. 20 Epworth 
HDD. Nobel Lad. Seted Choree. X 
MumarB (5th). 33 Final Warring (6rW. Poo 
Fnend. FtedJoss. VWd Oty. 50 GoU 
Cupper. Top Jerri, 100 Srtva’ 18 ran 
21. 1 v 1. a, *1. 3X-L E Carnlop al Nemmartol 
Tore: £1230: £2^0. £150. El 70 DF 
£720 Tfio: £15 50 CSF: El2.00. 

44X> nm 54yd) 1. EUROBOX BOY (C 
Carver. 3-1 im). 2. Bedazzle (O Mcmagh. 
OO-l). 3, Return To Brighton fj Fo«re. 
20-t);4.OueefisStoV3flerfRBrfciand. 10-lf 


ALSO RAN 7 Arran. 10 Kevaungo. 11 
Mcr^onrr-o Shouktocqrc-, lEBoWHadn. 
SfKwainy )4 Ame-c-r AifayaaTi. Legend CM 
Aragon Unrcci Zeal. 16 FUcharo Mouse 
Lad 'Sihj 20 Ra»e* j » One in The Eye 
i&h/. 33 Cmnamsr, 3v&. i>4) Baby 18 
ran O 1 i -.1. 1-.i hd A JaiaialDrdoot 

Tok u.:d ro. a ». ts 20 12 so. of 

£7.1 SO Tn: £320 40 ipan m*i. pool 01 
£241 32 ciniTil forr.ad 10 2 40 at Ripon 
loda-.-l CSF C TO BO Trraasf £1.057 93 

JacHpot nol nan ipool al E28.G18.G0 
corned forward lo Ripon today). 

Placepofc £236.90. Quadpot £88.60. 

Wolverhampton 

Gang: siaridard 

215 16fi 7 Mon Bruce (Dane ON trill. 13-8 
lav. Private Handicapper'a top ratng): 2. 
Ckjn I ‘/.‘wry 1-1*0 (12-H. 3. !’■ S Sunshne 

14- 11 9 ran NR Guroas Galore Hd.r*. W 
Mus Tore £L'.0Q £1 10. £1 id. £2 10 DF 
£13 <’u Tno- £24 10 CSF £1987 

2.45 lira IDOydi 1. DragorHoy tR Lappm. 
5-H. 2. Square C'-rif (S- It 3. Snaffihaves 

15- 1) Barbara s Jewd 4-1 lav 12 ran NFT 

Eatv -tone- '-'i 71 Lirtmoden Tote 

£9 40. £3 CO £2 40 C1«j DF £80 20 Tno- 
£7220 CSF £46 00 

3.15(70 1. Trading Aces IR Muten. 4 1i.2. 
Faymi4.i|,3.Tjvo-vullini7-2lavi Tran Sh 
hd. 2“ I M Bell Tuie £4 30. C2S0. £2 50 
DF £7 90 CSF £19 \.v 

3.45 dm J(* I. RaJtos Rooster (Iona 
Wandt. 4-11.2. Sedboinn i5-l). 3. Ecerty 
Fay 1 7-D TicvanfV* 7-2 lav 10tan 2H 
21 ANewcontt* lae E5 70 E2.M.E2M. 
£180 DF- £13210 Tno £22 60 CSF 
£2324 Tncay £.127 19 

4.15 (5f) 1. Sage <P Sweeney. 5-11. 2. 
RMewood L-My 112-11.3. Who Nose (Ml 
P»* TirtiH 2-1 lav 7 ran H hi. W G M 
Twrrer Tore 4510 £160. £850 DF 
£24 10 CEF £56 37 Sold 101 4.6COgns 
4.45150 1. Time To Fly UFEtjar, 2&-1J.2, 
S» GjBiiqe 14-1 iav». 3 &iephertsors 
RooLer d-l) 13 ran 4J. - I E> Murray T«e 
£37iO £7 40. £1 SO. £3 50 DF £149 40 
Tno £3bf'd(i (pan won. pocH ol £30917 
ca/r<fi-i ton*aid ro 2 40 a) fipon Jxxtey) 
CSF £114 39 Tncau £730 33 

Placepoc C336/X). Quadpot ElSIJO. 


BUNKERED RRST TIME Chepstow: 4 DO 
Aboeyacran 4 30 SonatancsY 5 00 Dash 
On By Ludlow: 2 20 BoW Chains. Ecu De 
Franco Ripon: 2.40 EutoNw-a. Ta-juiay 
3.1D Cartxflwi 



UPON 

CHEPSTOW 

LUDLOW 


I FULL RESULTS SERVICE 168 




Downloading from the Internet 
with oat ISDN? 

Here's something to pass the lime. 



Fig. 7. JuggUnz and balancing with difficult objects. 

(SDN te up to four times quicker than an ordinary phone toe. 
Cafi BT BusmesBUomeeffatts on Freefone 0800 8DQ 300, 


Free/ow OSCWaoO 800 


ReeLa: 0 PO) 800 955 e-mari. wOfVSmartvvAubs. i .ajiiv.bl.co.uk 
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ATHLETICS: NEWEST NAME AMONG BRITISH MEN’S MARATHON ELITE IS CATCHING OTHERS UP FAST 


Confident 
Staines 
closes on 
big time 

By David Powell, athletics correspondent 


IT MAY not be a team for the 
future but for this week, 
Britain could not wish for 
much better. Of the top ten 
contenders for the men’s title 
in the Flora London Marathon 
on Sunday, four are British. 
Their average age is 35. so to 
suggest that they lack experi¬ 
ence would be much like 
saying that Robbie Fowler is 
short of goals. 

Three of the four. Eamonn 
Martin, Paul Evans and Rich- 





Only n* The Times nett week: 
the complete list of London 
Muafbon finishers 


ard Nerurkar. are vastly expe¬ 
rienced and each has won at 
least one significant marathon 
during his career. Martin was 
the 1993 London and 1995 
Chicago champion. Evans the 
1996 Chicago winner, and 
Nerurkar the 1993 World Cup 
victor. The fourth Briton. 
Gary Staines, after only three 
marathons, and no wins, has 
some catching up to do. 

Listening to the four talking 
yesterday, each expressing 
confidence in his prospects for 
Sunday, it seemed ludicrous 


that this year, of all years, the 
British Marathon Runners’ 
Club should have folded. In¬ 
augurated in 1978 as a dub for 
sub 2hr 30min runners, it 
suffered declining numbers in 
recent years but if the second 
division is weak, the first is 
thriving. 

Martin dropped out of 
London last year, injured, was 
fourth in Chicago and is 38, 
but who says that is too old? 
Carlos Lopes set a world 
record at 38 and Martin is 
pleased with his preparation. 
“No problems," he said. 

Evans, 36 on race day. and 
Nerurkar. 33, are satisfied, 
too, that training has gone 
well. In the department of 
contentment, Staines was just 
as assertive. 

"Win? Of course, I can," 
Staines, 33, said. “After three 
marathons, I have the experi¬ 
ence now. This time 1 think I 
can be as good as anybody. I 
have surprised myself with 
some of the training sessions.” 

He mentions Evans’s win¬ 
ning Chicago time of 2hr 
OSmin 52sec and notes the age 
difference. “I am sure I am 
capable of that some time in 
my career," he said. “I am not 
saying it is going to be on 
Sunday, but { am confident it 
will happen.” 

By way of two late confi¬ 
dence-boosters, Staines won 
the Fleet Half Marathon and 
set the fastest short-leg time in 
the Southern road relay. Short 
distances were what Staines 
made his name at on the 
international stage. He won 


HUGH R OUTLEDGE 



Having run three marathons, and gone well in training, Staines believes he can win in London on Sunday 


the silver medal in the 5,000 
metres at the 1990 European 
championships, in Split It is 
with pride that he says: “Not 
many marathon rummers 
have run a 3min 53sec mile." 

Salvatore Anti bo. from Ita¬ 
ly, had won the 10.000 metres 
in Split and, seeking to com¬ 
plete the double, fell soon after 
the start of the 5,000 metres. 
Dramatically, he made up the 
ground, denying Staines in a 
close finish. 

For a brief time, it seemed 
that Staines might go home 
with the gold anyway. A 
protest from Portugal, claim¬ 
ing that Antibo had elbowed 


his way to victory, was subse¬ 
quently rejected, however. 

Staines is still waiting for 
his first eye-catching interna¬ 
tional win, but remains re¬ 
lieved that Antibo was not 
disqualified. “He was the bet¬ 
ter guy on the day,” Staines 
said. The Englishman would 
not have felt comfortable tak¬ 
ing the gold. 

Perhaps this Sunday will 
bring the recognition that 
Staines has worked for in his 
ten years as a full-time runner. 
He has not earned much, just 
enough to live and pay the 
mortgage. He dare not think 
how his life might change if he 


won on Sunday, “ft is very 
close, but also very far away," 
Staines said. 

The transition from track to 
marathon runner took longer 
than it should have done, 
Staines said, because of his 
reluctance to accept the differ¬ 
ent training required. “That 
was one thing I found really 
hard,” he said. "I would try to 
re-enact the workouts I had 
been doing as a 5,000 metres 
runner. 

"1 would think: 'I can still do 
60 seconds for 400 metres.' 
Butyou do not need to run that 
quick when you are in a 
marathon. It took me a long 


time to appreciate that mara¬ 
thon running needs a com¬ 
pletely different type of build¬ 
up." To begin with, speed was 
sdU his forte, as his British 
best of 46min Usee for ten 
miles in 1993 indicated. 

Staines is married to Linda 
Keough. whose successes on 
the track outs core his. While 
she has been injured, she has 
worked on his career, urging 
him on. supporting him. “She 
won a Commonwealth gold,” 
he said. “It was a gold, wasnt 
it? I don’t even know. I think 
that is because she has got 
better medals than I have." 
Yes. but for how much longer? 
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, RUGBY UNION _ 


Harlequins in 
urgent need 
of Wood’s steel 

By David Hands, RUGBY correspondent 


SHOWING a sense of timing 
as poor as their most recent 
result. Harlequins have 
slipped out of the top four 
clubs in the Courage Clubs 
Championship for the first 
time tiiis season. Their defeat 
by London Irish at the week¬ 
end allowed Sale to edge them 
into fifth place, so the game 
with Saracens this evening 
takes on a greater dimension. 

It will be just as significant 
for the British Isles team 
management who will have 
their first sight of Keith Wood 
in three months. The Ireland 
hooker, who dislocated a 
shoulder against France in 
January, makes his- first se¬ 
nior appearance since then 
and will be desperate to prove 
his fitness. The Lions leave for 
South Africa on May 17. 

It was not a good weekend 
for a number of Lions: Tony 
Underwood, Tim Rodber and 
Jeremy Davidson did not com¬ 
plete their clubs' league 
matches, though all are opti¬ 
mistic that they will recover 
from, respectively, jaw. neck 
and hamstring injuries in time 
to tour. 

Victory tonight would move 
Harlequins one place higher 
than Sale and would also 
reverse the 28-20 defeat sus¬ 
tained at Enfield in January. 
It would also provide further 
discouragement for Saracens, 
whose own European ambi¬ 
tions suffered a damaging 
blow when they lost at 
Gloucester on Saturday. 

They remain without the 
injured Michael Lynagh and 
another Australia World Cup 
finalist, Tony Daly, reverts to 
the replacements. However. 
Francois Pienaar starts a 
match for the first time since 
pulling a hamstring in the 
Pilkington Cup quarter-final 
in February, while Philippe 


Sella has recovered from the 
injury that forced him off 
midway through the game at 

Gloucester. 

Saracens have approached 
Br ,tol for permission to speak 
with Martin Carry, the Eng¬ 
land A flanker who captains 
Bristol, about a possible trans¬ 
fer to London. However, 
Cony still has 14 months of his 
existing contract to ful fil an d 
has played down prospects of 
a move. “I have an important 
job to do at Bristol, which is to 
help the club avoid relega¬ 
tion," he said. 

Whichever English dubs 
qualify for the Heineken Cup 
next season, the organisers, 
European Rugby Cup Ltd, still 
face hostility from France for 
their scheduled arrange¬ 
ments. Though a recent meet¬ 
ing in Dublin agreed a 1997-98 
season beginning on August 
16 and incorporating Euro¬ 
pean games during Septem¬ 
ber and October, the leading 
French clubs perceive a season 
in which their domestic 
championship is lost to sight 
for three months. 

Not only do they have 
European dub fixtures to con¬ 
tend with but the Latin Cup, 
involving France, Italy. Roma¬ 
nia and Argentina, is due to 
take place in October. How¬ 
ever, an alternative arrange¬ 
ment would see the Latin Cup 
completed by the end of Au¬ 
gust which might prove more 
acceptable. 

Nor are all the Welsh dubs 
overjoyed at the prospect of an 
eight-club elite division, which 
was agreed last weekend. 
Neath, last season's league 
champions but now perched 
perilously just above the four 
relegation places, fear for their 
development programme 
should they descend to the 
second division. 




FOOTBALL 


Monday's toe results 
FA CABLING PREWBR8WP: Leeds Ora¬ 
ted 0 Blackburn Rearers 0 
VAUXHALL CONFERENCE Hednesfad 1 
Hatoc1 

BELL'S SCOTTISH LEAGUE Bret dM- 
stort FaWrh 2 Stirling 2. 

UNBOND LEAGUE; Hrst dtvteJon: Ashton 
United 2 Eastwood T a 
lets LEAGUE Third dMsfon: Trtng 0 
Camberiey 1. 

DR MARTBVS LEAGUE Premfor dMsfon: 
Chelmsford 2 Hadtogs 2. 

SOUTH EAST COUNTIES LEAGUE: Sec¬ 
ond dMsfon: Barnet 1 Wkntaiedon 1. 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION: Rrat 
division: Bristol Royers 1 Crystal Palace 3: 


ChetoaaO Charlton 3; Luton 1 Bournemouth 
1: Quaere Park Rangers 3 Bristol City 1: 
Watford 1 Oxford United 0; Ipowlcn 1 
Brighton a 

PONTIWS LEAGUE Premier cSvfaion: 
Liverpool 3 Bhmtngham 2. Rrat division: 
Preston 1 Hudderefield 1. Second dhrMorc 
Barrukiy i Man Oty 2: Bradford 2 Brxrfoy 3; 
Carfista 1 Htfl 1 

ESSEX SENIOR LEAGUE' Premier dM- 
sion: Mold 2 Stanated 1. 

SPANISH LEAGUE Real Madrid 0 Coro- 
poMfeO 

PORTUGUESE LEAGUE Gutmoraes 0 
Boavtsta 4; Porto 3 Espfoho 0; Leca 0 
Farense 0; Manama 1 Rto Awe 0. 
ARGENTINIAN LEAGUE Color 1 Racing 
Club 1: Glmnsata de Jufoy 2 San Loranao T; 
Ptatense 1 River Plate 2 Estudanles 0 
Lotus 0: Union 2 Gtorosa y Eagnma 1: 


Rosario Central 0 Huracan de Ctes 0: Boca 
Juniors 1 rsnocani Oesta 1; Barfield 0 
Independfente 2 Dsporttra Esparto! 1 
NewaffsO. 


BASFBAI1 


AMEHCAN LEAGUE Detroit 10 Minnesota 
4; Kansas Cty 6 BaMmate 5; Mtwtae S 
Tens 3; New York YarAaes 5 Anahesn 3; 
OMdand 6 Boston 2: Cleveland 8 Seattle 3. 
NATIONAL LEAGUE Colorado 13 Ondrt- 
nad 2: Los Angeles 3 New York 2 (in 15 
tnre]: San Oego 3 Pttsbur^i 2 M10 ims); 
San Francisco 4 Philadelphia 3. 


BASKETBALL 


NATIONAL ASSOCIATION (NBA]' Char- 
lode 110 Cleveland 105 (OT1: Miami 94 


Detroit 88: Chicago 128 Phladefphb 102; 
Portland 110 Denver 104; Utah 116 San 
Antonio 93. 


BOWLS 


MELTON MOWBRAY: AS England man's 
MoarchampioniliipKFoumRnatSi&n- 
ley (I Peacock. E Henry. J Leeman, C 
Patoier) bt Cyphers <P Butcher, T Happen 
M Sekler. G Smith! 20-11. Triples: Second 
round: Bentham (A Alcock) bt Darfington 
(A Ksdand) 20-12; Teignbridge [J WkMwti) 
bt North Wtasham (U Ward) 22-2 South 
Forest (J Mat) at South Shwfds (R Dykos] 
22-9: Towertands (R Howad) bt Luton (J 
Afen) 18-14; Desborough bt Preston 20-12 
FottesWiebtHw Rivera 29-6: Wngsthwpe 
bt Richardsons 16-12 Blackpool Borough 
bt March 25-13 




By Robert Sheehan, bridge correspondent 

The text books advise making passive leads against No-Trump 
slams. But there is more of a case for an aggressive lead when 
there is evidence that both dummy and declarer have long suits. 
What would you lead from the West hand in the auction below? 


Dealer North Love all Robber bridge 

*AKQ 

V5 

♦ A7 

4 A QJ 87 65 

*1083 
V1098762 
• 932 
4 K 

• 642 
VKQJ3 
♦KQJ86 
410 


* J97 5 
»A4 
*1054 
49432 



W N_ E _8 


— 2 C Pass 3D 

Pares 4 C Pass 4H 

Pass 4 S Pass 4 NT 

Pass 5 S Pass 6 NT 

All Pass 

Contract: Six No-trumps by South. Lead: 7 


North had an awkward open¬ 
ing bid. The problem with 
Two Clubs was well illustrat¬ 
ed by what happened — 
North-South rapidly con¬ 
sumed a lot of bidding space. 
Although his hand might 
appear too strong, North’s 
alternative was to open One 
Club. That is rarely passed 
out and in this case would 
have made it easier for North- 
South to arrive at the best spot 
of Six Diamonds. 

I was West, and South was 
Zza Mahmood. My minor-suit 
holdings were worrying — It 
was quite likely that both suits 
would run. Had I held, say, a 
small singleton dub there 
would have been a greater 
chance that my partner had a 


trick in the suit, As Zia is quite 
capable of following the same 
auction with the king of dubs 
instead of the king of hearts. I 
made the unusual (and disas¬ 
trous) lead of the ace of hearts. 

In general, giving away one 
trick is not critical when there 
are two long suits to run. But 
here, the extra heart was Zia's 
twelfth trick — he made three 
tricks in spades, three in 
hearts, five in diamonds and a 
dub. Had I led a spade. Zia 
would almost certainly have 
taken the dub finesse for one 
down. 

□ Robert Sheehan writes on 
bridge Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 


By Raymond Keene 

CHESS CORRESPONDENT 

Short’s setback 

Nigel Short, Britain's top- 
ranked player, was invited to 
the Dos Herman as tourna¬ 
ment in Spain, an assemblage 
of the worid’s elite, at short 
notice when a last-minute 
vacancy occurred. Sadly, 
Short’s lade of form became 
evident early on when he was 
comprehensively outplayed in 
the following encounter with 
Boris Gel land, the Bela¬ 
russian grandmaster. 

In the opening of this game 
Short confused two defensive 
systems and found that his 
king had inadvertently wan¬ 
dered into the firing line of a 
massed concentration of 
White forces on the right 
flank. 

Whites Boris Gelfand 
Black: Nigel Short 

Dos Hermanas, April 1997 
Ninuo-Indian Defence 


1 

d4 

NfS 

2 

C4 

e6 

3 

Nc3 

Bb4 

4 

83 

0-0 

5 

Bd3 

c5 

G 

MB 

NcS 

7 

CFO 

Bxc3 

8 

bxc3 

d6 

9 

84 

e5 

10 

d5 

Ne7 

11 

NM 

h6 

12 

f3 

QS 

13 

Nf5 

NrtB 

14 

exf5 

Bd7 

15 

Bd2 

Kg? 

16 

g4 

Rh8 

17 

Rbl 

Rb8 

18 

Kg2 

efi 

19 

34 

be 

20 

Rhl 

Nh7 

21 

0c2 

Rb7 


22 

Be3 

Qf6 

23 

H4 

gxh4 

24 

Bt2 

NqS 

25 

Rxh4 

QdB 

26 

Ftbhl 

(6 

27 

Be3 

b6 

28 

axb5 

axb5 

29 

Kg3 

botc4 

30 

Oh2 

Nf7 

31 

Bxh6+ 

Kg8 

32 

Be4 

BeB 

33 

Be3 

Rxh4 

34 

QxM 

KB 

35 

Bh6+ 

Ke7 

36 

Bg7 

Kcf7 

37 

CM6 

Bla* resigns 


Diagram of final position 
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Staffordshire 

Centenary 

The Staffordshire Centenary 
tournament pitied two teams 
of local and international play¬ 
ers against each other. Team 
A scored a total of 41 points 
while Team B scored 40 
points. 

INDIVIDUAL RESULTS: Team A 
Rowaon 6 Vi; Arakh&mla and 
Ourrtngton 6; Stfxfik sit: 8ueldey 5; 
Robert Belin 4M>: Grant 3; Jana Baffin 
2H; Andwtotl 2 Toam Eft B Laic 7; 
Arknfl and Quinn 6; Motwara 5£. H Hunt 
and Kelly 5; Cooper 3: GrirtseB 1 M; 
Richardson 1. 

□ Raymond Keene writes on 
chess Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 



By PhSip Howard 


CLASSICS 

CHAERONEA 

a. A tree nymph 

b. A battle 

c The ferryman’s wife 
OPPIAN 

a. A writer on law 

b. A town-dweller 

c. A sporting writer 


ASYNDETON 

a. Unconnected words 

b. A pause for effect 

c. A Spartan mess dub 

PEUON 

a. A javelin 

b. The Theban Band 
a A mountain 

Answers on page 46 


By Raymond Keene 

White to play. This position is 
from the game Movsisian — 
Stoll. Bad Worishofen 1997. 
Black has gambitted a piece in 
a speculative attempt to ex¬ 
pose the white king. Surpris¬ 
ingly, however, it is now White 
who scores a quick tactical 
kill. Can you see how? 

Solution on page 46 



CHURCH GRESLEY: EWIBA inter-county 
cham p ionship: Final: Narthanptenshue bt 
Middesex 13064 {Rink scores: Northamp¬ 
tonshire skips first: G Fitzgerald 20 S White 
19: M Johnson 19 P Launders 24: E Payne 
18 E Logan 11; V Wade 33 I Foote 12 Z 
Etekir 18 B Hurst 13: M Gesrey 22 A Rrflpot 
151. 

D04EFWR, Ammanford: ABbngM Bator 
Water team championship: Final: 
Pontcarvn bt Oxwich 88-65 Ffrk scores 
IPonicanna skips first): H Wason 18 J Woe 
18 , N Ccflea 20 N Wiliams 17; S Jadtson 26 
M Matthews 15; J Webby 25 C Taylor IS. 


CRICKET 


Fourth Test match 

West Indies v India 

ANTIGUA {fourth day of (he; Weal Indies 
non toss; Vlfesf fodfes have scored 252 lor 


seven agansi India 

WEST INDIES: First tonhgs 

5 L Campbell run oul .. ..10 

5 C WWams c Tendulkar b Kixuviia .... 0 
S Chsnderpaul c Unman b Kumble.... 24 

8 C Lara c Monqte b Prasad .103 

CL Hooper cAzhauddm b Joshi 26 

RIC Holder c Mongia b Kumble.56 

TC O Browne not oul . -.4 

I R Btfoop c Dravid b Joshi ... 17 

Extras (to 5. nto j) .. 12 

Total (7 wMs)-252 


FALL OF WICKETS- 14). 2-32, 3-40, 4-82. 
5424. 6-230. 7-252 

C E L AmbroM, F A Rose and "CA Wateh to 
bar 

BOWLING: Prasad 19-4-43-1: KuuvBa 
17-1-50-1; Kumbte 31-13-86-2. Josti 1&3- 
6-64-2 Ganguly 30-24-0. 

INDIA: V V S taxman, A D Jadeja, R S 
Drawl. *S R TandUkar. S C GangiJy. M 
Asharuddto. S Joshi. IN R Mongo. A R 
Kumbte, A KuruuWo. B K V Pracad 
Umpires- S A Buchnor (West Indies) and 
B C Cootay [Sn Lankal 

Sharjah Cup 

Sri Lanka v Zimbabwe 

SHARJAH [TjmbatMQ won toss). 3m 
babwe bear Sti Lanka by 50 runs 


ZIMBABWE 

G W Flower tow b Katpage ... .. 28 

C B Wtahart c Mahanama 

b Pudywkumara. 0 

tA Flower c Chandana b Kalpago . 42 
P A Strang c Tlteheratm b Kaipaga .... 11 
*A D R Campbefl c Atapattu 

b Muralgharan.30 


G J WNdal c and b Murafitharan .44 

D P Wljoen si Kaluwithgrarta b Chandana22 
H H Streak c Mahanama b Chandana .14 

E A Brandos not out...2 

AWhAtafi bwbS AdeSfiva.. 3 

E Mstambanadzo c Mahanama 

bSAdeSAra. 1 

Extras (to 2 w 3, rib 1}-- ... 6 

Total___203 

FALL OF WICKETS: 1-3, 2-68. 3-73. 4-91, 

5-157,6-164.7-197,8-198.9-201. 
BOWLING-Pushpakumara 7-0-34-1; S A do 
Siva 65-0-12-2 KaJpage 9-1-38-3. 
Murafltearan 100-39-2. Atapattu 90-41-0; 
Oundana 80-37-2 

SRI LANKA 

R S Mahanama c and b Strang- 42 

tfl S KaLmWiarana c Streak 

b Maumbanadzo .. 4 

M S Atapattu run out. . ... 14 

PAdeSDvacGWFlowerbBrandes .32 

*A Ranatunga c A Flower b Strang .0 

H P Tlletaraine c Wjcen b G J Wrvttal .36 
R S Kalpage c Matambanadza 

bARWhttal. 7 

U U Chandana bAHWhlttafl.0 

M □ Muraatharan b Sneak.1 

K R Pushpakumara not out.2 

S A de Siva fcw b Streak - 0 

Extras {bl. Ib2. w 11. nbl) .„_15 

Total -153 

FALL OF WICKETS: 1-14. 2-59. 309, 409. 
5-131,6-148, 7-149. 8-151. 9-151 
BOWLING- Brandes 60-24-1. Matam- 
banadro 5-1-18-1: Streak 8.1-2-12-2 
7-3-16-2: GJWhrttaB 100-42-1; AH 
100-38-2 
Man of the match' G J Whtttafl 
Umpires: C J Mtcniey [South Atnca) and 
S Drama (New Zealand). 

KUALA LUMPUR: ICC Trophy (50 overs)- 
Semt-finaJ: Bangladesh 243-7 (Khaled 
Mashud 70. Arm nut Islam 57] v Scotland. 
Match delayed due to ram 


CYCLING 


LEGAZPIA. Spain: Tour of Basque Coun- 
try: Flret stage (Logazpia to Legaipia. 138 
km)- 1. G Wssagka tit Mepefl 3hr 15rrun 
33eec: 2. S Hcutot (Frj. 3. F Casagrande 
pt). 4, D Robeffin (It); 5. J Aetata (Sp): 6. M 
Boogerd (Ho*) all same lime. 


GOLF 


BERKHAMSTED TROPHY: Final scores: 
143: P Streeter 73,70.144: J Rose 74.70. L 
Donald 72. 72.147: G Wotetenhokne 72. 
75.14ft S Jarman 71.77: B Mason 75. 73. 
R Bnrwy 77. 71 149: M Briggs 70. 72. A 
W3ftiwngtr1 75. 74 



; ; ;:TODAys FIXTURES: 


FOOTBALL 
Ktefc-off 7.30 unless stated 
European Cup 
Semi-finata, first lege 

Ajax v Juvantus. _ 

Borussla Dortmund v Man Uld. 

FA Calling Premiership 

Coventry v Chelsea (7 4&). 

Dertjyv Southampton [7.4S] . 

Everton v Leicester (7.45) . 

Shefl Wed v Tottenham (7.45) . 

West Ham v Mlddesbraucfi (7.451 . 

Wimbledon v Aston Villa (7 45) 
Nationwide Lrague 
First division 

Charton v Huddersfield (7.45) ... 

Manchester CBy v Bolton (7 45). 

West Bromwich v Crystal Palace (7 45] 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE: Premier dMsion: 
Newport AFC v Atherstone (7.45). 

v BaMocfi (745). Miasnd 
SK": D: Bands T v 

fo s * am K VS , Rugby v Bedwonh. Southern 
dhtelgn: Beshley v Heuanl 

UNjBONP LEAGUE: Premier division: 
Bishop Auckland v Hyde Boston v La*. 
KrtowsnyvRunoom 

lets LEAGUE Premier dMsIon: Harrow v 

S^^P sSKntord Second duMont Metro¬ 
politan fetes v Bedford T Third dMsfon- 
RackwoH Heath v Hariow. Lewes v 
lOngabity. 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION: Fret 
dvfctom Bournemouth v Swansea (2X0; 
Brtgtticnv Cania (2 0); MAwaBv Tottenham 
JZ-ffl: Southampfon v Crystal Palace (« 
St ap tevwod. Ma rehwo od ) League Cun; 
VytmUodon v Chford United (arPfciGgh Law. 

PONTWS LEAGUE Premier dMsfon: 
B&cttMn V OWhom (70); Nofflrtffom 
Forest v Leeds (70). First dhristar: Parr Valo 
v Swderiand Jt.O) Second dvtekre 
Bradford v York (7X1); Shrewsbury v Qlmsby 
(7X1); Stockport v Bernafoy (6.45), Wrertom 
y Caflsle (7 0). ThW dMsfon; Ctestafeti v 
Wated (70): Doncaster v Chewier (7.01: 
RochtMe v.Uncotn (7 C?; Wigan w Dartngtai 
(7-0) 

GftBERT LEAGUE OF WALES: Cenwos 

Bay v WdshpooL Ebbw Vale v Elhton Parry. 

WWSTQNLEAD KENT LEAGUE: First 
dvfslon: Shsppay v Fawreham 
SCREWHX DIRECT LEAGUE: Premier 
dMsfon: Bndretoo v Caine. 

PRESS 8 JOURNAL MGHLAND LEAGUE- 
Cove v Deverenwde. Elgin v Budoa TNMte: 


Ferres Mecharacs 1 Lossiemouth: Hath v 
Fraserburgh; Nam County v Wick Academy 
MINERVA SOUTH MIDLANDS LEAGUE: 
Premier dtvt*xi; Brache Sparta v Bucking¬ 
ham Athtabc; Toddfogten v London Colnoy 
ENDSLEK3H MIDLAND COMBINATION; 
Premier dMsfon: Mex KA v David Lfoyti. 
HELLENIC LEAGUE: Premier dMsfon: 
Mghwonh v Abir^don United: Wantage v 
Krtbury. 

OLD BOYS LEAGUE: Premier dMsfon; Old 
Aloystara vOfd IgnaUans 
FEDEHATION BREWERY NORTHERN 
LEAGUE- RretdMston: Croak vBedSngton 
Traitors: WIHby v RTM NeweasBe. 

NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE First 
tfvtefartOavwnv HoNor Old Boys: Proscot 
Cables v Kldsgnwo. 

BANKS'S BREWERY LEAGUE: Premier 
cflvtatofi: Lye Town v BrMcy HI T 
JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE: Rrsl efi- 
vtston: Ow W udi v Pct tem o u m. 
UHLSPORT UNITED COUNTIES LEAGUE 
Premier dMskm: Mlrrtees Btackstone v 
Spafoing. 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE' FM 
dvlslon: Eaaboumo Town v Sefidean. 
NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE: 
Premier dMsfon: H&fiam v Belpor Town. 

FA YOUTH CUP: SerrO-Onal, first lag: Luton 
v Leeds. 

RUGBY UNION 
Couegs Chibs Champiorahip 
Rrst dvtsion 

riatequina v Saracens (7.30). 

Four dMafan south 
Wssion-Guper-Mara v Hertlay (7 30] . . 
Walsh League 
Second dvbion 

Abertteryv Cross Keys (70). 

RUGBY LEAGUE 
Second division 

Leigh v Brantey (7 30) . . 

ALLIANCE CHAMPIONSHIP: St Hrfais v 
Leeds 

OTHER SPORT 

BOWLS: Al England man's Indoor 
chsifofonshfoG (a Mctan Mowbray). 
SPEEDWAY: Speedway Star Cup: Kme'q 
Lynn v Eastbourne (745); Poole v Paw- 
taiouph (7 301. Premier League Knockout 
Cup: Fkl v Otasgcw (730);long Eaton v 
Reading (7 30) 


ICE HOCKEY 


NATIONAL LEAGUE (NHL)' Hanford 4 
Buffalo 2: Montreal 2 New York Islanders 1: 
New York Rangera 3 Philadelphia 2; Dallas 
2 Phoentt 2 (OT): Vancouver 3 San Joss 2 


RUGBY FIVES 


ALLEYN'S SCHOOL: National doubles 
cham pi on sh ip s: Quarter-finals: W Enstone 
and N Roberts bt A Rew and J Hughes 15-2, 
15-4; P Atkmsan and N Austin bt P 
cf Ancona and B Tabemer 11-15.15-9.15- 
4: B Hanlon and H Buchanan bt R Carr and 
P Bishop 15-5,16-15:1 Fuller and D Hebden 
btRGuthne and R Nagy 15-3.15-10. Semi- 
finoix Enstone and Roberts bt Atkinson 
and Austin 15-2.15-4: Fuller and Hebden bt 
Hanlon and Buchanan 15-4. 15-3 FrnaL 
Enslcne and Roberts btFider end Hebden 
15-10.15-4. 

BEDFORD MODERN SCHOOL: National 
over-55 championships: Singles: Semi¬ 
finals: A Hughes bt B ASdnson 15-7: J 
Damson btGPngmara 15-3 Final: Denison 
bt Hughes 11-2. ii-O Doubles (round 
robin): 1, Denison and C Arnold 55prs. 2. 
ABdnson and J Robertson 54; 3. Prtgmore 
and J Cooper 53 


RUGBY UNION 


ENGLAND COLTS (v Welsh Youth al Iffiey 
Road, Oxford. Apr* 12): R Hartley 
(ffowcaatiei. L Lloyd (Leto«tan, S 
Broddehuret (Loughborough University). J 
Prtlchard (Batn). 0 Cohan INottinrtfircin); 
J Brown (Coventryl. p ftch a rds (London 
tosh): S Trethewey (Devorpart Sendees). A 
Long (Bath, captain), P Seymour (Harro¬ 
gate), P Buxton (Cheltenham), J 
Wmterbottom (Wasps). T Butter [Leices¬ 
ter), L Moody lueicester), P Oqdvto (Sara¬ 
cens) Reptacaments: R Jadraon (Bed¬ 
ford). G Samuels (Bath), R PeSow (Bath). 
M Karan (Peraynj, C Coffins (Gtaucesteri. 
E Webb (Leiceder). R Beattie iNewcastto) 


SAILING 


BT GLOBAL CHALLENGE: Fourth leg 
(Sydney to Cape Tram, posflrana a 
14B2GMT yaaerdav. with mtes la Cape 
Town)- I. Group 4 74. 2. Concert 78. 3. 
TosNba Wave Warrior 105: 4. Oynnwcial 
Union 187; 5. Save The Chridron 220: 5. 
Motorola 226; 7. Global Toamworh 305: B. 


3Com 347; 9, Ooaan Rover 423:10, Time & 
Tide 459; 11. Nuclear Etearic 498: 12. 
Courtauids Internatwnal 681; 13, Heath 
Insured II 711; 14. Pause To Remember 
741 


SPEEDWAY 


N PI PREMIERSHIP: Second leg; Wotver- 
hampton 58 (MKatoson -14, P Karisson 12) 
Peterborough 32 (J Crump 11. K Talixn 121. 
Woiraharrpton win 93-87 on aggregate. . 
PREMIER LEAGUE CUP: Exeter 40 IL 
Lanham 12. M Coles 10) Long Eaton 50 (M 
Dixon 15. J Bktas 11. C Sfonehavwr 11): 
Reading 53 [G Cunningham 15, P Pickering 
12. L Richardson 11. D Mufiett 10] Arena 
Essex 37 (T Pratt 15. TPalmet 7). 


TENNIS. 


HONG KONG: Men's tournament Fist 
round: D Vac* (Cz) bt A Valkov (Russ) 6-4, 
7-6, M Rosser (S«Cl bt N Kwter (Ger) 6-2, 

6- 2: J Gtmelstob (US) bt H Hatm (Sw<?i 1-6. 

7- 6. 6-2. 

ESTORIL Man's tournament Ffet round; 
F Ctavet (Sp) bt A Gaudenzl (It) 3^6. 6-3, 
6-2: R Frambera (Aus) bt A Vomea (Ftoml 

4- 6. 61 6-2: F Foroang (Fr) bl M K GMner 
(Ger) 7-5.7-5: F Manffita (Spl bt R Carrelero 
(Sp) 6-3. 6-1. 

MADRAS: Men's tournament First round: 
A Ftodutescu (Gar) bt G McHomura (Japan) 

5- 7.6-4. 6-4; A Ravel (Rom) bl J Guimard 
|Fn 6-3.3-6.7-6:0 DelaTre (Fi) bt J Wnntnk 
(Hull) 0^, 6-2. B-4 

AMELIA ISLAND, Fforida: Women's tour¬ 
nament: First round; R Dragorrtr |Rom) bt 
D ChtadKova (Cz) ft4. 6-2: A Qoetza (SA) 
bl E Martincova (Cz) 7-5, 8-1. M 
WtfngBrtner (Ger) bt J Stock (Ruas) 7-5. 

6- 3. Shr-TVig Warn (Taiwan) bt M Sema 
(Sp) 4-6.6-2, 6-1; H Nagy«3va (Sfovaha) bl 
E Makarova (Beta) 6-1. 6-4: A Grossman 
(US) bt P Langreva (CzJ 6-2. 64; F Labai 
(Arp) bt K Kscnvrendl (Auatna) 6-3. 6-1. C 
FMwi (US) bt B Partus (Austral 6-4.7-6; S 
KJeaiova (Czj bl B Fuloo VBIeta (Am) 5-7.6- 
4. 6-0; P Hv-Boulais (Can) bt R McOulfian 
(Aus) 4-6. 62. 6-1. J Kniqw (Rusd bl P 
Schnyder (Switzi 7-6. 5-7. 6-4. B Sctwo 
lAusbia) bt C Moranu (Rom) 6-4, 8-1. R 
Zrutoakova (Sfovakra) bt I Gorrochategui 
»rgl 6-4. 6-3: J Capriati (US) bl C Cristea 
(Roml 7-6. 6-2; S Farina (») bt M Maroska 
(Austria) 7-5. 7-fi. A Mauraamo (Fr) bt G L 
Garcia (Spl 4-6. 7-6. 6-2 
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MFM MPIONS CUPACTION 


wn BOR. DORTMUND 1V5 DRAW MAN.UTD.5/2 

Kick-off 7.30pm, Live on 17V 


CORRECT score 


5/1 BOR. DORTMUND 1-0 
7/1 BOR. DORTMUND 2-1 
5/1 DRAW 1 . 1 

IB/1 DRAW 2-2 


°ttter scores 


7/1 MAN.UID. 1-0 
12/1 MAN. UTD. 2-0 
12/1 MAN. HID. 2-1 
40/1 MAN. UTD. 3-1 


on request 


FIRST COALSCORFR 


5/1 RIEDLE(B) 

6/1 SOLKSJAER(M) 
7/1 CANTONA (M) 
8/1 TANKO (B) 

Owngoa bdono,^ 


10/1 IUIOLUER (B) 
11/1 BECKHAM (Mj 
14/1 GIGGS (M) 
20/1 BUTT CM) 
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uir k Hodkinson traces the great divide between Wimbledon and Halifax Town 

Twilight world of the Crazy Gang’s cousins 


T 


Ihejighr is an. but nobody 
seems to be at home. There 
are random signs of life, if 
they pass as such — two 
vehicles in the car park and a stack 
of empty milk crates by the main 
"We. in thl greundH 
solitary figure in an anorak jabs the 

SLOP a pitchfork - He poiliS 

a P 003 ^ cabin at the 
there?" H™^ d ' " You *y 


m 


he says. 

! J^ S 8r ? y ’ no ? de scripr structure is 
die last piece of England to remain 
forever Halifax Town. It is just a few 
yards from the pitch where the club 
has played for the past 75 years. 

, Touching distance almost, except 
! | touching is not allowed, outside of a 
lew hours every other Saturday. The 
pitch, the stands, the dressing- 
rooms and everything within the 
natural amphitheatre belongs to the 
local council. Halifax Town are 
^rangers on home ground. Calder- 
dafe Council settled the club’s debts 
of £375.000 in a straight swap for a 
ease of the football ground formerly 
known as The Shay. 

Halifax a re, of course, not the only 
football dub without a ground to 
call their own. Wimbledon, most 
famously, have managed extraordi¬ 
narily well without a home, and this 
is highly appropriate, for the clubs 
have a special kind of kinship. They 
are the football equivalent of twin 
towns and the link goes back almost 
two decades, to a time when they 
were equals. 

Jj> On Saturday, August 20. 1977, 
they met in the old fourth division. 
Wimbledon, after several gallant FA 
Cup runs, had replaced Workington 
in the league while, for Halifax, it 
was business as usual as they 
embarked upon their 47th league 
season. An open game ended 3-3. By 
virtue of beginning with the letter 
“H". Halifax were placed above 
Wimbledon in the table. They would 
never be so dose again. 

While Wimbledon prepare to take 
on Chelsea in the FA Cup semi-final 
on Sunday, Halifax, who lost their 
league status' in 1993, are battling 
against relegation from the 
Vauxhail Conference. 

The chasm between the clubs cuts 
J deep. Halifax have three full-time 
members of staff while Wimbledon 
have a squad recently valued at £50 
million. Wimbledon’s record sign¬ 
ing is Ben Thatcher, at £1.8 million, 
while Halifax’s is lan Juryeff, at 
£50,000. Wimbledon are going all 
our for the FA Cup and Europe, 
Halifax are all out for survival. 

What has happened to cause these 
former footmen of the fourth divi¬ 
sion to have such diametrical for¬ 
tunes? The simplistic response 
would be finance: Wimbledon have 
had it Halifax have not “That's not 
true," a Wimbledon spokesman 
said. “We might have a few bob 



Twenty years ago 
they were equals. 
Now the gulf 
goes from Wembley 
to the Shay 


Hammara has masterminded Wimbledon’s rise from obscurity, but Worthington, right, can only wait for Halifax Town’s salvation 


now, but we didn’t for a long time.'’ 
The spokesman asks not to be 
named TSam doesn’t like us talking 
too much."). Sam, of course, is Sam 
Hammam, the Wimbledon manag¬ 
ing director. “In Sam we have got 
someone who was like Churchill in 
die war.” the spokesman continues. 
“He has his own little gurus who he 
consults, but he makes decisions 
without going through lots of ruddy 
committees." 

The choice of personnel at Wim¬ 
bledon has always been inspired. 
From John Fashanti to Joe Kinnear, 
from Vinnie Jones to Dave Bassett, 
the dub has sought the charismatic. 
“There’s also a lot of continuity here. 
People stick around, especially be¬ 
hind the scenes, for much longer 
than they do at most clubs. Sam has 
also believed in investing in players 


before anything else. We’ve always 
had a brilliant youth policy." 

Continuity has not been Halifax 
Towns forte. They had 23 managers 
in the period between the Second 
World War and their demotion. 
Halifax did, however, have their 
own successful youth policy and 
this, for a long period, ensured that 
bills were paid more or less on time. 

Pete Barrow covered their affairs 
for the Halifax Evening Courier 
during the twilight years of their 
league career. He believes that the 
disintegration of their youth pro¬ 
gramme precipitated relegation. 
"The juniors were a good team. Bill 
Ayre Jthe Halifax manager from 
19S6 to 1990] knew everyone ai the 
club and made them feel like they 
belonged. - he said. 

Ayre’s replacement, Jim McCal- 


liog. concentrated on experienced 
professionals and this formula was 
further endorsed by his replace¬ 
ment, John McGrath, who dis¬ 
solved the youth team. Many 
Halifax fans saw this as a near- 
mortal blow. 

In their final league season, with 
games running out. Halifax ap- 
4 pointed their physiotherapist. Mick 
1 Rathbone. as team manager. “It was 
an Inspired choice," Barrow said. 
“The players loved him to bits and 
he brought a real backs-to-the-wall 
attitude." Unfortunately. Rathbone 
was perhaps too dose to the players, 
and some insiders felt that he was 
reluctant to take the substantive 
action required. 

Halifax Town's final Football 
League game was against Hereford 
United on May 8.1993. They needed 


to win but lost 1-0. the goal scored by 
a former Halifax player, Derek 
Hall. ‘1 couldn’t miss," Hall lament¬ 
ed. Wycombe Wanderers were pro¬ 
moted from the Conference and 
Halifax duly moved to semi-profes¬ 
sional status, “I suppose you could 
say Halifax have found their level in 
a way.” Barrow said. A ground that; 
in 1953. packed in nearly 37,000 for 
an FA Cup fifth-round tie against 
Tottenham Hotspur now regularly 
holds less than 1.000. 

Barrow, a Barnsley supporter, is 
allowed this secular view, but to the 
fanatical, this assumption of a 
“rightful place” is anathema. Dave 
Worthington, the commercial man¬ 
ager. is one of three generations of 
his family who has worn the blue 
and white of Halifax as a player. "I 
just stood there devastated the day 


we went out," he said. “A lot of 
people were crying. We all went out 
for a few drinks afterwards, like you 
do in those situations." 

The Shay, at least by name, is no 
more. When the round! acquired 
the lease, it became Calderdale 
Sports Stadium, though few refer to 
ft as such. Derek Newiss. the dub 
secretary and former chairman of 
the supporters' dub, obliges with a 
guided lour. He has an extremely 
dry humour and a pladd tempera¬ 
ment; perhaps the ideal demeanour 
for a Halifax devotee. 

The offices have the scuffed wall¬ 
paper and dgarette-end shabbiness 
of a taxi rank. The directors’ box 
("Well, we call it that*} is a collection 
of breeze-blocks at the back of the 
stand. Foam is taped to the support¬ 
ing joists above the wooden seats to 
reduce the risk of a sore head. The 
decor throughout is a surreal mix¬ 
ture of styles and ages: doors 
containing bubbly, frosted glass 
from the Sixties lead to dressing- 
rooms with shiny wooden panelling, 
evoking the Thirties. 

Optimism, the curse of the foot¬ 
ball fanatic, is still alive amid the 
decay. The heart still beats. Plans 
have been drawn up for Halifax 
Blue Sox, Town^ rugby league¬ 
playing neighbours, to move in. The 
youth structure is also back in place. 
“I took this job, thinking that we 
would get back in the league, and 1 
still think that," Worthington said. 
“Someone will come along eventual¬ 
ly and invest in the dub." 

The link with Wimbledon contin¬ 
ues. consolidated by the efforts of 
Robert Holmes, an estate agent with 
a shop in Wimbledon Village, who 
has supported Halifax Town for 35 
years. He holds an annual fund¬ 
raising party and the most recent 
was attended by Kinnear. “Joe and 
the boys are always keen to support 
ir," Holmes said. “They’ve never 
forgotten their roots and I dunk they 
genuinely hold a lot of affection for 
Halifax Town.” 

At some point this week, Wimble¬ 
don's fax machine will shudder into 
life and proffer the usual good-luck 
messages from Halifax Town. "We 
always refer to ourselves as ‘ycnir 
northern supporters’ dub’," Newiss 
said. The Wimbledon dream has 
come true and could once again 
embrace a visit to Wembley. The 
wait continues for Halifax 


Robson ready to step forward 


By Peter Baju. 

JN THE course of the next 
eight days, Middlesbrough 
have an FA Cup semi-final at 
Old Trafford and a Coca-Cola 
Cup final replay at Hills¬ 
borough to look forward to. 
The FA Carling Premiersliip 
visit to Upton Park tonight 
appears to be mundane in 
comparison, but it may be the 
most important game of the 
three. 

While Middlesbrough were 
slogging it out with Leicester 
City at Wembley on Sunday in 
the" Coca-Cola Cup final that 
ended in deadlock at 1-1, 
Coventry City's win at Anfield 
dragged the Teesside club 
back into the bottom three of 
the Premiership. Although 
ihev have the games in hand 
to get dear of trouble by their 
own efforts, they must trans¬ 
late cup form into league 
performances if they are to 
survive. Five out of their 
remaining seven league 
games are away from home. 

"There was a real buzz when 
the players trained on Mon¬ 
day morning after the Wem¬ 
bley disappointment,” Biyan 
Robson, die Middlesbrough 
manager, said. "Nobody 
wants a rest, they’re all trying 
to impress me to ger into the 


so many matches is lhai 
players do not have time to 
recover from knocks and 
that’s when you get serious 
injuries." 

Their programme is begin¬ 
ning to take its toll, with 
Pearson, Fleming, Emerson, 
Stamp and Beck.all nursing 
injuries. So too is Fabrizto 
Ravanelli. who is struggling 
with an Achilles tendon prob¬ 
lem and who may be missing 
this evening, although if sur¬ 
gery is needed to repair the 
damaged tendon, it is likely to 
be delayed until the end of the 
season. 

Yesterday. Robson revealed 
that he was preparing for a 
return to the fray himself in 



cup-ti«, but the danger with Robson: comeback 


the last week of the season as 
the injury Jtsr lengthens. "I'm 
nor rh inking abom playing in 
a final, but what is in my mind 
is to play in league matches so 
that I can rest players.” he 
said. 

West Ham also have prob¬ 
lems, with Dicks and Moncur 
suspended and Williamson. 
Ferdinand and Breacker in¬ 
jured. Sieve Lomas makes his 
debut in midfield after moving 
to Upton Park from 
Manchester City. Six weeks 
ago, they looked one of the 
hottest candidates for relega¬ 
tion, but the arrival of Paul 
Kitson and John Hartson has 
produced goals and an escape 
route. 

Leicester are more comfort¬ 
ably placed, but the)’ still need 
a point or two for safety. 
Tonight, they take their tired 
limbs and high morale to 
Goodison Park, where Ever- 
ton are in danger of joining the 
scrap to avoid relegation. Mid¬ 
dlesbrough may be short of 
bodies. West Ham were short 
of goals, but Evenon are 
desperately short of both. The 
injury list worsened after Sar¬ 
urday. with Unsworth and 
Barmby both doubtful, while 
Short and Parkinson missed 
training yesterday. 

"We are in a situation where 
whoever is available gets a 


game at the moment," Dave 
Watson, the caretaker player- 
manager, said, “I’d love this 
problem other managers seem 
to have of trying to decide who 
to leave our.” 

Evenon's problem is that 
those who do play, do not 
score. They have netted only 
one goal, by Ferguson, from a 
recognised striker in their 
past seven games. Ferguson 
has managed eight Premier¬ 
ship goals all season and 
Barmby just four. “We’ve 
been short on goals,” Watson 
said, "and right now I’d be 
happy for them to come from 
anyone, bur ir's true we 
haven't had a prolific 20- 
goals-a-seasun man here 
since Gary’ Lineker.” 

Derby too need, at most, a 
couple of wins to be safe and 
they could take a big step 
tonight against Southamp¬ 
ton, who return to the East 
Midlands after giving them¬ 
selves hope at Nottingham 
Forest on Saturday. South¬ 
ampton do score goals, but 
they concede them with equal 
alacrity. Derby's main prob¬ 
lem might be the Manchester 
United syndrome — the 
theory is that lesser teams 
who beat United put so much 
effort into the achievement 
that they become easy meat 
for rheir next opponents. 


McStay fights for fitness as 
Celtic prepare for semi-final 


PAUL McSTAY, the Celtic 
captain, may miss the 
Tennents Scottish Cup semi¬ 
final against Falkirk on Satur¬ 
day, die game dubbed the 
most important of the season 
by the club’s manager. Tom¬ 
my Bums. 

"McStay, the midfield ful¬ 
crum of Bums’s team, is 
receiving intensive treatment 
on the groin injury that forced 
him to limp off early on in 
Saturday’s draw with Kaith 
Rovers and Bums admitted 
yesterday. "There is definitely 
a doubt over him." 

Phil O’Donnell is also 
doubtful, but Bums said that 
he should recover from an 
injury to his heel in time to 
play and he stressed the 
importance of both players’ 
availability. "It has become a 
mega game for us.” he said. 
"The reason to be with a big 
club is to get involved in big 
games. We had to win a big 
game against Rangers to get 
into this one and we want to 
take foil advantage of that. 

“The players deserve it for 
their level of consistency. In 
most other countries, they 
would have a lot more to show 


By Our Sports Staff 

far it. but here there is another 
learn called Rangers who have 
been even more consistent. We 
applaud them for that, but it 
should also motivate us.” 

Brighton will challenge the 
Football Association over the 
two-point deduction made 
after a pitch invasion at the 
club's home game against 
Lincoln City on October l. In a 
statement, the directors of the 
dub five points adrift at the 
bottom of the Nationwide 
League third division said the ■ 
punishment was, and re¬ 
mains, unfair. The dub will 
take action through arbitra¬ 
tion under the Fa's rules or 
take the FA to court. 

Brighton were docked the 
points in December, having 
gone into this season with a 
three-point suspended sen¬ 
tence hanging over them in 
the wake of the riot that 
caused the home match 
against York City to be aban¬ 
doned last April. The dub’s 
appeal against the sentence 
was turned down in February. 

Paul Peschisolido, the West 
Bromwich Albion striker, is 
considering retirement from 
the Canada national team 


after he was sent off in a 
World Cup qualifying tie 
against El Salvador on Sun¬ 
day. Peschisolido was so 
ashamed after being dis¬ 
missed during Canada’s 0-0 
draw that he felt the best way 
to make amends was to resign 
from the squad. 

In a statement. Peschisolido 
said that he did not speak to 
the media after the matdt 
because he was "both angry 
and embarrassed". “1 under¬ 
stand that I have let my team 
and my manager down and l 
deeply regret the sending-off 
incident," he said. 

Peschisolido has been sent 
off three times while playing 
for Canada. His expulsion on 
Sunday means he is automati¬ 
cally suspended for Canada's 
next game in the Concacaf 
zone qualifiers, which is 
against Jamaica on April 
27. 

Trevor Morley, the Reading 
top scorer with 23 goals this 
season, will be out of action for 
up to six months after being 
told he needs surgery on the 
knee ligaments that he dam¬ 
aged against Barnsley on 
Easter Monday. 


Ajax offer 
brave face 
on threat 
posed by 
Juventus 

By Our Sports Staff 

THE European Cup semi¬ 
final between Ajax Amster¬ 
dam and Juventus tonight pits 
the 1995 and 1996 champions 
against each other and offers a 
repeat of last year’s final The 
sides were .then evenly bal¬ 
anced. with Juventus only 
claiming the Cup on penalties. 
This year, though. Juventus 
appear to hold the trump 
cards. 

Even in Holland, many 
doubt whether Ajax can ex¬ 
tract revenge. Last week, lari 
Litmanen. the Dutch side's 
Finland international, rated 
Juventus the best club side in 
the world, saying they ap¬ 
peared even stronger than last 
year. 

At the weekend Juventus 
appeared to prove him right 
with a 6-1 demolition of AC 
Milan, the Italian League 
champions, but, although 
Juventus start as favourites for 
the two-leg semi-final. Ajax’s 
form has improved since their 
stuttering start to the season. 
Since the winter break, they 
are unbeaten in Europe and 
have a 100 per cent record in 
the Dutch League. 

Louis van Gaal. the coach, is 
upbeat about his side’s pros¬ 
pects and believes Ajax are 
fresher and sharper than 
when they lost last year’s final. 
“If there is one team in the 
world that can beat Juventus. 
then it is us,” he said. 

The Turin team’s only prob¬ 
lem is the fitness of Alen 
Boksic. the Croat, who has a 
muscle strain. However, the 
return of Didier Deschamps 
should be adequate compen¬ 
sation. 

Marcello Lippi, the 
Juventus roach, was expected 
to confirm a front-line pairing 
of Nicola Amoroso and 
Christian Vieri, recently 
capped by Italy. Amoroso 
replaced Boksic in the victory 
over Milan and got on the 
scoresheet. 

Ajax will probably field the 
team that came back to win a 
thrilling quarter-final second 
leg at Atletico Madrid with 
Patrick Kluivert, suspended 
for the match in Spain, now 
ruled out by injury. 

Ajax expect Kluivert to be 
out for about a month, so he 
seems certain to miss the 
return leg in Italy. Indeed, 
KJuiven. who is bound for AC 
Milan at the end of the season, 
may not play for Ajax again. 

Danny Blind, the defender, 
Marc Overmans, the midfield 
player, and Nordin Waoter 
and Dani. the strikers, are 
carrying slight injuries but 
should play. 

AS Roma yesterday dis¬ 
missed Carlos Bianchi, their 
Argentine coach, and appoint¬ 
ed Nils Liedbolm. 7*1, the 
renowned Swedish roach, to 
replace him. 

Bianchi. who had been in 
rhe job only since last sum¬ 
mer. paid for a 2-1 defeat by 
Cagliari on Sunday which left 
Roma four points adrift of a 
Uefa Cup place. 

Uedholm has been chosen 
while Roma look for a perma¬ 
nent replacement — possibly 
Giovanni Trapanoni, of Bay¬ 
ern Munich. — for next 
season. 

Uedholm took AC Milan to 
the league championship in 
1979, before guiding Roma to 
the title in J983, along with 
three Italian Cup successes 
(1980. 1981 and 1983) and a 
European Cup final in 1984 — 
lost on penalties to Liverpool. 

Uedholm said he did not 
need much persuading to re¬ 
sume the job. "I owe Roma a 
lot as a club, as a city and as 
fans. It's hard to coach in Italy 
and Phi sorry for Bianchi, who 
is a great coach and was a 
great player in his time.” 

Uedholm has had three 
previous spells as the Roma 
roach from 1973 to 1977,1979 to 
1984 and 1987 to 1989. 


CRICKET 


Scotland chasing stiff target 

From a Special Correspondent in kuala llmpi.tr 


rttich has dogged the 
»es of the ICC Trophy, 
the completion of only 
ings in yesterday’s 
Bangladesh 
a formidable 243 for 
ainst Scotland, 
idesh. coached by 
Greenidge. increased 
un-rate throughout 
10 overs, Knaiea 
and Aminul Islam 
half-centuries before 
] Nannu weighed in 
lot out from 31 toils- 
i and claim a World 
th when 

at the Kilat Club this 

, Scotland must srore 

n any other team has 

I batting second on 
kv matting P ltch fJ 
ICC had counted on 


the artificial surfaces being 
able to rope with the seasonal 
rains, they had not allowed for 
saturated ouifields such as the 
one that confronted the um¬ 
pires when they arrived at the 
ground. 

A helicopter was summoned 
to dry out the swampiest areas 
but when play got under way 
midway through the after¬ 
noon. there were still parts of 
the ground that would have 
been deemed casual water on 
a golf course. 

Scotland continued with the 
lactic of opening the bowling 
with a spinner and Ian Beven 
delivered a tidy ten overs and 
collected a couple of wickets 
for 29 runs. 

Stuart Kennedy was again 
the model of economy with his 


little medium-pacers and fig¬ 
ures of no wicket for 24 would 
have been even better but for 
11 coming off his final over. 

The game got away from 
George Salmond's team dur¬ 
ing a "third-wicket partnership 
of 115 in 25 overs between 
Mashud and Islam that 
threatened a score nearer 300 
titan 250. Bur when John 
howled Islam for 57, wickets 
fell quickly before Nannu 
raised the spirits of his team's 
2,000 supporters. 

it would be premature to 
write off such a quietly eff¬ 
icient team as Scotland, but it 
now seems likely thai they will 
have to play off against Ire¬ 
land tomorrow to deride 
which ream gets the third and 
final World Cup place. 


BOWLS 


Strong finishes see 
Bentham into final 


TONY ALLCOCK, the world 
outdoor singles champion, has 
helped his Bentham club col¬ 
leagues, Richard Shergold 
and Andy Wills, overcome a 
succession of unpromising 
starts ro reach the final of the 
national indoor triples champ¬ 
ionship (David Rhys Jones 
writesj. 

.Against Newquay, skipped 
by Tim Phillips, Bentham 
turned a 9-6 deficit into a 20-9 
victory, bur dropped the first 
seven shots against Darting- 
ton. After 11 ends, they were 
11-7 adrift and Darlington still 
led 12-11 after 13. 

A l-J-1-4-2 sequent* saw 
them home, 20-12. setting up a 
quarter-final encounter with 
Teignbridge, skipped by the 
England player, John Wyck- 


ham. Teignbridge raced into a 
9-2 lead by the sixth end, but 
All cock's men piled up 18 shots 
to Wyckham’s four over the 
next nine ends, putting them¬ 
selves almost beyond reach at 
20-13. then survived a spirited 
late rally to win 20-18. 

Patience brought its reward 
in the semi-final, too, when 
Bentham scored telling counts 
of five and four on their way to 
an 1S-I7 victory over South 
Forest 

In today’s final. Bentham 
will face Andrew Manton, lan 
Walker and Mick Sharpe, of 
Kingsthorpe. who scraped 
past Blackpool Borough, the 
1994 champions, in the quar- 
ler-final, and got home. 21-16, 
against Des borough. Maiden¬ 
head, in the semi-final. 
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TELEVISION CHOICE 


Woods plays out of a bunker during practice for the Masters yesterday. His game is well-suited to Augusta National Photograph: Blake Sell 

Woods focuses on the big issue 
rather than colour supplement 

F or Tiger woods, golfs John Hopkins, golf correspondent, on the Masters hopes . soW y,■ .And this means 

latest prodigy, the ---2-±---- he gives himself the best 

Masters is indeed spe- of a man trying tO put the game before questions of race possible chance of achieving 

dal. On the one hand, --— —-2--- the accuracy on the greens that 


F or Tiger Woods, golfs 
latest prodigy, the 
Masters is indeed spe¬ 
cial. On the one hand, 
the glorious prize of finishing 
first six months after turning 
professional is within his 
grasp because Augusta Nat¬ 
ional golf course could scarce¬ 
ly be better suited to his own 
particular talents if he had 
designed it himself On the 
other hand, the fabled dub in 
Georgia, the Deep South ofthe 
United States, until recently 
stood for racial prejudices of 
the sort that Woods, an Afro- 
Asian, found unacceptable 
and criticised in a series of 
television advertisements. 

Woods has turned golf on its 
ear since he turned profession¬ 
al last summer, winning three 
of his first nine tournaments. 
Yet nothing would compare 
with the effect a victory by 
Woods in the 61st Masters, 
which starts tomorrow, would 
have. 

It would come in an event in 
which no black golfer was 
invited to play until Lee Elder 
qualified in 1975. When he did 
so. tite caddies at Augusta 
went to the 1st tee and lined his 
path. And it would come at an 
event where, until 19S3. evety 


caddie was black, reinforcing 
every racial stereotype. 
Though to roost eyes, the 
white, wooden clubhouse and 
the flowering shrubs of Augus¬ 
ta are a thing of beauty, to 
some the dub is a place they 
could barely tolerate. 

Lee Trevino, for example, 
found Augusta so unsympa¬ 
thetic that he rarely, if ever, 
went into . the locker-room. 
Trevino, whose left-to-right 
style of play and tendency to 
hit a low bail were not suited to 
the course, would change his 
shoes before and after a round 
in his car, as if he was 
competing at a municipal 
course. 

Woods, the son of an Ameri¬ 
can father and a Thai mother, 
learnt about racial prejudice 
early when they were the only 
multiracial family in an all- 
white neighbourhood in Cali¬ 
fornia. Woods was the only 
black child in his kindergarten 
dass and older white children 
once tied him to a tree and 
taunted him. 

So there was real edge to the 



advertisements for Nike in 
which Woods appeared soon 
after turning professional. 
“There are still courses in the 
United States that I am not 
allowed to play because of the 
colour of my skin,” Woods 
said. The advertisements were 
soon withdrawn but Woods's 
point had been made. Before 
him, the successes of Elder, 
Calvin Feete, Jim Dent and 
other blacks merely height¬ 
ened the impression that golf 
was predominantly a game for 
whites who had grown up in 
American country dubs. 

Woods was asked recently 
whether Augusta National 
was one of the dubs he was 


referring to in those advertise¬ 
ments. His response was QIu- 
rainating. The hitherto relaxed 
tone of his voice changed and 
his answer was terse. “No. it's 
just another tournament to 
me," he said. "I am going to go 
over there and treat it as such. 
I'm going to go over there and 
try to win it" 

Last year Jade Niddaus said 
that Woods should win the 
Masters more times than he 
and Arnold Palmer combined, 
a total of ten. It was an 
anointing from a god and 
Woods was flattered. Though 
Woods has not broken par at 
Augusta in the six rounds he 
has played and missed the cut 
last year, he has all the 
attributes needed to cope here. 

“I hit the ball a long way 
from the tee and I hit the ball 
very high," Woods said. “You 
do nor see a lot of low-bail 
hitters doing well because the 
greens are so hard.” This 
means that Woods can play 
his approach shots to the 
greens with short irons, hit¬ 
ting the ball high so that it 


lands softly. And this means 
he gives himself the best 
possible chance of achieving 
the accuracy on the greens that 
Augusta requires. 

In practice. Woods has re¬ 
ceived advice from Fred Cou¬ 
ples. Ray FloydNiddaus and 
Palmer, former champions all. 
He has spent hours watching 
videos of past events and 
steeped himself in the tourna¬ 
ment’s history. ‘The danger 
for me is overdoing it, trying 
too hard and losing patience," 
Woods said. “But I know how 
to focus. iVe done it before." 

Nick FaJdo said it took him 
four or five years before he felt 
comfortable at Augusta. 
“There is a learning curve 
here,” he said yesterday, “ft 
takes discipline, aggression, 
caution and patience. This is 
the 1990s, the media age and 
Tiger is a phenomenon. There 
is a lot of pressure on him but 
there again he has had a lot of 
attention since he was bom." 

What a story victory by 
Woods would be. Not least 
because it would come 50 
years almost to the day after 
Jackie Robinson began play¬ 
ing Major League baseball. 
Robinson, remember, was the 
first black player to do so. 


r-: t”; ;; •• 

Answers from page 44 
CHAERONEA 

(b) In Boeotia. The scene of the defeat of the Thebans and 
Athenians by Philip of Macedon in 33SBC The battle “fatal to 
liberty” referred to in MQton’s sonnet To the Lady Margaret Ley. 
Sulla defeated Mithridates here in 868C Chaeronea was the 
birthplace of Plutarch. 

OPPIAN 

(c) Of CHhda. Author of the time of Caracalla (AD211-217) of a 
Greek didactic poem m five books, entitled Halieutica, on fish 
and fishing. Another didactic poem, in four books, on hunting 
(Cynegetico). is attributed to him. but appears to be by an author 
ofthe same name and period, but a native of Apamea in Syria. 
ASYNDETON 

(a) “Not bound together." A figure of speech in which words or 
clauses that in ordinary speech would be connected by 
conjunctions are (eft unconnected. For example. Quintilian 
quotes a lost passage from Cicero: “Quaero ab inimitis, sintne 
haec investigates aomperta, patefacta, sublata, deleter, extinaa per 
me." 

PEUON 

(c) A wooded mountain near the coast of Thessaly. According to 
Greek mythology, die giants Otns and Ephialtes piled it on top 
of Ossa, and then Ossa onto Olympus, in their attempt to get at 
the gods to overthrow them. [This was odd. since the gods lived 
on Olympus.] 


SOLUTION TO WINNING CHESS MOVE 
l RiflM exf& (1 ™ Qri6 2 Rfl is hopeless, as is I - Kxft 2 Bd4) 2 Qd7+ with a 
quick mate ag. 2 _ Oc7 3 Be6+ Ki8 4 Wifi*. 


Norman determined to atone 


GREG NORMAN said yes¬ 
terday that he wanted his 1996 
Masters collapse to be am- 
signed to history. “I know I 
gave you a pretty good story 
last year, but now I hope to 
give you a better one,” Nor¬ 
man said of his last-round 78 
that allowed Nick Faldo to win 
by five shots after Norman 
had led by six overnight 


The world No I described it 
as “the worst round of my 
life", but said it was now 
behind him and that he would 
never discuss it again. “I want 
the old story to finish after this 
interview." Norman said. "I 
created it but from now on I 
will create different issues. 

“I want to play the game the 
way I know I can. If you keep 


SPORT fN BRIEF 


thinking about your worst 
round, you'll keep playing 
rubbish, so Cm thinking about 
my great rounds. 

"I feel sorry for Nick as f 
don't think he has had the 
credit. He put in a great 
performance, put pressure on 
me and did all the right things. 
But 1 know { can Ik in that 
position again.” 


Lola move towards quick return 


__ OSCOt UOJS U4.*» 

NEW Windows version for IBM PCs EI5JXJ IZiXX) 


No credit amis. Delivery to S day*. 


LOLA, the Huntingdon-based 
motor racing team, could 
return to Formula One just 
weeks after withdrawing 
from the world champion¬ 
ship. Hie team pulled out 
before the Brazilian Grand 
Prix last month, but may be 
set for a comeback in time for 
the San Marino Grand Prix at 
Imola on April 27. 

Eric Broad! ey. the team 
manager, said yesterday that 
he was hoping to seenre a deal 
(hat would enable the cars to 
reappear. The team withdrew 
after their Ford-powered cars 
failed to quality for the Aus¬ 
tralian Grand Prix. 

Cricket Curtly Ambrose be¬ 
came only die third West 
Indian to achieve the double 


of 100 wickets and 1,000 runs 
in Tests yesterday as his side 
was bowled out for 333 just 
before lunch in Antigua on 
the fifth and final day of the 
fourth Test against India. 

India’s opening batsmen 
safely negotiated four overs 
before the interval to finish on 
three without loss. Ambrose 
joined Sir Garfield Sobers 
and Malcolm Marshall the 
West Indies coach, on the 
exclusive list 

Equestrianism: The Windsor 
International Horse Trials, 
an intermediate standard 
event that takes place from 
May 22 to 25 in Windsor 
Great Park, began a new 
phase in its 17-year history 
with die announcement of a 


three-year sponsorship con¬ 
tract with Chubb Insurance. 
The sponsorship, announced 
by the Princess Royal the 
president of the trials, has 
enabled the organisers to 
make significant changes to 
the cross-country course. 

Tennis: Richard Krajicek, the 
Wimbledon champion from 
Holland, beat Tomas Nydahi, 
of Sweden, in straight sets on 
his return after injury in the 
fiat round of a men’s tourna¬ 
ment in Madras yesterday. 

Motor ceding: Cart Fogarty, 
the former world superbike 
champion, was quickest cm 
the opening day of a two-day 
test at the Misano circuit, in 
Italy, yesterday. 


A very natural selection 


Seven Wonders of the World 
BBC2.7.00pm 

Playing the wonders game tonight is Richard 
Dawkins, the Oxford biologist and expert on 
evolution. Sue Lawley introduces him as a 
controversial figure, whose fluency and darity has 
been mistaken lor intellectual arrogance. Bur there 
is little that is contentious in either his choice of 
wonders or his justifications for them. 
Unsurprisingly, evolution bulks large. He says he 
would have chosen natural selection as one of his 
seven, had it not already appeared in the senes. 
Instead, he makes do with two exceptional 
evolutionary examples, the web of the spider and 
the ear of the bat Man-made wonders include 
digital codes and the parabolic reflector in giant 
telescopes. Dawkins steps aside from science to 
celebrate die fast and nimble fingers of the concert 
pianist and to pay homage to that great 
communicator. Sir David Attenborough. 

Black Britain 

BBCZ, 730pm 

Soon Sherrin was a talented young performer 
whose career embraced West End theatre (Cats 
and the lead role in Fame), playing in the Royal 
Variety Show with Gene Kelly and joining Esther 
Ran Gen’s team on Thors Life. But a year ago his 
body was dragged from the Thames. He was 23 
and although the inquest returned an open verdict, 
it seemed that he had been driven by mental illness 
to end his life. As Rianna Scipio’s report shows, 
Sherrin suffered because he was black bur not in 
the usual way. As a baby he was adopted by white 
parents and the film suggests that because of this 
he was never accepted in the black community. To 
them he was not black enough. He also had his CU 
of prejudice from whites. It is a deeply tragic story, 
tola with sadness and compassion. 

Home Front 
BBCZ. 830pm 

You could call it Blue Peter for grown-ups, for not 
only does the show have a relentless jollity, 
exemplified by its presenter. Tessa Shaw, brut it is 
wonderful for coming up with bright ideas that 
cost next to nothing. Want to cheer up a dreary 
blind? All you need is a sponge dipped in emulsion 



The Home Front team (BBCZ 8.30pm) 


naint and off vou go. Never mind that the result 
looks ghastly. The main thing is that it is different 
and cneap. At a guess the senes is aimed at 

youngish, middle-class profesionals wth a 

penchant for garish colours- pat. a t least■ 

deduction frwn many of J* “tathlSLSf 
tonight's exercise in giving a facelift to feuhrooms. 
The" best part of the new senes, as of die last, 
promises to be the running report on a couples 
restoration of their period home, m this case a 300- 
year-old cottage. 

Modern Times: Brainstorm 
BBC2.9.00pm 

Profiling four victims of job-related stress, Dev 
Varma’s film is a devastating critique of a modern 
business culture that pushes people to the limit and 
sometimes beyond. Manyn Sheppard ran a owner 
shop with his wife. His troubles started when a 
supermarket opened nearby and took away a third 
of his business. Working 70-hour weeks could not 
save him. Dr Terence Hirst was a successful GP 
for 23 years until he moved into fund holding and 
was crushed by the extra paperwork. Ray Willox 
found himself under increasing pressure at the 
Department of Social Security and evenrual/y 
cracked. Christopher James had a bright career ui 
British Gas until huge job cuts forced Turn to work' 
longer and longer hours. The casualty rate is 
shocking. One or rhe four killed himself, another 
tried to and a third disappeared. Peter Waymark 


RADIO CHOICE 


Music under Dictatorships 
Radio 4,8.05pm 

Hang cm a minute! Haven't some folk at the BBC 
got their networks in a twist? A series blending 
musicology and political history, not on Radio 3. 
but on Radio 4? No. that’s what our radio listings 
say (see below) and that’s exactly what they mean. 
But, whatever the network, Michael Oliver’s four- 
part series about how music fared under repressive 
20th-century regimes makes up a fascinating 
catalogue of surreal proscriptions. Episode one 
deals with the Nazis. I knew that Hitler couldn’t get 
enough of Wagner. What 1 didn't know was that ne 
banned jazz music because he said it was Jewish, 
or that lie ordered the Germanising of the words of 
Verdi's librettist da Ponce because he was a 
baptised Jew. 


7.00am Marie Radditte. induces 7JO Newsbeat 9JM Smon 
Mayo 12.00 Jo Whitey 2 . 00 pm Mcky Campbell 4.00 Kewn 
Greening 6.15 Newsbeat 6J30 Everwig Session with Sine 
Lamacq 530 Global Update 10.30 Miry Anne Hobbs 1.00am 
Clare Sbrgass 4JXJ Clive Warren 


6.00am Saraft Kennedy 7.30 Wake Up to Wogan SL30 Ken 
Bruce 11.30 Jnvny Young iJ30pai Debbie Thrower 3.00 Ed 
Stewart 5.05 John Dunn 7.00 NicK Barradbugh 8.00 Jim Uc^d 
BJJO The Music ot Japan (4/4) 0.00 As Tkns Goa; By. An 
adaptation ol h» TV steam by Bob Laibey iojOO Explorer II 
1&30 Richard Alinson 12.05am Steve Madden 3:00 Alex 
Lester 


RADIO 5 LIVE 


SLOOam Momtog Reports 6M The Breakfast Ftagramme SM 
The Magazine 12JM Midday with Mair 2.00pm Ruscoe on Five 
AGO John Inverdate Nallonwrde 7.00 News Extra with Valene 
Singleton 7.20 Trevor Brookings Football Mght Bofussra 
Dortmund v Manchester United Inducing the results ol the 
National Loilery draw 10.00 Brian Hayes's Election Night 12.00 
After Hours with John Diamond 2.05am Up All Night 


TALK RADIO 


540am Chris Ashley and Sandy Warr 7JOO Paul Ross 9j00 
Scott Chisholm 12.00 Lorraine Kefy 2_OOpm Tammy Boyd 
4J» Ruler Dedey 7.00 Mas Dee's Sporiszone 10.00 James 
Whale 1 .00am Ian Cohns 


6.00am On A Jr, with Andrew McGregor. Includes 
Haydn (Symphony No 90 in C); Shostakovich 
(Prelude and Fugue Op 87 No 61: Rodrigo 
(Cancierto AndaAiZ) 

9.00 Morning Collection, with Penny Gore. Includes 
Schumann (Overture. Scherzo and Finale), Haydn 
(Piano Trio r E. H XV18): Loeffler (La Mort de 
Tmtagites) 

10.00 Musical Encounters, with Piers Burton-Page. 

Indudas Shostakovich iPrektde and Fugue. Op 87 
No 14); Haydn (Symphony No 50 hi C): Brahms 
(Marten Better): Schubert (Piano Sonala in G, 

DB94J 

12.00 Composer of the Week: Rozsa 
I.OOpm Concert HalL Live from the Wigmore Hall. 
London. Palladian Ensemble Tunm (Sonala a tre), 
Uccaftni (Ciacconaj; CoreJJi (Sonala in E); 
Kapsberger (Balk)); Telemann (Sonata in G tor vioi 
and comnuo; Sonala r C lor recorder and 
continue); Sach (Goldberg Canons. BWV1Q87) 
2.00 Midweek Choice, with Susan Sharpe, includes 
Holst (Four songs lor voice and violin) 

4.00 Chord Evensong, Live from Blackburn Cathedral 
5.00 Mustc Machine, with Luke Cresswell 
5.15 In Tune, with Jeremy Nicholas. Includes 


Imperial Palace 

Radio 4.1225pm 

Except for one or two that have withered when 
lifted. Arnold Bennett's novels tend to flourish 
when transplanted in radio soil. The dialogue, as 
originally penned, makes extremely good listening, 
so adapters need not feel inadequate about leaving 
Bennett's words intacL Also, many of his J charac¬ 
ters give actors plenty of room to move about inside 
their skins. On both counts, Peter Ling's dramatis¬ 
ation of imperial Palace epts off to a pleasing start 
Imperial Palace is a fashionable hotel in the 
London of the 1930s. and we follow the fortunes of 
its staff and well-heeled paying guests. The period 
atmosphere is accurately caught in Enyd 
Williams’s direction. The cast includes Robin Ellis 
and Colleen PrendergasL Peter DavaDe 


WORLD SERVICE 


A1 times In BST News on the hour. 5-30am Europe Today 
6.30 Europe Today 7.15 Chan (8/8) 7 JO Discovery 8.10 
Words of Faith 8.16 Global Shake-Out 9.07 Worid News 9.15 
Andy Kershaw 9.45 Sports Ftaundt*} 10.30 Ora Planet 11.30 
Sports International 12.05pm World Business Report 12.15 
Britain Today 12J0 Composa ot the Month 2J0B Otitaok 2J0 
Megamtx 345 Sports Roundup 3.15 Global Shake-Out 4.15 
World Today 4 JO BBC Eng&sh 4.46 Britan Today 530 Worid 
Busaioss Report 5.45 Sports Roundup 530 Discovery 7 jD 1 
Outlook 7.25 Words of Faith 7.30 Multitrack 9.15 Britain Today 
9J0 Meridian On Screen 10J0 World Today 10A5 Sport 
11.10 Science View 11.15 Country Style 11.30 Multilracfc 
I2~30am From Our Own Correspondent 12.45 Britain Today 
1 J3B Outlook 1.55 Words of Faith zao Assignment 3.15 Sport 
3 j 30 Meridian Books 4J30 Europe Today 


CLASSIC FM 


4.00am Mark Griffiths 7JJ0 Mike Read 10.00 Henry Ke*y 
1 . 00 pm Concerto Telemann (Concerto far Trumpet and 
Strings In E minor): De*us (Piano Concerto In C minor) 3.00 
Jamie Cnck 7.00 Classic Newsnight 7.30 Sonata. Hummel 
(Plano Sonata No 1j 8,00 Evening Concert Bach (Musical 
Oftermg lor Huts. 1 vrollns & conlmuo BWV1079). Mozart 
iDivertimento K229 No 2); Cart Marra von Weber (Grand Duo 
Concertant Op 48); Tchaikovsky (Stnng Sextet Op 70. Souvertr 
de Florence) 10.00 Michael Mappm 1.00am Concerto (r) 


VIRGIN RADIO 


6J0am Russ 'n‘ Jono 10ZM Graham Dene 1.00pm Jeremy 
Clark 4.00 Nicky Home 500 Paul Coyte (FM)/Robin Banks 
|AM) 1000 Mark Forest 2.00am Randal Lee Rose 


Beethoven (Overture The Creatures ol 
Prometheus): Godowsky (Kunstfe/teben) 

700 Towards the Millennium. The London Sinlanietta 
presents two classic expen menial vocal works. 
Cornelius Car dew (Great Learning. Paragraph 1): 
Director Daryl Runswick, Michael Chant, organ. 
Stockhausen (Stimmung): London Smfonietta 
Voices, conductor Terry Edwards 
905 The Undertaking. The American poet Thomas 
Lynch talks about his work as an undertaker 
1 0.00 Ensemble. Penny Gore introduces two vto&n 
sonatas played by Tasmin Little and Piers Lane, 
piano. Beethoven (Violin Sonala in A, Op 30 No 
1). Do hnanyi {Violin Sonata in C sharp minor. Op 

10.45 Night Waves. Michele Roberts reports on the 
English National Opera's new production of 
Berto’ s selling ot The Damnation ot Fausf 
reuniting David AJcten and Mark Eider as director 
and conductor Bonavenlura Bottone sinqs Faust 
... „ a™ Willard White plays the devil Meptnsfoohetes 
Co, *>P<Mwra of the Week: Amy Beach 9*®*® 
12.30am Jazz Notes. Dlgby FaJrwaamer Introduces 
- r.n He ?y Lowther's group Stffl Waters in session 
1.00am Through the Sight, with Donald Macteod 


aH8sa^ F “ 5 *^ 

9.00 NeUra^KoSiSi SnSeSI^OTsputo 6-30 

listeners' questions to Labour's Robin CookCafl qUC chatf<sd Robert 

0345 514 814 7 rtfl Hrinn t nr- ti. i. n - 

1ZOO News; You and Yours, with Lesley Rtddoch B-0D Whittaker reports from 

12J5pm Imperial Palace. See Choice 12JS5 Weather gjo Kat3d2uS«Trri n 
LOO The World at One, with Nick Clarke 10.00 The World ■FSninh» 5 2Jh^SSL r , 

1.40 The Archers (r) 1.55 Shipping Forecast 1 0A5 ^ 

2.00 News; My Way, by Georgia Pritchett (r) 

3L45 Treasure (stands. Kit Wnght unravels 1 me secrets n^OCTh* SkhS* H ?iS ^ 

of wntra far children show Wick 

3.00 News; The Afternoon Shift hjq dSTyS 

4-00 Naw» AJ5 Katefcfpscope- Paul GambaccW sees MacWchan ' 

- The Paopte vs Larry Ftynt and Michael Biliingion 12,00 NewsSiWTwPLo ___ 

prepares kx his own frst night MoSa Book: Y a 

AA5 Short Story: Byctes, by Carlo Getter, read by htoreS Sandra CtsnefOS . read by Rte 

® eanBatef 12-48 Shipping Forecast 1.00 As World Service 

FREQUENCY GUIDE. RADI01. FM 97.6-99.8. RADIO 2. FM B8.0-9Q 2. RAmn + 

94.6; LW 198; MW 720. RADIO S UVE MW 693. 909. WOm^SeS^^ c ^^ 4 RAD, ° 4 ' FM9Z - 4 - 
CLASS 1 C FM. FM 100-102. VIRGIN RADIO. FM 105.8-, MW 11Wl2§rSu< (12.45-5.55am). 

Television and radio listings compiled by Peter DMf.toi ftimhnr RA 9 to ; ^ 1 0S3. 1 089. 

Gregory and John McNamara. Hughes, Rosemary Smith, Susan Thomson, Jane 


10J0 Woman's Hour, with Jenni Murray 
11.30 Ganfanere' Question Time (ri 
12JM News; You and Yours, with Lestev Rtddoch 
IZSSjwn Imperial Palace. See Choice 12JS5 Weather 
1.00 The World at One, with Nick Clarke 
1.40 The Archers (r) 1J55 Shipping Forecast 
ZOO News; My Way, by Georgia Pritchett (r) 

2.45 Treasure Islands. Kit Wnght unravels the secrets 


of vmtra tor children 
3.00 News; Hie Afternoon Shift 
4.00 News A05 Kal eidos cope. Paul Gambaccini sees 
- The Pacpte vs Larry Ftynt and Michael Biliingion 
prepares far his own first night 
445 Short Story: Byctes, by Carlo Getter, read by 
Sean Baker 



To Learn About Wine, Read The Label 


M M p AK!> ^'■ kbl - i ' 99 - ■ CoopFood^^rG ^!^ 1 


In the April issue of BBC Good Food Explore Paris with our eight-page guide Everv mr»n4, , 

magazine, you’ll find the start of our to the best food in the city. It’s the first delicious recine^Vi . n< L over ^ 
new wine course. We begin with a tour In our new series on food capitals of offers, comrJri,“j ,“?!’5 atl,res ’ 
of the famous wine regions. And we the world. And don t miss our special 50 muc h more. 

introduce you to the basics of tasting. Eurostar offers two tickets for £99. ^' 


April Issue, 
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TELEVISION 47 


I’m sure I know that face from somewhere 


L ast year, I was among a 
small minority who didn't 
much like Murder One 
(BBCZ). largely because 1 couldn't 
bear the preposterous perfor¬ 
mance turned in by Daniel Benzali 
as Ted Hoffman, the unflappable, 
infallible and follicle-free lawyer at 
the story’s heart. Growl, growl, he 
went, delivering every syllable- 
perfect line in a theatrical stage- 
whisper that might have been all 
right in Stratford-upon-Avon but 
which stood out like a sore throat 
in downtown Los Angeles. 

Anyway, nobody else agreed 
with me and I forgot all about il 
until last night, when the series 
returned... without Benzali. Ap¬ 
parently just about everybody 
agreed with me in America (that’s 
what comes of watching too much 
imported television) including 
Steve Bochco. its creator. At a 
stroke. Hoffman was history. They 
weren T quite scraping his name off 
the door when the new series 


began, but they weren’t far off. 

“Mr Hoffman is out of the 
country.” lied Louis, the camp 
office manager. “Ted’s putting his 
marriage first.” explained Justine 
who, for those who have forgonen, 
is the pretty one. It was all too 
much for Chris Docknovitch: 
“Why are we maintaining the 
fiction that Ted is coming back?” 
Presumably just in case the net¬ 
works don't like his replacement, 
James Wyler (Anthony La Paglia). 
But f have a feeling they will. 

Wyler, you see. is a normal 
human being — or as close to a 
normal human being as you get on 
American television. That means 
he’s way too handsome, wins every 
argument and when he’s having 
trouble getting a bank loan 
approved ... he seduces his way 
too beautiful bank manager. 
Frankly, l liked him from the 
moment he got an over-aggressive 
police officer to punch him on the 
nose and promptly won his final 


case as assistant district attorney’. 

The reason it was his final case 
and the reason he has now 
changed sides to become head 
honcho at what will shortly be¬ 
come Wyler & Associates brings us 
to the plot, which already is almost 
too complicated to explain. 

H e left the DA’S office 
because he had been de¬ 
liberately overlooked for 
promotion by his boss, Roger 
Garfield, who is running for the 
governorship of California. Gar¬ 
field’s opponent is Tom Van-Allen, 
or rather he was until Van Allen, 
the incumbent, became Van Allen, 
the permanently recumbent, after 
being shot in the head while in bed 
with his mistress. The police say a 
Former girlfriend did it and Wyler 
landed the high profile job of 
defending her. The only problem? 
She says she did it, too. 

Complicated it is and high-art it 
definitely isn’t. Some of the lighter 



moments are awkwardly scripted 
and the babe^quota is more Aaron 
Spelling than Bochco, but the re¬ 
casting was faultlessly handled 
and the storyline quickly proved 
enjoy ably addictive. My one real 
reservation is having the main 
baddie played by Ralph Waite, the 
actor best known as the gooder- 
than-God, Pbp WaJton. Casting 
against type, 1 think it’s called. 

Previous incarnations were a bit 


of a problem in last night's Peak 
Practice (ITV). Having Valerie 
Gogan (who as Alex slid off a cliff 
and out of Hamish Macbeth a 
year ago) play the terminally busy 
Melissa was one thing, but having 
her told she was also terminally ill 
by Ralph Riach. better known as 
Lochdubh's Television John, was 
quite another. 

But they got away with it. helped 
by the fad that James Stevenson, 
the writer, had come up with one 
of the best serious subplots for 
some time. The newly married 
Melissa appeared to be pregnant. 
Congratulations, said Dr Erica. 
Didn't want it, said Melissa, far 
too busy. Boo. hiss we went at 
home. Five minutes later, it turned 
out that her symptoms were actu¬ 
ally of ovarian cancer. Boo, hoo we 
went at home. Good performances 
from Gogan and from Alex Han¬ 
son, playing her husband, another 
actor whose face seemed strangely 
familiar. From a recent Dr Finlay* 


As for the sillier running stories 
— Erica currently fancies Andrew 
more than Andrew fancies Erica, 
and if The Beeches doc tors bang 
on about fund-holding much more 
they risk being taken off the air 
until after the election. Last night, 
they had Dr Shearer (Adrian 
Lukis) to thank for maintaining 
political balance: “I'm never going 
to be a great fan of fund-holding 
[sharp intake of breath at Central 
Office], but I have to admit ir does 
have some advantages.” Phew. 

I f they gave out Bafta awards 
for most unexpected documen¬ 
tary, then Witness: Totten¬ 
ham Ayatollah (Channel 4] would 
walk away with one. On paper it 
looked a disaster: Jewish journalist 
beards Islamic fundamentalist 
and rabid anti-Semite in his North 
London den. On television, it was 
one of the most watchable docu¬ 
mentaries that Channel 4 lias 
turned out for some time. 


Trite, Jon Rons on had been 
somewhat economical with the 
truth — he didn’t tell Omar Bakri 
Mohammed he was Jewish and he 
certainly didn’t tell him what he 
intended to do with the film — but 
nor did Ronsan ruthlessly exploit 
the access that his dishonesty won 
him. What he delivered was a sort 
of Islamic version of Citizen 
Smith, a film detailing the mun¬ 
dane logistics of planning a revolu¬ 
tion — the trips to Office World for 
photocopying and to the cash-and- 
carry for collection jars. Omar 
chose large Coca-Cola bottles. “I 
thought you were against Western 
capitalism?" asked Ronson. whose 
narration was beautifully under¬ 
written and very funny. "But I’m 
not against the packaging,” replied 
the pragmatic Omar, who quickly 
had Ronson doubling as his chauf¬ 
feur. in the back seat the funda¬ 
mentalist sneezed. “Gesundheit.” 
wished his straight-faced driver. 
Lovely. 


6.00am Business Breakfast (62809) 

7.00 BBC Breakfast News (70833712) 

9.05 Election Call As the general election 
approaches, leading politicians answer 
questions posed by the public, beginning 
with labour MP Robin Cook (9532083) 
10.00 style Challenge (47915) 

10.30 Can’t Cook, Won’t Cook (47557) 

11 .00 News (71 regional news and weather 
(4729847) 

11.05 The Really Useful Show (T) (9262538) 
j, 11.35 Change That (6686712) 

12.00 News (T) regional news and weather 
(4496915) 

12.05pm Call My Bluff (5048644) 

12^5 Good Living presented by Jane Asher 
(9879915) 

1.00 News (T) and weather (60354) 

1 30 Regional News (50416199} 

1.45 The Weather Show (39907606) 

1.50 Neighbours <T) (22834354) 

2.15 Quincy (r) (3949267) 

3.00 Through the Keyhole (3489) 

&30 Ptaydays (r) (6164625) 3.50 Monster 
Cafe (r) (6245731) 4.05 The New Yogi 
Bear Show (9179647) 4.10 Gadget Boy 
(8274915) 4.35 Out of Tune (r) (7506915) 
5.00 Newsround (T) (5257064) 5.10 Blue 
Peter (T) (7435985) 

5.35 Neighbours (r) (T) (631793) 

6.00 News (T) and weather (644) 

630 Regional News Magazine (996) 

7.00 How Do They Do That? A 60-year-old 
who has become one of the fastest men 
on ice; specially trained dogs for the deaf; 
the most daring London's Burning stunt 
to date (T) (8t70) 

7.30 Tomorrow’s World Research into how 
aeroplane designs can be improved 
upon to protect them from strikes of 
lightning; skis with bufft-in suspension (T) 
(880) 

8.00 The National Lottery Uvt (858129) 

8.15 25 Years of the Two Ronnies last in 
series (r) CD (840267) 

535 Points of view (52782B) 

9.00 News (T) and weather (418538) 

9.55 Party Election Broadcast by the 
Conservative Party (T) Followed by 
National Lottery Update (460354) 
mOOTbey Think ft’s AH Over In the first ol a 
new senes ot the quiz, Nick Hancock is 
joined by regulars David Gower, Gary 
Lineker, Rory McGrath and Lee HursL 
The guests are Alan Davies and Phil 
Tulneil (T) (94248) 

'1030 Sportsnight introduced by Ray Stubbs. 
Indudes Football: A preview of Sunday's 
FA Cup semi-finals at Highbury and Old 
Trattord, as Chelsea meet Wimbledon, 
and Middlesbrough take on second 
division Chesterfield; Greyhound Racing-. 
Lnre coverage of the 1997 TV Trophy Final 
at Birmingham's Hall Green, Athletics: A 
look forward to Liz McColgan's attempt to 
repeat her winning run ot 12 months ago 
in Sunday's London Marathon (19278) 
11.30 Vigilante Cop (1991) Adventure with 
omw Terry O'Ouinn and Dale Midkift. Directed 
Qim by Mel Dam ski (37847) 

1.00am Weather (6623923) 




6.00am Open University. Miles of Aisles 
(2426625) 6.25 Artists in Logic: 

Computers in Wood (2438460) 6J50 Just 
Seventeen: The Geometry of Patterns 
(5370737) 7.15 See Hear Breakfast News 
(T) (8220538) 730 Teenage Mutant Hero 
Turtles (4304793) 7.55 The Lowdown (T) 
15806267) R20 Secret Lite ol Toys fr) 
13398286) 535 The Raccoons 

(9024625) 9.00 Cartoon (2177731) 9.10 
Enchanted Tales. Snow While (8842083) 
10.00 Teletubbtes (45557) 10.30 The 
Young Indiana Jones Chronides 
(1323354) 11.15 Alias Smith and Jones 
(r) (5473278) 12.00 The Fiintslones 
(24489) 12.30pm Working Lunch (44731) 
1.00 Secret Life of Toys (r) (29693642) 
1.15 A Passion for Angling (r) (2556712) 

2.05 Going, Going, Gone (36404002) 2.35 
The Phil Silvers Show (h/w) (4128996) 
3.00 News 3.05 Campaign Roadshow 
(T) (9920847) 3.55 News 4A0 
Blockbusters (6811373) 4.25 Ready. 
Steady, Cook (6814460) 4.55 Esther 
Surviving complete isolation (8313712) 
535 Today's the Day (3333192) 535 
Turning Points (r) (642080) 

6 DO Star Trek: The Next Generation (r) (T) 
(409828) 

6.45 Trev and Simon's Transmission 
Impossible (589489) 


VtdeoPlua+ and the Video Plus Codas 
The numbers next to each TV programme 
nstina are Video P)usCode“ number s, wfac h 
aSow you Jo programme your video recorder 
Instantly with a VfdeaFHus+ ” handset. Tap in 
the Video PtusCode for the programme you 
wish to record. Videoplus+ rUS**** < \ 
and Video Programmer are trademarks or 
Gomstar Development Ltd. 


7.00 



6.00am GMTV (6710460) 

9-25 Chain Letters (I) (3659083) 

9,55 Regional News (T) and weather 
(2771170) 

10.00 The Time, the Place (32083) 

10.30 This Morning (T) (61131731) 

12.20pm Regional News (T) (4492199) 

12.30 News (T) and weather (9865712) 

12.55 Shorttand Street (9873731) 

1.25 Home and Away (T) (64242606) 

1.50 Afternoon Live inducting Remote 
Control Cooking with Andrew Nutter 
(82234016) 

2^0 Vanessa: I'm Dying (T) (8031951J) 

2.50 Afternoon Live including David Emanuel 
transforming viewers' images (5048002} 

3.20 News (T) (7790002) 

3.25 Regional News fT) and weather 
(7799373) 

3.30 Tots TV (6236083) 3.40 Alphabet Castle 
(r) (9894538) 330 Sooty and Co (r) 
(6199557) 4.10 Animaniacs (T)(9145880) 
4.20 Pinky and the Brain (T) (5379712) 
4.40 Harry's Mad (r) (8311354) 

5.10 Eruption! the Making of Dante’s Peak 
(1622063) 

5.40 ITN Evening News (T) (Followed by 
Regional News) (T) (814199) 

6.00 Home and Away Marilyn has difficulties 
with Chloe in line at the salon (r) (T) 
(322996) 

6.25 HTV Weather (661422) 

&30 HTV News (553064) 

6.45 Party Election Broadcast by the 
Conservative Party (T) (474118) 

6.50 Emmerdale Seth waits to hear what Kim 
has left him in her will (692915) 

720 Ltefa Champions League Live: 
Sorussia Dortmund v Manchester 
United Bob Wilson introduces coverage 
of the first leg of the Champions League 
semi-Snai Commentary by Brian Moore 
!T) (99192915'* 


720 


820 


| Sevan Wonders of 
I World Richard Dawtens 
selects his personal wonders (T) (6712) 
Black Britain A black actor 
! Who killed himsell (Tj (422) 
6.00 University Challenge Sf Catherine's. 
Cambridge, v Exeter College. Oxford, lor 
a place in the quarter-finals (T) (5460) 

I Home Front Home imprave- 
: ment show (T) (1267) 

9-00 EfianifrfH Modem Times: Brainstorm 
B ffirreiri The stories of four business¬ 
men whose stressful lifestyles ted them to 
take drastic action to escape the rat-race 
P) (515915) 

9.50 A Woman Called Smith Twenty-five- 
year-old Debbie's marriage (7) (450977) 
10.00 Airport Drama unfurls a) Heathrow as Bill 
Clinton emerges horn his plane 
surrounded by bodyguards (r) (25118) 
1CL30 Election Broadcast Conservative fT) 
(641880) 

1025 Newsnfght (T) (477002) 

1130 The Kingdom (5/5) (678064) 

12J25am Weather (3329671) 

12.30-6.DO The Learning Zone: Currents 
Weather in the oceans (14233) 1.00 
Predicting climate changes (83887) 1-30 
Sea Level fluctuations {17774} 2,00 
Language Season: Germany and Italy 
(98855) 4.00 BBC Focus: How accurate 
is history? (64213) 4.30 Unicef in the 
Classroom (82590) 5.00 Basic Skills 
(1/3) (62294) 5.30 Voluntary Matters 
(35519) 



Bad news for Mavis Wilton (9.30pm) 

9.30 Coronation Street Mavis receives 
terrible ns.vs (Tj (28793) 

10.00 News at Ten .T) and weather (12644) 
10.30 Regional News fT» (393731) 

10.40 In Suspicious Circumstances fr) 
(451064) 

11.40 Uete Champions’ League Semi-Final 
Highlights (885002) 

12.45am Movie Club (38294) 

1.15 Real Highway Patrol (35107) 

1.45 In tire Line of Duty: Mob Justice (1991) 
op Dime thriller with Tony Danza and Ted 
ollili] Lavme. Directed by Peter Marfcle 
(683126) 

3.35 Not Fade Away (28655901 

4.30 The Time, the Place (r) (86316) 

5.00 Coronation Street (r) (59720) 

5.30 News (22045) 




As HTV West except 

12.55pm~1.25 A Country Practice (9873731) 
5.10-5.40 Shorttand Street (1622083) 
6.25-6.45 Central News (419996) 

12.45am Dating the Enemy (580836) 

1.45 Funky Bunker (988300) 

2.45 The Chart Show (4846652) 

3.40 Comedy Centra) (2784671) 


WESTCOUMTRY: 


As HTV West except 
1235 Home and Away (2177354) 
1.20-1.50 Emmerdale (70849354) 
5.10-5 AO Home and Away (1622083) 
6.004.45 Wasteotmtry Live (496354) 


fjMEBtmAN 


As HTV West except: 

1JL55-1.25 A Country Practice (9873731) 
5.10-5.40 Home and Away (1622083) 
6.00 Meridian Tonight (430489) 
6.20-6.45 Doing ft Up (401977) 

5.00am Freescreen (59720) 

■ r- y - . . . ! ■ J7 








As HTV West except 
1235-1.25 A Country Practice (9873731) 
5.10-5.40 Shorttand Street (1622083) 
(L25-6.45 Anglia News (419996) 
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‘'--'J 


Starts: 6.00am Sesame Street (88847) 
7.00 The Big Breakfast (50977) 

9.00 Bewftched (99793) 

9.30 Sister Sister (8702489) 

9.55 Hang In’ with Mr Cooper (7223977} 
10^0 The Crystal Maze (7520248) 

11.20 Earthworm Jim (4790793) 

11 AS The Pink Panther (6222996) 

12-00 A Bit of Flava (4489625) 

12.05pm California Dreams ( 9574977) 
12-30 Rlcfcl Lake (46199) 

1.00 Slot Meithrin (31398070) 

1.15 Lisabeth (36348575) 

1 30 Film: My Friend Rieka (53694793) 
3.10 Pharmacist (6937903) 

3.30 CoHectore’ Lot (170) 

4.00 FHteen-to-One (977) 

4.30 Mrs Cohen’s Financial Diary (489) 
5.00 5 Pump (6107809) 

5.15 Ffeil (5269809) 

5.30 Countdown (441) 

6.00 Newyddion (3077121 
6.05 Heno (3330021 

6.35 Bob Yn Ddau (678712) 

7.00 Poboi y Cwm (854183) 

7.25 Pfermfo (185070) 

8.00 Phwoar! (7828) 

8.30 Newyddion (6335) 

9.00 Spin City (8915) 

9.30 Roseanne (26335) 

10.00 Etholiad 97 (270828) 

10.15 Brookslde (215199) 

10.50 ER (724422) 

11.45 PPB (Conservative) (778828) 

11.50 Plasticine People (519002) 
12.05am Midnight Special (9554010) 

1.35 Under the Moon (6586590) 

230 NBA XXL (8365497) 

335 Naked Sport (2687671) 

4.35-5.25 Trans World Sport (9120671) 


6.00am Sesame Street (88847) 7.00 The Big 
Breakfast (50977) 9.00 Bewitched (r) fT) 
(99793) 9.30 Sister Sister (r) (8702489) 
935 Hangin' with Mr Cooper (7223977) 
10.20 The Crystal Maze (7520248) 11.20 
Earthworm Jim (4790793) 1145 The Pink 
Panther (6222996) 

12.00 A Bit of Flava (4489625) 12.05pm 
California Dreams (r) (9574977) 12.30 
Ught Lunch (86170) 1.30 Tower ol Mice 
(50409809) 

1.45 The Clouded Yellow (1951, b/w) 
□mm starring Trevor Howard, Jean Simmons, 
BlOl Sonia Dresdef and Maxwell Reed. A 
thriller about a woman accused ol 
murder. Directed by Ralph Thomas 
(53613828) 

3.30 Collectors’ Lot (T) (170) 4.00 FHteen-to- 
One m (977) 430 Countdown (T) (439) 
5.00 Rrcki Lake (1644) 5.30 Pet Rescue 
(D (T) (441) 

6.00 Party of Five Charlie's past catches up 
with him (T) (485248) 

6^0 Fresh Pop (1B7170) 

7.00 Channel 4 News (T) (410354] 

7-50 Thatcher’s Children Two first-time 
voters discuss the prominent issues in 
the general election (T) (573248) 

8.00 Spot the Difference General election 
quiz show. Among the guests are The 
Times sketch writer Matthew Parris, 
Andrew Rawnsley and Petronella Wyatt 
(T) (7828) 

8.30 Brookslde David and Julia lend support 
to the stricken Max and Susannah (T) 
(7170) 

9.00 Countryside Undercover Flying 
Feathers The ornithologist David 
Braithwalte goes undercover to meet the 
people who are deitoerateiy endangering 
Britain's binds at prey (T) (8915) 

9 JO Downward NobUtty A look at some ol 
Britain's heirs who have chosen not to live 
the aristocratic lile (r) (T) (26335) 



Anthony Edwards as Greene (10pm) 

10.00 ER Greene’s popularity fakes a dive after 
he sets up dates with two women on the 
same night (T) (7793) 

11.00 Friends Rachael's passions lor Ross are 
aroused by an old prom video and Joey 
gives Chandler a bracelet (r) (T> (3460) 

11.30 Party Political Broadcast by the 
Conservatives (773373) 

11.35 Roseanne Jackie and her sister 
Roseanne become closer when they 
discover they are both victims of infidelity 
(T) (797793) 

12.05 am Midnight Special Discussion series 
(9554010) 

1.35 Under the Moon Sports magazine with 
Danny Kelly [6586590) 

230 NBA XXL (8365497) 

3.35 Naked Sport (2687671) 

4.35 Trans World Sport (9120671) 

5.25 - 6.00 Backdate (7094497) 


t :.:r 

6.0Oam 5 News Early with Scott Chishotm, 
Trish Adudu and Becky Anderson 
(7942880) 

7.30 Havakazoo Pre-school educational 
series (2079538) 8.00 Adventures ol the 
Bush Patrol (2697267) 8.30 Wideworld. 
The third in the series examining where 
the power lies within the government of 
the United States (2696538) 

9.00 Espresso Consumer magazine 
(5696489] 10.00 Exclusive (r) (6904538) 
10.30 Fame and Fortune (r) (2609002) 
11.00 Leeza Chat show (9836286) 11.50 
Double Espresso (45493731) 12.00 The 
Bold and the Beautiful. Los Anqeles-sei 
soap (T) (2690354) 

12.30pm Family Affairs (r) (T) (9574170) 

1.00 5 News Update (92504606) 1.05 Sunset 
Beach (T) (6699880) 2.00 5's Company. 
Guests, competitions, comedy arid 
music (1873985) 

3^0 The Day the Loving Stopped (1961) 
ew(M starring Dominique Dunne, Valerie 
Bllad Harper and Dennis Weaver A made-for- 
televiston drama about a bride-lo-be’s 
doubts about her marriage. Directed by 
Daniel Mann (4584809) 

530 5’s Company: Late Extra (14464915) 

530 100 Per Cent Game show without a host 
(1546373) 

6.00 Whittle Ouiz with audience participation 
(1543286) 

&30 Family Affairs Jamie takes a moral stand 
01(1534538) 

7.00 Exclusive Showbiz magazine (1444422) 

7.30 Serengeti Safari Documentary about a 
family ot jackals living in the Masai Mara 
reserve in Kenya (T) (7731248) 

7.55 Party Political Broadcast by the 
Conservatives (5002083) 



Hawkins and Bradley (8.00pm) 

8.00 The Great Garden Game Paul Hawkins 
and Clare Bradley present the gardening 
challenge from Tatton Park near 
Manchester (1453170) 

IL30 5 News with K/rsty Young and Rob Butler 
(1449977) 

9.00 Counterfeit Contessa (1994) starring 
Tea Leoni and David Beecroft. A romantic 
comedy about a working class woman 
who dreams of being swept off her feet by 
a wealthy businessman. Directed by Ron 
Lagomarsino (43034625) 

10.40 Bizarre Real life tales ol the unusual 
(5764460) 

11.00 The Jack Docherty Show Chat and 
comedy. The quest is Jane Birkin 
(9440921) 

11.40 Tibs and Fibs Tony Slattery hosts the 
irreverent medical quiz (2741644) 

12 . 10 am Uve and Dangerous Sports 
magazine. Includes coverage ol a lop 
Major League baseball game (97023395) 

440 Prisoner Cell Block H (6766045) 

5.30 - 6.00 100 Per Cent (r) (5571126) 


• For more comprehensive 
listing^ of satellite and cable 
channels, see the Directory, 
published on Saturday 
SKY 1 _ 

OOOwnlAwig Glory (7166Z5) BJtOReg^ 
and Katie Lea (25S80) 101X1 Another 
World (17286) 1140 Day 3 ° r ^ 
(97422) 12M The Oprah Wmh<¥ Shew 
(701701140pm GeiakJa B6M8) 240 Saffy 
Jessy Raphael (031 IS) 340 Jenny Jones 
(06Bi4) 4jn The Oprah Winlrey Show 
175151) 54X15ui TreK The N&a Generation 
129151 6.00 Raaf TV (5977? 640 Mamed - 
wuh Children 19557) 7M Vk Srm«son£ 
13644) 740 H-A’S'H (8441) 84 0 

Suitings (20731) 940 S* Sratogs 
(15257} 1040 M urtiat One 118354)111A0 
SeTna Sean (768801 1130 Star Trek J*e 
Mart Gsneration (80977) 12 ^^,LAPD 
[55855) 1 JO H« Mot Long Play (85037741 

SKY 2 ____ 

7.00pm Supeibcy (4774441) 740 

Sifierhoy (3434538) 8-00 R«wgode 
(1806354) 940 New Yon. Undercover 
(1336118) 10.00 Water Rais (1898977) 
IIjOO Law SNOW wttft David Leteman 
[83111991 1240HIM* (8399652) 

SKY NEWS __ 

Mtoridmde new coverage, wih butetins on 
8e how. 34 horaa a day. seven bays a wee* 

SKY MOVIES _ _ 

640am Dw Sl aM wrt KM ( T9M? 
J3228644) 730 Hkte Hour* to *??? 
(1962) (47249644) 925 Tha Om (19«3 
(34114118) 11.00 Kkfco (1984) 

140pm Tbe Patty |19«) ^ 

The Mum of Tommy Trick** (1994) 
(84793) SJOO Scour* Hpppy pwq 
1473541-7JX) Clops 
(19B4) (14199) 9JXI Tbo BW» It 
End (1994) (232S4 IIJWlnnoMraUM 
CM9S) (200831 12J0-" Saw* 

,,ri»9M (833943 2.10 Angle (1»4) 
: (5512261 «joo Mae Hoar* V* fttma 

p9G2)[70S87) ' 

THE MOVIE CHANNEL __ 

onoam Daddy Long W 

(66818354) 8.10 “W M B» Mw* 
(1940) 143579606) WOO TfttiMttlr 
(1950) (60793) wootiw ngjtear 
Batata. Away (1957) I6S335) ZOOpm 


They Watch (1993) (15«0) 4JX) Xan'e 
raw (1994) (S48B) 600 Raffing Thunder 
(1994) (40190) 700 El Mew* Week In 
Review (11S1) 8.00 Outbreak (1995) 
(40331600) 1D.10 For a Few Do Bara More 
(1968) (51386606) 12-2Sem Dream Law 
(1994) (706855) 2.10 Lew, Ctraat and 
Steel (1994) (11B31J) &£0 Murctar or 
Memory (1994) (6100039) SJ0 Ivwhoe 
(1986) (8775107) 

SKY MOVIES GOLD _ 

MOpa The War Wagon (1967) 
(8603422) 8.00 Peggy Sue Got Married 
(1988) (661K67) 10JXJ He« Camp (19W) 
(4606803) 11^45 Best Seder (1907) 
(3GJS04B) IZSam Radio Days (1907) 
(33244403) 255 Wild In Bio Country 
>1961) (756G229) 430 Frankenstein 
(1931) (65620838) 

TNT_ 


EUROSPORT 


740am Rally Raid (51644) 840 Fooibad 
(98335) 9.00 lndyCai 161793! 1040 
Mawcvelng (49335) 11.00 Rally Ra'd 
(17151J 1140 Fooman (SSSCSi 1JX)pm 
Basketed (31880) 140 Sr».v£«jcirig 
(99628) 240 Cycling |2170) 240 
Cycling |4371C) 4.00 Tennis (631991 540 
Motors 1586471 TOO Trial (TOJ44I 840 
Darts (334891940 Raty Paid (70793) 1040 
Cycling (416061 11-00 Tains. |3J460> 
1140-1240am MMcreycfing (46557» 


UK GOLD 


940 pm On the Town (1949) (6S87SS38| 
1 VOO The Ou«t (1974) (14805M6 
1240am Paaaage to UarxoBie (1944) 
(7519U20) 245440 On the Town (1949) 
188463565) 

SKY SPORTS 1 __ 

740 am Sports Cfiffire (47441) 740 Wres- 
Utn» Blasi OH (34067) 540 ^ 

(67731) 9JD0 Spcxts Centte (580M) 930 
Lrat«s OZ Slyta (943F3I lOJW 77** 
Pootbafl Sta«r (5W60) 1140 
Sports UnUmWd 

oTsMe 178847) 1230pm PooM World 
Maaera (919J5) 1-» Ringside Bcwr^ 
340 Hoi of Foma — Sahrarore 
Scnilacrii (42671 4.00 The FoolbeBera 
FnatbuN Show (1333S) 449 Sports Loniro 
(1915151) 5.00 Wrestling. ^BJn OiaU- 
anoe (7469) 640 Spona Cenue (3i51) 640 
SSteRDM Rugby (77311 740 Formula 
Three Raong (57267) 749 Sports Onne 
(788647) 8.00 World ol Super League 
6073111040 Sports Genoa [4634811040 
RrttxJ MuntSal (5S3») it* 

Trace Raong (63489) 12» Sport* «ree 
(33836) 1240 am Wortd ol Super 
[ fMouy . 240440 Sports Cerare (13126) 

SKY SPORTS 3__ 


740am Te*vsrack (1S17170I 745 
bouts (51958471 6.M Ciossroads 

(31930641 845 EastEnckts (6534186) 940 
The B41 [33176461 940 Dcn l Wnr. Up 
(6307147) 1040 Newer Ihe T»a»i |42698S0i 
1040 The Sul&varis (9351538j 11.00 
Casualty (88322809I 12.05pm Oossraacs. 
(76077062) 1240 Naghbous (2707183) 
140 EastEnders (6504083) 145 On the Up 
(33684621 2.10 A Ulie Bit <j! Dawwn 
(617489671 240 Sony* <84 T0557| 255 
AUd. ‘Alto (52830521 340 The B* 
(2246267) 4.00 AJi Creasmes Gseai and 
Small (50007931 540 Geoeraur. Game 
(301132361 0.OS Eas’Enoen ,492260© 
640 Are You Being Served 7 11837538) 740 
Russ Abbot (40073671 7.50 BuBceye 
(612944D UO In Suiress ana n He^h 
(8160)99) 940 The 6* iSOOtflTTi 940 
Flank Snibte PromMes (79S2^^>25i 1045 
Sfrtni Anorak of the fc-e> i64K*606l 11.10 
Hare0 (3519083) 12.10am Tre Best cr. Top. 
ol the Praia (5S31580) 12-45 Rojrtemd 
Rjvrofi (9407855) 1.15 Caflan i578i010) 
2.15 Shopping at Nigni i£8377768i 
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Clint Eastwood in Fora Few Dollars More (Movie ChanneL 10.10) 

FOX KIDS NETWORK 


GRANADA PLUS 


1240 Boacfl VbftytVJl (57729G06i 1.00pm 
Lfl Extra M2608267) 440 tm 
(<17595118) 5-00 Spocte Unified 

SJimS B40 WGia^j Tour (4257«®;.) 
fijo Stiff Saling 1425673351 740 Soon. 
Centre C141M96) 740 Grt Eidra 
(70581809) 1140-1140 Euio Tom GoH 


640am The Kryp-lon Fecior i574oi»i 6.30 
The Relurri ol the Antelope (26&5606) 740 
Coronation Snee: i4i2iSJ7( 740 
Families (4104354) 8.00 Surpn-o Surplus 
(4946267) 940 Ttvi Iho'essranxs 

(575SB47) 1040 htypun Faa .v il509288' 
1040 Codex rtrtw-.Houst 1586935; 1140 
Wtthr These Wails K1130CC112.00 Classic 
Cacrjiion SneeV (5636&15) 1240pm 
Families (66291511 1.00 Ctor.r. Cfr-rt 
14124118) 140 The ‘joed Lite 
(6ffiB422< 240 A fianwy a' «Va i??>36l5t 
3,00 Upslaxs, IXwinsaiis (3395236i 440 
Surprise. Surprise. J337:79. J i 540 The 
Ptolessefate (5313441) 6.00 Fsnviies 
I£54W7t) 640 ciks'ic Csrana'ion Streo: 
(663959317.00 Sutwie 5L3anwZ2T7=7r- 
8.00 UpsUuis 0o.sn<3aiis I2236S25) 9.00 


•Jasiia Coronafton Street (33A2J771 830 
The Coneoians. (6649915) 1040-1140 
Tne Pretesaonals (22363481 

THE DISNEY CHANNEL 

6.00am B*a tjareoe (9039644| 6.15 
f.kjppet Babies (7887325) 6.40 The Care 
Bears (13J7460) 74S Runanoy Movse 
■6507002) 7 JSS The UDc MsmaKJ 
(1401083) 640 Aladdin (1632965) 845 
Ouac* Pari (8442118) 9.10 Brand Spanh- 
me New Dcx.ro (379fri02) 945 Mlgfity 
OCiri 1 3206083) 1040 Goal Ttcnp 
I251SS09) 1045 DarVvnrtq Due* 16513248) 
10-50 Timon and Purrtiaa (3423170i 11.15 
Boraeis (J03625) 1145The unfc? Mermaid 
15325287) 12 . 10 pm Ouack AnacA 

22546C'6! 1240 Motes necks (5064625) 
1.16 i'.HSr Witn Me Kjd UAOUCI 240 
FILM: Write Wotvm 0(80615) 340 ranon 
and Pumtsaa (1283828) 3.40 Brand Sf^nk- 
Nc.v &3ug (54421K| 445 Goc'l Tisop 
(£885098; 440Quack Pack (9503880) 445 
A,Won (9E22615) 540 flash FWaiard 
498C5£7| 5.45 Tirrwr and Pimnoea 
33S97?i 640 Miqmy Duri5 i?793) 640 
3 ay r.fects World (7373) 7.00 Eratterty Love 
■ ic$3, 740 FILM: Ernest Rides Aejrtln 
263-1? i 940-1 aoo To-jsned O) - an Angd 
3v*.0l< 


640am Three Little Ghosts (1839151) 640 
Inspector Gadget (7392847) 740 Samurai 
Pizza C ais (6395151) 740 Eagle- Ride's 
<8314280 B40 Teenage MW art Hero 
Twites (8733151) 840 Masked Rider 
(87324221 940 Big Bad Beedebuge 
(8756002) 940 Power Rangers Zao 
(7605606) 1040 C Bear and Jamal 
(7283199) 10.30 Ee* 1 Suavagaroa 

(8752288) 1140 Ufe with Lowe (8392538) 
1140 £ek< Sir-Maganaa (8303267) 1240 
Incredible Hulk (8743538) 1240pm Mortal 
Komtwt (7609422) 140 High»ar«der 

(83944221 140 Eagle Riders (7608733) 
2.00 Teenage Mutant Hero Turtles 
(4770625) 240 Marioed Rider 13446373) 
340 Big Bad BeeOetwrgs (4782460) 340 
Power Ra gets 2s OI345B118) 440 C Bear 
and Jamal (3437625) 440 EeW 

Siravaganza (3433009) 5.00 Sptdemwr 
(4761977) 6.30 Goosstourrps (3457489) 
6.00-740 5weei Valter High (1U7C02| 


(30199) 10.00 Romuald Uw Randeer 
(35731) 1040 Robnson Soon? (83750) 
11.00 Danger Mouse (751991 1140 
Qravedale Hkjti (76828) 12.00 Oscar s 
Orchestra (16183) 1240pm Halfway 
Across (he GaJa<y and Tun Let) (34915; 
140 By the Way olthe Stare (41880) 140 
Black Beauty (33286) 240 The (3*1 horn 
Tomoncui (2276) 240 Ocean Odyssey 
(5638) 340 Art Anac* (0625) 340 Flash 
Gordon (1533) 440 Barman 19118) 440- 
540 The Brg Dtsrt (8002) 

CARTOON NETWORK 

Non-stop canocra tram 540am lo 
940pm Includes Tran and Jerry. Pcpeye 
end The Rmlstanes 

NICKELODEON _ 

6.00am Teenage Mutant Hero Tunics 
(682481 540 Court Duckuta (14625) 740 
Capi am Smart and the Space Monkeys 
(45083) 740 Tales horn the Ctypik eeper 
(64118) 840 Bruno me hid 166002) 840 
Hay Arnold 1 (85373) 940 Rubais (56625) 
1040 Aaarthf Rea I Monst&s (52967) 1040 
Doug (52809) 1140 Rodto's Modem Ule 
(20625) 1140 BaSsy Kvper's Port c4 View 
121354) 12.00 t Jinan and he) (7648BI 
1240pm The Sacra) Wortd ot Ala* Mac* 
(96731) 1.00 Sister Sister (44354) 140 
Moesha (950021 2JOO Rtxnd (he Twbi 
( 5644) 240 The Adventures ol Pete and 
Pelf (4444) 340 Sbekiri Around (4151J 
340 Aaflhn' Real Monsters (2809) 440 
Wauh You Own Wednesday (46441 640 
Press Gang 11793) 630-740 Doug (5373) 

TROUBLE _ 

1240 Haanercafc High (57574081 1.00pm 
Madrson (4129248) 140 Sweet Volley High 
(58520621 240 Hdngnrne (3664606) 240 
Calfoma Dreams (2266118) 3.00 Bykai 
Grow 13676441) 340 Bted (2231335J 440 
Sweat Valley Hflh (2543170) 440 
Hanplime (22493E-4) 540 Saved by the Ben 
13688286) 540 Cafilomta Dreams 

(2230606) 6.00 Byher Grew (2260847) 
640 Madbon (2251199) 740440 Heart¬ 
break High (9631&44) 


BRAVO 


TCC 


6.00am Road In Avonl&a (B40&3) 740 
Cieonis Jk Menace (48354) 8.00 Salman 
iWeoC) 640 H t Aitac* 1)6147) 9.00 Plash 
Gordon (94B09) 940 Botiby S Wortd 


8 . 00 pm The New TnrtBghl Zone (3677170) 
940 The Burmg Zone (95378281 10.00 
Tora Ol Duly (B53Q915I 1140 RUft The 
Fear (842760611.00am The Bumng Zotte 
(4247 720) 240 Tour ot Duty (931 2222) 3.00 
FILM: Sweetie (48974031 540 The New 
Twllghl Zone (4593854) 


PARAMOUNT COMEDY 

7.00pm Entertainment UK (94601 740 
Roseanne (1557) 640 Roseanne (5880) 
B40 Monty Python's Flying Circus (4915) 
9.00 Cheers (40489) 940 Cytrf (83367) 
10.00 Frasw (77118) 1040 B's Garry 
Shanding's Show (53538) 1140 Armstrong 
and Miller (126081 1140 NtgH&iand 
f4£73TJ 1240am Camat Knyufedge 
(76107) 140 CytU (69774) 240 Entalsav 
mew UK (98861) 240 Amtarong and M#« 
(11768) 340 Raster (33861) 340-440 
Garry Shahtfwg (95720) 

THE SCI-FI CHANNEL 

6.00pm Mrtriver (76324601 640 The 
TrmUghr Zona (7S38K7) 840 RUt 
Damien —Omen n (4123996) 1140 The 
Invaders (6850809) 1240 The IncredlUe 
Hulk (3714045) 140em The TwWght Zone 
(18988611 140 Tales cri the Unexpected 
(3439107) 240-440 FBJK: Damien — 
Omen ll (8446107) 

HOME & LEISURE _ 

940am The Joy ol Patelmg £2283408) 940 
Gnaw woh Joe |8107129 i 1040 Stars and 
Gardens (42B7422) 1040 Dong It Up 
(6009660) 1140 The Palmed House 
(5017083) 1140 This GW House (5018712) 
1240 Yen Can Cook 12384052) 1240pm 
Graham Kerr (45071651 140 Today's 
Gourmet M12S422) 140 Home Again with 
Bob Vila (59576061 240 Homenme 
(3660880) 2-30 Fumirae lo Go (2232064) 
340 Two's Country (3689915) 3-30-4-00 
Thte CM House 122448091 

DISCOVERY _ 

4.00pm Rshtng Adverturea (22566441440 

Boedshcw (2252828) S.00 Terra X 
(35644601 530 Mysteries. Magic and 
Mtaclcs (2236880) 640 Untamed AJnca 
(3957426) 740 Beyond 2000 (36719961 
740 Disaster (22535571 B40 Arena! 
Crackers 195205381 940 Unexplained 
(95330021 1040 Animal Cracker. 

(9543489) 1140 Wamora (4142199) 1240 
Classic Wheefc (9442300) 1.00am Disaster 
(1013403) 140-2.00 Beyond 2000 

(1271320) 

THE HISTORY CHANNEL 

440pm Ancient Mysteries. 11612373) 5.00 
Chutirif and the Cabnd Wa Rooms, 
17622063] 6,00 htennedy American Dream 
(3799588) 7.00-840 Brography' 
ChnsBphn Cotombue (41444891 


CHALLENGE TV 


Win wrth Prize Time twice an hour 
545pm Btockliustere. (S1879B5) 540 Fam¬ 
ily Fortunes (540002) 640 Crtcnphrase 
(920712) 745 Sate ot the Century (896638) 
7.40 Give Us A Ore (581970) B40 AS 
Clued Up [9122481 940 Through the 
Keyhole (7B4286I 945 Busman's Hofclay 
(679915) 1045 Treasure- Hunt [1440021 
1140 Love at Fret Sigra (926118) 1240 
Sale ol the Century (41132) 1240am Hen 
» Han (10519) 140 Moornghting (39836) 
240 Crinsty (924781 340 My Two Dads 
(381321 4.00-5.00 The FoS Guy [522291 

UK LIVING _ 

640am Tiny Living (7894034) 940 
Gtadrags and Glamour 18396199) 9.15 The 
Gordon ESlotl Show (6736638) 1045 Jerry 
Sponger Uncut (7685015)1140 The Young 
and the Rasaess [6031267) 1140 

BrookSJde (2216803) 124Spm Why Me? 
Reel Lite Case Strafes [782290521 1245 
Tempesn (8679880) 140 Rotonda 

(8115731) 240 The Agony Expenenca 
(9666557) 340 Live at Three (262560831 
4.05 The Jerry Sponger Shew (9043422) 
545 Lingo (79823151) 540 Lucky Ladders 
(96603731 640 I Dream ol Jeanrae 
(3715064) 645 Ready. Steady. Cook 
(2114809) 745 Hearts Afire (1042644)745 
Broakskto (2768199) B45 RoJonda 

(5685489) 940 HLIfc Cradle ot Conspir¬ 
acy <85058801 1140-1240 The Set Fies 
(2047731) 

ZEE TV _ 

740am Jaagran 740Ejection Speaaf 840 
ZEE Cattng 8.30 Maa 940 Ebar Jumbe 
Mawja 940 Afatanem 1040Tara 11,00 The 
Low Cd Show 1140 Dance Merita 1240 
Daraar 1240pm Dhoop Aui Chaco 140 
FILM: Hear Ranfn 440 ZEE Zone 
Presents 4L10 FSAfic Demand 6,10481 Leila 
6.00 Campus 640 ZEE and You 740 
Kama) Kombn&on 740 Banegt Aon* Bail 
840News 84SDas1aar945 Palhar 1040 
Hn Thl HU Hai 1040 Purvsh Kshetra 1140- 
1240 Mara Ya Na Mano 


MTV 


Thu 24 hour music ChanneL Includes 
reus, reviews, tve concert footage, inler- 
vtews and rhe latest muse video charts 


VH-1 


The video hits channel Qasac roefi aid 
pop videos ana Hie test new sounds 
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National winner 
given time off 
for good behaviour 


WEDNESDAY APRIL 9 1997 


Echoes of the past abound as United seek place in European Cup final 


Ferguson fears German fall guys 

ADY KERRY 


From Ouver Holt 

FOOTBALL CORRESPONDENT 
IN DORTMUND 


THERE are two matches to go 
now, two matches between 
Manchester United and a date 
in Munich next month that 
would stir a thousand emo¬ 
tions. Alex Ferguson did the 
best he could yesterday to 
ground discussion of his 
team’s preparations for the 
first leg of the European Cup 
semi-final against Borussia 
Dortmund in purely practical 
matters, but still the shadow of 
Busby. Best. Charlton and 
Law danced around his 
players. 

With seven members of his 
squad teetering on the edge of 
suspension going into the 
match at the Westfalenstadion 
here tonight, Ferguson, as 
canny as ever, alluded several 
times to the German propensi¬ 
ty for reacting theatrically to 
file most innocuous of tackles 
and said he was confident that 
the Russian referee. Nikolai 
Levnlkov, would not be taken 
in by their antics. 

He promised, ten. that his 
players would not “tiptoe" 
through what is likely to be a 
full-blooded match against the 
German champions in front of 
a partisan crowd of more than 
55.000 people to try to protect 
themselves from a second 
yellow can! as many had 
done in the second leg of the 
quarter-final against PC Por¬ 
to. The contributions of Eric 
Cantona and Peter Schmei- 
chel, two of what he called his 
“big-game players", would be 
crucial, he said. 

By then, though. Schmei- 
chel had already made his first 
contribution. In an innocent 
appraisal of the differences in 
pace and style between the 
way die game was played 
when United won the Euro¬ 
pean Cup in 1968 and the 
fiercer, fitter way it is pursued 
today, the Denmark goalkeep¬ 
er said the present team of 
Giggs, Beckham, Cantona et 
al would beat Busbys trophy¬ 
winning side UK). 

“I am not demeaning any¬ 
thing United teams of tile past 
have achieved.” Schmeichei 
said. “But l am part of the 
greatest United team of all 
time. Since the 1960s, every¬ 
thing has changed in football. 
The pace of the game is so 



Faldo and 
Woods 
unlikely to 
be drawn 
together 


:/ 


From John Hopkins 
GOLF CORRESPONDENT _'j 
IN AUGUSTA . 




"• 

* 



“ V#' 


UNCERTAINTY surround?.' 
the identity of the player with 
whom Nick Faldo, the defend¬ 
ing champion, will be paired 
in the opening round of the US 
Masters here tomorrow. By. 
rather loose tradition, 
champion usually plays with.' 
the. reigning US Amateva: 
champion, whereas the Aina- • 
teur champion from Britain 
partners a leading America^. 
Last year, Gordon Sherry 
played with Fred Couples. - 

If tradition is followed tins 
year, Faldo should play with 
Tiger Woods, the game’s bjg. 
gest draw, who won his iffitf 
US Amateur title last summer. 
However. Woods then turned - 
professional and the ofikhfr 
at the Augusta National dub 
usually consider that, in those 
circumstances, the honour of 
playing with the defending- 
champion should pass to the 
beaten finalist in the US 
Amateur. - . 

If that practice is adhered to, ; 
then Faldo's partner will be 


out 


i 


1 


tTo 





Woods finds focus 


• T ■ ■> 

“ • S' 


Sdnneichel’s claim yesterday that the present United side would beat the 1968 European Cup winning team 1(H) was a distraction before the game in Dortmund tonight 


much faster now. You just 
have to look at the old videos 
to see the space they had then 
and all the time they had on 
the ball.That does not happen 
anymore. 

“In 1968, it was a different 
world, probably a better 
world, but things have moved 
on. I even remember watching 
the World Cup final of 1974 
between West Germany and 
Holland and they walked with 
the ball in those days. We 
probably play at twice the 
speed they did then and that is 
why I am saying we would 
beat them 100. I am not 
saying the United team of 1968 
was not a great team in their 
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own time." Perhaps this was 
just Schraeichd’s own way of 
trying to shake the monkey of 
United’s past European glo¬ 
ries off his back. His words 
were certainly spoken without 
an ounce of conceit and were 
more akin to scientific obser¬ 
vations than the calculated 
insults that some will seek to 
turn them into. Ferguson, 
though, is sure to be less than 
amused by the commotion 
they will cause. 

Tonight, after all, is the 
biggest night in his decade in 
charge at Old Trafford. These 
two matches against a Dort¬ 
mund team packed with for¬ 
midable German inter¬ 
nationals represent the 
gateway to Munich and a 
night, were they to win in the 
final on May 28, that would 
complete the cathartic cycle 
that trailed from the air crash 
of 195S and so elevate Fergu- 


■' fSJCHos. W Felerstrigcr, 
:/-VJ KBMar, M itnai- • 


t MANCHESTER UNITED! 


\ RlamiberCs Rfaffc*,; 

? J Heincktv A NKUIer. / V : 


(orHHanDcb), 


'.P Sdun dBfiit'j- 
G Novae. D May.' 
a Painrt»r,Dlrw»n, >-V 
N Butt (or R Johnsen), 
HP Beckham R Keane, 
RGgg^OGSoIsfcjaer, 

E Cantona ' 


- jCkiwiff730 pm (Live on TTY) ' 


son to the Manchester United 
pantheon that Busby has occu¬ 
pied since his team beat 
Benfica at Wembley in 1968. 

Ferguson, though, refused 
to let his mind wander yester¬ 
day. His thoughts were firmly 
focused on the match ahead, a 
match for which he has no 
injury worries after the recov¬ 
ery of David May. Typically, 


the United manager has left 
nothing to chance in his 
preparations: Dortmund, who 
are pursuing their third con¬ 
secutive domestic tide and are 
second in the Bundesliga de¬ 
spite some inconsistent recent 
results, have been watched 
five times by United represen¬ 
tatives. 

The only unknown, accord¬ 


ing to Ferguson, seemed to be 
the possibility that the Ger- 
mans might trick the referee 
into unwarranted cautions of 
visiting players. “I think it is 
important that the referee is 
fair and does not fall for the 
European culture of failing 
down every time you are 
touched." he said. “There is a 
lot of that about but there is no 
way I will be telling ray 
players not to tackle. 

“Sometimes, in Germany 
and in other European coun¬ 
tries. you see players going up 
to referees and motioning as if 
they are waving a card, trying 
to persuade them to book 
somebody. It would be a real 
blow to one of our young 
players if they missed the final 
because of a second yellow 
card, i have just told them to 
tackle and go for the ball and 
when you get to this stage of 
the competition you expea 


the referees to be 100 per 
cent" 

Ferguson refused to single 
out any of the Dortmund 
players for special attention 
although he acknowledged the 
threat of Andreas MoJler. who 
usually plays just behind 
Dortmund's two forwards. 
Matthias Sammer. the Euro¬ 
pean footballer of the year, is 
suspended and the Dortmund 
coach, Ottmar Hitzfeld, also 
has injury worries over 
Stephane Chapuisat and 
Jurgen Kohler. 

Ferguson did say, though, 
that he expected Dortmund to 
man-mark Cantona. “I don’t 
think Eric will be too worried 
about that,” he said. "We need 
him and Schmeichei to be 
absolutely 100 per cent tomor¬ 
row. When you get to semi¬ 
finals like this, you need your 
biggame players to do it for 
you." 


Steve Scott 19, a student at the 
University of Florida, who is 
making his first appearance in 
the event 

“Nick enjoyed playing with 
Tiger at Jacksonville,” David - 
Leadbetter, Faldo's coach, re 
ported from Orlando last 
week. “He is assuming he b 
going to play with Tiger in the - 
first round. It won t be a shod 
if he is. He is prepaijpg 
himself for a lot of noise arid 
distraction.” 

Faldo and Woods played a 
practice round together at the 
Masters in 1995. Their first 
and so far only competitive IS 
holes together, was on the 
fourth day of the Players 
Championship at Jacksonville . 
last month. 

On that occasion, Faldo 
handed Woods a lesson in 
course strategy over the first ' 
nine holes, moving four 
strokes ahead of the young 
American only to squander 
most of that lead coining 
home. 

“Nick is a very intense a 
individual on the golf course ’ W 
and it really shows,” Woods 
said after the round. “Heplays 
like that a lot — a lot of the 


great players do. I enjoyed 
playing with him.” 




MCC to vote on women members 


By IvoT ennant 


THE vexed issue of whether or not 
women should be allowed to join MCC, 
the most famous cricket club in the world, 
will be derided by its membership in the 
coming months. The likelihood is that the 
matter will be debated at the annual 
general meeting to be held in May 1998. 

“This has got to be thoroughly aired 
and will be put before the foil member¬ 
ship while Colin Ingleby-Mackenzie is 
still president," Chris Rea, the club 
spokesman, said yesterday. 

“A working part}’ under Charles Rob¬ 
ins looked into the matter during the 


autumn and recommended to the com¬ 
mittee that there should be further 
discussion." 

The previous occasion on which an 
attempt was made to introduce female 
members was in 1991. when Rachael 
Heyhoe Flint, a former England women’s 
captain, was backed by four influential 
members, including Sir Jack Hayward 
and the late Brian Johnston. But they 
failed to gain the requisite two-thirds 
majority. 

Heyhoe Hint has made no secret of her 
continuing desire to be elected to the dub 
and will doubtless attract further publici¬ 
ty. She has retained her profile within the 


game, not least because she was strongly 
opposed to the decision not to take 
wives and girlfriends on England’s 
tour to Zimbabwe and New Zealand last 
winter. 

Ingleby-Mackenzie will be sympathetic 
to her cause and. even if women are not 
admitted, there is a possibility that some 
prominent individuals will be elected in 
an honorary capacity. Those who wish to 
see MCC preserved as an all-male bastion 
need not altogether repine: women 
will have to go to the back Df a long 
waiting-list 


Tough task for Scotland, page 45 
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And the winner is... the English FA 


Today, big 
companies build 
big applications 
on Windows NT. 


across 

1 Result of jumping gun (53) 

8 Mamtenaix»forwifc(cmce|(7) 

9 Relinquish (5) 

10 Flavour Chinese dynasty (4) 

1! Resonant; sorrowfully kiud (S) 
13 For example (43) 

IS Place in pecking order (6) 

17 Raise dissatisfaction (8) 

18 Festival (4) 

21 Not under breath (5) 

22 Conadered; idea (7) 

23 Party-pooper(ltJ) 


DOWN 

2 Line up (5) 

3 Reduce speed (4) 

4 Sea hazard, with Charybdis (6) 

5 Likeness, attraction (for) (SI 

6 Raging stream (7) 

7 Game show player (10) 

8 (Behaviour) hurting the 
genera) good (10) 

12 Andrea —s. It. classical ar¬ 
chitect (8) 

14 Simple fare; a House (7) 

16 Beam over door (6) 

19 Portend: ancient priest (5) 

20 Successful stroke (4) 


SOLUTION TO NO 1062 

ACROSS: 1 Ridicule 5 Kant 9 Owner-occupier 10 Bevy 11 Tail- 
end 13 Rummer 15 Shadow 18 Confide 20 Roam 23 Tune out or 
mind 24 Gulp 2 Trillion 

DOWN: I Rook 2 Dense 3 Carlyle 4 Locale 6 Aniseed 7 Tun 
down 8Ftyi 12 Price tag 14Mimmai 16 Hurtful 17 Fester 

19 Icon 21 Alibi 22 Eden . 

SOLUTION TO TIMES TWO CROSSWORD 1058 
In association with BRITISH MIDLAND 
ACROSS: I Narcissi 5Oslo 8Glare 9 Liftoff II Tim 
12 'Gonundrum 13 Enlist 15 Inlets 18 Well-being 19 Tom 

20 Dialect 21 Mural 22 Wash 23 Onesided 

DOWN: I Nightie 2 Realm 3 Inexcusable 4 Silent 6 Scourge 
70xfam W Fun and games 14 Lallans 16 Sampled 17 Listen 
18 Widow 19 Tired 

Isz PRIZE of a return ticket travelling economy class to anywhere on 
BRITISH MIDLAND'S domestic or miemational network is J Davies, 
Sjanbope St. Abergavenny. 


2nd PRIZE of a return ticket to anywhere on BRITISH MIDLAND'S 
domestic network is D Harvey. Heasfum. Surrey. 

All flights subject to availability. 


I t did not premiere at 
Leicester Square and was 
not directed by Anthony 
Minghdla; it does not have 
the catchiest title and will not 
win nine Oscars. Yet. when 
World Cup 2006 Campaign 
— the Promotional Video was 
released yesterday, the Foot¬ 
ball Association cooed enthu¬ 
siastically about its latest 
weapon in tire propaganda 
war with the German FA. - 
As the sun rose over Stone¬ 
henge. and the action 
switched from Bobby Moore 
lifting the Jules Rimet Trophy 
in 1966 to bfack-and J white 
footage from the British Pathfe 
Library, Robert Powell, the 
narrator, eased his way 
through the smoothest of hand 
sells. “Football's birthplace is 
England,” he enthused quiet¬ 
ly. in a very British, almost 
Old Etonian, manner. “Eng¬ 
land is acknowledged as the 
home of football." 

Euro % also features prom¬ 
inently in the slide, six-minute 
montage of why England, not 
Germany, should stage the 
2006 World Cup finals. “Euro 
96 was a triumphant confir¬ 
mation that when you give 
English football a job to da it 
does it welL" Powell said. 


Russell Kempson on the outbreak of 
video wars over the 2006 World Cup 


From the actor who race 
played Jesus Christ, it was 
difficult to argue. 

Costing £15,000 to produce, 
and with a distribution list of 
L0OO. the video is to be sent to 
the movers and shakers of 
world football- With Uefa, the 
sport's European governing 
body, still siding with the 
German bid. it is hoped that 
the film — endorsed by Gaiy 
Lineker, television’s ubiqui¬ 
tous Mr Nice Guy — wBI 
persuade the undecided that 
English is best 

Representatives of the Eng¬ 
lish FA. including Keith Wise¬ 
man. the chairman, and 
Graham Kelly, the chief exec¬ 
utive, will meet their German 
counterparts and Uefa offici¬ 
als in Nyon,. near Geneva, 
next week. “No decision will 
be made then." a 2006 Cam¬ 
paign spokesman said yester¬ 
day. “It is just part of the 
consultative process." The vid¬ 
eo will not be shown, either. 

David Wooster, its director, 
has crafted a moody master¬ 
piece of multifarious imagery. 
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ENGLAND! 
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Pictures of Tower Bridge; 

' Windsor Castle and Bucking¬ 
ham Palace, serenaded by 
music from the Lightning 
Seeds and the Lighthouse 
Family, add a cultural fed. 
Powell also extols the virtues 
of . Heathrow, recommending 
“the convenience of staging 
the event at the crossroads of 
global travel”. 


Not a trick is missed, with 
Wooster expertly integrating 
the most aesthetically pleas¬ 
ing highlights from the Euro¬ 
pean Championship finals. 
Paul Gascoigne's spectacular 
goal against Scotland predict¬ 
ably rates inclusion but, sensi¬ 
bly, his guzzling exploits In 
die “Dentist's Chair", by way 
of celebration, have been left 
on the cutting-room floor. 

The FA Carling Premier¬ 
ship is there, too, though the 
sight of Julian Dicks, the 
shaven-headed West Ham 
United warrior, in full battle- 
cry should not be shown to 
minors. Neither should the 
spectacle of Stuart Pearce, the 
Nottingham Forest caretaker 
player-manager, whose fariai 
expression suggests that his 
body has been invaded by a 
red-hot poker. 

“We know we have a power¬ 
ful case to make and we have 
a lot of friends around the 
world," Alec McGivan, direc¬ 
tor of the 2006 Campaign, 
said, perhaps... but the tape 
win not be sent to the Deut¬ 
sche FussbalbButtd in Frank¬ 
furt It is the home of the 
German FA. 


SAP 


R/3 SYSTEM 


MorseNT is the leading integrator of 
Windows NT applications. 


Morse has helped many companies to 
move their data and applications to NT. 

We can bufld complete SAP R/3 
enterprise solutions based on Compaq 
Proliant systems. And w@ can integrate 
these with secure, high performance 
storage and back-up solutions. 

WeH gladly demonstrate this to you n 
our Applications Centre, or arrange for a 
consultant to visit you. Please call us. 


SYSTEMS RESELLER 
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MorseNT 


0800 22 88 88 
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